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Introduction to

the Home-Study Seminary Program

The home-study seminary program is designed to help you
strengthen your understanding of the gospel of Jesus Christ
and apply its teachings in your daily life through a study of
the scriptures. For your study this school year, you will first
complete reading assignments from the scripture text for
this course—the Doctrine and Covenants—and then you will
complete the individual lessons. Once a week you will meet
with a seminary teacher to submit your work and participate
in a weekly lesson.

Seminary is a daily religious education program. Prayerfully
studying your scriptures should be a daily practice. You will
need to work on your seminary assignments each school

day, even though you will not attend a seminary class each

day. There are 32 units to be completed during the course.
The reading chart on page viii shows what you should study
for each unit. Your teacher will help you understand when
each unit is due. The lessons in this study guide should each
take about 30 minutes to complete, in addition to your daily
scripture study.

You should have two scripture study journals (or two
notebooks), separate from your personal journal, in which you
will write the assignments from the study guide activities. Each
week that you meet with your teacher, you should turn in the
scripture study journal containing the completed assignments
from the study guide activities you completed for that week.
Your teacher will read and respond to the assignments and
return that scripture study journal to you the following week.
You could also write your responses on paper in a loose-leaf
binder and turn in the pages you did that week. Then, when
your teacher returns the pages, you could put them back into
the notebook.

Using This Manual in a Daily
Seminary Program

This manual may be used by teachers and students in a
daily seminary program to enhance lessons or for make-up
work. However, it is not intended to be given to every daily
seminary student. If a student needs to make-up a lesson
for credit, the teacher may assign him or her to complete
the home-study lesson that corresponds with the lesson
that was missed.



Using the Home-Study Student Study Guide

Scripture Mastery —_|
Each of the 25 scripture
mastery passages found in
the Doctrine and Covenants
is treated separately in the
lesson in which it appears,
to help you deepen your
mastery of it.

Introduction to the —|
Scripture Text

The introduction gives some
background information and
a summary of the scripture
text for each lesson.

Verse Grouping and —
Content Summary
Verse groupings reflect
natural breaks where a

change in action or topic

occurs. Each is followed by a
brief summary of the events
or teachings in the verses.

Recording Answers in —_|
the Manual

You will sometimes be
asked to write answers in
the manual on blank lines
orin a chart.

3. In your scripture study journal, explain how the
principles you learned from Doctrine and Covenant
d help a person in the following-situations:

a. A young woman is hurt and embarrassed after learning
that some of her peers have been spreading gossip about
her. Later, some of these people apologize, but others do
not. The young woman forgives those who apologized but
holds a grudge against the others.

b. A young man disobeys a commandment. He prays for
forgiveness and discusses the problem with his bishop.
However, even after the bishop has assured the young man
that he has fully repented, the young man continues to feel
unworthy because of this past sin.

¢. A young woman is feeling sad and confused because of the

actions of her father. He has abandoned his family. Before

he left, he rarely showed love for the family and was often
cruel. She does not understand why her father acted this
way, and she carries feelings of anger toward him. She

kn he should seek to forgive him, but she doesn’t

think that |

plead with you to ask the Lord for strength to forgive:
... It may not be easy, and it may not come quickly.

will come” (”
June 1991, 5).

4. Answer the following questi
journal: How do you think praying
you to forgive?

Lord taught that our choice to forgive others does not
relieve them of responsibility for their actions. The
are still accountable to the Lord for the wrongs they
have done.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 64:15-17, and notice
that the Lord specifically said that He would forgive
two of His servants, Isaac Morley and Edward
Partridge, because they would repent of their sins.

inning of this lesson, you learned that the
Lord is compassii rgiving, and merciful. As you
forgive, you can become more like Him-—Peci

you can apply the principles of forgiveness you have
learned today.

[ Scripture Mastery—Doctrine and
Covenants 64:9-11

Spend a few minutes reading Doctrine and Covenants
64:9-11 out loud. Once you have repeated the scripture
passage at least five times, find a sibling, parent, or friend
who will help you practice memorizing it. Recite the
scripture passage to this person until you can repeat it
from memory. Explain to the person how the principles
in these verses can help you throughout your life. Then
ask the person to sign today’s entry in your scripture
study journal.

5. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

| have studied Doctrine and Covenants 64:1-19 and completed
this lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Doctrine and
Covenants 64:20-43

Introduction

The Prophet Joseph Smith received the revelation
recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 64 on

September 11, 1831. About two weeks before he
received this revelation, the Prophet had returned to
Ohio after overseeing the dedication of the land and
the temple site of Zion in Independence, Missouri.
Doctrine and Covenants 64:20-43 contains the Lord’s
teachings about the sacrifices He required of the Saints
and about the establishment of Zion in the latter days.

Doctrine and Covenants 64:20-25

The Lord teaches that He requires our hearts

On the following lines, write about a time when you
felt you sacrificed to follow the Lord’s commandments
(such as refraining from participating in a sporting
event or a similar activity in order to keep the Sabbath
day holy):
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Although Joseph Smith was greatly blessed because he
remained true to his testimony of the First Vision, he
was also severely tested. As you study today, consider
what you might learn from the way Joseph Smith
responded to opposition to his testimony that can help
you with the opposition you may face now or someday
in the future.

In Joseph Smith—History, the Prophet described some
of the opposition he faced because of his testimony.
Read Joseph Smith—History 1:21-23, looking for
words and phrases that help you understand what he
experienced. According to verse 22, who was primarily
involved in persecuting Joseph Smith? As you consider
Joseph Smith'’s age and circumstances in life, why do
you think persecution from these people may have
been especially difficult for him?

Notice the phrase near the end of Joseph Smith—
History 1:20 that begins with the words “It seems as
though. . . .” Beginning with these words, read the
remainder of the verse, looking for why Joseph Smith
experienced this persecution. According to Joseph,
why did he experience great persecution at such a
young age?

Joseph Smith—History 1:24-26
Although Joseph Smith is hated and persecuted, he
remains true to his testimony

Consider the many different accounts of faith and
testimony in the scriptures. Is there another person in
the scriptures whose character or strength of testimony
you greatly admire?

1. Read Joseph Smith—History 1:24, and identify a
person in the scriptures whom Joseph Smith admired
and identified with because of the persecutions he faced. In
your scripture study journal, answer the following questions:
a. How do you think it may have been helpful for Joseph Smith
to see things he had in common with the Apostle Paul?
b. What lesson can we learn about how to deal with difficult
challenges from Joseph Smith’s example of studying and
pondering Paul’s experiences?

One lesson we can learn is that during difficult times

we can draw strength from the examples of faithful \
individuals in the scriptures. (You may want to write

this principle in the margins of your scriptures by Joseph
Smith—History 1:24.)

2. In your scripture study journal, write about a time
when you have been strengthened by studying the
experience of a faithful individual in the scriptures.

In your study of the
Doctrine and Covenants
this year, you will
encounter many
individuals with whom
you can identify and
whose examples you
can draw upon for the
strength you need.

Identifying Principles
N

A principle is an enduring

truth or rule that we can

adopt to guide us in making

decisions. Identifying prin-

ciples as you study the

scriptures can help you apply

Ponder this phrase from the scriptures to your own life.

the Prophet’s testimony
in Joseph Smith—
History 1:25: “I had seen a vision; I knew it, and T knew
that God knew it, and I could not deny it.”

3. In your scripture study journal, answer one or both
of the following questions:

a. What does the phrase in Joseph Smith—History 1:25 teach
you about Joseph Smith’s testimony of the First Vision?

b. How can you strengthen your witness of the First Vision?

4. Review Joseph Smith—History 1:24, and then study
verse 25, looking for additional doctrines and principles

Scripture Study
Journal Assignments
Scripture study journal
assignments are to be written
out and given to your teacher
each week for feedback.
Giving careful thought to
your answers will help you
have meaningful experiences
as you learn and apply truths
from the scriptures.

Doctrines and
Principles

As gospel doctrines and
principles naturally arise from
the scripture text, they are
bolded in the lesson to help
you recognize them.

Study Helps

Study helps provide insights
and explain practices that
can enhance your study
and understanding of the
scriptures.
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Doctrine and Covenants and Church History Reading Chart

Ntlljr:Eer Assigned Sections | Read This Week Days | Read the Scriptures
1 Introduction to the Doctrine and Covenants and Church History | D&C 1 S T|W|TH| F | S
2 Joseph Smith—History 1:1-65 | D&C 2 SIM|T|W|TH| F|S
3 D&C3(10|4|5|6]|7|Joseph Smith—History 1:66—67 S/ M| T | W |TH F S
4 D&C8|9| 111213 [14]15]16 SIM| T W |TH F|S
5 D&C17[18[19 SIM|T|W|TH| F | S
6 D&C2021|2223 SIM|T|W|TH| F | S
7 D&C 2425262728 ]29:1-29 SIM| T W|TH F|S
8 D&C 29:30-50 | 30| 31|32 (333435 SIM| T W|TH F|S
9 D&C 36|37 /383940 SIM| T W |TH F|S
10 D&C 414243 |44 SIM|T|W|TH| F | S
1 D&C 45 |46 | 47 | 48 S|IM|T|W|TH| F | S
12 D&C 49|50 |51 |5253|54|55]56 SIM| T W|TH F|S
13 D&C 57|58 |59 S|IM|T|W|TH| F | S
14 D&C 60| 6162|6364 SIM| T W|TH F|S
15 D&C 65| 66|67 |68|69]70] 71 SIM| T W|TH F|S
16 D&C72|73|74|75|76:1-80 S|IM|T|W|TH| F | S
17 D&C 76: 81-119| 7778|7980 | 8182 | 83 SIM| T W|TH F|S
18 D&C 84|85 |86 |87 S|IM|T|W|TH| F | S
19 D&C 88 | 89 S|IM|T|W|TH| F | S
20 D&C90|91/92 /9394|9596 |97 SIM| T W|TH F|S
21 D&C 9899|100 | 101:1-42 SIM| T W|TH F|S
2 D&C 101:43-101 | 102 | 103 | 104 | 105 S'M| T W |TH F|S
23 D&C 106 | 107 | 108 | 137 SIM|T|W|TH| F | S
24 D&C 109|110 111|112 S|IM|T|W|TH| F | S
25 D&C 113|114 |115[116 117118119120 SIM| T W |TH F|S
26 D&C 121122123 SIM|T|W|TH| F | S
27 D&C 124125126127 128 SIM|T|W|TH| F | S
28 D&C 129130131132 SIM|T|W|TH| F | S
29 D&C 133134135 SIM|T|W|TH| F | S
30 D&C 136 SIM|T|W|TH| F | S
31 D&C 138 | Official Declaration 1 | Introduction to the Pearl of Great Price | Articlesof Faith | S | M | T | W [TH| F | S
32 Official Declaration 2 | “The Family: A Proclamation to the World"” S/ M| T W |TH F S
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Welcome to the Doctrine and
Covenants and Church History

What Is the Doctrine and Covenants?

The Doctrine and Covenants is scripture and consists of a
collection of divine revelations and inspired declarations that
give instruction to Church leaders, Church members, and the
inhabitants of the world in our day. It is modern revelation
and stands alongside the Bible, the Book of Mormon, and
the Pearl of Great Price as one of the four standard works

of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

President Joseph Fielding Smith explained how valuable
the Doctrine and Covenants is to us: “This Doctrine and
Covenants contains the word of God to those who dwell
here now. It is our book. It belongs to the Latter-day Saints.
More precious than gold, the Prophet [Joseph Smith] says
we should treasure it more than the riches of the whole
earth” (Doctrines of Salvation, comp. Bruce R. McConkie,
3 vols. [1954-56], 3:199).

Why Is Studying the Doctrine and Covenants
and Church History Important to Me?

The Lord Jesus Christ Himself gave a charge to those who
have access to the Doctrine and Covenants:

“Search these commandments, for they are true and faithful,
and the prophecies and promises which are in them shall all
be fulfilled.

“What | the Lord have spoken, | have spoken, and | excuse
not myself; and though the heavens and the earth pass away,
my word shall not pass away, but shall all be fulfilled, whether
by mine own voice or by the voice of my servants, it is the
same” (D&C 1:37-38).

President Gordon B. Hinckley explained:

“The Doctrine and Covenants is uniqgue among our books
of scripture. It is the constitution of the Church. While the
Doctrine and Covenants includes writings and statements
of various origins, it is primarily a book of revelation given
through the Prophet of this dispensation.

“These revelations open with a thundering declaration of
the encompassing purposes of God in the restoration of His
great latter-day work:

“'Hearken, O ye people of my church, saith the voice of him
who dwells on high, and whose eyes are upon all men; yea,
verily | say: Hearken ye people from afar; and ye that are
upon the islands of the sea, listen together.

" 'For verily the voice of the Lord is unto all men, and there
is none to escape; and there is no eye that shall not see,
neither ear that shall not hear, neither heart that shall not
be penetrated.” (D&C 1:1-2.)

“From that majestic opening there unfolds a wondrous
doctrinal panorama that comes from the fountain of eternal
truth. Some is direct revelation, with the Lord dictating to
His prophet. Some is the language of Joseph Smith, written
or spoken as he was moved upon by the Holy Ghost. Also
included is his narrative of events that occurred in various
circumstances. All brought together, they constitute in very
substantial measure the doctrine and the practices of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. . . .

“The variety of matters the book deals with is amazing.
They include principles and procedures concerning the
governance of the Church. Unique and remarkable rules

of health, with promises both physical and spiritual, are set
forth. The covenant of the eternal priesthood is described

in a manner not found elsewhere in scripture. The privileges
and blessings—and the limitations and opportunities—of
the three degrees of glory are announced, building on Paul’s
brief mention of a glory of the sun, and of the moon, and
of the stars. Repentance is proclaimed in language clear
and compelling. The correct mode of baptism is given. The
nature of the Godhead, which has troubled theologians for
centuries, is described in language understandable to all.
The Lord’s law of finance is pronounced, mandating how
funds for the operation of the Church are to be acquired
and disbursed. Work for the dead is revealed to bless the
sons and daughters of God of all generations” (“The Order
and Will of God,” Ensign, Jan. 1989, 2, 4).

As you study the Doctrine and Covenants, you can become
more acquainted with the voice of Jesus Christ (see D&C
18:33-36) and communication from the Holy Ghost (see
D&C 8:2-3).

About the Doctrine and Covenants

The Doctrine and Covenant is comprised of 138 sections

and two official declarations. Many of these revelations were
first published in book form as the Book of Commandments
in 1833. Under the direction of the First Presidency, in
successive editions of the Doctrine and Covenants, additional
revelations or other matters of record have been added after
being presented to and accepted by Church members during
conferences of the Church.



The 1876 edition, prepared by Elder Orson Pratt under
President Brigham Young’s direction, arranged the
revelations chronologically and supplied new headings
with historical introductions.

In the 1981 edition of the Doctrine and Covenants, three
documents were included for the first time. These are
sections 137 and 138, setting forth the fundamentals
of salvation for the dead, and Official Declaration 2.

The 2013 edition of the Doctrine and Covenants includes
revisions to study aids, new photos, updated maps, and
adjustments to section introductions. The minor adjustments
to the introductions are intended to provide a clearer and
more accurate context for the scriptures.

Joseph Smith Papers Project

Much of the historical information in this manual was
taken from History of the Church and the Joseph Smith
Papers Project. Of particular help were volumes 1 and 2
of the Documents series of The Joseph Smith Papers,
published by the Church Historian’s Press (an imprint of the
Church History Department of The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints). To view digitized images and read
transcripts of the original documents in the Joseph Smith
Papers Project, visit josephsmithpapers.org.
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Introduction to Scripture Mastery

Seminaries and Institutes of Religion has selected 25
scripture mastery passages for each of the four courses of
study in seminary. These 100 passages provide an important
scriptural foundation for understanding and sharing the
gospel and for strengthening faith.

You are encouraged to develop a mastery of these passages.
Mastery of scripture passages includes the following:
¢ locating the verses by knowing the associated
scripture references
¢ Understanding the context and content of the
scripture passages
e Applying the gospel doctrines and principles
taught in the scripture passages

* Memorizing the passages

In this study guide you will study each of the 25 scripture
mastery passage as it arises in the Doctrine and Covenants
and Church history course of study. Mastering scripture
passages takes effort on your part. Consistency and
repetition in learning scripture mastery will help you place
truths in your long-term memory for future use. You could
decide to spend a few minutes each day reviewing scripture
mastery passages. Look for opportunities to use them as
you explain basic doctrines of the gospel to others.

Xii



100 Scripture Mastery Passages

The following is a list of all 100 scripture mastery passages:

0Old Testament ‘ New Testament Book of Mormon Doctrine and Covenants
Moses 1:39 Matthew 5:14-16 1 Nephi 3:7 JS—H 1:15-20
Moses 7:18 Matthew 11:28-30 2 Nephi 2:25 D&C 1:37-38
Abraham 3:22-23 Matthew 16:15-19 2 Nephi 2:27 D&C 6:36
Genesis 1:26-27 Matthew 22:36-39 2 Nephi 9:28-29 D&C 8:2-3
Genesis 2:24 Matthew 28:19-20 2 Nephi 25:23, 26 D&C 10:5
Genesis 39:9 Luke 24:36—-39 2 Nephi 28:7-9 D&C 13:1
Exodus 19:5-6 John 3:5 2 Nephi 31:19-20 D&C 18:10-11
Exodus 20:3-17 John 14:6 2 Nephi 32:3 D&C 18:15-16
Joshua 24:15 John 14:15 2 Nephi 32:8-9 D&C 19:16-19
1 Samuel 16:7 John 17:3 Mosiah 2:17 D&C 19:23
Psalm 24:3-4 Acts 2:36-38 Mosiah 3:19 D&C 25:13
Psalm 119:105 Acts 3:19-21 Mosiah 4:30 D&C 46:33
Psalm 127:3 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 Alma 7:11-13 D&C 58:27
Proverbs 3:5-6 1 Corinthians 15:20-22 Alma 32:21 D&C 58:42-43
Isaiah 1:18 1 Corinthians 15:40—42 Alma 37:35 D&C 64:9-11
Isaiah 5:20 Galatians 5:22-23 Alma 39:9 D&C 76:22-24
Isaiah 29:13-14 Ephesians 4:11-14 Alma 41:10 D&C 76:40-41
Isaiah 53:3-5 Philippians 4:13 Helaman 5:12 D&C 78:19
Isaiah 58:6—7 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3 3 Nephi 12:48 D&C 82:10
Isaiah 58:13-14 2 Timothy 3:15-17 3 Nephi 18:15, 20-21 D&C 88:124
Jeremiah 1:4-5 Hebrews 12:9 Ether 12:6 D&C 89:18-21
Ezekiel 37:15-17 James 1:5-6 Ether 12:27 D&C 107:8
Amos 3:7 James 2:17-18 Moroni 7:41 D&C 121:36, 41-42
Malachi 3:8-10 1 Peter 4:6 Moroni 7:45, 47-48 D&C 130:22-23

Malachi 4:5-6

Revelation 20:12

Moroni 10:4-5

D&C 131:1-4
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Introduction to Basic Doctrines

The following is a list of Basic Doctrines of the gospel:

e Godhead

¢ Plan of salvation

¢ Atonement of Jesus Christ

¢ Dispensation, apostasy, and restoration

® Prophets and revelation

e Priesthood and priesthood keys

¢ Ordinances and covenants

e Marriage and family

e Commandments

As you study the scriptures, seek to identify, understand,
believe, explain, and apply these basic doctrines of the
gospel. Doing so will help you strengthen your testimony
and increase your appreciation for the restored gospel of
Jesus Christ. Learning the Basic Doctrines will also help
you be better prepared to live the gospel and teach these
important truths to others. Other significant doctrines of
the gospel will also be emphasized in this manual, even
though they are not listed among the Basic Doctrines.
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Basic Doctrines

The Basic Doctrines should be highlighted in both seminary
and institute classes. Teachers are to help students identify,
understand, believe, explain, and apply these doctrines of
the gospel. Doing so will help students strengthen their
testimonies and increase their appreciation for the restored
gospel of Jesus Christ. A study of these doctrines will also
help students be better prepared to teach these important
truths to others.

Most of the 100 scripture mastery passages selected by
Seminaries and Institutes of Religion were chosen to support
students’ understanding of the Basic Doctrines. The majority
of the scripture references listed in this document refer to
scripture mastery passages. They have been included to show
how they relate to the Basic Doctrines.

1. Godhead

There are three separate personages in the Godhead: God,
the Eternal Father; His Son, Jesus Christ; and the Holy Ghost
(see Joseph Smith—History 1:15-20). The Father and the Son
have tangible bodies of flesh and bone, and the Holy Ghost
is a personage of spirit (see D&C 130:22-23). They are one in
purpose and doctrine. They are perfectly united in bringing to
pass Heavenly Father’s divine plan of salvation.

God the Father

God the Father is the Supreme Ruler of the universe. He is
the Father of our spirits (see Hebrews 12:9). He is perfect,
has all power, and knows all things. He is also a God of
perfect mercy, kindness, and charity.

Jesus Christ

Jesus Christ is the Firstborn of the Father in the spirit and is
the Only Begotten of the Father in the flesh. He is Jehovah

of the Old Testament and the Messiah of the New Testament.

Jesus Christ lived a sinless life and made a perfect Atonement
for the sins of all mankind (see Alma 7:11-13). His life is the
perfect example of how all mankind should live (see John
14:6; 3 Nephi 12:48). He was the first person on this earth

to be resurrected (see 1 Corinthians 15:20-22). He will come
again in power and glory and will reign on the earth during
the Millennium.

All prayers, blessings, and priesthood ordinances should be
done in the name of Jesus Christ (see 3 Nephi 18:15, 20-21).

Related references: Helaman 5:12; D&C 19:23; D&C 76:22-24

The Holy Ghost

The Holy Ghost is the third member of the Godhead. He is
a personage of spirit without a body of flesh and bones. He
is often referred to as the Spirit, the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of
God, the Spirit of the Lord, and the Comforter.

The Holy Ghost bears witness of the Father and the Son,
reveals the truth of all things, and sanctifies those who
repent and are baptized (see Moroni 10:4-5).

Related references: Galatians 5:22-23; D&C 8:2-3

2. Plan of Salvation

In the premortal existence, Heavenly Father introduced a plan
to enable us to become like Him and obtain immortality and
eternal life (see Moses 1:39). The scriptures refer to this plan
as the plan of salvation, the great plan of happiness, the plan
of redemption, and the plan of mercy.

The plan of salvation includes the Creation, the Fall, the
Atonement of Jesus Christ, and all of the laws, ordinances,
and doctrines of the gospel. Moral agency—the ability to
choose and act for ourselves—is also essential in Heavenly
Father's plan (see 2 Nephi 2:27). Because of this plan, we can
be perfected through the Atonement, receive a fulness of joy,
and live forever in the presence of God (see 3 Nephi 12:48).
Our family relationships can last throughout the eternities.

Related references: John 17:3; D&C 58:27

Premortal Life

Before we were born on the earth, we lived in the presence
of our Heavenly Father as His spirit children (see Abraham
3:22-23). In this premortal existence we participated in a
council with Heavenly Father’s other spirit children. During
that council, Heavenly Father presented His plan and the
premortal Jesus Christ covenanted to be the Savior.

We used our agency to follow Heavenly Father's plan. We
prepared to come to earth, where we could continue to
progress.

Those who followed Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ were
permitted to come to the earth to experience mortality and
progress toward eternal life. Lucifer, another spirit son of God,
rebelled against the plan. He became Satan, and he and his
followers were cast out of heaven and denied the privileges
of receiving a physical body and experiencing mortality.

Related reference: Jeremiah 1:4-5

The Creation

Jesus Christ created the heavens and the earth under the
direction of the Father. The earth was not created from
nothing; it was organized from existing matter. Jesus Christ
has created worlds without number (see D&C 76:22-24).

The Creation of the earth was essential to God's plan. It
provided a place where we could gain a physical body, be
tested and tried, and develop divine attributes.
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We are to use the earth’s resources with wisdom, judgment,
and thanksgiving (see D&C 78:19).

Adam was the first man created on the earth. God created
Adam and Eve in His own image. All human beings—
male and female—are created in the image of God

(see Genesis 1:26-27).

The Fall

In the Garden of Eden, God commanded Adam and Eve not to
partake of the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil;
the consequence of doing so would be spiritual and physical
death. Spiritual death is separation from God. Physical death

is the separation of the spirit from the mortal body. Because
Adam and Eve transgressed God's command, they were cast
out from His presence and became mortal. Adam and Eve’s
transgression and the resultant changes they experienced,
including spiritual and physical death, are called the Fall.

As a result of the Fall, Adam and Eve and their posterity
could experience joy and sorrow, know good and evil, and
have children (see 2 Nephi 2:25). As descendants of Adam
and Eve, we inherit a fallen condition during mortality. We
are separated from the presence of the Lord and subject to
physical death. We are also tested by the difficulties of life
and the temptations of the adversary. (See Mosiah 3:19.)

The Fall is an integral part of Heavenly Father’s plan of
salvation. It has a twofold direction—downward yet
forward. In addition to introducing physical and spiritual
death, it gave us the opportunity to be born on the earth
and to learn and progress.

Mortal Life

Mortal life is a time of learning when we can prepare
for eternal life and prove that we will use our agency to
do all that the Lord has commanded. During this mortal
life, we are to love and serve others (see Mosiah 2:17;
Moroni 7:45, 47-48).

In mortality, our spirits are united with our physical bodies,
giving us opportunities to grow and develop in ways that were
not possible in the premortal life. Our bodies are an important
part of the plan of salvation and should be respected as a gift
from our Heavenly Father (see 1 Corinthians 6:19-20).

Related references: Joshua 24:15; Matthew 22:36-39;
2 Nephi 28:7-9; Alma 41:10; D&C 58:27

Life after Death

When we die, our spirits enter the spirit world and await the
Resurrection. The spirits of the righteous are received into

a state of happiness, which is called paradise. Many of the
faithful will preach the gospel to those in spirit prison.

Spirit prison is a temporary place in the postmortal world for
those who die without knowledge of the truth and for those
who are disobedient in mortality. There, spirits are taught
the gospel and have the opportunity to repent and accept
ordinances of salvation that are performed for them in
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temples (see 1 Peter 4:6). Those who accept the gospel will
dwell in paradise until the Resurrection.

Resurrection is the reuniting of our spirit bodies with our
perfected physical bodies of flesh and bones (see Luke
24:36-39). After resurrection, the spirit and body will never
again be separated and we will be immortal. Every person
born on earth will be resurrected because Jesus Christ
overcame death (see 1 Corinthians 15:20-22). The righteous
will be resurrected before the wicked and will come forth in
the First Resurrection.

The Final Judgment will occur after the Resurrection. Jesus
Christ will judge each person to determine the eternal glory
that he or she will receive. This judgment will be based on
each person’s obedience to God’s commands (see Revelation
20:12; Mosiah 4:30).

There are three kingdoms of glory (see 1 Corinthians 15:40—
42). The highest of these is the celestial kingdom. Those who
are valiant in the testimony of Jesus and obedient to the
principles of the gospel will dwell in the celestial kingdom in
the presence of God the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ (see
D&C 131:1-4).

The second of the three kingdoms of glory is the terrestrial
kingdom. Those who dwell in this kingdom will be the
honorable men and women of the earth who were not
valiant in the testimony of Jesus.

The telestial kingdom is the lowest of the three kingdoms
of glory. Those who inherit this kingdom will be those who
chose wickedness rather than righteousness during their
mortal lives. These individuals will receive their glory after
being redeemed from spirit prison.

Related reference: John 17:3

3. Atonement of Jesus Christ

To atone is to suffer the penalty for sin, thereby removing the
effects of sin from the repentant sinner and allowing him or
her to be reconciled to God. Jesus Christ was the only one
capable of making a perfect atonement for all mankind. His
Atonement included His suffering for the sins of mankind in
the Garden of Gethsemane, the shedding of His blood, His
suffering and death on the cross, and His Resurrection from
the tomb (see Luke 24:36-39; D&C 19:16-19). The Savior was
able to carry out the Atonement because He kept Himself free
from sin and had power over death. From His mortal mother,
He inherited the ability to die. From His immortal Father, He
inherited the power to take up His life again.

Through grace, made available by the Savior’s atoning
sacrifice, all people will be resurrected and receive
immortality. The Atonement of Jesus Christ also makes it
possible for us to receive eternal life (see Moroni 7:41). To
receive this gift, we must live the gospel of Jesus Christ,
which includes having faith in Him, repenting of our sins,
being baptized, receiving the gift of the Holy Ghost, and
enduring faithfully to the end (see John 3:5).



As part of His Atonement, Jesus Christ not only suffered for
our sins but also took upon Himself the pains, sicknesses, and
infirmities of all people (see Alma 7:11-13). He understands
our suffering because He has experienced it. His grace,

or enabling power, strengthens us to bear burdens and
accomplish tasks that we could not do on our own (see
Matthew 11:28-30; Philippians 4:13; Ether 12:27).

Related references: John 3:5; Acts 3:19-21

Faith in Jesus Christ

Faith is a “hope for things which are not seen, which are
true” (Alma 32:21; see also Ether 12:6). It is a gift from God.

Faith must be centered in Jesus Christ in order for it to lead a
person to salvation. Having faith in Jesus Christ means relying
completely on Him and trusting in His infinite Atonement,
power, and love. It includes believing His teachings and
believing that even though we do not understand all things,
He does (see Proverbs 3:5-6; D&C 6:36).

More than passive belief, faith is expressed by the way we
live (see James 2:17-18). Faith can increase as we pray, study
the scriptures, and obey God's commandments.

Latter-day Saints also have faith in God the Father, the Holy
Ghost, and priesthood power as well as other important
aspects of the restored gospel. Faith helps us receive spiritual
and physical healing and strength to press forward, face our
hardships, and overcome temptation (see 2 Nephi 31:19-
20). The Lord will work mighty miracles in our lives according
to our faith.

Through faith in Jesus Christ, a person may obtain a remission
of sins and eventually be able to dwell in God’s presence.

Related reference: Matthew 11:28-30

Repentance

Repentance is a change of mind and heart that gives us a
fresh view about God, about ourselves, and about the world.
It includes turning away from sin and turning to God for
forgiveness. It is motivated by love for God and the sincere
desire to obey His commandments.

Our sins make us unclean—unworthy to return to and
dwell in the presence of our Heavenly Father. Through
the Atonement of Jesus Christ, our Father in Heaven has
provided the only way for us to be forgiven of our sins
(see Isaiah 1:18).

Repentance also includes feeling sorrow for committing sin,
confessing to Heavenly Father and to others if necessary,
forsaking sin, seeking to restore as far as possible all that has
been damaged by one’s sins, and living a life of obedience to
God’s commandments (see D&C 58:42-43).

Related references: Isaiah 53:3-5; John 14:6; 2 Nephi 25:23,
26; D&C 18:10-11; D&C 19:23; D&C 76:40-41

4. Dispensation, Apostasy, and Restoration

Dispensation

A dispensation is a period of time when the Lord reveals His
doctrines, ordinances, and priesthood. It is a period in which
the Lord has at least one authorized servant on the earth who
bears the holy priesthood and who has a divine commission
to dispense the gospel and to administer the ordinances
thereof. Today we are living in the last dispensation—the
dispensation of the fulness of times, which began with the
revelation of the gospel to Joseph Smith.

Previous dispensations are identified with Adam, Enoch,
Noah, Abraham, Moses, and Jesus Christ. In addition, there
have been other dispensations, including those among the
Nephites and the Jaredites. The plan of salvation and the
gospel of Jesus Christ have been revealed and taught in
every dispensation.

Apostasy

When people turn away from the principles of the gospel and
do not have priesthood keys, they are in a state of apostasy.

Periods of general apostasy have occurred throughout the
history of the world. One example is the Great Apostasy,
which occurred after the Savior established His Church (see
2 Thessalonians 2:1-3). Following the deaths of the Savior’s
Apostles, the principles of the gospel were corrupted and
unauthorized changes were made in Church organization
and priesthood ordinances. Because of this widespread
wickedness, the Lord withdrew the authority and keys of
the priesthood from the earth.

During the Great Apostasy, people were without divine
direction from living prophets. Many churches were
established, but they did not have the authority to confer
the gift of the Holy Ghost or perform other priesthood
ordinances. Parts of the holy scriptures were corrupted
or lost, and the people no longer had an accurate
understanding of God.

This apostasy lasted until Heavenly Father and His Beloved
Son appeared to Joseph Smith and initiated the Restoration
of the fulness of the gospel.

Restoration

The Restoration is God's reestablishment of the truths and
ordinances of His gospel among His children on the earth
(see Acts 3:19-21).

In preparation for the Restoration, the Lord raised up noble
men during what is called the Reformation. They attempted
to return religious doctrine, practices, and organization to
the way the Savior had established them. They did not,
however, have the priesthood or the fulness of the gospel.

The Restoration began in 1820 when God the Father and
His Son, Jesus Christ, appeared to Joseph Smith in response
to his prayer (see Joseph Smith—History 1:15-20). Some
of the key events of the Restoration were the translation
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of the Book of Mormon, the restoration of the Aaronic
and Melchizedek Priesthoods, and the organization of
the Church on April 6, 1830.

The Aaronic Priesthood was restored to Joseph Smith and
Oliver Cowdery by John the Baptist on May 15, 1829. The
Melchizedek Priesthood and keys of the kingdom were also
restored in 1829, when the Apostles Peter, James, and John
conferred them upon Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery.

The fulness of the gospel has been restored, and The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is “the only true and living
church upon the face of the whole earth” (D&C 1:30). The
Church will eventually fill the whole earth and stand forever.

Related references: Isaiah 29:13-14; Ezekiel 37:15-17;
Ephesians 4:11-14; James 1:5-6

5. Prophets and Revelation

A prophet is a person who has been called by God to speak
for Him (see Amos 3:7). Prophets testify of Jesus Christ and
teach His gospel. They make known God’s will and true
character. They denounce sin and warn of its consequences.
At times, they prophesy of future events (see D&C 1:37-38).
Many teachings of prophets are found in the scriptures. As
we study the words of prophets, we can learn truth and
receive guidance (see 2 Nephi 32:3).

We sustain the President of the Church as a prophet, seer,
and revelator and the only person on the earth who receives
revelation to guide the entire Church. We also sustain

the counselors in the First Presidency and the members

of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles as prophets, seers,
and revelators.

Revelation is communication from God to His children. When
the Lord reveals His will to the Church, He speaks through
His prophet. The scriptures—the Bible, Book of Mormon,
Doctrine and Covenants, and Pearl of Great Price—contain
revelations given through ancient and latter-day prophets.
The President of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints is God's prophet on the earth today.

Individuals can receive revelation to help them with their
specific needs, responsibilities, and questions and to help
strengthen their testimonies. Most revelations to leaders
and members of the Church come through impressions and
thoughts from the Holy Ghost. The Holy Ghost speaks to
our minds and hearts in a still, small voice (see D&C 8:2-3).
Revelation can also come through visions, dreams, and
visitations by angels.

Related references: Psalm 119:105; Ephesians 4:11-14;
2 Timothy 3:15-17; James 1:5-6; Moroni 10:4-5

6. Priesthood and Priesthood Keys

The priesthood is the eternal power and authority of God.
Through the priesthood, God created and governs the
heavens and the earth. Through this power He redeems and
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exalts His children, bringing to pass “the immortality and
eternal life of man” (Moses 1:39).

God gives priesthood authority to worthy male members
of the Church so they can act in His name for the salvation
of His children. The keys of the priesthood are the rights of
presidency, or the power given to man by God to govern
and direct the kingdom of God on the earth (see Matthew
16:15-19). Through these keys, priesthood holders can

be authorized to preach the gospel and administer the
ordinances of salvation. All who serve in the Church are
called under the direction of one who holds priesthood
keys. Thus, they are entitled to the power needed to serve
and fulfill the responsibilities of their callings.

Related reference: D&C 121:36, 41-42

Aaronic Priesthood

The Aaronic Priesthood is often called the preparatory priesthood.
The offices of the Aaronic Priesthood are deacon, teacher, priest,
and bishop. In the Church today, worthy male members may
receive the Aaronic Priesthood beginning at age 12.

The Aaronic Priesthood “holds the keys of the ministering
of angels, and of the gospel of repentance, and of baptism”
(D&C 13:1).

Melchizedek Priesthood

The Melchizedek Priesthood is the higher, or greater,
priesthood and administers in spiritual things (see D&C
107:8). This greater priesthood was given to Adam and
has been on the earth whenever the Lord has revealed
His gospel.

It was first called “the Holy Priesthood, after the Order of
the Son of God” (D&C 107:3). It later became known as the
Melchizedek Priesthood, named after a great high priest who
lived during the time of the prophet Abraham.

Within the Melchizedek Priesthood are the offices of elder,
high priest, patriarch, Seventy, and Apostle. The President of
the Melchizedek Priesthood is the President of the Church.

Related reference: Ephesians 4:11-14

7. Ordinances and Covenants

Ordinances

In The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, an
ordinance is a sacred, formal act that has spiritual meaning.
Each ordinance was designed by God to teach spiritual
truths. The ordinances of salvation are performed by the
authority of the priesthood and under the direction of those
who hold priesthood keys. Some ordinances are essential to
exaltation and are called saving ordinances.

The first saving ordinance of the gospel is baptism by
immersion in water by one having authority. Baptism is
necessary for an individual to become a member of the
Church and to enter the celestial kingdom (see John 3:5).



The word baptism comes from a Greek word meaning to dip
or immerse. Immersion is symbolic of the death of a person’s
sinful life and his or her rebirth into a spiritual life, dedicated
to the service of God and His children. It is also symbolic of
death and resurrection.

After a person is baptized, one or more Melchizedek
Priesthood holders lay their hands on the person’s head and
confirm him or her a member of the Church. As part of this
ordinance, called confirmation, the person is given the gift
of the Holy Ghost.

The gift of the Holy Ghost is different from the influence
of the Holy Ghost. Before baptism, a person can feel the
influence of the Holy Ghost from time to time and through
that influence can receive a testimony of the truth (see
Moroni 10:4-5). After receiving the gift of the Holy Ghost,
a person has the right to His constant companionship if he
or she keeps the commandments.

Other saving ordinances include ordination to the
Melchizedek Priesthood (for men), the temple endowment,
and the marriage sealing (see D&C 131:1-4). All saving
ordinances of the priesthood are accompanied by covenants.
In the temple, these saving ordinances can also be performed
vicariously for the dead. Vicarious ordinances become
effective only when the deceased persons accept them in the
spirit world and honor the related covenants.

Other ordinances, such as administering to the sick and the
naming and blessing of children, are also important to our
spiritual development.

Related reference: Acts 2:36-38

Covenants

A covenant is a sacred agreement between God and man.
God gives the conditions for the covenant, and we agree
to do what He asks us to do; God then promises us certain
blessings for our obedience (see D&C 82:10).

All the saving ordinances of the priesthood are accompanied
by covenants. We covenant with the Lord at baptism and
renew those covenants by partaking of the sacrament.
Brethren who receive the Melchizedek Priesthood enter into
the oath and covenant of the priesthood. We make further
covenants in the temple.

Related references: Exodus 19:5-6; Psalm 24:3-4; 2 Nephi
31:19-20; D&C 25:13

8. Marriage and Family

Marriage between a man and a woman is ordained of
God, and the family is central to His plan of salvation and
to our happiness. Happiness in family life is most likely to
be achieved when founded upon the teachings of the Lord
Jesus Christ.

The sacred powers of procreation are to be employed only
between a man and a woman, lawfully wedded as husband
and wife. Parents are to multiply and replenish the earth, rear
their children in love and righteousness, and provide for the
physical and spiritual needs of their children.

Husband and wife have a solemn responsibility to love and
care for each other. Fathers are to preside over their families
in love and righteousness and provide the necessities of life.
Mothers are primarily responsible for the nurture of their
children. In these sacred responsibilities, fathers and mothers
are obligated to help one another as equal partners.

The divine plan of happiness enables family relationships
to continue beyond the grave. The earth was created and
the gospel was revealed so that families could be formed,
sealed, and exalted eternally. (Adapted from “The Family:
A Proclamation to the World,” Ensign, Nov. 2010, 129;
see also LDS.org/topics/family-proclamation.)

Related references: Genesis 2:24; Psalm 127:3; Malachi
4:5-6; D&C 131:1-4

9. Commandments

Commandments are the laws and requirements that
God gives to mankind. We manifest our love for Him by
keeping His commandments (see John 14:15). Keeping
the commandments will bring blessings from the Lord
(see D&C 82:10).

The two most basic commandments are “love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind. . . . And . . . love thy neighbour as thyself”
(Matthew 22:36-39).

The Ten Commandments are a vital part of the gospel and
are eternal principles that are necessary for our exaltation (see
Exodus 20:3-17). The Lord revealed them to Moses in ancient
times, and He has restated them in latter-day revelations.

Other commandments include praying daily (see 2 Nephi
32:8-9), teaching the gospel to others (see Matthew
28:19-20), keeping the law of chastity (see D&C 46:33),
paying a full tithe (see Malachi 3:8-10), fasting (see Isaiah
58:6-7), forgiving others (see D&C 64:9-11), having a spirit
of gratitude (see D&C 78:19), and observing the Word of
Wisdom (see D&C 89:18-21).

Related references: Genesis 39:9; Isaiah 58:13-14; 1 Nephi
3:7; Mosiah 4:30; Alma 37:35; Alma 39:9; D&C 18:15-16;
D&C 88:124

For more information on these topics, go to LDS.org,
Teachings, Gospel Topics; or see True to the Faith: A Gospel
Reference (2004).
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The Plan of Salvation

Introduction

Have you ever wondered why God has commanded
us to do some things and not do others? An overview
of Heavenly Father’s plan for our salvation, sometimes
called the plan of happiness, can help us better
understand the purpose of His commandments.
President Boyd K. Packer, President of the Quorum of
the Twelve Apostles, said, “A knowledge of the plan of
happiness, even in outline form, can give young minds
a ‘why’” (“The Great Plan of Happiness” [address to
CES religious educators, Aug. 10, 1993], 3, si.lds.org).

This lesson provides a brief overview of the plan of
salvation. It focuses on the Atonement of Jesus Christ,
which is, as Elder Jeffrey R. Holland of the Quorum of
the Twelve Apostles taught, “the central fact, the crucial
foundation, and the chief doctrine of the great and
eternal plan of salvation” (“Missionary Work and the
Atonement,” Ensign, Mar. 2001, 8).

Heavenly Father’s Plan for Our Happiness
God revealed the purpose of His plan of salvation
to Moses as they spoke face to face on a mountain.
Read Moses 1:39, and look for what God stated is
His purpose.

Do you know the difference between “immortality”
and “eternal life”? Immortality is living forever in a
resurrected state. Through Jesus Christ’s Atonement,
all who come to earth to receive a physical body will
receive this gift. Eternal life, or exaltation, is living
forever as families in God’s presence. This gift is also
available through the Atonement, but only to those
who qualify.

Elder Bruce R. McConkie of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles explained: “As used in the scriptures, eternal
life is the name given to the kind of life that our Eternal
Father lives. . . . God'’s life is eternal life; eternal life is
God’s life—the expressions are synonymous” (Mormon
Doctrine, 2nd ed. [1966], 237).

Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin of the Quorum
of the Twelve Apostles taught:

“Immortality is about quantity. Eternal life
is about quality. . . .

“Eternal life is the culmination of
existence. As spiritual children of God, you and I
are heirs to this priceless fortune, benefactors to a
glorious future, recipients of grace.

“If immortality is God’s
work, then eternal life is
God’s glory” (“What Is
the Difference between
Immortality and Eternal
Life?” New Era, Nov.
2006, 8).

Eternal life includes
living in God’s presence,
becoming like Him in
body and character, and
receiving all that He
has, including having an
eternal family.

From what you have
learned from Moses 1:39,
complete the following
doctrinal statement
concerning Heavenly
Father’s plan: The
purpose of Heavenly
Father’s plan is for us to
receive

~\

In our pre-earth life

we lived as spirits in
the presence of our
Heavenly Father. There
we learned about His
plan for our happiness
and how following that
plan would help us fulfill
His purposes for us.
(See D&C 138:55-56;
Abraham 3:22-28.)

Scripture Study
Journals

During your home-study
experience you will have

the opportunity to respond
to questions and share your
insights with your teacher

in a scripture study journal

or notebook. Recording your
thoughts and impressions,

as well as writing answers

to questions from the
manual, can invite revelation.
Elder Richard G. Scott of

the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles taught: “Knowledge
carefully recorded is knowl-
edge available in time of
need. Spiritually sensitive
information should be kept in
a sacred place that commu-
nicates to the Lord how you
treasure it. That practice
enhances the likelihood

of your receiving further
light” (“Acquiring Spiritual
Knowledge,” Ensign, Nov.
1993, 86). Take your scripture
study journal with you to your
weekly home-study class so
you will be prepared to discuss
what you have learned and to
show your teacher the work
you have done.

1. Answer the following questions in your scripture

study journal:

a. From your understanding, how were we different from our
Heavenly Father in the pre-earth life?

b. What did Heavenly Father present to us and put in place to

help us become like Him?

2. Our Heavenly Father's plan requires us to leave His

presence and experience life on earth. Our life on earth
is often called mortality. Ponder for a moment why we needed
to leave God's presence and how mortality helps us grow and
become more like our Heavenly Father. Write your thoughts in

your scripture study journal.




Concerning our mortal life on earth,

President Spencer W. Kimball said: “God

has given us a plan. He has sent us all to

earth to obtain bodies and to gain

experience and growth” (The Teachings of

Spencer W. Kimball, ed. Edward L. Kimball
[1982], 25; emphasis added). How does obtaining a
physical body and gaining experience here on earth
help us to become more like Heavenly Father? What
role do such challenges as temptation, sickness, sorrow,
pain, discouragement, disabilities, and other mortal
difficulties have in our efforts to receive eternal life
and become more like Heavenly Father?

One major obstacle we face in mortality is sin. Sin
prevents us from becoming like our Heavenly
Father and returning to live with Him (see D&C
20:18-20; Moses 6:57). Not only does sin make us
unclean, but to sin is also contrary to the nature of
God—we cannot continue to sin and still reach our
objective of becoming like Heavenly Father (see Alma
41:10-11).

Read Doctrine and Covenants 76:40-42, and mark
the way Heavenly Father provided to overcome sin.

The truth that Jesus Christ suffered and was
crucified for the sins of all people is a central
doctrine in Heavenly Father’s plan for us and can
give hope to all of Heavenly Father’s children. Take
a moment to reflect on what the Savior’s sacrifice
means to you.

In paying the penalty
for our sins, Jesus

Christ did not, however,
eliminate our personal
responsibility. Read
Doctrine and Covenants
18:22-23; 25:13, 15, and
look for what is required
in order for us to receive
the cleansing power

of the Atonement and
return to live in Heavenly
Father’s presence. You
may want to mark what
you find.

3. According to Doctrine and Covenants 18:22-23;

25:13, 15, what must we do to come unto Jesus Christ
and receive the blessings of His atoning sacrifice? Write your
answer in your scripture study journal.

If we are obedient to the principles and ordinances
of the gospel, we can overcome sin through the
grace and Atonement of Jesus Christ (see Moroni

10:32-33). Because of the Atonement, as we keep the
covenant we make at baptism, we can repent and
be forgiven of our sins and receive the guidance of
the Holy Ghost to direct us along the path toward
eternal life.

In addition to sin, there
is another obstacle that
must be overcome in
order to receive eternal
life. Read Alma 12:24,
and identify the obstacle.

When we die, our spirits
and our bodies separate.
If our spirits and bodies
were separated forever,
it would be impossible
to become like God.
We cannot be like
Heavenly Father
without a body of flesh and bones (see D&C
93:33-34; 130:22).

Read Alma 11:42-45, and identify how the separation
of our spirits and bodies that occurs at death
is overcome.

4. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. Why is the Resurrection of Jesus Christ good news
for everyone?

b. How does the hope of the Resurrection bring you joy?

As you read earlier, immortality is a gift of the
Atonement of Jesus Christ that all people will
receive, regardless of whether they did good or
evil during mortality (see Alma 11:42-45; D&C
138:14-17). Because of the Resurrection of Jesus
Christ, all mankind will be resurrected and will



live forever. Eternal life, however, is God’s gift only
to those who obey the laws and ordinances of His
gospel (see D&C 14:7).

The Plan of Salvation

Pre-Earth
Life

The Presence of God

The Atonement of Jesus Christ
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5. In your scripture study journal, summarize what you

have learned about Heavenly Father’s plan for our
happiness. Find a time to teach what you have learned about
Heavenly Father’s plan for our salvation to a family member or
friend face to face. You might draw the accompanying diagram
as you explain it. Be prepared to share your experience with
your teacher.

This lesson has presented only a brief overview of the
plan of salvation. In your study of the Doctrine and
Covenants this year, you will learn many more truths
related to the plan of salvation. As you learn more
about the plan, watch for what God has done for you,
and be sensitive to the Spirit’s promptings about what
you need to do to receive the full blessings Heavenly
Father offers.

6. Write the following at the bottom of today's
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied “The Plan of Salvation” lesson and completed it
on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

The Great Apostasy

Introduction

Jesus Christ established His Church during His
ministry on the earth. President Henry B. Eyring of
the First Presidency explained: “The Apostles, after
the Ascension of Christ, continued to exercise the
keys He left with them. But because of disobedience
and loss of faith by the members, the Apostles died
without the keys being passed on to successors.

We call that tragic episode ‘the Apostasy’” (“The
True and Living Church,” Ensign or Liahona, May
2008, 21). Because of this widespread apostasy, the
priesthood authority was lost from among the people.
Understanding about the Great Apostasy helps us
better understand the need for the Restoration of the
gospel of Jesus Christ in these latter days.

Jesus Christ Established His Church When He
Was on the Earth

In the following chart, match the part to the machine
or piece of equipment it belongs to:

How useful are these machines without the parts
you matched to them? Compare this to the Lord’s
Church. Are there essential parts that if removed from
the Church of Jesus Christ would make it unable to
function or even exist?



1. In your scripture study journal, write the heading

Essential Elements of Jesus Christ’s Church. As you
discover the various elements during this lesson, list them
under this heading.

Read Ephesians 2:19-22, and mark the foundation
upon which Jesus Christ built His Church during
His mortal ministry. Why do you think apostles and
prophets are considered the “foundation” of the
Church? Who is the cornerstone?

Write the following truth in your list of essential
elements of Jesus Christ’s Church in your scripture
study journal: Apostles and prophets form the
foundation of the Church of Jesus Christ.

What is happening in the following picture?

Read John 15:16, and look for another element of Jesus
Christ’s Church that is essential for the salvation of
God’s children.

Before the Savior’s Ascension, He gave His Apostles
the authority to direct the Church and act in God’s
name for the salvation of His children. This priesthood
authority includes the priesthood keys, or rights,

to direct the Church and perform the ordinances
necessary for salvation. Add the following truth to
the list in your scripture study journal: Priesthood
authority is necessary to receive the covenants
and ordinances of salvation.

Elder D. Todd Christofferson of the
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles described
another essential element of the true
Church: “The truths and doctrine we have
received have come and will continue to
come by divine revelation. In some faith
traditions . . . doctrinal matters may become a contest
of opinions. . . . We value scholarship that enhances
understanding, but in the Church today, just as

anciently, establishing the doctrine of Christ or
correcting doctrinal deviations is a matter of divine
revelation to those the Lord endows with apostolic
authority” (“The Doctrine of Christ,” Ensign or
Liahona, May 2012, 86).

According to Elder Christofferson, what is one
essential role of apostles and prophets?

A doctrine is a fundamental, eternal truth of the gospel
of Jesus Christ. Why do you think it is essential that
true doctrine is taught and understood correctly in the
Lord’s Church?

Include the following truth in your list in your scripture
study journal: The apostles and prophets establish
correct doctrine through divine revelation.

Although there are many doctrines of the gospel of
Jesus Christ, you are encouraged to gain a deeper
understanding of the following Basic Doctrines
throughout your seminary experience. Doing so will
help strengthen your testimony and prepare you to
teach the gospel to others.

e Godhead

¢ Plan of Salvation

e Atonement of Jesus Christ

¢ Dispensation, Apostasy, and Restoration
® Prophets and Revelation

e Priesthood and Priesthood Keys

¢ Ordinances and Covenants

* Marriage and Family

e Commandments

2. Choose one of the Basic Doctrines above. In your
scripture study journal, write an explanation of why that
doctrine is meaningful to you.

Watch for these doctrines throughout your study of the
Doctrine and Covenants this year, and seek to deepen
your knowledge and understanding of them.

To help you identify another essential element of the
Lord’s Church, look at the following pictures and
consider what they have in common.



An ordinance is a sacred, formal act performed by
someone with proper priesthood authority and
authorization to perform the ordinance. Why do you
think ordinances are an essential part of Jesus Christ’s
Church? (To help you answer this question, read John
3:5.Then think about what would happen if you were
not able to receive the ordinances of baptism and
confirmation and receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.)

A covenant is “an agreement between God and

man, but they do not act as equals in the agreement.
God gives the conditions for the covenant, and men
agree to do what He asks them to do. God then
promises men certain blessings for their obedience”
(Guide to the Scriptures, “Covenant,” scriptures.lds.
org). An ordinance is the means by which we make
covenants with God, and blessings come from keeping
those covenants.

All of the saving ordinances of the priesthood

are accompanied by covenants, which are sacred
agreements with God. Add the following truth to the
list in your scripture study journal: In The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, we can receive
ordinances that are necessary for our salvation.

When He was on the earth, Jesus Christ established
each of the elements you have learned about as
essential parts of His Church. After He died, was

resurrected, and ascended into heaven, He continued to
lead and guide His Apostles through revelation. Under
the leadership of the Apostles, the ancient Church
spread quickly and thousands of people were baptized.
Congregations of Saints were formed throughout much
of the Roman Empire (this included modern-day Spain,
Turkey, Greece, Italy, Syria, and other parts of Europe,
Asia, and Africa). Elders, bishops, deacons, priests,
teachers, and evangelists (patriarchs) were called and
given proper priesthood authority by the Apostles.

The Great Apostasy Occurred during the
Centuries Following the Lord’s Mortal
Ministry

Despite the efforts of the Apostles, the early Church
faced threats both from within the Church and from
outside. Read the following passages of scripture and
identify some of these threats:

Acts 12:1-3
Acts 20:29-30

2 Timothy 4:1-4
2 Peter 2:1-2

3. Why do you think these threats were so dangerous
to the Church? Write your thoughts in your scripture
study journal.

President Boyd K. Packer, President of the
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, spoke of
the great losses the New Testament
Church experienced during this time:

“James was killed in Jerusalem by Herod.

Peter and Paul died in Rome. Tradition
holds that Philip went to the East. Much more than
this we do not know.

“They scattered; they taught, testified, and established
the Church. And they died for their beliefs, and with
their deaths came the dark centuries of apostasy”
(“The Twelve,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2008, 84).

What happens to a structure if the foundation
is removed?

The fall of the early Church is called the Great Apostasy.
Apostasy occurs when people turn away from gospel
truths and reject the Lord’s authorized servants.

President Packer further explained the most significant
loss resulting from the Great Apostasy: “The most
precious thing lost in the Apostasy was the authority
held by the Twelve—the priesthood keys. For the
Church to be His Church, there must be a Quorum



of the Twelve who hold the keys and confer them on
others” (“The Twelve,” 84).

4. In your scripture study journal, write answers to the
following questions:

a. How would the loss of priesthood authority affect the other
essential elements of the Church?

b. Why was there no way to repair the Church without the
prophets and apostles, priesthood authority, and correct
knowledge of Jesus Christ's doctrine?

President Packer said of this time in history: “As the
centuries passed, the flame flickered and dimmed.
Ordinances were changed or abandoned. The line was
broken, and the authority to confer the Holy Ghost
as a gift was gone. The Dark Ages of apostasy settled
over the world” (“The Cloven Tongues of Fire,” Ensign,
May 2000, 8).

5. Answer the following question in your scripture study
journal: Why do you think it is important to understand
the Great Apostasy and its consequences?

As you study the Doctrine and Covenants and Joseph
Smith—History during this seminary course, you will
learn that a restoration of truth and priesthood
authority was necessary to overcome the effects

of the Great Apostasy. The Restoration is “God’s
reestablishment of the truths and ordinances of His
gospel among men on earth. The gospel of Jesus Christ
was lost from the earth through the apostasy that took
place following the earthly ministry of Christ’s Apostles.
That apostasy made necessary the restoration of the
gospel” (Guide to the Scriptures, “Restoration of the
Gospel,” scriptures.lds.org).

As you study you will recognize how each of the
essential elements of the Church of Jesus Christ was
restored to the earth through the Prophet Joseph Smith.
The Lord has once again established His Church for the
purpose of offering salvation to the world.

6. Explain to a family member or friend (in person) the

essential elements of the Church of Jesus Christ and how
they were lost from the early Church. Explain why it is important
to understand the Great Apostasy. In your scripture study journal,
write how your conversation went and how your family member
or friend responded.

7. Write the following at the bottom of today's
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied “The Great Apostasy” lesson and completed it
on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Doctrine and
Covenants 1

Introduction

By November 1831 the Prophet Joseph Smith had
recorded more than 60 revelations. However, most
Church members did not have access to copies of
them. The Prophet convened a conference in Hiram,
Ohio, to discuss publishing the revelations in a book
that would be called the Book of Commandments.
A committee of elders drafted a preface to the book.
Unsatisfied with this draft, those who attended the
conference requested that Joseph Smith ask the Lord
for a preface. After petitioning the Lord in prayer,
Joseph received a preface by revelation. The Lord’s
preface to the Book of Commandments is now
section 1 of the Doctrine and Covenants.

Doctrine and Covenants 1:1-16

The Lord warns of judgments that will come upon the
rebellious at the Second Coming

Consider the following experience of three brothers
who were protected from danger because they listened
to a warning from their father:

“Mike and his younger
brothers, Eric and Tom,
liked to go hiking with
their dad. Dad always
said he knew the
mountains like the back
of his own hand. He
had grown up walking
the same paths with
his own dad, who was
a sheepherder. . . .

“. .. One summer day

[the boys] were excited

to reach the top of the
trail—a high meadow filled with fresh green grass and
flowers of just about every color. And so they took off
running through the trees at top speed, even though
they were tired from their morning’s hike. They wanted
to burst onto that meadow like jackrabbits.

““Stop when you get to the meadow,” Dad called after
them. ‘I'll meet you there.” They ran ahead, each trying
to get in front of the others. . ..



“[They forgot] Dad’s instruction. They ran in circles
through the deep grass, jumping and dodging,
whooping and hollering and tagging each other. . ..

“Then Eric had an idea. ‘Let’s race all the way across
the meadow!” Tom hesitated. They couldn’t see the

far side of the clearing because a grassy hill obscured
their view. But Mike wasn't worried. ‘I think this is the
same meadow we came to last summer,” he assured
his brothers.

“They gathered back at the trees. ‘Ready!” Eric shouted.
‘Set! GO!" The wind felt fresh and cool on Mike’s cheeks
and in his hair, and the faster he ran, the more wind he
got. Soon he was leading the race. He felt like he could
run forever.

“/STOP!” a voice bellowed like thunder behind them.
All three boys stopped immediately. They turned and
saw Dad running toward them from the edge of the
meadow. ‘Come back here beside me,” Dad called,
more gently this time. The boys obeyed. . . . [Then]
they walked together across the meadow. As they
topped the little hill, Dad suddenly stopped.

“Just a few paces ahead of them, a sheer cliff dropped
down at least 20 or 30 feet. If they had been running,
there was no way they could have seen it in time

to stop. . ..

“..."We could have died,” Mike said softly.

“‘Well, maybe. I'm sure glad you stopped running even
though I didn't have time to explain. Sometimes we
have to obey first and ask questions later!”

““Especially when someone else knows what’s coming,
and you don't,” Mike said” (Ana Nelson Shaw, “Stop!”
Friend, June 2005, 47-48).

Ponder about a time when someone tried to get your
attention and warn you about something. How did you
respond? Do you feel grateful for that person’s efforts
to warn you? Why or why not?

In the Doctrine and
Covenants the Lord
provides warnings,
commandments, and
instructions that are
crucial for our happiness
and salvation. As
previously mentioned,
the Lord revealed
section 1 as a preface

to the other revelations
in the Doctrine and
Covenants. A preface
prepares a reader for the

contents of a book by summarizing the message and
the author’s purpose.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 1:1-3, and identify words
or phrases the Lord used to get the readers” attention.
(It might help to know that the word hearken means

to listen attentively and obey.) In the space provided,
answer the following questions:

¢ To whom is the Lord speaking in these verses?

e What do you think the phrase “their iniquities shall
be spoken upon the housetops, and their secret acts
shall be revealed” (D&C 1:3) means?

1. In your scripture study journal, explain why you think
it would be important to warn people that sins committed
in secret will be made known.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 1:4-7, and identify how
the Lord will deliver His warnings to all people.

The Lord speaks His warnings to all people
through His chosen disciples. The Lord gives
warnings through His servants and the scriptures.
Review some of the most recent general conference
talks from the First Presidency and Quorum of the
Twelve Apostles. What counsel or warnings have you
heard the Lord’s apostles and prophets give recently?

One of the warnings the Lord gives in Doctrine

and Covenants 1:8-10 is that He will judge people
according to their actions and how they treat others.
Read Doctrine and Covenants 1:11-14, and look

for further warnings the Lord gave. As you look at
the Topical Guide reference in footnote 12, ponder
what event the Lord was referring to in Doctrine and
Covenants 1:12.

2. Answer the following question in your scripture study

journal: What do you think the Lord's warning that those
who do not give heed to His prophets “shall be cut off from
among the people” (D&C 1:14) means?

Because of wickedness and apostasy throughout the
world, the Lord’s warnings are necessary. Those who
do not hearken unto the words of His prophets will be
separated from the righteous and lose the blessings that
are available through the ordinances and covenants of
the gospel.

3. Read Doctrine and Covenants 1:15-16. In your

scripture study journal, list some of the words or phrases
that describe the wickedness or apostasy the Lord said would
exist in the last days. Then answer the following question: In
what ways do people in our day walk “in [their] own way, and
after the image of [their] own god”?



Doctrine and Covenants 1:17-33

The gospel was restored through the Prophet Joseph Smith
in advance of coming calamity

Identify the word the Lord used in Doctrine and
Covenants 1:17 to refer to the results of the wickedness,
apostasy, and destruction that will occur among the
people of the earth in the last days.

Doctrine and Covenants 1:17-33 contains the Lord’s
solutions to help us through the calamity of the last
days. Complete the following chart by reading the
scripture references in the left column and identifying
the Lord’s solutions to help us through the calamity of
the last days. In the center column, write descriptions
or draw pictures of what you find in the scripture
references. You may also consider drawing a picture of
these descriptions on a page of your scripture study
journal. In the right column, write brief explanations
of how the Lord’s solutions help us with the calamity
of the last days.

Scripture What solution did How can this

reference the Lord give for solution help us
the calamity that face the calamity
would come upon | of the last days?
the earth?

D&C 1:17

D&C 1:18-23

D&C 1:29

D&C 1:30

To help you further ponder the Lord’s declaration in
Doctrine and Covenants 1:30, mark words in this verse
highlighting the truth that The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints is the only true and living
church upon the earth.

4. Answer the following question in your scripture study

journal: Recalling what you learned in the previous lesson
about the Great Apostasy, how would you explain to someone
why The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is the only
true and living church upon the earth?

Elder David A. Bednar of the Quorum of

the Twelve Apostles explained what it

means to be a part of a “living” church:

“This restored Church is true because it is

the Savior’s Church; He is ‘the way, the

truth, and the life’ (John 14:6). And it is a
living church because of the workings and gifts of the
Holy Ghost. How blessed we are to live at a time when
the priesthood is upon the earth and we can receive
the Holy Ghost” (“Receive the Holy Ghost,” Ensign or
Liahona, Nov. 2010, 97).

Through the gift of the Holy Ghost, the Lord is

able to direct His Church with ongoing revelation.
This continuing revelation is an example of how the
Church is a living church.

5. Answer one or both of the following questions in your
scripture study journal:

a. Why is it important to you to know that you belong to the
only true and living church upon the earth?

b. What do you think it means in Doctrine and Covenants 1:30
when the Lord stated He was pleased with His Church
“collectively and not individually”?

Search Doctrine and Covenants 1:31-33, and match
what the Lord said about sin and repentance with the
appropriate question in the following chart.

___ 1. The Lord cannot look | a. Light and His Spirit will be
upon sin how? taken away

___2. How can you be b. With the least degree of
forgiven? allowance

__ 3. What happens to C. Repent and keep the
those who do not commandments
repent?

Doctrine and Covenants 1:34-39

The Lord directs us to search the revelations and
commandments He has given

Read Doctrine and Covenants 1:34-36, and note
the Lord’s warning to all people to prepare for His
Second Coming. Read Doctrine and Covenants
1:37-39, and identify the truths the Lord emphasized
at the conclusion of His preface to the Doctrine and
Covenants. (Doctrine and Covenants 1:37-38 is a
scripture mastery passage.)



If you have not done so, you may want to mark words
or phrases that teach the following truths: We are

to search the commandments the Lord has given.
The Lord’s words will all be fulfilled. The Lord’s
words are true whether they are stated by Him or
by His servants.

6. Based on what you have learned today, how can you

be blessed if you search the commandments and
revelations the Lord has given in the Doctrine and Covenants?
Write your thoughts in your scripture study journal.

7. In your scripture study journal, write a goal to study

the Doctrine and Covenants daily during the school year.
As part of your goal, consider when, where, and for how long or
how many pages you will study each day.

[ Scripture Mastery—Doctrine and
Covenants 1:37-38

To help you memorize Doctrine and Covenants 1:37,
write the first letter of each word on a piece of paper.
Recite Doctrine and Covenants 1:37 (using your
scriptures as needed) until you can recite the entire
verse using only the first letters. Then erase or cover
several of the letters and recite the scripture again.
Continue this process until all of the letters have
been erased and you can recite the verse entirely
from memory. Repeat this process with Doctrine
and Covenants 1:38.

8. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 1 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to
share with my teacher:

Studying the
Scriptures

Introduction

This lesson will help you learn how to better
understand the scriptures, identify gospel doctrines
and principles they contain, and apply those truths in
your life. As you do so, the scriptures will become a
greater source of guidance and revelation in your life.

Studying the Scriptures in Seminary

Have you ever helped someone look for something
that was lost? Before you began looking did you have
a description of what you were looking for? If you
didn’t really know what you were searching for, how
successful was your search, or how successful do you
think your search would have been?

In a similar way, your scripture study can be more
meaningful when you know what to look for as
you study.

1. In your scripture study journal, write down what you
hope to gain when you study your scriptures.

President Marion G. Romney of the First Presidency
taught about one reason the scriptures have been
written that can help you know what to look for as
you study the scriptures: “One cannot honestly study
the scriptures without learning principles because the
scriptures have been written to preserve principles for
our benefit” (“The Message of the Old Testament”
[address to CES religious educators, Aug. 17, 1979], 3,
si.lds.org).

According to President Romney, why have the
scriptures been written?

What we are looking for as we study the scriptures,
therefore, should be more than just details about

the events and people in the scriptures. We should

be striving to find the gospel truths that the ancient
prophets preserved through the events, sermons, and
revelations they recorded in scripture. These truths are
called doctrines and principles.



Doctrines are fundamental, unchanging truths of the
gospel of Jesus Christ, such as Heavenly Father has a

body of flesh and bones. Principles are enduring truths or

rules we can use to guide us in making decisions and
applying the doctrines in our lives. Elder Richard G.
Scott of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles described
how gospel principles can benefit us: “Principles are
concentrated truth, packaged for application to a
wide variety of circumstances. A true principle makes
decisions clear even under the most confusing and
compelling circumstances” (“Acquiring Spiritual
Knowledge,” Ensign, Nov. 1993, 86).

According to Elder Scott, what does a principle do for
us?

One example of a principle taught in the scriptures
is found in Joseph Smith'’s First Vision. From Joseph'’s
experience, we can learn that God hears and
answers prayers.

2. Write in your scripture study journal a doctrine or
principle you have learned by studying the scriptures.

Understanding the Context and Content of

the Scriptures
Picture a piece of fruit that has a peel or outer shell,
such as a banana or orange.

Which part of the fruit is the most useful? What must
you do before you can eat the fruit?
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If the most important or useful part of the fruit is on
the inside, what is the purpose of the outer covering?

The fruit within the peel, which we use for strength
and nourishment, can be compared to the doctrines
and principles found in the scriptures. The peel that
surrounds the fruit can be compared to the events
and people of the scriptures. Much like the outer
covering preserves and helps transport the inner
fruit, these scriptural accounts hold and carry gospel
doctrines and principles to us in a way that helps us
understand, remember, and apply them in our lives.

If you have a piece of fruit available, peel it so you can
see the fruit within (or simply think about the different
ways you would get to the fruit of a banana or orange).
The work needed to remove the outer covering and
expose the inner fruit is similar to what we must do

to open up or uncover a passage of scripture. To peel
open the scriptures and expose the fruit inside, we
need to understand the historical setting of a revelation
and also strive to understand the events, people, and
meaning of words. As we do so, the doctrines and
principles contained within the scriptural accounts
become easier to see and understand.

The following are some basic methods and skills to
help you better understand the scriptures as you study
them. At the end of the lesson you will find additional
scripture study skills and methods.

Historical setting: Each section of the Doctrine and
Covenants includes a section introduction that often
describes concerns, questions, or historical events that
preceded the revelation in that section. Knowing these
details can help you understand the revelation.



3. To see how knowing the historical setting can

increase your understanding of a revelation, read the
section introduction to Doctrine and Covenants 121 and verses
1-8. In your scripture study journal, describe how knowing that
the Prophet Joseph Smith had been imprisoned in Liberty Jail for
several months adds meaning to his prayer and the Lord's
answer in these verses.

Word definitions: Some words used in the
scriptures may not be familiar. The Bible Dictionary,
the Guide to the Scriptures, scripture footnotes, and
a regular dictionary can help you understand what
those words mean.

For example, read Doctrine and Covenants 121:1, 4.
The word pavilion refers to a tent or protective structure.
How does knowing this help you better understand the
meaning of these verses?

Cross-references: One scripture passage can often
help explain or clarify the meaning of a phrase or
concept found in a different passage. For example,
read Doctrine and Covenants 10:55. This verse seems
to indicate that the only thing required to inherit the
celestial kingdom is to be a member of the Church.
Now read Doctrine and Covenants 10:67, and notice
what it teaches about being a member of the Church.

4. In your scripture study journal, explain how Doctrine

and Covenants 20:37 helps you understand the meaning
of Doctrine and Covenants 10:55 and 10:67. You may want to
write D&C 10:67; 20:37 in the margin by Doctrine and Covenants
10:55 as cross-references.

Identifying Doctrines and Principles

As you increase your understanding of the background,
words, people, and events in the scriptures, you are
better prepared to identify the gospel truths contained
within them.

Some gospel doctrines and principles are easy

to identify because they are stated directly in the
scriptures. Read Doctrine and Covenants 130:22, and
mark doctrines and principles that are stated directly in
this verse. Among the doctrines stated in this verse are
the truths that the Father and the Son have bodies
of flesh and bones as tangible as man’s and the
Holy Ghost is a personage of Spirit.

Many doctrines and principles are not stated directly in
the scripture text but are illustrated or described across
several verses. To identify these doctrines and principles,
we need to recognize the truths being illustrated in the
scripture passage and then state those truths clearly and
simply. This often requires time and careful thought.

Elder Richard G. Scott gave the following
counsel: “As you seek spiritual knowledge,
search for principles. Carefully separate
them from the detail used to explain them.
... Itis worth great effort to organize the
truth we gather to simple statements of
principle” (“Acquiring Spiritual Knowledge,” 86).

As you learn how to identify doctrines and principles
that are not directly stated, you might ask questions
such as: Why is this information recorded in the
scriptures? What did the writer want readers to learn
and understand? What can I learn from this that can
help me in my life? What can I learn from this that can
help me share gospel truths with others?

5. Practice identifying doctrines and principles by

reviewing Doctrine and Covenants 121:1-8 and asking
yourself some of the preceding questions. In your scripture study
journal, write one or two truths you learn from the Prophet
Joseph Smith's prayer and the Lord’s answer to that prayer.

Applying Doctrines and Principles in Your Life
Think again about the fruit discussed earlier in this
lesson. What value would the fruit have if it was never
used once it was removed from its peel?

If we compare the fruit within the peel to the doctrines
and principles we identify in the scriptures, what
should we do with these truths once we find them?

The value of the work we do to remove the peel is

the nourishment and strength we can receive from
the inner fruit. In the same way, the value of scripture
study comes as we take the doctrines and principles
we identify and apply them in our lives. Many of the
revelations in the Doctrine and Covenants were given
for individuals with questions or concerns, but we can
also apply the counsel and teachings in our own lives.
Although most of the sections are directed to members
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,

the messages, warnings, and exhortations are for the
benefit of everyone.

6. Think of an example of a gospel truth that you have

learned from the scriptures and how it blessed your life
when you applied it. Record your experience in your scripture
study journal.

1"



President Boyd K. Packer, President of the

Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, gave the

following promise to those who study the

scriptures and apply the truths they

contain: “If [you] are acquainted with the

revelations, there is no question—
personal or social or political or occupational—that
need go unanswered. Therein is contained the fulness
of the everlasting gospel. Therein we find principles of
truth that will resolve every confusion and every
problem and every dilemma that will face the human
family or any individual in it” (“Teach the Scriptures”
[address to CES religious educators, Oct. 14, 1977],
3-4, silds.org).

You may want to mark portions of his promise that
are meaningful to you.

Consider setting a goal to help you apply one of
the truths you have learned during your scripture
study today.

7. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied the “Studying the Scriptures” lesson and completed
it on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Additional Scripture Study Skills and
Methods

Name substitution: To help you apply principles from
the scriptures in your life, substitute your name for a
name in the scriptures. Try this skill with Doctrine and
Covenants 6:20.

Cause and effect: To help you identify gospel
doctrines and principles in the scriptures, look for if—
then and because-therefore relationships. Try this skill
with Doctrine and Covenants 5:24.

Key words: Words and phrases like “behold,”
“wherefore,” “because,” “therefore,” “nevertheless,”
or “thus we see” are invitations to stop and look for
specific messages. Read Doctrine and Covenants
58:26, and notice how key words can help you identify
doctrines and principles.

/a

Scripture lists: The scriptures often contain lists, such

as lists of character attributes, instructions, or warnings.
When you find lists, consider numbering each element.

Try this skill with Doctrine and Covenants 4:5-6.

Contrasts: The scriptures often show contrasts in
ideas, events, and people. These contrasts emphasize
gospel principles. Look for contrasts in single verses, in
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chapters, and across chapters and books. Try this skill
with Doctrine and Covenants 50:23-25.

Visualization: Look for descriptive details that can
help you create a mental picture of what you read.
Imagine being present at certain events. This can help
strengthen your testimony of the reality of what you
read in the scriptures. Try this skill with Doctrine and
Covenants 45:44—46.

”ou

Symbolism: Words and phrases such as “like,” “as,”
or “likened unto” can help you identify symbols. Look
beyond a symbol by exploring its nature and pondering
its attributes. Footnotes, the Bible Dictionary, and the
Topical Guide or Guide to the Scriptures can help you
interpret some symbols. Try this skill with Doctrine and
Covenants 88:46, 51-61.

Pondering: Pondering includes thinking, meditating,
asking questions, and evaluating what you know
and what you have learned. Pondering often helps
us understand what we need to do to apply gospel
principles. President David O. McKay taught,
“Meditation is one of the most secret, most sacred
doors through which we pass into the presence of the
Lord” (Teachings of Presidents of the Church: David O.
McKay [2003], 32). Read Doctrine and Covenants
138:1-4 for an example of someone using this skill.

Joseph Smith—
History 1:1-20

Introduction

In 1838 Joseph Smith began work on his official
history. In it he described his family and the places they
had lived. He also told about the “unusual excitement”
about religion that prevailed in western New York in
1820 (Joseph Smith—History 1:5). This religious fervor
led him to “serious reflection and great uneasiness”
because of “the confusion and strife among the
different denominations” (Joseph Smith—History 1:8).

While searching the scriptures, Joseph read James 1:5
(see Joseph Smith—History 1:11), which exhorts those
who need wisdom to “ask of God.” Joseph recorded:
“Never did any passage of scripture come with more
power to the heart of man than this did at this time

to mine. It seemed to enter with great force into every
feeling of my heart. I reflected on it again and again,
knowing that if any person needed wisdom from



God, I did; for how to act I did not know, and unless

I could get more wisdom than I then had, I would
never know; for the teachers of religion of the different
sects understood the same passages of scripture so
differently as to destroy all confidence in settling the
question by an appeal to the Bible” (Joseph Smith—
History 1:12). He decided to ask God in prayer for
answers to his questions. In answer to his prayer, God
the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ, appeared to him.

Joseph Smith—History 1:1-4
Joseph Smith begins writing his history

President Thomas S. Monson, who served as a mission
president in Canada, shared the following experience
of two of his missionaries:

“The two [missionaries] called at the

home of Mr. Elmer Pollard, and he,

feeling sympathy for the almost frozen

missionaries, invited them in. They

presented their message and asked if he

would join in prayer. He agreed, on the
provision that he could offer the prayer.

“The prayer he offered astonished the missionaries.
He said, ‘Heavenly Father, bless these two unfortunate,
misguided missionaries, that they may return to their
homes and not waste their time telling the people of
Canada about a message which is so fantastic and
about which they know so little.”

“As they arose from their knees, Mr. Pollard asked
the missionaries never to return to his home. As they
left, he said mockingly to them, “You can't tell me
you really believe that Joseph Smith was a prophet
of God, anyway!” and he slammed the door” (“The
Prophet Joseph Smith: Teacher by Example,” Ensign,
Nov. 2005, 69).

If you were one of the missionaries, what would you
have said to Mr. Pollard about the Prophet Joseph Smith?

The Prophet Joseph Smith wrote the account of his
life that is found in Joseph Smith—History in 1838
for the purpose of publishing an official history of the
Church. Read Joseph Smith—History 1:1-2, and look
for the reasons Joseph Smith gave for writing this
official history.

Joseph Smith—History includes the Prophet’s
firsthand account of the First Vision. There are several
known accounts of the First Vision—four of which
were written or dictated by Joseph Smith, and others
were written by those who retold Joseph’s experience
in their own words. These accounts were prepared

at different times, for different audiences, and for

different purposes. All of these accounts agree in the
essential truth that Joseph Smith did indeed have the
heavens opened to him and see divine messengers,
including God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Because the 1838 account was part of Joseph Smith’s
official history and testimony to the world, it was
included in the Pearl of Great Price.

Joseph Smith—History 1:5-13
In the midst of religious confusion, Joseph Smith
determines to ask God which church is right

Joseph Smith lived during a time of great interest and
excitement about religion. Read Joseph Smith—History
1:5-7, and look for words or phrases that describe the
situation Joseph faced.You may want to mark these
words in your scriptures. When you have finished,
read Joseph Smith—History 1:8, 10, looking for Joseph
Smith’s descriptions of how he felt during this time.

1. In your scripture study journal, summarize Joseph

Smith—History 1:5-7 by imagining you had to explain
Joseph'’s situation and predicament to someone who had never
heard of Joseph Smith. Include at least three ideas you feel you
should emphasize about Joseph Smith.

Think back to a situation that caused you to ask
several questions, and ponder what you did to resolve
your concerns. Read Joseph Smith—History 1:11,
and look for the place Joseph Smith found answers
to his questions. Take a moment and repeat aloud or
memorize James 1:5 as quoted in verse 11.

One principle contained in James 1:5 that helped
Joseph Smith find answers to his questions is that if
we ask God in faith, He will answer our prayers.
Mark the words or phrases that teach this principle

in Joseph Smith—History 1:11. Understanding that
God will answer our prayers in His own time and way,
ponder how you have found this principle to be true in
your own life.

Joseph described how this passage of scripture
affected him. Read Joseph Smith—History 1:12-13,
and identify phrases describing Joseph'’s experience
and response after reading James 1:5. Has a scripture
ever touched your heart with power? According to
Joseph Smith—History 1:13, what did Joseph Smith
want to overcome? What did he conclude he must do?

Joseph Smith—History 1:14-20
Joseph Smith sees God the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ

Joseph Smith—History 1:15-20 is a scripture mastery
passage. You may want to mark it in a distinctive way.
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If you have access to an LDS hymnbook, read the
words to “Joseph Smith’s First Prayer” (Hymns, no. 26).
Then read Joseph Smith—History 1:14-15.

Why do you think Satan tried to stop Joseph Smith from
praying? To find out what Joseph Smith did when faced
with this “astonishing influence,” read Joseph Smith—
History 1:16. What do you think the Prophet meant
when he said he exerted “all [his] powers to call upon
God”? Ponder what Joseph Smith’s example can teach
you about how to respond when you are confronted
with a difficult situation or Satan’s temptations.

One of the most important events in human history
is recorded in Joseph Smith—History 1:17. As you
read this verse, try to visualize this sacred event.
One important truth we learn from this verse is that
Joseph Smith saw God the Father and His Son,
Jesus Christ. He also spoke with Them and received
instruction from Them. Joseph Smith’s First Vision
is the foundational event of the Restoration of the
gospel in the latter days.

2. In your scripture study journal, write why you think it

is important for you and every member of the Church to
have a testimony that Joseph Smith saw God the Father and His
Son, Jesus Christ.
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Review Joseph Smith—History 1:15-17, and identify
additional truths we can learn from the account of the
Father and the Son appearing to Joseph Smith.

A temptation or trial may come sometimes before or
after a spiritual experience. Joseph Smith experienced
a trial right before the First Vision. For Moses, the trial
came right after he had spoken with God (see Moses
1:9-12). Joseph Smith learned that if we earnestly
seek God’s help when Satan tries to discourage
us, God can deliver us.

3. In your scripture study journal, answer the following
questions:

a. How does knowing that we can receive God's help to
overcome difficulties and discouragement help you?

b. What other principles can you learn from Joseph's experience
in Joseph Smith—History 1:15-16 that can help you
overcome temptation?

4. What can we learn about the Godhead from Joseph
Smith—History 1:15-17? Write your answer in your
scripture study journal.

Some of the doctrines concerning the Godhead found in
Joseph Smith—History 1:15-17 are: God the Father and
His Son, Jesus Christ, live. Heavenly Father and His
Son, Jesus Christ, are separate and distinct beings.

Joseph Smith inquired of the Lord to learn which of
all the churches he should join. Read Joseph Smith—
History 1:18-20, and mark the answer Joseph received
to this question.

Remember the account of the missionaries shared at
the beginning of the lesson? President Monson told

what the missionaries did after the man slammed the
door on them:

“The missionaries had walked but a short distance
when the junior companion said timidly, ‘Elder, we
didn’t answer Mr. Pollard.”

“The senior companion responded: “We've been
rejected. Let’s move on.’

“The young missionary persisted, however, and the two
returned to Mr. Pollard’s door. Mr. Pollard answered the
knock and angrily said, ‘I thought I told you young men
never to return!’

“The junior companion then said, with all the courage
he could muster, “Mr. Pollard, when we left your door,
you said that we didn’t really believe Joseph Smith was
a prophet of God. I want to testify to you, Mr. Pollard,
that I know Joseph Smith was a prophet of God, that by
inspiration he translated the sacred record known as
the Book of Mormon, that he did see God the Father



and Jesus the Son.” The missionaries then departed
the doorstep.

“[Mr. Pollard later testified:] “That evening, sleep would
not come. I tossed and turned. Over and over in my
mind I heard the words, “Joseph Smith was a prophet
of God. I know it. . ..ITknowit....Iknowit.” I could
scarcely wait for morning to come. I telephoned the
missionaries, using their number which was printed
on the small card containing the Articles of Faith.
They returned, and this time my wife, my family, and
I'joined in the discussion as earnest seekers of truth.
As a result, we have all embraced the gospel of Jesus
Christ’” (“The Prophet Joseph Smith,” 69).

If you have not done so,
read Joseph Smith—
History on your own and
ask Heavenly Father to
help you know that
Joseph Smith’s account
of the First Vision is true
or to deepen your
conviction that it is true.
You may also want to
look for opportunities to
share the message of the
First Vision with
someone else.

5. Write your feelings about or testimony of the Prophet
Joseph Smith in your scripture study journal.

L] Scripture Mastery—

Joseph Smith—History 1:15-20

Take time to try and memorize this scripture mastery
passage. If you feel like you cannot memorize all of the
verses, you may want to divide the passage into smaller
parts or memorize verses 16—17 or an abbreviated
portion of the verses only. Here is one method to help
you memorize these verses: Repeat a phrase until you
can say it memorized. Add a second phrase, and repeat
the phrases until you can recite them both. Add a third
phrase, and so on. Speed up as you recite the phrases
you have already learned, and slow down as you recite
new ones.

6. Write the following at the bottom of today's
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Joseph Smith—History 1:1-20 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Joseph Smith—
History 1:21-26

Introduction

After Joseph Smith received the First Vision in 1820, he
shared his experience with a preacher who rejected his
testimony. Others in the community also shunned and
persecuted young Joseph. Men of great social standing
went out of their way to publicly criticize him. In spite
of this opposition, Joseph Smith remained true to

his testimony.

Joseph Smith—History 1:21-23
Persecution against Joseph Smith increases

President Gordon B. Hinckley shared an
experience he had as a young missionary
serving in London, England. As you
read his account, ponder what you might
do if you were in the position of this
young man.

“[A young man came] to our apartment through the
rain of the night. He knocked at the door, and I invited
him in.

“He said, ‘I've got to talk with someone. I'm all alore. . . .’
“And I said, “‘What'’s your problem?’

“And he said, ‘When I joined the Church a little less
than a year ago, my father told me to get out of his
home and never come back. And I've never been back.’

“He continued, ‘A few months later the cricket club
of which I was a member read me off its list, barring
me from membership with the boys with whom

I had grown up and with whom I had been so close
and friendly.’

“Then he said, ‘Last month my boss fired me because
I was a member of this church, and I have been unable
to get another job. . . .

“’And last night the girl with whom I have gone for a
year and a half said she would never marry me because
I'm a Mormon’” (“The Loneliness of Leadership”
[Nov. 4, 1969], 3, speeches.byu.edu).

Have you ever felt that you were poorly treated or
criticized because of your religious beliefs? What were
your feelings at the time?

15



Although Joseph Smith was greatly blessed because he
remained true to his testimony of the First Vision, he
was also severely tested. As you study today, consider
what you might learn from the way Joseph Smith
responded to opposition to his testimony that can help
you with the opposition you may face now or someday
in the future.

In Joseph Smith—History, the Prophet described some
of the opposition he faced because of his testimony.
Read Joseph Smith—History 1:21-23, looking for
words and phrases that help you understand what he
experienced. According to verse 22, who was primarily
involved in persecuting Joseph Smith? As you consider
Joseph Smith’s age and circumstances in life, why do
you think persecution from these people may have
been especially difficult for him?

Notice the phrase near the end of Joseph Smith—
History 1:20 that begins with the words “It seems as
though. . . .” Beginning with these words, read the
remainder of the verse, looking for why Joseph Smith
experienced this persecution. According to Joseph,
why did he experience great persecution at such a
young age?
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Joseph Smith—History 1:24-26

Although Joseph Smith is hated and persecuted, he
remains true to his testimony

Consider the many different accounts of faith and
testimony in the scriptures. Is there another person in
the scriptures whose character or strength of testimony
you greatly admire?

1. Read Joseph Smith—History 1:24, and identify a

person in the scriptures whom Joseph Smith admired
and identified with because of the persecutions he faced. In
your scripture study journal, answer the following questions:

a. How do you think it may have been helpful for Joseph Smith
to see things he had in common with the Apostle Paul?

b. What lesson can we learn about how to deal with difficult
challenges from Joseph Smith’'s example of studying and
pondering Paul’s experiences?

One lesson we can learn is that during difficult times
we can draw strength from the examples of faithful
individuals in the scriptures. (You may want to write
this principle in the margins of your scriptures by Joseph
Smith—History 1:24.)

2. In your scripture study journal, write about a time
when you have been strengthened by studying the
experience of a faithful individual in the scriptures.

In your study of the
Doctrine and Covenants
this year, you will

Identifying Principles

~\
A principle is an enduring
truth or rule that we can
adopt to guide us in making
decisions. Identifying prin-
ciples as you study the
scriptures can help you apply
the scriptures to your own life.

encounter many
individuals with whom
you can identify and
whose examples you
can draw upon for the
strength you need.

Ponder this phrase from
the Prophet’s testimony

in Joseph Smith—
History 1:25: “I had seen a vision; I knew it, and I knew
that God knew it, and I could not deny it.”

3. In your scripture study journal, answer one or both
of the following questions:

a. What does the phrase in Joseph Smith—History 1:25 teach
you about Joseph Smith’s testimony of the First Vision?

b. How can you strengthen your witness of the First Vision?

4. Review Joseph Smith—History 1:24, and then study
verse 25, looking for additional doctrines and principles



that can help you when you face opposition or feel tempted to
waver in your testimony. Write these additional truths you
discover in your scripture study journal.

5. Select one of the truths you identified from Joseph
Smith—History 1:24-25. In your scripture study journal,
answer the following questions based on the truth you selected.

a. How did the Prophet Joseph Smith illustrate this truth in

his life?

b. How might this truth be helpful to you?

¢. How would living this truth affect your choices, or how has
living this truth already affected your life?

Recording Doctrines
and Principles

N\
Learning how to identify
gospel doctrines and princi-
ples found in the scriptures
takes thoughtful effort and
practice. Writing them in the
margin of your scriptures or
in your scripture study journal

can help you recall them later.

Some additional
doctrines and principles
you might have
identified in Joseph
Smith—History 1:24-25
are: The knowledge we
receive from God is
true even if the world
rejects it. We should be
more concerned about
what God thinks of us
than what men think.
Even if we are hated
and persecuted for our

testimonies, we must remain true to them.

Think back to the story President Hinckley told about
the young man in London, England, who faced great
opposition because of his religious beliefs. President
Hinckley continued his account:

“I said, ‘If this has cost you so much, why don’t you

leave the Church and go back to your father’s home
and to your cricket club and to the job that meant so
much to you and to the girl you think you love?’

“He said nothing for what seemed to be a long time.
Then, putting his head down in his hands, he sobbed
and sobbed. Finally, he looked up through his tears
and said, ‘I couldn’t do that. I know this is true, and if
it were to cost me my life, I could never give it up.’

“He picked up his wet cap and walked to the door and
out into the rain, alone and trembling and fearful, but
resolute. As I watched him, I thought of the loneliness
of conscience, the loneliness of testimony, the
loneliness of faith, and the strength and comfort of the
Spirit of God” (“The Loneliness of Leadership,” 3—4).

Choose one of the truths you listed, and set a goal to
apply that truth in your life. (You may want to write
this goal in your scripture study journal.)

To conclude, read Joseph Smith—History 1:26,

and look for the following principle Joseph Smith
demonstrated: By acting on principles taught in the
scriptures, we can gain a testimony of their truth.
As you act on the doctrine or principle you have written
about, your testimony will be strengthened and you will
be able to prevail against the opposition or challenges
you may face.

6. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Joseph Smith—History 1:21-26 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Joseph Smith—
History 1:27-54;
Doctrine and
Covenants 2

Introduction

Young Joseph Smith continued to affirm that he had
seen a vision, and he continued to be persecuted for
it. When he was 17 years old, one evening as Joseph
was praying, an angel named Moroni appeared

and declared that God had a work for Joseph to do,
including the translation of an ancient record written
on gold plates. While explaining Joseph’s role in the
Restoration of the gospel, Moroni quoted a number
of prophecies from the Bible, including Malachi’s
prophecy about the return of Elijah. The next day,
Joseph Smith went to the hill where Moroni had said
the gold plates were buried. There he received further
instruction from Moroni.
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Joseph Smith—History 1:27-29
Joseph Smith prays for forgiveness of his sins

During today’s lesson you will learn more about young
Joseph Smith. Read Joseph Smith—History 1:27-29,

Likening the Scriptures
to Yourself

To liken the scriptures is to
compare them to your own
life. You can ask, “How am |
like the individuals | am study-
ing in the scriptures?” As you
see the similarities between
your experiences and those
of people in the scriptures,
you are better able to identify
doctrines and principles and
receive revelation concerning
how you can apply those
truths in your own life.

and liken these verses
to yourself.

Ponder the situations
and feelings Joseph
Smith experienced as

a youth. How are they
similar to those you face?

In Joseph Smith—
History 1:28, Joseph
wrote that while he was
not guilty of any great
sins, he did not always
act as one who had been
called of God should act.
We can learn important
lessons from what Joseph
Smith did in response to
what he did wrong.

1. Review the end of Joseph Smith—History 1:28, and

then write in your scripture study journal what Joseph
Smith did in response to what he did wrong. In addition, list one
or two principles you learn from Joseph's example.

Some truths we can learn from Joseph Smith—History
1:28 are: As we recognize our sins and feel sorrow
for them, we can pray to Heavenly Father for
forgiveness. We can pray to know of our standing

before God.

2. Answer the following question in your scripture study
journal: How could praying to know of your standing

before God help you?

Read the following instruction from Elder
Neil L. Andersen of the Quorum of the
Twelve Apostles to better understand how
prayer can help us know of our standing
before God and recognize changes He
might have us make:

“How do we decide where our repentance should

be focused? . . . [We can] humbly petition the Lord:
‘Father, what wouldst Thou have me do?’ The answers
come. We feel the changes we need to make. The Lord
tells us in our mind and in our heart.

“We then are allowed to choose: will we repent, or will
we pull the shades down over our open window into
heaven?” (“Repent . . . That I May Heal You,” Ensign or

Liahona, Nov. 2009, 41).
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Remember that Heavenly Father is willing to forgive
us as we exercise faith in Jesus Christ and do what is
necessary to repent of our sins.

Joseph Smith—History 1:30-35
The angel Moroni appears to Joseph Smith

While Joseph Smith was praying for forgiveness,
the angel Moroni appeared to him. Read Joseph
Smith—History 1:30-32, and try to visualize what
this experience would have been like.

Read Joseph Smith—History 1:33, and find Moroni’s
message to Joseph Smith. You may want to mark
words or phrases that indicate that God had a work
for Joseph Smith to do. Ponder what Joseph might
have felt as he learned of what the Lord would do
through him.

3. Moroni prophesied that Joseph Smith’s name would

be “both good and evil spoken of among all people”
(Joseph Smith—-History 1:33). In your scripture study journal,
write about evidence you have witnessed that shows this
prophecy is being fulfilled.

Moroni also taught Joseph Smith about the work he
would perform. Read Joseph Smith—History 1:34-35,
and identify what that work would be.



Joseph Smith—History 1:36—49; Doctrine
and Covenants 2

Moroni instructs and warns Joseph Smith

In Joseph Smith—History 1:36—42 we read that Moroni
quoted many prophecies from the Bible to explain that
the Restoration of the gospel was about to commence.
As you read these verses, you may want to mark the
references to the scripture passages that are mentioned.

Read Joseph Smith—History 1:38-39. In 1876 Brigham
Young directed that Moroni’s words in these verses

be added to the Doctrine and Covenants as section 2.
This prophecy of Elijjah’s return was one of the earliest
revelations given in this dispensation, and it is of such
importance that it also appears in the Old Testament
(Malachi 4:5-6), New Testament (Luke 1:17), and Book
of Mormon (3 Nephi 25:5-6).You may want to write
these cross-references next to Joseph Smith—History
1:38-39 and Doctrine and Covenants 2.

President Henry B. Eyring of the First

Presidency said the following about Elijah

and the priesthood power he would

restore: “It is important to know why the

Lord promised to send Eljjah. Elijah was a

great prophet with great power given him
by God. He held the greatest power God gives to His
children: he held the sealing power, the power to bind
on earth and have it bound in heaven” (“Hearts Bound
Together,” Ensign, May 2005, 78).

Using President Eyring’s explanation to help you,
summarize the meaning of Doctrine and Covenants
2:1 in your own words:

Doctrine and Covenants 2:2 refers to promises made
to the fathers. Elder Bruce R. McConkie of the Quorum
of the Twelve Apostles clarified who these fathers are
and what promises were made to them: “Who are the
fathers? They are Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to whom
the promises were made. What are the promises? They
are the promises of a continuation of the family unit in
eternity” (The Millennial Messiah: The Second Coming of
the Son of Man [1982], 267).

In addition to referring to the Old Testament prophets
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, “the fathers” refers to
others, as President Joseph Fielding Smith explained:
“The fathers are our dead ancestors who died without
the privilege of receiving the gospel, but who received
the promise that the time would come when that
privilege would be granted them. The children are
those now living who are preparing genealogical

data and who are performing the vicarious ordinances
in the temples” (Doctrines of Salvation, ed. Bruce R.
McConkie, 3 vols. [1954-56], 2:127).

Using the explanations given above, summarize the
meaning of Doctrine and Covenants 2:2 in your own
words:

Doctrine and Covenants 2:3 states that the earth would
be utterly wasted if Elijah did not come. President
Joseph Fielding Smith explained why this would occur:
“Why would the earth be wasted? Simply because if
there is not a welding link between the fathers and the
children—which is the work for the dead—then we
will all stand rejected; the whole work of God will fail
and be utterly wasted” (Doctrines of Salvation, 2:122;
see also D&C 128:17-18).

Using this explanation, summarize the meaning of
Doctrine and Covenants 2:3 in your own words:

The following are some examples of truths you may
have identified in Doctrine and Covenants 2:1-3. Match
the truth with the appropriate verse where it is taught.

___ 1. God would send Elijah to a. D&C 2:1
restore the sealing power to
the earth before the Second

Coming of Jesus Christ.

2. Our hearts can be turned to b. D&C 2:2
our family members, and we
can perform ordinances that

unite us with them eternally.

3. If families are not united c¢. D&C2:3
through the sealing power,
the earth would be wasted at

Jesus Christ's Second Coming.

4. Based on what you have learned from Doctrine and

Covenants 2, record in your scripture study journal a few
sentences explaining your feelings about the importance of
Elijah’s return.

In your study of Doctrine and Covenants 110 later this
year, you will learn how this prophecy was fulfilled as

Elijah returned and bestowed the sealing power upon
the Prophet Joseph Smith.
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After Moroni taught Joseph Smith about the return of
Elijah, quoted other prophecies of the Restoration, and
provided further instructions about the gold plates, he
departed (see Joseph Smith—History 1:42-43). Read
Joseph Smith—History 1:44-45, and identify what
happened following Moroni’s departure.

Read Joseph Smith—History 1:46—49, and look for
the number of times Moroni repeated his message to
Joseph Smith. In total, how many times did Moroni
deliver his message to Joseph Smith?

One truth we learn from this is that the Lord and His
servants often repeat important teachings.

Consider the sacrament prayers. Why are they repeated
each week word for word? Think about teachings that
you have heard repeated in the scriptures and during
general conferences.

5. In your scripture study journal, list some examples of

teachings you have heard repeated, and then explain why
you think the Lord and his servants often repeat teachings. Be
sure to describe how you might apply this truth this year.

Joseph Smith—History 1:50-54

Joseph goes to the hill and uncovers the record, the Urim
and Thummim, and the breastplate

Joseph Smith—History 1:50-51 explains that after he
told his father about the visits from Moroni, Joseph
went to the hill where the gold plates were buried.

6. Imagine how you would feel if you were Moroni and

were visiting with Joseph Smith after waiting more than
1,400 years for the plates to be uncovered and translated. As you
imagine this, read Joseph Smith—History 1:52-54, and then
write in your scripture study journal about how you might have
felt during this experience.

In the next lesson you will discover what occurred at
the end of the four-year waiting period.

7. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Joseph Smith—History 1:27-54 and Doctrine and
Covenants 2 and completed this lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:
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Joseph Smith—
History 1:55—-65

Introduction

After four years of receiving instructions from the angel
Moroni, Joseph Smith was given charge of the gold
plates, and he began to translate the Book of Mormon.
Martin Harris was allowed to show some of the
characters copied from the plates and their translation
to scholars in New York. Notice how Joseph Smith took
his charge concerning the plates seriously.

Joseph Smith—History 1:55-58
Joseph experiences significant events in early adulthood

Think about significant events that have happened in
the lives of teenagers you know. (These might include
patriarchal blessings, jobs, education, family situations
changing, or even deaths of loved ones.) What is a
significant event that has happened to you in the past
few years? How do you feel this event has affected
your character and your future?

Read Joseph Smith—History 1:55-58, and identify
important events in Joseph Smith’s life that
occurred before he received the gold plates from the
angel Moroni.

It is important to know that during this time Joseph’s
older brother Alvin died. This event played a role in
future revelations that you will learn about later in the
year (see D&C 137:1-6).

Another important event during this time was his
marriage to Emma Hale. The Prophet’s mother, Lucy
Mack Smith, remarked about her son’s marriage to
Emma: “We were pleased with his choice and not
only consented to his marrying her, but requested
him to bring her home with him and live with us”
(History of Joseph Smith by His Mother, ed. Preston
Nibley [1958], 93).



Joseph Smith—History 1:59-62
Joseph receives the plates and begins translating

Imagine that your father entrusted you with a copy of
the first edition of the Book of Mormon (which is worth
nearly $180,000 in today’s currency). How would you
treat that book if you understood its monetary value?
How would you treat it if you found out it was the last
original copy of the Book of Mormon in existence?

Joseph Smith was entrusted with something very
significant. Ponder what you can learn from his example
as you study his account. Read Joseph Smith—History
1:59, and look for the significant items the angel Moroni
entrusted to Joseph (consider marking these items in
your scriptures).

What responsibility did Joseph receive concerning
these items? Complete the following principle based
on what Moroni promised Joseph, as recorded in
Joseph Smith—History 1:59: As I take responsibility
for and preserve that which the Lord has given me,
He will

One way you could complete the principle is “provide
His protection and help.”

Read Joseph Smith—History 1:60, and look for what
occurred as Joseph took possession of the gold plates.

As you read, notice how the Lord fulfilled His promise
as Joseph was faithful to the responsibility he had
been given.

After Joseph Smith received the plates from Moroni,
he initially hid them in a decayed birch log about three
miles from his home. To understand how the Lord
provided His protection and help as Joseph Smith used
all his power to be responsible for the gold plates, read
the following description from Joseph Smith’s mother
about what occurred shortly after he obtained the
plates at the Hill Cumorah from Moroni:

“Joseph, on coming to them, took them from their
secret place, and, wrapping them in his linen frock,
placed them under his arm and started for home.

“After proceeding a short distance, he thought it
would be more safe to leave the road and go through
the woods. Traveling some distance after he left the
road, he came to a large windfall, and as he was
jumping over a log, a man sprang up from behind it
and gave him a heavy blow with a gun. Joseph turned
around and knocked him down, then ran at the top of
his speed. About half a mile farther he was attacked
again in the same manner as before; he knocked this
man down in like manner as the former and ran on
again; and before he reached home he was assaulted
the third time. In striking the last one, he dislocated
his thumb, which, however, he did not notice until
he came within sight of the house, when he threw
himself down in the corner of the fence in order

to recover his breath. As soon as he was able, he
arose and came to the house. He was still altogether
speechless from fright and the fatigue of running”
(History of Joseph Smith by His Mother, 108).

Although protecting the gold plates was

never easy for Joseph Smith, notice how

God blessed and strengthened him to be

able to fulfill his responsibility. Elder

D. Todd Christofferson of the Quorum of

the Twelve Apostles gave some counsel
about the sacred trusts the Lord has given you:

“Be wise with what the Lord gives you. It is a trust. . . .

“Rather than letting your life drift into carelessness,
may it be one of increasing exactness in obedience. I
hope you will think and feel and dress and act in ways
that show reverence and respect for sacred things,
sacred places, sacred occasions” (“A Sense of the
Sacred,” New Era, June 2006, 31).

Think about some of the sacred trusts that Heavenly
Father has given us, such as treating our bodies with
reverence, baptismal and temple covenants, priesthood
authority and duties, Church callings, the responsibility
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to nourish our minds and spirits, family responsibilities
and relationships, and the admonition to share the
gospel. Evaluate whether you are currently being
careless and neglectful or responsible for those things
entrusted to you. Ponder what blessings may come to
you as you strive to treat all of your sacred trusts with
greater care.

1. In your scripture study journal, record some of

the sacred trusts you feel you have been given and
the blessings that may come to you as you treat those trusts
with care.

To see how the Lord continually blessed Joseph

and Emma Smith for their faithfulness, read Joseph
Smith—History 1:61-62. By what means did the Lord
bless the Prophet and his wife at this time?

Joseph Smith—History 1:63-65

Martin Harris presents characters from the plates to
scholars in New York

Imagine that you were allowed to copy some of the
actual characters from the gold plates. What would you
do with the copy? What would you do if you wanted
to prove to a friend that the gold plates really were of
ancient origin, just as you had been saying all along?

The preceding picture is an example of characters that
were written on the gold plates. In 1827, Joseph Smith
copied some of the characters onto a piece of paper.
Martin Harris asked if he could show the characters to
scholars who had some knowledge of ancient
languages and civilizations. Martin may have felt that
the scholars’ certification of the characters would help
his wife, who did not approve of Martin helping Joseph
Smith in the process of translation. Martin Harris may
also have hoped a certification of the authenticity of
the characters could help him raise money to pay for
the publication of the Book of Mormon. We do not
know if the copy depicted here is the same as the one
Martin Harris presented to the scholars because several
copies of the characters were made.
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2. Copy the following chart in your scripture
study journal:

Joseph Smith—History Isaiah 29:10-12

1:63-65

/\\/

Joseph Smith—History 1:63-65 gives the account of
Martin Harris meeting with the scholars. This event
was prophesied by the ancient prophet Isaiah. Read
that scripture passage; then read Isaiah 29:10-12. (It
will be helpful to read the chapter heading to Isaiah 29
as well.) As you read these passages, summarize what
is being said in the corresponding column in your
chart. When you have completed both sides of the
chart, look for similarities between Martin Harris’s
account and Isaiah’s prophecy and record what you
find in your scripture study journal.

What truth does Isaiah’s prophecy and the account of
Martin Harris showing the characters to the scholars
teach us about God’s foreknowledge and the
prophecies of the Lord’s servants?

You may desire to write the following statement of truth
in your scriptures next to this account in Joseph Smith—
History 1:63-65: The prophecies of the Lord’s servants
will come to pass. Can you think of a scripture mastery
passage that teaches this same truth?




Be Familiar with and
Review Scripture
Mastery from

Other Years

~\

Periodically take some time
to become familiar with and
review scripture mastery refer-
ences from previous years or
future years. This will increase
your ability to remember
them and use them in a vari-
ety of settings. Lists of the
scripture mastery references
can be found in the seminary
materials on si.lds.org and on
scripture mastery bookmarks.

Two scripture mastery
passages that teach
that the prophecies

of the Lord’s servants
will come to pass are
Doctrine and Covenants
1:37-38 and Amos 3:7.
You may want to write
these references next to
Joseph Smith—History
1:65 in your scriptures.

After Martin Harris
showed the characters
to Professor Anthon and
Dr. Mitchell, he returned
to Palmyra with renewed
determination to assist
in the publication of the
Book of Mormon.

3. In your scripture study journal, write a few sentences
summarizing what you learned in today’s lesson and why
it is important to you. Consider sharing what you wrote with your

family or a friend.

4. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Joseph Smith—History 1:55-65 and completed

this lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share

with my teacher:

UNIT 3: DAY 1

Doctrine and
Covenants 3: 10

Introduction

From mid-April to mid-June 1828, the Prophet
Joseph Smith was translating the gold plates while
living in Harmony, Pennsylvania. A wealthy farmer
and businessman named Martin Harris was acting as
scribe while Joseph translated the Book of Mormon.
Martin was 22 years older than Joseph and had given
Joseph and Emma $50 (which was a substantial
amount of money at that time) to relocate to

Harmony, where Emma’s family lived, thus helping
to support Joseph while he translated the plates. In
February 1828, Joseph allowed Martin to take copies
of characters from the plates to be authenticated

by two professors in New York City (see Joseph
Smith—History 1:63-65). Lucy Harris, Martin’s wife,
had become increasingly concerned about Martin’s
interest and financial involvement in the translation
of the plates. She and others began to pressure
Martin for evidence of the plates” existence. To satisfy
their concerns, in mid-June Martin requested that
Joseph allow him to take the 116 pages of manuscript
they had completed to show as evidence.

Doctrine and Covenants 3:1-3

Joseph Smith learns that the work of God cannot
be frustrated

Think of situations when you might be tempted to
listen to a friend rather than follow the counsel or
commandments of Heavenly Father. For instance,
you might be tempted to allow a friend to copy your
homework or be tempted to watch an inappropriate
movie or video on the Internet with your friends. Why
is it sometimes difficult to resist friends when they ask
you to do something you know is wrong?

By mid-June 1828, the Prophet Joseph Smith, with
Martin Harris as scribe, had translated 116 pages of
manuscript from the gold plates. Martin asked Joseph
to allow him to take the manuscript to “read to his
friends that [perhaps] he might convince them of the
truth” (Histories, Volume 1: Joseph Smith Histories, 1832
1844, vol. 1 of the Histories series of The Joseph Smith
Papers [2012], 15). Joseph approached the Lord with
Martin’s request but was told not to let the manuscript
out of his possession. Martin convinced Joseph to ask
again—which resulted in a second refusal from the
Lord. Martin prevailed upon Joseph to ask once more
and, on this third request, the Lord gave permission
for Martin to take the manuscript if he agreed to show
the manuscript only to his wife and a few select family
members. However, Martin broke his oath and the
manuscript was lost. Because Joseph had not accepted
the Lord’s initial counsel but delivered “that which was
sacred into the hands of a wicked man” (D&C 3:12),
Moroni took the plates and the Urim and Thummim
from the Prophet. However, Joseph was told that he
could receive them again if he would be “humble and
penitent” (Lucy Mack Smith, History of Joseph Smith by
His Mother, ed. Preston Nibley [1958], 134).
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Considering what you know about Martin Harris and
all that he had done for Joseph Smith, why do you
think Joseph persisted in asking God if Martin could
take the manuscript even though God had already
given a clear answer the first two times he asked?

After the loss of the

116 pages, the Prophet
experienced great
anguish of soul. In July
1828, Moroni temporarily
returned the Urim and
Thummim to Joseph

for the purpose of
receiving the revelation
found in Doctrine and
Covenants 3. Read
Doctrine and Covenants
3:1-3, and mark a truth
God revealed to the
Prophet Joseph Smith in
those verses.

From these verses we learn that the purposes of God
cannot be frustrated. It may help you to understand
that, as used in Doctrine and Covenants 3:1, the word
frustrated means prevented from being accomplished.

1. In your scripture study journal, write how this truth

could have been comforting to Joseph Smith at that
time. Why do you think it is important for those engaged in the
Lord's service to also understand that God's purposes cannot
be frustrated?

Doctrine and Covenants 3:4-15
The Lord rebukes Joseph Smith and exhorts him to repent

Although the Lord reassured Joseph, He also wanted His
young prophet to understand the mistakes he had made
and the consequences of those mistakes. Read Doctrine
and Covenants 3:4—-6, and identify words and phrases
that might have been hard for Joseph Smith to hear.

Now read Doctrine and Covenants 3:12-15, and look
for why Joseph'’s actions were so serious in the eyes
of the Lord. It may be helpful to understand what

is meant by the Lord referring to Martin Harris as a
“wicked man” (D&C 3:12). Martin was not a man
who enjoyed sin and was unrepentant or immoral.
Rather, he was a man who sinned by yielding to
weakness within himself, including pride. In Doctrine
and Covenants 3:13, notice the reasons the Lord gave
explaining how Martin was wicked.

The Lord reminded Joseph what he should have done
when he was under pressure from Martin Harris.
Read Doctrine and Covenants 3:7, and complete the
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following truth based on the Lord’s counsel to Joseph
Smith: We should fear God more than .
You may want to mark the words or phrases in verse 7
that teach this principle.

The following explanation from Elder D. Todd
Christofferson of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles
can help you better understand this truth:

“There are many places in the scriptures

that counsel mankind to fear God. In

our day we generally interpret the word

fear as ‘respect’ or ‘reverence’ or ‘love’;

that is, the fear of God means the love

of God or respect for Him and His law.
That may often be a correct reading, but I wonder if
sometimes fear doesn'’t really mean fear, as when the
prophets speak of fearing to offend God by breaking
His commandments. . . .

“. .. We should so love and reverence Him that we fear
doing anything wrong in His sight, whatever may be
the opinions of or pressure from others” (“A Sense of
the Sacred” [Church Educational System fireside for
young adults, Nov. 7, 2004], 6-7).

2. In your scripture study journal, explain how fearing,

meaning loving and reverencing and fearing to offend
God, as Elder Christofferson explained, can help us make right
decisions even when we feel pressure from others.

Joseph Smith was told what God would have done
if Joseph had listened to His first answer to Martin
Harris’s request. Mark this reassurance in Doctrine
and Covenants 3:8.

3. From what you learn in Doctrine and Covenants 3:8,

complete this “if-then” principle in your scripture
study journal: If we are faithful to the Lord’s
commandments, then . . .

Think about a time or times when you chose to follow
the Lord’s commandments rather than the persuasions
or influence of other people. In what ways have you
seen this promise fulfilled in your life?

4. At the beginning of this lesson you were asked to think

about situations when you might be tempted to listen to a
friend instead of being obedient to Heavenly Father. In your
scripture study journal, explain how the truth you learned in
Doctrine and Covenants 3:8 might help you when you are
tempted or feel pressure to do something you know is not right.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 3:9-11, and look for
the promise the Lord gave to Joseph Smith despite
the seriousness of the mistakes he had made. Think
about how this promise applies to us when we sin or
make mistakes.



Doctrine and Covenants 3:16-20
The Lord explains His purposes for the Book of Mormon

In Doctrine and Covenants 3:16-20 the Lord’s
purposes for the Book of Mormon are explained. Read
these verses, and find why the work Joseph Smith was
doing was so important to the Lord and His people.

Doctrine and Covenants 10:1-4
The Lord restores Joseph’s gift to translate

Some time after the Book of Mormon plates and

the Urim and Thummim were returned to him, the
Prophet Joseph Smith received direction from the
Lord about what to do about the portion of the plates
corresponding to the manuscript pages that were lost.
The Lord commanded Joseph not to retranslate that
portion, and He revealed Satan’s plot to destroy the
work of God. He then commanded Joseph to translate
the small plates of Nephi that would be used to replace
the material from the 116 pages that were lost and
explained the purpose of the Book of Mormon and its
role in establishing His Church.

In Doctrine and Covenants 10:1-2 the Lord reminded
Joseph why the power to translate was taken from
him and what happened as a result of his mistake.
Read Doctrine and Covenants 10:3—4, and look for
counsel the Lord gave to Joseph Smith as he began
to translate again.

How might Joseph’s remorse regarding the loss of the
manuscript have affected his desire to work harder

in his translation efforts? The Lord knew that Joseph
Smith had other priorities in life, such as caring for his
wife and earning a living, and counseled him not to
labor or to translate more than he had strength. How
might the counsel to not run faster than you have
strength guide you?

Doctrine and Covenants 10:5-37
Satan seeks to destroy Joseph Smith and the work of God

How could a snare or a trap like the one pictured
represent Satan’s intentions toward us?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 10:5, and look for what
the Lord commanded the Prophet Joseph Smith to do
in order to escape Satan’s traps. (Doctrine and
Covenants 10:5 is a scripture mastery passage.)

Complete the following principle based on what
Doctrine and Covenants 10:5 teaches about the
blessings that can come from prayer: As we pray
always,

You may want to mark the words and phrases in
Doctrine and Covenants 10:5 that teach this principle.

The Lord warned Joseph of a trap Satan had set

to destroy the Prophet and the work of God. Read
Doctrine and Covenants 10:6, 10-19, and identify
the plan of the wicked individuals who were then in
possession of the manuscript that Martin Harris had
taken home.

In Doctrine and Covenants 10:20-29 the Lord spoke
about Satan’s influence on the people who stole the 116
pages of manuscript. He also revealed Satan’s purposes.
From these verses we learn that Satan desires to
destroy the work of the Lord and our souls.

5. How can being aware of Satan'’s intentions and

methods help you avoid and escape his traps? In your
scripture study journal, write a plan of what you can do to avoid
or escape his traps, such as avoiding viewing immoral images if
they suddenly appeared before you or going places you know
you should avoid.

In Doctrine and Covenants 10:30-37 we learn that
because of those wicked people’s plan to destroy the
work of God and Joseph Smith’s reputation, the Lord
commanded the Prophet not to retranslate the portion
of the plates that was on the lost pages.

Doctrine and Covenants 10:38-45

The Lord commands Joseph Smith to translate the plates
of Nephi

Read Doctrine and Covenants 10:38—42, and look
for what the Lord told the Prophet Joseph Smith to
translate instead of the portion of the plates that had
been translated on the lost manuscript.

The lost document contained the translation of the
book of Lehi, which was in Mormon'’s abridgment of
the large plates of Nephi (covering 600 B.c. to 130 B.C.).
Nephi had been inspired to write the small plates

of Nephi and Mormon had been inspired to include
the small plates of Nephi with his record for “a wise
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purpose,” which at the time they did not completely

understand (see 1 Nephi 9:5; Words of Mormon 1:3-7).

The small plates of Nephi covered approximately the
same time period (from 600 B.c. to 130 B.C.) as the book
of Lehi.

How does knowing that God prepared a way to
compensate for the 116 lost manuscript pages
thousands of years before they were lost help you
more fully trust in Him?

Doctrine and Covenants 10:46-70

The Lord explains the purpose for the Book of Mormon
and its role in establishing His Church

In Doctrine and Covenants 10:46-70 we learn that
the Lord answered the faithful prayers of His Nephite
disciples by preserving and bringing forth the Book
of Mormon in our day. The Lord taught the Prophet
Joseph Smith that the Book of Mormon “bring[s] to
light the true points of [His] doctrine” (D&C 10:62).
Building upon those points of doctrine, the Savior
established His Church in the last days.

[J Scripture Mastery—Doctrine and
Covenants 10:5

6. Reread Doctrine and Covenants 10:5, and then write
in your scripture study journal about a time when prayer
has helped you to gain victory over Satan.

7. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 3; 10 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Doctrine and
Covenants 4

Introduction

In February 1829, Joseph Smith Sr. and his wife,

Lucy, visited their son Joseph Smith Jr. in Harmony,
Pennsylvania. Joseph Smith Sr. desired to know what
the Lord wanted him to do to assist in the work of the
Restoration. During that visit Joseph Smith Jr. received
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a revelation. This revelation, addressed to the Prophet’s
father, is the first in a series of several revelations given
to individuals who desired to assist the Lord in His
work (see also D&C 6; 8-9; 11-12; 14-16; 23; 25).

Doctrine and Covenants 4:1-3
Joseph Smith Sr. is called to labor in God's service

Have you ever desired to
serve God and wanted to
know His will regarding
how you could best
assist in doing His work?
Joseph Smith’s father
desired to assist the
Lord in His work, but he
didn’t know what the
Lord wanted Him to do.
He asked his son, the
Prophet, to inquire of
the Lord on his behalf.
Doctrine and Covenants 4 is the Lord’s response. In
this revelation He outlined the qualities He expects
of those who desire to assist Him in His work. Notice
as you read this section what the Lord taught Joseph
Smith Sr. about how we are to serve Him.

When this revelation was received, the Church had
not yet been organized, the translation of the Book of
Mormon had not been completed, and the priesthood
had not yet been restored. Read Doctrine and
Covenants 4:1, looking for how the Lord described
the Restoration of the gospel that was just beginning
to unfold. You may want to mark the word the Lord
used to describe the Restoration of the gospel in the
latter days. In what ways was the Restoration of the
gospel “marvelous”?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 4:2, and look for what the
Lord asks of those who embark, or begin, in His service.
Finish the following principle based on Doctrine and
Covenants 4:2: If we serve God with all of our heart,
might, mind, and strength, we can

You may also want to mark words or phrases that teach
this principle in Doctrine and Covenants 4:2.

1. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. What do you think it means to do something “with all your
heart, might, mind and strength”?

b. How could understanding and applying this principle help you
as you participate in the work of the Lord?



Read Doctrine and Covenants 4:3, and look for what
we need to have that will help us succeed in assisting
with God’s work. You may want to mark what you find.

Some consider Doctrine and Covenants 4 primarily as
a call to full-time missionary service. However, Joseph
Smith Sr., to whom this revelation was given, was not
being called as a full-time missionary. He did, however,
follow the counsel in Doctrine and Covenants 4:2-3 for
the rest of his life, serving with commitment wherever
and whenever he was called. He was one of the Eight
Witnesses of the Book of Mormon and one of the

first to be baptized when the Church was officially
organized on April 6, 1830. He also served as the first
Patriarch to the Church and as Assistant Counselor

to the First Presidency. Think of some other ways,

in addition to full-time missionary service, you can
assist the Lord in His work. For example, the following
excerpt from the For the Strength of Youth booklet on the
topic of service gives some ideas about how you can
act on your desire to assist in the Lord’s work now:

“Service to others is an important characteristic of a
disciple of Jesus Christ. A disciple is willing to bear
other people’s burdens and to comfort those who need
comfort. Often Heavenly Father will meet the needs of
others through you.

“There are many ways to serve others. Some of the
most important service you can give will be within
your own home.You can also serve in your Church
assignments, school, and community. You can serve
by doing temple and family history work. You can
serve by sharing the gospel with others now and as
a full-time missionary in the future. Often the most
meaningful service is expressed through simple,
everyday acts of kindness. Seek the guidance of the
Holy Ghost each day to know whom to serve and
how to help meet their needs. Follow the example
of the Savior as you serve others” (For the Strength
of Youth [booklet, 2011], 32).

2. In your scripture study journal, describe a specific
way you want to assist the Lord in His work at this time
in your life.

Doctrine and Covenants 4:4
The field is ready to harvest

In Doctrine and Covenants 4:4 the Lord referred to the
people of the world as a field of grain. Read Doctrine
and Covenants 4:4, and mark what the Lord said about
His field (or the people of the world). It might help you
more fully understand this verse to know that grains
such as wheat or barley change color as they grow.
When grain is young, it is green, but as it matures it
grows pale. When the grain is ready for harvesting, it is
often described as “white.” A large curved knife called
a sickle is used for harvesting the grain.

3. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. What do you think the phrase “the field is white already
to harvest” means?

b. What do you think it means to thrust in your sickle with
your might?

¢. What is the reward mentioned in Doctrine and Covenants 4:4
for those who thrust in their sickle with their might?

One truth we can learn from this verse about the
effect of our work to serve the Lord is that as we labor
diligently to bring others unto Jesus Christ, we can
also receive salvation for ourselves.

4. In your scripture study journal, write about a time
when you felt closer to Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ
as you worked to help others come to Them.
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Doctrine and Covenants 4:5-7

The Lord outlines the qualifications and key attributes for
those who serve Him

Think of two or three jobs, careers, or professions.
What qualifications and necessary attributes would
someone need to succeed in each of them?

Find a recipe for one of your favorite meals, and read
the list of ingredients on it. What would happen if
you tried to make that meal but did not include one
or two of the ingredients? Doctrine and Covenants
4:5-6 contains a list of “ingredients” or attributes that
qualify a person to assist in the Lord’s work. Read the
verses, and consider marking each divine attribute
listed. You may also want to mark words or phrases
that teach this principle: As we strive to develop
divine attributes, it will help us qualify to assist
in the work of the Lord.

Consider how developing each of these divine attributes
can help you better assist the Lord in His work.

5. Choose one attribute from Doctrine and Covenants

4:5-6 that you would like to develop more fully. Using
resources available to you (such as the Topical Guide or Guide to
the Scriptures), find three other scriptures that teach about that
attribute. (You may also want to read the True to the Faith entry
or the entry in the Guide to the Scriptures for the attribute you
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have chosen.) Write a brief summary in your scripture study
journal of what you learned about that attribute, as well as what
you can do now to begin developing that attribute. You may wish
to share your plan with a parent or close friend.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 4:7, and look for how
you can seek after and develop these attributes. Ponder
on what it means to “ask” and to “knock.” How might
prayer help us develop divine attributes?

6. Write the following at the bottom of today's
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 4 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Doctrine and
Covenants 5

Introduction

Although Martin Harris lost the first 116 manuscript
pages of the Book of Mormon during the summer of
1828, he maintained a desire to assist in the coming
forth of the Book of Mormon. In March 1829, Martin
planned to travel from his home in New York to visit
Joseph and Emma Smith in Harmony, Pennsylvania.
However, Martin’s wife, Lucy Harris, was upset about
the time and money her husband was dedicating

to the publication of the Book of Mormon. She was
also angry with Joseph Smith for having denied her
earlier requests to see the gold plates. She filed a legal
complaint against Joseph and gathered a number of
people who were willing to testify that he had lied
about the existence of the plates. In addition to the
threat of the lawsuit against Joseph, these people
warned Martin Harris that if he did not join them in
testifying of Joseph Smith’s alleged deception and
fraud, Martin would also be guilty and would join
Joseph in prison.

At this time Martin had never seen the gold plates
himself, although he had acted as a scribe for Joseph.
After traveling to Joseph’s home, Martin expressed his
desire to receive a further witness of the reality of the
gold plates. After Joseph listened to Martin’s request
to see the plates, he inquired of the Lord and received
the revelation in Doctrine and Covenants 5. In this



revelation the Lord declared that three witnesses would
be called to testify of the Book of Mormon and informed
Martin of what he must do to qualify to become one of
these witnesses.

Doctrine and Covenants 5:1-22

The Lord declares He will bring forth His word in the last
days and witnesses will testify

Have you ever been asked to be a witness? What does it
take to become an expert witness? Is there some event
in world history that you would like to have witnessed
personally? Is there any event in Church history that
you would like to have seen or witnessed? Why?

In the introduction to this lesson you learned that Martin
Harris desired to see the gold plates. Have you ever felt a
desire to see the gold plates? Why?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 5:1-3, and look for how
the Lord told Joseph Smith to answer Martin Harris’s
request. According to these verses, why couldn't Joseph
Smith show Martin Harris the plates?

Have you ever wondered why the Lord has not
allowed the gold plates to be displayed before the
world? President Joseph Fielding Smith explained at
least one reason why
people would desire to
see the plates:
“Frequently when
[people] ... hear the
story of the coming forth
of the Book of Mormon,
they ask if the plates are
in some museum where
they may be seen. Some
of them with some
scientific training [suggest] that if the scholars could
see and examine the plates and learn to read them,
they would then bear witness to the truth of the Book
of Mormon and the veracity of Joseph Smith, and the
whole world would then be converted” (Church History
and Modern Revelation, 2 vols. [1953], 1:40).

As you read Doctrine and Covenants 5:5-10, look for
why the Lord told Joseph Smith not to display the
plates before the world.

According to Doctrine and Covenants 5:7, those who
did not believe the Lord’s words revealed through
Joseph Smith would not believe even if they were to
see the plates.

1. Based on what you have learned from Doctrine and

Covenants 5:5-10, write a couple of sentences in your
scripture study journal about why the Lord did not want Joseph
Smith to display the plates before the world.

From Doctrine and Covenants 5:10 we learn that the
Lord called Joseph Smith to deliver His word to

the world. This was a calling unique to the Prophet
Joseph Smith.You may want to mark the words that
teach this truth in Doctrine and Covenants 5:10.

2. Write in your scripture study journal why you think
it is important to have a testimony of this truth.

Before this revelation was received, Martin Harris was
called before a judge in New York to testify concerning
the charges of deception and fraud against Joseph
Smith. Martin boldly testified of Joseph Smith’s
honesty and character and told the court: “As to the
plates which he professes to have, gentlemen, if you
do not believe it, but continue to resist the truth, it
will one day be the means of damning your souls”
(in Lucy Mack Smith, History of Joseph Smith by His
Mother, ed. Preston Nibley [1958], 146). After hearing
Martin’s testimony, the judge dismissed the case
against Joseph Smith.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 5:11, and look for what
the Lord said He would do to support the Prophet
Joseph Smith’s testimony of the Book of Mormon.
From this verse we learn that the Lord declared that
the testimony of the Three Witnesses will stand
as evidence of the truthfulness of the Book of
Mormon. Read Doctrine and Covenants 5:11-15,
looking for what the Three Witnesses would hear, see,
and be charged to do. As you read, you may want to
mark what you discover.

3. Write your thoughts about the following questions in
your scripture study journal:

a. How could the testimony of three additional witnesses of the
Book of Mormon plates be helpful to someone who is not a
member of the Church?

b. How could this truth be helpful for someone who is a
member of the Church?
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In addition to directing Joseph Smith and the Three
Witnesses to bear testimony, the Lord provided another
means by which we can know of the truthfulness of the
Book of Mormon. Read Doctrine and Covenants 5:16,
and look for what the Lord promised those who believe
in the Book of Mormon.

Based on what you read, complete the following truth:
If we will believe on the Lord’s words,

(You also may want to write the completed principle in
your scriptures near verse 16.)

President Ezra Taft Benson spoke of our

individual responsibility to gain and share

a witness of the Book of Mormon: “We

each need to get our own testimony of

the Book of Mormon through the Holy

Ghost. Then our testimony, coupled with
the Book of Mormon, should be shared with others so
that they, too, can know through the Holy Ghost of its
truthfulness” (“The Book of Mormon and the Doctrine
and Covenants,” Ensign, May 1987, 84).

4. Write one or both of the following in your scripture
study journal:

a. Your own testimony of the Book of Mormon

b. What you can do to gain or strengthen your witness that
the Book of Mormon is true

Read Doctrine and Covenants 5:21-22, replacing the
name “Joseph” with your own name. Ponder how you
can avoid yielding “to the persuasions of men.”

What did the Lord promise that Joseph Smith would
receive if he would be faithful, even if he was “slain”?

Doctrine and Covenants 5:23-35

Martin Harris may be called as one of the Three Witnesses
if he repents

What is necessary to make a lightbulb work?

In addition to electricity, we would need to put the

lightbulb in a lamp, plug in the lamp, and then turn on
the lamp. Just as there
are several steps to
lighting a lightbulb,
Martin Harris learned
that there would be
several steps to receiving
the witness of the plates

he desired from the Lord.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 5:23-24, and identify
the conditional promise the Lord gave to Martin

Harris. As you read, look for the word if and identify
the several steps or conditions that follow that word.
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Complete the following statement based on what you

read: If Martin Harris will

;

then the Lord will grant him a view of the plates as he
desired. Through this promise, the Lord was offering
Martin Harris the opportunity to be a witness of the

Book of Mormon.

The promise that the
Lord gave to Martin
Harris in Doctrine

and Covenants 5:24
also applies to us: If
we sincerely pray in
humility and faith,
then we can receive
answers according to
our righteous desires.

Ponder what it means

to pray in humility, faith,
and sincerity. Think
about when you have
heard or offered a prayer
that you felt was offered
in this way. What made
this prayer different from
other prayers you have
heard or offered?

Read Doctrine and
Covenants 5:25-26, and
look for what the Lord
expected Martin Harris
to do after he became

a witness to the Book

of Mormon. Then read
Doctrine and Covenants

Identifying Doctrines
and Principles

Identifying gospel doctrines
and principles in the scriptures
takes thoughtful effort and
practice. One way is to look
for promises the Lord gave

to individuals or groups of
people in the scriptures, as
well as the conditions that

are required in order for those
promises to be fulfilled; then
rewrite those promises and
conditions so they apply to
you. Another way is to look
for words and phrases such

as “thus we see,” “therefore,”
“wherefore,” “behold,” or

"if ..., then...," which
often introduce principles or
statements of doctrine. As you
learn how to identify doctrines
and principles in the scrip-
tures, you will be able to study
the scriptures more effectively.

5:27-28, 32, and look for additional counsel and
warnings that the Lord gave to Martin Harris.

5. In your scripture study journal, answer the

following questions:

a. What did the Lord counsel and warn Martin Harris to do?

b. What did the Lord say would happen to Martin Harris if he
did not humble himself and “receive a witness” (D&C 5:32)

from the Lord?

c. How might we relate the counsel in Doctrine and Covenants

5:32 to ourselves?

6. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 5 and completed this

lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share

with my teacher:




Joseph Smith—
History 1:66—-67;
Doctrine and
Covenants 6—/

Introduction

In the spring of 1829, the Prophet Joseph Smith felt a
sense of urgency about the translation of the Book of
Mormon. He had found his time to translate severely
limited because of the need to work to support his
family. Emma and Joseph’s brother Samuel helped by
acting as scribes, but they could not do this full time.
Joseph had been entrusted with the plates for more
than a year and a half and, with the loss of the 116
manuscript pages, had only a few pages of translated
material to show for it. Joseph prayed that the Lord
would send someone who could assist him in the
work of translation. In response to Joseph's prayer,
the Lord sent Oliver Cowdery to serve as a scribe.

The revelations in Doctrine and Covenants 67 were
given shortly after Oliver Cowdery’s arrival. Doctrine
and Covenants 6 contains counsel to Oliver concerning
his role in the Lord’s work. Doctrine and Covenants 7
contains a translated version of some writings by John
the Beloved, teaching that the Lord granted John’s
desire to live and bring souls to Jesus Christ until the
Second Coming.

Joseph Smith—History 1:66—67; Doctrine
and Covenants 6:1-9

Oliver Cowdery becomes a scribe to Joseph Smith

Revelation from God is sometimes compared to light.
If revelation from God or an answer to prayer is like
light, compare the following descriptions and think
about which best represents how it has felt when you
have received revelation or answers to your prayers:

¢ The immediate light that comes when you turn on
a lightbulb

¢ The gradual light that comes from a sunrise
Elder David A. Bednar of the Quorum of the Twelve

Apostles used this analogy to teach about
personal revelation:

“A light turned on in a dark room is like receiving a
message from God quickly, completely, and all at once.

Many of us have experienced this pattern of revelation
as we have been given answers to sincere prayers or
been provided with needed direction or protection,
according to God’s will and timing. Descriptions of
such immediate and intense manifestations are found
in the scriptures, recounted in Church history, and
evidenced in our own lives. Indeed, these mighty
miracles do occur. However, this pattern of revelation
tends to be more rare than common.

“The gradual increase of light radiating from the
rising sun is like receiving a message from God ‘line
upon line, precept upon precept’ (2 Nephi 28:30).
Most frequently, revelation comes in small increments
over time and is granted according to our desire,
worthiness, and preparation. Such communications
from Heavenly Father gradually and gently ‘distil upon
[our souls] as the dews from heaven’ (D&C 121:45).
This pattern of revelation tends to be more common
than rare” (“The Spirit of Revelation,” Ensign or
Liahona, May 2011, 88).

1. Ponder times when the Lord has answered your

prayers immediately and times when He has answered
gradually. Write in your scripture study journal about one of
your experiences.

As you study Doctrine and Covenants 6, look for
truths that will help you recognize when God is giving
you revelation.

Read Joseph Smith—History 1:66—67, and look
for how Oliver Cowdery came to know about the
Prophet Joseph Smith and the work that he was
doing. Oliver traveled from Palmyra, New York,
to meet Joseph in Harmony, Pennsylvania, more
than 140 miles away (see Church history map 1,
“Northeastern United States”).
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Shortly after Oliver began acting as scribe for Joseph,
Joseph received a revelation in which the Lord spoke
to Oliver. This revelation addressed Oliver’s desires
and apparently answered questions he had prayed
about but had not expressed to Joseph. Read Doctrine
and Covenants 6:5-6, 8, and look for indications that
the Lord knew Oliver’s desires.

2. In your scripture study journal, answer the following
question: What do Doctrine and Covenants 6:5-6, 8 and
Oliver Cowdery's effort to journey 140 miles tell us about him?

Note: The Lord’s words in Doctrine and Covenants
6:1-9 are repeated in Doctrine and Covenants 11,
a revelation directed to Hyrum Smith, and will be
further discussed in that lesson.

Doctrine and Covenants 6:10-24

The Lord assures Oliver Cowdery of the truthfulness of
the work

Ponder whether you have ever received an answer
from God and then later experienced concerns or
confusion regarding the answer.

In Doctrine and Covenants 6:10-13 we see that the
Lord told Oliver Cowdery that Oliver had the gift of
revelation. Read Doctrine and Covenants 6:14-17, 20,
and mark what the Lord taught Oliver about receiving
and recognizing revelation.

3. In your scripture study journal, write two or three

truths you identified in Doctrine and Covenants 6:14—
17, 20 that can help you understand how to receive or recognize
revelation.

Compare what you wrote in your scripture study
journal to some of the following truths that are
contained in these verses:

As we seek answers from Heavenly Father, He will
give us instruction (see D&C 6:14). “Instruction” can
refer to ideas or understanding that comes to our minds
as well as experiences that can lead us, prepare us, or
help us reach the proper decision.

The Lord will enlighten our minds through the
Holy Ghost. The phrase “enlighten thy mind” (D&C
6:15) means that through the Holy Ghost, the Lord
will give us ideas and understanding. You may want
to mark this phrase in your scriptures.

God knows our thoughts and the intents of our
hearts (see D&C 6:16).

When we have received revelation, we should
treasure it up in our hearts. To “treasure up” the
Lord’s words (D&C 6:20) means to value the Lord’s
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words—to study, ponder, and act on the things the
Lord reveals and to trust the revelation we receive.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 6:21-24, and search
for another way the Lord communicates with us.

Fill in the blank with what you found: The Lord
speaks  to our minds as a witness of
truth. You might want to mark the phrase that teaches
this truth in Doctrine and Covenants 6:23.

Ponder the following question: How might we
sometimes overlook or dismiss the Lord’s answers
to our prayers?

Elder Bednar expanded on the analogy of the sunrise
to help clarify how communication from the Lord often
comes:

“Sometimes the sun rises on a morning
that is cloudy or foggy. Because of the
overcast conditions, perceiving the light is
more difficult, and identifying the precise
moment when the sun rises over the
horizon is not possible. . . .

“In a similar way, we many times receive revelation
without recognizing precisely how or when we are
receiving revelation” (“The Spirit of Revelation,” 89).

It was not until after the revelation in Doctrine and
Covenants 6 was received that Oliver Cowdery told
the Prophet about “the night” that the Lord referred
to in verse 22. Joseph Smith recorded, “After we had
received this revelation, Oliver Cowdery stated to me
that after he had gone to my father’s to board, and
after the family had communicated to him concerning
my having obtained the plates, that one night after he
had retired to bed he called upon the Lord to know if
these things were so, and the Lord manifested to him
that they were true, but he had kept the circumstance
entirely secret, and had mentioned it to no one; so that
after this revelation was given, he knew that the work
was true, because no being living knew of the thing
alluded to in the revelation, but God and himself”

(in History of the Church, 1:35).

4. Think about times in your life when you have felt your

mind enlightened or felt peaceful about something you
were praying about. Write about an experience in your scripture
study journal; then consider writing some of these memories
down in your personal journal.

Consider how remembering these experiences and
trusting in the personal revelation you have received
in the past can help you in the future when you are in
need of revelation or guidance.



Doctrine and Covenants 6:25-37

The Lord counsels Joseph and Oliver to translate and to not
doubt or fear

In Doctrine and Covenants 6:25-31 we learn that the
Lord told Oliver Cowdery that if he desired, he could
have the gift of translation. The Lord also called him
to stand with the Prophet Joseph Smith and “bring
to light this ministry” as a second witness of the
Restoration. If you were Oliver, what feelings might
you have had as you heard the responsibility the Lord
was placing upon you?

Think about situations when you may have felt doubtful
or fearful about something the Lord wanted you to do,
such as when you were sitting on the stand in a Church
meeting and waiting to give a talk, feeling prompted to
share the gospel with a friend, or knowing you needed
to apologize to a family member for something you did
or said.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 6:32-37, and search for
the counsel the Lord gave Joseph Smith and Oliver
Cowdery concerning doubts and fears in doing the
work they were called to do.

One principle we can learn from this counsel is that as
we look unto Jesus Christ, we can overcome doubt
and fear. (Doctrine and Covenants 6:36 is a scripture
mastery passage.)

[J Scripture Mastery—Doctrine and
Covenants 6:36

5. In your scripture study journal, write a short (less

than one page) talk based on Doctrine and Covenants
6:36. You might describe practical ways to follow the counsel in
this scripture mastery passage. You could use sources such as
the Topical Guide or Guide to the Scriptures, True to the Faith,
or even family members to help you write your talk. Include a
personal example of the Savior helping you overcome doubt or
fear. Ask your parents if you can share the talk you prepared
during a family home evening.

Doctrine and Covenants 7

John the Beloved is promised that he will live and bring
souls to Christ until the Second Coming

Sometime during April 1829, while Oliver Cowdery was
helping the Prophet Joseph Smith with the translation
of the Book of Mormon, he and Joseph had “a difference
of opinion . . . about the account of John the Apostle,
mentioned in the New Testament [see John 21:20-23;
where the Savior referred to John's request to remain
upon the earth until the Second Coming], as to whether

he died or continued to live” (Joseph Smith, in History
of the Church, 1:35-36).

Read Doctrine and Covenants 7:1-3 to discover the
answer to Joseph and Oliver’s question. If you have
trouble identifying the answer, read the section
summary for verses 1-3.

Beyond what is described in these verses, nothing has
been revealed about the specifics of John’s ministry,
whereabouts, or achievements as a translated being,
so it is not appropriate to speculate about them.

6. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Joseph Smith—History 1:66—67 and Doctrine and
Covenants 6—7 and completed this lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Doctrine and
Covenants 8-9

Introduction

In April 1829, Oliver Cowdery began assisting the
Prophet Joseph Smith with the translation of the gold
plates by acting as scribe. Because the Lord had offered
Oliver the gift to translate if he desired it (see D&C
6:25), Oliver “became exceedingly anxious to have the
power to translate bestowed upon him” (Joseph Smith,
in History of the Church, 1:36). In response, the Lord
said that He would give Oliver the ability to translate,
according to Oliver’s faith.

As Oliver made an attempt to translate, he apparently
started well but “did not continue as [he had]
commenced” (D&C 9:5). The Prophet received the
revelation in Doctrine and Covenants 9, which explains
why Oliver’s efforts to translate were unsuccessful. The
Lord instructed Oliver that it was no longer expedient
for him to translate. Instead, Oliver should focus on
his role as a scribe for Joseph. Doctrine and Covenants
sections 8-9, along with section 6, are foundational
revelations regarding the Holy Ghost and ways we can
seek for and recognize revelation from the Lord.

33



Doctrine and Covenants 8

The Lord teaches Oliver Cowdery about the gift
of revelation

Have you ever wondered how to recognize when
God is speaking to you or answering your prayers?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 8:1 to see how the Lord
instructed Oliver Cowdery to pray. Then read Doctrine
and Covenants 8:2-3, and mark phrases that describe
how the Lord said He would answer Oliver’s prayers.
Doctrine and Covenants 8:2-3 is a scripture mastery
passage. You may want to mark it in a distinctive way
so you can locate it in the future.

1. In your scripture study journal, make two columns.

Label the first column Seeking Revelation from God. Label
the second column Receiving Revelation from God. In the first
column, write at least one principle you learn from Doctrine and
Covenants 8:1 about ways to seek for revelation. In the second
column, write a truth the Lord taught in verses 2—3 about how
He speaks to us.

Do you remember the story of Moses parting the Red
Sea? The Lord had commanded Moses to free the
enslaved children of Israel. Later, with the Egyptian
army in pursuit, Moses found himself and his people
trapped on the shores of the Red Sea. According to
Doctrine and Covenants 8:2-3, how did the Lord
inspire Moses to part the Red Sea?

One truth we learn from these verses is that the Lord
speaks to our minds and hearts by the power of the
Holy Ghost. Think about times when the Lord has
spoken to you in this way.

In the following statements, President Boyd K. Packer,
President of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, and
Elder Richard G. Scott of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles described how God speaks to them.
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President Packer said:

“You can learn now, in your youth, to be
led by the Holy Ghost.

“As an Apostle I listen now to the same

inspiration, coming from the same source,

in the same way, that I listened to as a
boy. The signal is much clearer now” (“Prayers and
Answers,” Ensign, Nov. 1979, 21).

Elder Scott taught:
“An impression to the mind is very specific.

“Detailed words can be heard or felt and written
as though the instruction were being dictated.

“A communication to the heart is a more general
impression. The Lord often begins by giving
impressions. Where there is a recognition of their
importance and they are obeyed, one gains more
capacity to receive more detailed instruction to the
mind. An impression to the heart, if followed, is
fortified by a more specific instruction to the mind”
(“Helping Others to Be Spiritually Led” [address
to Church Educational System religious educators,
Aug. 11, 1998], 3—4; si.lds.org).

[J Scripture Mastery—Doctrine and

Covenants 8:2-3

To help you remember how the Lord will speak

to your mind and your heart, write the passage in
Doctrine and Covenants 8:2-3 on a card or paper.
Work on memorizing these verses by reciting the
passage each morning and evening before you say
your personal prayers. Once you have memorized
it, you may want to share it with a friend or family
member and explain what it means to you.

2. Write in your scripture study journal about a time
when Heavenly Father has spoken to your mind and
heart through the Holy Ghost.

Doctrine and Covenants 9

The Lord explains why Oliver Cowdery struggled to
translate

What are some significant decisions you will be
making in the next year? In the next 5 or 10 years?
Ponder why you might want guidance from the Lord
in making these significant decisions.

In Doctrine and Covenants 9 the Lord explained why
Oliver Cowdery had struggled to translate the plates.
The Lord’s explanation can help you understand how



to seek and receive guidance for the decisions you will

make in your life.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 9:1-4, and look for the

work the Lord instructed Oliver to focus on instead of

translating. Then read Doctrine and Covenants 9:5—
6, 11, and mark the reasons Oliver was not successful
when he attempted to translate.

President Joseph Fielding Smith said: “Oliver’s failure
came because he did not continue as he commenced,
and the task being a difficult one, his faith deserted
him” (Church History and Modern Revelation, 2 vols.
[1953], 1:51).

What can we learn from Oliver Cowdery’s experience
about what we need to do to receive revelation from
the Lord? What are some ways that fear, or a lack of
faith, could prevent us from receiving or acting on
revelation from the Lord?

Elder Jeffrey R. Holland of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles explained:

“In the process of revelation and

making important decisions, fear plays

a destructive, sometimes paralyzing

role. To Oliver Cowdery, who missed

the opportunity of a lifetime because

he didn't seize it in the lifetime of the
opportunity, the Lord said, “You did not continue as
you commenced.” Does that sound familiar to those
who have been illuminated and then knuckled under
to second thoughts and returning doubts? . . .

“. .. After you have gotten the message, after you
have paid the price to feel His love and hear the
word of the Lord, go forward. Don't fear, don't
vacillate, don’t quibble, don’t whine. . . . With the
spirit of revelation, dismiss your fears and wade in
with both feet” (“Cast Not Away Therefore Your
Confidence,” Ensign, Mar. 2000, 10).

Think about a time you needed to exercise faith in
order to seek for or act on an answer from the Lord.
What can you do in seeking an answer?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 9:7-8, looking for
another reason Oliver struggled to receive the Lord’s
help in his efforts to translate. What do you think it
means to “study it out in your mind”?

One lesson we can learn from these verses is that
receiving and recognizing revelation require
effort on our part. You may want to add this truth
to the list of ways to seek revelation from the Lord
that you made in your scripture study journal for
assignment 1. Remember that we should ask the

Lord if our conclusions are correct after the process
of studying out our decisions.

3. Answer the following question in your scripture study

journal: Why does the Lord require us to personally
ponder and study a matter and then bring Him our decisions for
confirmation instead of simply asking Him to make our decisions
for us?

Ponder how the individuals described below could use
the truths in Doctrine and Covenants 9:7-8 to receive
revelation concerning their circumstances.

¢ A young man is not sure whether he should attend
college or find a job and train in a vocation.

* A young woman is trying to decide how to withdraw
from her friends who have a negative influence on her.

* A young returned missionary is thinking about
marriage and wonders if a specific person is an
appropriate marriage partner.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 9:8-9, looking for how
Oliver Cowdery could know whether his decision was
right or wrong. What can we learn from verse 8 about
how the Lord will answer us when we ask if a decision
we are making is correct?

The burning in the bosom promised to Oliver Cowdery
is only one way the Holy Ghost might confirm a
correct choice. Confirmations from the Spirit can come
in a variety of ways that are personal and profound.

Elder Richard G. Scott spoke about a way
the Lord might cause us to “feel that it is
right” (D&C 9:8): “The feeling of peace is
the most common confirming witness that
I personally experience. When I have been
very concerned about an important matter,
struggling to resolve it without success, I continued those
efforts in faith. Later, an all-pervading peace has come,
settling my concerns, as He has promised” (“Using the
Supernal Gift of Prayer,” Ensign or Liahona, May
2007, 10).

Elder Scott also explained how an answer that his
decision is not right feels to him: “That [stupor of
thought], for me, is an unsettling, discomforting

feeling” (“Using the Supernal Gift of Prayer,” 10).

You may want to write Elder Scott’s second statement
in the margin of your scriptures beside Doctrine and
Covenants 9:9 or in your scripture study journal.

In Doctrine and Covenants 9:10-14, the Lord assured
Oliver that He had not condemned him for failing
to translate. The Lord instructed Oliver to continue
writing for the Prophet and “stand fast in the work”
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the Lord had called Oliver to do (D&C 9:14).The
Lord promised Oliver that continued diligence
and obedience would bring eternal life.

4. Using what you have learned in Doctrine and

Covenants 8-9, in your scripture study journal,
outline a two-to-three-minute talk on receiving revelation
from the Lord. Include counsel on what we must do to seek
revelation from the Lord and instruction on how He
communicates with us.

5. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 8—9 and completed
this lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to
share with my teacher:

Doctrine and
Covenants 11-12

Introduction

Shortly after the restoration of the Aaronic
Priesthood in May 1829, Joseph Smith’s brother
Hyrum and Joseph Knight Sr. visited the Prophet
in Harmony, Pennsylvania. Both men expressed
their desire to serve God and assist in the
Restoration. Doctrine and Covenants 11 and 12
contain the Lord’s words to Hyrum Smith and the
Lord’s words to Joseph Knight Sr. about how they
could help bring forth God’s work.

Doctrine and Covenants 11:1-14

Hyrum Smith learns how he can help bring forth the
Lord’s work

Have you ever wanted to participate in a
worthwhile cause that you felt would benefit
people’s lives and the world? That is how many
people felt about the Church in the early days
of the Restoration. In fact, that is how many feel
about serving in the Church—the kingdom of
God on earth—today. In sections 11 and 12 of

the Doctrine and Covenants, the Lord counseled
Hyrum Smith and Joseph Knight Sr. concerning
their participation in the Lord’s work. Read
Doctrine and Covenants 11:27 and 12:7 to
discover who else the Lord was referring to in
these revelations.

Hyrum Smith,
Joseph’s older
brother, was likely
aware of recent
events, such as the
progress on the
translation of the
Book of Mormon
and the restoration
of the Aaronic
Priesthood. He
wanted to know
how he could help
Joseph in the Lord’s
work. Joseph inquired of the Lord and received
the revelation in Doctrine and Covenants 11 for
Hyrum. Read Doctrine and Covenants 11:3, §, 10,
14,17, 21, and 27, and note the words desire,
desires, and desireth. Think about the sincere
feelings someone should have who truly wants
to assist in the Lord’s work.

1. In your scripture study journal, make two

columns. Label the first Promised blessings because
of his righteous desires. Label the second What he needed to
do to claim those blessings. Read Doctrine and Covenants
11:5-8. In the first column, list the blessings the Lord
promised Hyrum Smith regarding his desire to assist in the
Lord's work. In the second column, list what Hyrum needed
to do to claim those divine blessings.

As you studied these verses, you may have
discovered these truths: We can receive blessings
from God according to our righteous desires.
If we desire to do God’s work, we will be the
means of doing much good.

2. Complete the following activities in your
scripture study journal:

a. Write a few responses to the following question: What
can you do to “be the means of doing much good” in
your generation?

b. Read Doctrine and Covenants 11:9-14, looking for the
counsel the Lord gave that would help Hyrum



accomplish much good. Write the Lord's counsel to Hyrum in
your scripture study journal, and see if His counsel matches
some of the ideas you wrote down.

¢. According to Doctrine and Covenants 11:12—-13, how do you
recognize the influence of the Spirit?

From the counsel Hyrum received, we learn that

the Spirit of the Lord leads us to do good, to be
humble, and to judge righteously. The Spirit also
enlightens our minds and fills our souls with joy.
It may be helpful to cross-reference these truths in
Doctrine and Covenants 11:12-13 with the scripture
mastery passage in Doctrine and Covenants 8:2-3.

N 3. Take a moment and consider situations in which you
have felt the Spirit. In your scripture study journal, write
about one or more of the following experiences you have had:

a. An experience in which the Spirit led you to do good
b. An experience when the Spirit influenced you to be humble
¢. An experience when the Spirit helped you judge righteously

d. An experience when the Spirit enlightened you on a subject
or personal matter

Doctrine and Covenants 11:15-30

The Lord commands Hyrum Smith to prepare for his call
to preach

Imagine watching the beginnings of what you felt would
be the greatest cause in the world, knowing you could
be a part of it. How much of your time would you spend
thinking about that cause and planning and preparing to
participate in it? Read Doctrine and Covenants 11:15-16,
looking for what the Lord wanted Hyrum Smith to do.

Why do you think the Lord would command Hyrum
to “wait a little longer”? Consider the facts that the
Church would not be officially organized for several
more months and the Book of Mormon had not

yet been published. How do you think these future
events would affect Hyrum’s preparation to help in
the Lord’s work?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 11:18-20, looking for
what the Lord said Hyrum would need to do to become
an effective instrument in the hands of the Lord.

4. Answer one or more of the following questions in your
scripture study journal:

a. How could a young person preparing for a mission “appeal
unto [the] Spirit"?

b. What do you think it means to “cleave unto [the Lord] with
all your heart"?

¢. What is the Lord asking you to “assist in bringing to light"?

Using Doctrine and Covenants 11:18-20, write a
principle that states several important ways you can
prepare to serve in the Lord’s kingdom:

Read Doctrine and Covenants 11:21-22, and identify
something else the Lord said Hyrum Smith would
need to do to help him become an effective teacher
of the gospel. What did the Lord tell Hyrum he would
need to do in order to be able to declare His word?

How do you think studying the scriptures to “obtain
[the Lord’s] word” is different from just reading the
scriptures? Those who study the Lord’s word will
receive His Spirit and the power to convince others
of the truth of the gospel.

To see that Hyrum kept the Lord’s commandments and
followed His counsel, look at the section introduction
to Doctrine and Covenants 11 and note the date

that revelation was received. Then turn to the section
introduction to Doctrine and Covenants 23 and note
the date of that revelation. How many months later
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did the Prophet Joseph Smith receive the revelation
in Doctrine and Covenants 237

Read Doctrine and Covenants 11:21, and then read
Doctrine and Covenants 23:3. What did you discover?
How does this apply to preparing for a mission?

Consider the counsel Elder David A.

Bednar of the Quorum of the Twelve

Apostles gave to young men during a

priesthood session of general conference:

“My earnest hope for each of you young

men is that you will not simply go on a
mission—but that you will become missionaries long
before you submit your mission papers, long before
you receive a call to serve, long before you are set apart
by your stake president, and long before you enter the
MTC” (“Becoming a Missionary,” Ensign or Liahona,
Nov. 2005, 45).

5. In your scripture study journal, write about some of
the things you feel impressed to accomplish or change in
the coming months to help you better obtain the word of God.

Doctrine and Covenants 12
The Lord counsels Joseph Knight Sr. on how he can help
establish the cause of Zion

Think of the names of a few well-known people in
history. What qualities are they known for having?

Have you ever heard of a man named Joseph
Knight Sr.? Read the section introduction to Doctrine
and Covenants 12 to learn about Joseph Knight Sr. and

an example of his contribution to the kingdom of God.

You may notice that the words of the Lord in
Doctrine and Covenants 12:1-6 are the same as His
words in Doctrine and Covenants 11:1-6. Often the
Lord will repeat the same instructions to different
individuals—"what I say unto one I say unto all”
(D&C 82:5). Such is the case with Hyrum Smith
(D&C 11) and Joseph Knight Sr. (D&C 12); some
instruction is the same.

Although Joseph Knight Sr. was not a well-known
member of the early Church, he did much good

in building the kingdom of God. He sustained

the Prophet with food and other supplies during

the critical work of translation. Read Doctrine

and Covenants 12:6-8, and mark the righteous
characteristics the Lord said are needed for those
who want to assist in the Lord’s work. Ponder how
you are developing these characteristics in your life.
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Joseph Knight Sr. consistently tried to live these
righteous characteristics. He helped the Prophet
throughout his ministry temporally and spiritually.
Many years after the Prophet Joseph Smith received
the revelation in Doctrine and Covenants 12, he
recorded the following: “Joseph Knight, Sen., . . . has
been faithful and true, and even-handed [fair] and
exemplary, and virtuous and kind, never deviating
to the right hand or to the left. . . . He is a righteous
man” (in History of the Church, 5:124).

6. To help you reflect on and apply what you have
learned today, finish this phrase in your scripture study
journal: In order to assist the Lord in His work, I will . . .

7. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 11-12 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Joseph Smith—
History 1:68-75;
Doctrine and
Covenants 13

Introduction

While translating the portion of the Book of Mormon
plates concerning the ministry of the resurrected
Jesus Christ among the Nephites (3 Nephi 11-28),
the Prophet Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery had
questions about baptism. They went to the woods
near Joseph’s farm in Harmony, Pennsylvania, to
inquire of the Lord concerning this important matter.
While they were praying, an angel appeared to them.
He conferred the Aaronic Priesthood on them and
directed them to baptize one another in the nearby
Susquehanna River. Following Joseph’s and Oliver’s
baptisms, the angel instructed them to ordain each
other to the Aaronic Priesthood. Joseph first laid his
hands on Oliver and ordained him to the Aaronic
Priesthood, and then Oliver did the same to Joseph.




Joseph Smith—History 1:68-72; Doctrine
and Covenants 13

John the Baptist confers the Aaronic Priesthood on Joseph
Smith and Oliver Cowdery

1. Without looking in your scriptures, answer the
following questions in your scripture study journal as
best you can:

a. On what date was the Aaronic Priesthood restored?

b. What was the name of the angel who restored the Aaronic
Priesthood to Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery?

¢. What did the angel do to confer the Aaronic Priesthood on
Joseph and Oliver?

d. What else did the angel tell Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery
they would receive after the Aaronic Priesthood?

Read Joseph Smith—History 1:68-72, and check
your answers. You may want to write the following
doctrine next to Joseph Smith—History 1:68: The
priesthood is conferred by the laying on of hands.
Accordingly, John the Baptist, as a resurrected
person, conferred the Aaronic Priesthood upon
Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery.

Look back at Joseph Smith—History 1:68, searching
for what Joseph and Oliver were doing that led
them to ask the Lord about baptism and receiving a
remission of their sins. Joseph Smith—History 1:69
contains the words John the Baptist spoke to Joseph
Smith and Oliver Cowdery.

The restoration of the Aaronic Priesthood is so important
that these words were also included in the Doctrine and
Covenants as section 13, which is a scripture mastery
passage. You may want to mark it in a distinctive way so
you can locate it easily in the future.

What is the function or purpose of a door?
How does a key relate to a door’s function?

The Lord uses a key as a symbol to represent the
authority of the priesthood that unlocks eternal

opportunities and blessings. Search Doctrine and
Covenants 13, looking for the keys associated with the
Aaronic Priesthood. Consider marking these keys in
your scriptures as you find them.

2. In your scripture study journal, complete the following
list by writing the three keys mentioned in Doctrine and
Covenants 13:

The Aaronic Priesthood holds the keys of:
1)
2)
3)

Elder Dallin H. Oaks of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles explained the keys of the Aaronic Priesthood

and the blessings they make available to members of
the Church:

“What does it mean that the Aaronic

Priesthood holds ‘the key of the

ministering of angels” and of the ‘gospel

of repentance and of baptism, and the

remission of sins’? The meaning is found

in the ordinance of baptism and in the
sacrament. Baptism is for the remission of sins, and
the sacrament is a renewal of the covenants and
blessings of baptism. Both should be preceded by
repentance. . . .

“Not one of [us] has lived without sin since [our]
baptism. Without some provision for further
cleansing after our baptism, each of us is lost to
things spiritual. . . .

“We are commanded to repent of our sins and to come
to the Lord with a broken heart and a contrite spirit
and partake of the sacrament in compliance with its
covenants. When we renew our baptismal covenants
in this way, the Lord renews the cleansing effect of

our baptism. . . .

“We cannot overstate the importance of the Aaronic
Priesthood in this. All of these vital steps pertaining to
the remission of sins are performed through the saving
ordinance of baptism and the renewing ordinance of the
sacrament. Both of these ordinances are officiated by
holders of the Aaronic Priesthood under the direction
of the bishopric, who exercise the keys of the gospel of
repentance and of baptism and the remission of sins”
(“The Aaronic Priesthood and the Sacrament,” Ensign,
Nov. 1998, 37-38).

Consider how the keys of the Aaronic Priesthood help
us receive the blessings of the Atonement of Jesus
Christ. According to Elder Oaks, who directs the keys
of the gospel of repentance and baptism in each ward?
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President Gordon B. Hinckley explained the key to the
ministering of angels this way:

“When Wilford Woodruff, a man who had
lived many years and had many experi-
ences, was the President of the Church,
he said to the boys of the Aaronic Priest-
hood: I desire to impress upon you the
fact that it does not make any difference
whether a man is a Priest or an Apostle, if he magnifies
his calling. A Priest holds the keys of the ministering
of angels,” said he. ‘Never in my life, as an Apostle, as
a Seventy, or as an Elder, have I ever had more of the
protection of the Lord than while holding the office
of a Priest.” (Millennial Star, 53:629.)

“Think of it, my dear young brethren. This priesthood
which you hold carries with it the keys of the minis-
tering of angels. That means, as I interpret it, that if
you live worthy of the priesthood, you have the right
to receive and enjoy the very power of heavenly beings
to guide you, to protect you, to bless you. What boy,

if he is thoughttul, would not welcome this remark-
able blessing?” (“The Priesthood of Aaron,” Ensign,
Nov. 1982, 45).

Elder Oaks gave some additional insights into the key
of the ministering of angels:

“As a young holder of the Aaronic Priesthood, I did not

think I would see an angel, and I wondered what such
appearances had to do with the Aaronic Priesthood.
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“But the ministering of angels can also be unseen.
Angelic messages can be delivered by a voice or merely
by thoughts or feelings communicated to the mind. . ..

“In general, the blessings of spiritual companionship
and communication are only available to those who
are clean. . .. So it is that those who hold the Aaronic
Priesthood open the door for all Church members
who worthily partake of the sacrament to enjoy the
companionship of the Spirit of the Lord and the min-
istering of angels” (“The Aaronic Priesthood and the
Sacrament,” 39).

3. Answer the following question in your scripture study

journal: How might understanding the power of the
Aaronic Priesthood affect your thoughts or actions as you
prepare, administer, or partake of the sacrament this Sunday?

L] Scripture Mastery—Doctrine and
Covenants 13:1

4. Write out Doctrine and Covenants 13:1 in your

scripture study journal. Recite the passage aloud. Then
cover part of the passage and recite it again. Continue covering
more and more of the passage and repeating it aloud until you
have it memorized.



Joseph Smith—History 1:73-75

Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery experience great
blessings following their baptism

The Lord poured out great blessings upon Joseph
Smith and Oliver Cowdery after their baptism. Read
Joseph Smith—History 1:73-74.You may want to
mark words or phrases that describe what Joseph
and Oliver experienced.

It is important to note that Joseph and Oliver
experienced the power of the Holy Ghost, since they
had not yet been given the Melchizedek Priesthood
for conferring the gift of the Holy Ghost (see Joseph
Smith—History 1:70; see also Bible Dictionary or
Guide to the Scriptures, “Holy Ghost”).

From what Joseph and Oliver experienced on this
occasion, described in Joseph Smith—History 1:74,
complete the following principle: The Holy Ghost
helps us understand the and

of the scriptures.

5. In your scripture study journal, write your thoughts
about the following questions:

a. Why do you think we need the Holy Ghost to help us
understand the scriptures?

b. When have you felt the Holy Ghost help you understand the
“true meaning and intention” of the scriptures?

¢. What can you do to invite the help of the Holy Ghost as you
study the scriptures?

d. How can renewing your baptismal covenants by partaking of
the sacrament affect your understanding of the scriptures?

To conclude this lesson, read Oliver Cowdery’s
description of the events surrounding the restoration
of the Aaronic Priesthood, which can be found after
the conclusion of Joseph Smith—History. As you read,
you may want to mark words or phrases that stand out
to you. What can you learn from Oliver’s description?

6. Write the following at the bottom of today's
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Joseph Smith—History 1:68—75 and Doctrine and
Covenants 13 and completed this lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Doctrine and
Covenants 14-16

Introduction

In the latter part of May 1829, Joseph Smith and
Oliver Cowdery endured threats from mobs while
completing the translation of the Book of Mormon.

To help them escape the persecution, David Whitmer
helped them move from Harmony, Pennsylvania, to
the Whitmer home in Fayette, New York. The Whitmer
family took great interest in the unfolding events of the
Restoration. Joseph Smith described David, John, and
Peter Whitmer Jr. as “zealous friends and assistants

in the work; and . . . anxious to know their respective
duties” (in History of the Church, 1:49). The Prophet
prayed and received the word of the Lord directed to
each of these three brothers.

Doctrine and Covenants 14
The Lord calls David Whitmer to assist in the latter-day work

The following account describes the miraculous events
that allowed David Whitmer to help Oliver Cowdery
and Joseph Smith escape from their persecutors:

David Whitmer was planting wheat on the family farm
in Waterloo, New York, near Fayette, when he was
asked to go to Harmony, Pennsylvania, to help Joseph
Smith and Oliver Cowdery. He determined to do this
after he had completed his farming duties. He was able
to harrow his whole field in one day, from the morning
to the evening. The next day he was going to fertilize
the field, and his sister told him about three men she
had seen sowing the plaster the day before in the
“forenoon.” Following is Lucy Mack Smith’s account
of this miraculous event:

“David went to the field, and found that he had two
heavy days’ work before him. . . . He then fastened

his horses to the harrow, and instead of dividing the
field into what is, by farmers, usually termed lands,
drove around the whole of it, continuing thus till noon,
when, on stopping for dinner, he looked around, and
discovered to his surprise, that he had harrowed in full
half the wheat. After dinner he went on as before, and
by evening he finished the whole two days’ work.

41



“His father, on going into the field the same evening,
saw what had been done, and he exclaimed, ‘“There
must be an overruling hand in this, and I think you
would better go down to Pennsylvania as soon as
your plaster of paris is sown.’

“The next morning, David took a wooden measure
under his arm and went out to sow the plaster,

which he had left, two days previous, in heaps near

his sister’s house, but, on coming to the place, he
discovered that it was gone! He then ran to his sister,
and inquired of her if she knew what had become of it.
Being surprised she said, ‘Why do you ask me? was it
not all sown yesterday?’

“‘Not to my knowledge,” answered David.

“‘l am astonished at that,” replied his sister, ‘for the
children came to me in the forenoon, and begged of
me to go out and see the men sow plaster in the field,
saying, that they never saw anybody sow plaster so fast
in their lives. I accordingly went, and saw three men at
work in the field, as the children said, but, supposing
that you had hired some help, on account of your
hurry, I went immediately into the house, and gave
the subject no further attention.’

“David made considerable inquiry in regard to the
matter, both among his relatives and neighbors, but
was not able to learn who had done it” (History of
Joseph Smith by His Mother, ed. Preston Nibley [1958],
148-49).

Imagine that you were in David Whitmer’s situation.
How would these miracles affect you?

After David Whitmer brought the Prophet

and Oliver Cowdery to Fayette, New York,

the Lord announced the coming forth of

His work in the latter days and promised

blessings to all those who take part in it

(see D&C 14:1-5). Read Doctrine and
Covenants 14:6-7, looking for what the Lord directed
David to do and the gift he would receive as a result.
What gift did the Lord promise him? What was David
required to do to receive this blessing?

1. In your scripture study journal, write your thoughts
about the following questions:

a. Eternal life means living forever as families in God's presence
and becoming like Him. How does this definition help you
understand why eternal life “is the greatest of all the gifts
of God"?

b. How can the promise of eternal life inspire you to keep God's
commandments and endure to the end?
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In Doctrine and Covenants 14:7, the Lord taught an
important principle that applies to each one of us: If
we keep God’s commandments and endure to the
end, we will receive eternal life. Consider writing
this principle in your scriptures or in your scripture
study journal.

To better understand this principle, consider
what it might mean to endure to the end in the
following situations:

¢ A young man who recently joined the Church feels
like he has no friends in his ward.

* A young woman gets a disease that requires contin-
ual medical attention and personal care from others.

* A young man or young woman’s parents were re-
cently divorced, and one of the parents is not active
in the Church.

¢ A young man or young woman is continually
struggling with a temptation that can lead
to addiction.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 14:8 to learn of another
blessing the Lord said David Whitmer would receive
based on his obedience.

Shortly after this revelation was received, David
Whitmer became one of the Three Witnesses of the
Book of Mormon. He saw the angel Moroni and the
gold plates, and he heard God'’s voice testifying of the
truthfulness of the record.

2. Read Doctrine and Covenants 14:11, where the Lord

gave David Whitmer another promise based on his
faithfulness. In your scripture study journal, in your own words,
write an “if-then” principle you find in this verse. (One way to
write this can be found at the end of this lesson.)

Doctrine and Covenants 15-16

Jesus Christ teaches John and Peter Whitmer what is of
most worth to them

To study the revelations given to John and Peter
Whitmer, invite a family member or friend to read a
few verses with you if possible. Read Doctrine and
Covenants 15:1 yourself, and then have your family
member or friend read

Doctrine and Covenants

16:1. Likewise read Using Your Own Words

~\

As you express doctrines and
principles in your own words,
you develop the ability and
confidence to explain the
gospel to others.

verses 2—6 of both
sections, alternating back
and forth between verses
in the same manner.
Determine what is
unusual about these

two revelations.




What is the only difference in the wording of these
two revelations?

Since verses 2—6 in these revelations are identical, it
seems the Lord could have given one revelation and
addressed it to both men. What can we learn from
the fact that He took time to speak to both John and
Peter individually?

At times the Lord may reveal the same message to
different individuals because they may have similar
needs, circumstances, or desires. To identify the desire
that John and Peter Whitmer had in common, read
Doctrine and Covenants 15:3—4 and Doctrine and
Covenants 16:3—4 again. What did both John and
Peter Whitmer desire?

In these revelations the Lord taught that our efforts to
bring others to Jesus Christ are of great worth to us.
As you help bring people to Jesus Christ, they will also
understand that God knows and loves them.

These revelations also teach that God knows us
personally. He knows what is best for us.

3. In your scripture study journal, write your thoughts
about how a priesthood blessing or mission call can show
that God knows us personally.

Elder David A. Bednar of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles gave an example of the truth that God knows
us personally:

“Some time ago I spoke with a priesthood leader who
was prompted to memorize the names of all of the

youth ages 13 to 21 in his stake. Using
snapshots of the young men and women,
he created flash cards that he reviewed
while traveling on business and at other
times. This priesthood leader quickly
learned all of the names of the youth.

“One night the priesthood leader had a dream about
one of the young men whom he knew only from a
picture. In the dream he saw the young man dressed
in a white shirt and wearing a missionary name

tag. With a companion seated at his side, the young
man was teaching a family. The young man held the
Book of Mormon in his hand, and he looked as if he
were testifying of the truthfulness of the book. The
priesthood leader then awoke from his dream.

“At an ensuing priesthood gathering, the leader
approached the young man he had seen in his dream
and asked to talk with him for a few minutes. After a
brief introduction, the leader called the young man by
name and said: ‘I am not a dreamer. I have never had a
dream about a single member of this stake, except for
you. I am going to tell you about my dream, and then I
would like you to help me understand what it means.’

“The priesthood leader recounted the dream and
asked the young man about its meaning. Choking with
emotion, the young man simply replied, ‘It means God
knows who I am.” The remainder of the conversation
between this young man and his priesthood leader
was most meaningful, and they agreed to meet and
counsel together from time to time during the following
months” (“The Tender Mercies of the Lord,” Ensign or
Liahona, May 2005, 100).

Ponder (or discuss with the person who read with you)
why it can be helpful for us to realize that God knows
us personally.

4. Write in your scripture study journal about a situation in

which understanding that God knows you personally helped
you in some way, or write about how understanding that God
knows you personally can influence the decisions you make daily.

5. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 14—16 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Note for assignment 2: One way you could state a
principle found in Doctrine and Covenants 14:11 is: If
we faithfully assist the Lord in His work, then He
will bless us spiritually and temporally.
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Doctrine and
Covenants 17

Introduction

While translating the Book of Mormon, the Prophet
Joseph Smith learned that three witnesses would be
permitted to see the plates “by the power of God” (see
2 Nephi 27:12-14; Ether 5:2—4). When Oliver Cowdery
and David Whitmer learned of this, both of them

felt an inspired desire to be witnesses. In a previous
revelation (D&C 5), the Lord told Martin Harris that
if he was sufficiently humble and obedient he would
be permitted to see the plates. Oliver Cowdery, David
Whitmer, and Martin Harris asked the Prophet to
inquire of the Lord if they would be allowed to have
this opportunity. The revelation you will study today,
Doctrine and Covenants 17, confirmed that these three
men would be permitted to view the plates and other
related objects if they exercised sufficient faith.

Doctrine and Covenants 17

The Lord tells Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer, and Martin
Harris that if they have sufficient faith they will be allowed
to see the plates and other sacred items

Two places in the Book of Mormon contain prophecy
about witnesses who would see and testify of the book
or plates containing the record. Read 2 Nephi 27:12-14
and Ether 5:2-4, and think about what it might be like
to be a witness of the gold plates. From what you learn
in those scriptures, how would three of those witnesses
be shown the record?

Oliver Cowdery David Whitmer Martin Harris

Through revelation, the Lord told Joseph Smith that
Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer, and Martin Harris
would be allowed to see the plates. Read Doctrine

and Covenants 17:1. In addition to the plates, what
other objects would these witnesses be able to see?
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(Footnote 1h contains references to what “the
miraculous directors” are, including 1 Nephi 16:10,
16, 26 and Alma 37:38-47.)

Think about how these sacred items (such as the
sword of Laban and the Liahona) could provide
further evidence of the reality of the people and
events recorded in the Book of Mormon.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 17:2-3. What did the
Lord say the witnesses needed before they could see
the plates?

1. Answer the following question in your scripture study
journal: Why do you think these witnesses needed to have
faith before they could see the gold plates?

Although we may not receive a witness in the same
way the Three Witnesses did, we too can receive a
witness of truths we desire to know. Ponder what
Doctrine and Covenants 17:1-3 teaches about how

we can receive our own witness of gospel truths. Then
complete the following principle based on what you
learn from these verses: If we ,
we can receive a witness of the truths we desire

to know.

2. In your scripture study journal, describe how you have

exercised faith in God to obtain a witness of the Book of
Mormon and other gospel truths. Or, if you feel you have yet to
obtain this witness, explain how you can exercise faith so you
can obtain a testimony of the Book of Mormon.

Joseph Smith’s mother, Lucy Mack Smith, wrote about
how Martin Harris was told he could be one of the
Three Witnesses. After an evening spent reading from
the newly completed Book of Mormon manuscript,
“the next morning, after attending to the usual
services, namely, reading, singing and praying, Joseph
arose from his knees, and approaching Martin Harris
with a solemnity that thrills through my veins to this
day, when it occurs to my recollection, said, “‘Martin
Harris, you have got to humble yourself before God
this day, that you may obtain a forgiveness of your sins.
If you do, it is the will of God that you should look
upon the plates, in company with Oliver Cowdery and
David Whitmer’” (History of Joseph Smith by His Mother,
ed. Preston Nibley [1958], 151-52).

Ponder the following questions:

* Why do you think it is necessary to be humble when
we seek God'’s forgiveness?

¢ Why do you think we need to seek God’s forgiveness
when we want to receive a witness of truth from Him?



Imagine being chosen to be one of the Three Witnesses
who were permitted to see the plates “by the power

of God.” What responsibility would you feel after such
an experience? The Lord spoke of their responsibility
of being witnesses of the plates. Read Doctrine

and Covenants 17:3-5, looking for what the Lord
commanded the Three Witnesses to do after they had
seen the plates.

Consider the responsibility we have when the Lord
gives us a witness of divine truths.You may want

to mark phrases in verse 3 that teach the following
principle: After we obtain a witness of the truth,
then we have a responsibility to testify of it. Think
about how your willingness to testify of the truth is
also a demonstration of your faith in Jesus Christ.

3. In your scripture study journal, list a few doctrines and

principles of the gospel that you know are true. Share
your testimony, feelings, or thoughts about these principles with
a parent or sibling.

Soon after the revelation in Doctrine and Covenants 17
was given, the Prophet Joseph Smith, David Whitmer,
Oliver Cowdery, and Martin Harris went to the woods
near the Whitmer home to “try to obtain, by fervent
and humble prayer” the promised witness. Joseph
Smith recorded that after two unsuccessful attempts,
“Martin Harris proposed that he should withdraw
himself from us, believing, as he expressed himself,
that his presence was the cause of our not obtaining
what we wished for. He accordingly withdrew from

us, and we knelt down again, and had not been many
minutes engaged in prayer, when presently we beheld
a light above us in the air, of exceeding brightness; and
behold, an angel stood before us. In his hands he held
the plates which we had been praying . . . to have a
view of. He turned over the leaves one by one, so that
we could see them, and discern the engravings thereon
distinctly. . . . We heard a voice from out of the bright
light above us, saying, ‘“These plates have been revealed
by the power of God, and they have been translated by
the power of God. The translation of them which you
have seen is correct, and I command you to bear record
of what you now see and hear.’

“I now left David and Oliver, and went in pursuit

of Martin Harris, whom I found at a considerable
distance, fervently engaged in prayer. He soon told
me, however, that he had not yet prevailed with the
Lord, and earnestly requested me to join him in prayer,
that he also might realize the same blessings which
we had just received. We accordingly joined in prayer,
and ultimately obtained our desires, for before we
had yet finished, the same vision was opened to our
view, at least it was again opened to me, and I once

more beheld and heard the same things; whilst at the
same moment, Martin Harris cried out, apparently in
an ecstasy of joy, ““Tis enough; ‘tis enough; mine eyes
have beheld; mine eyes have beheld’” (in History of the
Church, 1:54-55).

Think about being entrusted with some important
information that you were not allowed to share with
anyone for a long time. How would you feel when you
were finally allowed to share it? Think about what it
would have been like for Joseph Smith to be the only
witness of the Book of Mormon plates for so many
years. How would you have felt in his position? How
do you think Joseph Smith felt knowing that others
could now add their witnesses and testimonies to his?

The following account from Lucy Mack Smith, Joseph
Smith’s mother, describes how Joseph felt after the
Three Witnesses had seen the plates: “When they
returned to the house it was between three and four
o’clock p. m. Mrs. Whitmer, Mr. Smith [Joseph
Smith Sr.] and myself, were sitting in a bedroom at the
time. On coming in, Joseph threw himself down beside
me, and exclaimed, ‘Father, mother, you do not know
how happy I am: the Lord has now caused the plates
to be shown to three more besides myself. They have
seen an angel, who has testified to them, and they will
have to bear witness to the truth of what I have said,
for now they know for themselves, that I do not go
about to deceive the people, and I feel as if I was
relieved of a burden which was almost too heavy for
me to bear, and it rejoices my soul, that I am not any
longer to be entirely alone in the world.” Upon this,
Martin Harris came in:
he seemed almost
overcome with joy, and
testified boldly to what
he had both seen and
heard. And so did David
and Oliver, adding that
no tongue could express
the joy of their hearts,
and the greatness of the
things which they had
both seen and heard”
(History of Joseph Smith
by His Mother, 152-53).

4. In your scripture study journal, describe what it feels

like to have others around you who have also received
a witness of what you know is true. How do their testimonies
help you?

Elder Loren C. Dunn of the Seventy spoke of the
importance of witnesses in the Lord’s work: “The law
of witnesses has always been a part of the Lord’s work
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on earth. This law states that ‘in the mouth of two or
three witnesses shall every word be established’ (2 Cor.
13:1; see also Deut. 17:6; 19:15; Matt. 18:15-16; John
8:12-29). This witness confirms that certain events took
place and that God-given doctrine and principles are
true” (“Witness,” Ensign, Nov. 1995, 28). The Lord used

the law of witnesses to confirm the reality of the plates.

A few days after the gold plates were shown to the
Three Witnesses by the power of God, the Prophet
Joseph Smith was allowed to show the plates to “a
few according to the will of God, to bear testimony

of his word unto the children of men” (2 Nephi 27:13;
see also Ether 5:2). Read “The Testimony of Three
Witnesses” and “The Testimony of Eight Witnesses”
(found after the introduction to the Book of Mormon).
Notice the differences in their experiences and the
similarities of their testimonies. Also notice that the
Eight Witnesses described the plates as having “the
appearance of gold” and the engravings having “the
appearance of ancient work.” Since they did not know
if the plates were real gold or that the engravings were
actual ancient writings, they testified only of what they
honestly knew to be true.

5. Imagine that your testimony of the Book of Mormon

could be added to each copy of the Book of Mormon.
On a blank page in your scripture study journal, create your own
personal witness page. Include what you know is true about the
Book of Mormon that you want others to know as well.

Doctrine and Covenants 17:6 contains the Savior’s
testimony of the Book of Mormon. Mark the witness
that He gave to the world in this verse, or write His
testimony in your scripture study journal. You may also
want to write Jesus Christ testified that the Book of
Mormon is true in your scripture study journal or the
margin of your scriptures near verse 6. Ponder how the
Lord’s testimony of the Book of Mormon influences
your testimony.

After their remarkable experience, each of the Three
Witnesses endured severe trials and their faith in God
and testimonies of the gospel were challenged. During
their struggles, all three left the Church, though Martin
Harris and Oliver Cowdery later returned and remained
faithful for the remainder of their lives. However, none
of the Three Witnesses ever denied their witnesses of
the Book of Mormon.

Although we do not know the specific reason why
each of the Three Witnesses left the Church after
having experienced such a powerful witness, the
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Lord’s warning to the Prophet Joseph Smith recorded
in Doctrine and Covenants 3:4 helps us understand
how such things can happen: “For although a man
may have many revelations, and have power to do
many mighty works, yet if he boasts in his own
strength, and sets at naught the counsels of God,
and follows after the dictates of his own will and
carnal desires, he must fall and incur the vengeance
of a just God upon him.” Each of the Three Witnesses,
however, continued to bear faithful witness of the
Book of Mormon throughout their lives.

Oliver Cowdery testified: “I wrote with my own pen,
the entire Book of Mormon (save a few pages) as it
fell from the lips of the Prophet Joseph Smith, and

he translated it by the gift and power of God, by the
means of the Urim and Thummim, or, as it is called by
that book, ‘Holy Interpreters.” I beheld with my eyes,
and handled with my hands, the gold plates from
which it was transcribed. . . . That book is true. Sidney
Rigdon did not write it; Mr. Spaulding did not write it.
I wrote it myself, as it fell from the lips of the Prophet.
It contains the everlasting gospel. . . . It contains
principles of salvation; and if you, my hearers, will
walk by its light and obey its precepts, you will be
saved with an everlasting salvation in the kingdom
of God on high” (in “Last Days of Oliver Cowdery,”
Deseret News, Apr. 13, 1859, 48).

A newspaper called the Richmond Democrat carried
the following account of David Whitmer bearing
witness of the Book of Mormon a few days before he
died: “On Sunday evening, at 5:30 (Jan. 22, 1888), Mr.
Whitmer called his family and some friends to his
bedside. . . . He then addressed himself to all around
his bedside in these words: “‘Now you must all be
faithful in Christ. I want to say to you all, the Bible
and the record of the Nephites (Book of Mormon) is
true, so you can say that you have heard me bear my
testimony on my death-bed. All be faithful in Christ,
and your reward will be according to your works.

God bless you all. My trust is in Christ forever, worlds
without end. Amen’” (Richmond Democrat, Feb. 2, 1888,
quoted in Andrew Jenson, Latter-day Saint Biographical
Encyclopedia, 4 vols. [1901], 1:270).

Shortly before he died, Martin Harris testified: “Yes, I
did see the plates on which the Book of Mormon was
written; I did see the angel; I did hear the voice of
God; and I do know that Joseph Smith is a Prophet
of God, holding the keys of the Holy Priesthood”
(“The Last Testimony of Martin Harris,” recorded by



William H. Homer in a statement sworn before J. W.
Robinson, Apr. 9, 1927, HDC). (See also Doctrine
and Covenants Student Manual [Church Educational
System manual, 2001], 33.)

Read Doctrine and Covenants 17:7-9, and mark the
promises the Lord made to the Three Witnesses if they
were faithful in declaring their testimonies. Notice the
phrase “righteous purposes” in verse 9. Think about
the righteous purposes the Lord desired the Three
Witnesses to fulfill by declaring their witnesses of the
gold plates and the Book of Mormon. (You may also
want to review Doctrine and Covenants 17:4 as you
think about this question.)

6. In your scripture study journal, answer the following
question: What might be a righteous purpose for which the
Lord could give you a witness of the truths you desire to know?

Remember that we can gain or strengthen
a testimony as we share it. President
Boyd K. Packer of the Quorum of the
Twelve Apostles taught:

“It is not unusual to have a missionary

say, ‘How can I bear testimony until I get
one? How can I testify that God lives, that Jesus is the
Christ, and that the gospel is true? If I do not have
such a testimony, would that not be dishonest?’

“Oh, if I could teach you this one principle. A
testimony is to be found in the bearing of it! Somewhere
in your quest for spiritual knowledge, there is that ‘leap
of faith,” as the philosophers call it. It is the moment
when you have gone to the edge of the light and
stepped into the darkness to discover that the way is
lighted ahead for just a footstep or two. “The spirit of
man,” as the scripture says, indeed ‘is the candle of the
Lord.” (Prov. 20:27.)

“It is one thing to receive a witness from what you
have read or what another has said; and that is a
necessary beginning. It is quite another to have the
Spirit confirm to you in your bosom that what you have
testified is true. Can you not see that it will be supplied
as you share it? As you give that which you have, there
is a replacement, with increase! . . .

“To speak out is the test of your faith” (“Candle of the
Lord,” Ensign, Jan. 1983, 54).

Ponder who you could share your testimony with who
might benefit from hearing it. Share your testimony
with that person this week.

7. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 17 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Doctrine and
Covenants 18

Introduction

The revelation in Doctrine and Covenants 18 was
given in June 1829, shortly after Peter, James, and
John conferred the Melchizedek Priesthood upon
Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery. Their visitation
emphasized the important role of Apostles in the
foundation of the Church of Jesus Christ. Doctrine
and Covenants 18:1-16 focuses on the calling

Oliver Cowdery and David Whitmer received to be
servants of Jesus Christ and preach repentance to
others. Doctrine and Covenants 18:17-47 teaches
the importance of taking upon us the name of Jesus
Christ. The Lord also mentioned the forthcoming
call of the Twelve Apostles and the desire they would
have to take upon themselves the name of the Savior
“with full purpose of heart” (D&C 18:27).The Lord
gave Oliver Cowdery and David Whitmer the unique
responsibility to “search out the Twelve” (D&C 18:37).

Doctrine and Covenants 18:1-5
The Lord teaches how to build up His Church

Have you ever experienced the disturbance and
destruction of an earthquake? On October 17, 1989,
at 5:04 p.m., a powerful earthquake (measuring 6.9
on the Richter scale) hit the San Francisco, California,
area of the United States. Thousands of buildings were
damaged or destroyed. Some of the homes appeared
to be fine on the outside, but officials condemned
them because the foundations were cracked or not
secure. What concerns would you have about living
in a house with an insecure foundation?
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The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints

Foundation

As recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 18, the Lord
revealed to Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery how to
build up His Church on a secure foundation. At the
beginning of this revelation, the Lord referred to the
things Oliver Cowdery had written, meaning the
words of the Book of Mormon Oliver had recorded
while acting as a scribe for the Prophet Joseph Smith.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 18:2-5, and identify
what was written in the Book of Mormon that the Lord
commanded His servants to build the Church upon.

From the Lord’s instructions we learn a central feature
of the Lord’s true Church. Complete the following

principle based on the revelation given in these verses:

The true Church is built upon

The Prophet Joseph Smith taught the following about
the foundation and the rock:

“Christ was head of the Church, the chief cornerstone,
the spiritual rock upon which the Church was built,
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it [see
Matthew 16:18; Ephesians 2:20]. He built up the
Kingdom, chose Apostles and ordained them to

the Melchizedek Priesthood, giving them power
[priesthood keys] to administer in the ordinances

of the Gospel” (Teachings of Presidents of the Church:
Joseph Smith [2007], 139).

“Jesus in His teachings says, “‘Upon this rock I will
build my Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it.” [Matthew 16:18.] What rock? Revelation”
(Teachings: Joseph Smith, 195).

The Lord gave a specific promise to His servants if
they would build up His Church upon the secure
foundation of His gospel. Read Doctrine and

Covenants 18:5, and identify the Lord’s promise.
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Doctrine and Covenants 18:6-16

Oliver Cowdery and David Whitmer are called to
preach repentance

How would you describe the spiritual and moral
climate of the world we currently live in? Read
Doctrine and Covenants 18:6, and notice how the Lord
described the world. Identify the Lord’s solution to the
increasing iniquity in the world, recorded in Doctrine
and Covenants 18:9.

Think of an item in your home that you feel is valuable.
Do you know approximately how much money that
item is worth? One way to establish an object’s value
is by determining the price someone is willing to pay
for it. A person might claim that a particular object

is worth a certain amount of money, but that price is
accurate only if another person is willing to pay that
amount for the object.

What is the worth of a soul? Doctrine and Covenants
18:10 teaches the value of a person in God’s eyes.
Read this verse, looking for what the Lord declared
we are worth.

1. In your scripture study journal, write why you think you
are of such great worth to Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ.

President Dieter F. Uchtdorf of the First Presidency
explained our worth to our Heavenly Father: “God
sees you not only as a mortal being on a small planet
who lives for a brief season—He sees you as His child.
He sees you as the being you are capable and designed
to become. He wants you to know that you matter

to Him” (“You Matter to Him,” Ensign or Liahona,
Nov. 2011, 22).

Each soul is important to the Lord, and Church leaders
often are directed by the Spirit to minister to one
particular individual. For example, President Thomas S.
Monson followed the promptings of the Spirit and
changed the message he had prepared in order to
speak to one young girl during a general conference:

“In the balcony to my left I see a beautiful

girl of perhaps ten years. Sweet little one,

I do not know your name or whence you

have come. This, however, I do know: the

innocence of your smile and the tender

expression of your eyes have persuaded
me to place aside for a future time the message I had
prepared for this occasion. Today, I am impressed to
speak to you.”



President Monson then shared an experience that
strengthened his understanding of the great love

that Jesus Christ has for children. He talked about
10-year-old Christal Methvin who, with her family,
lived in the Shreveport Louisiana Stake. Christal had
been diagnosed with cancer, which had spread to her
lungs. “The Methvin family did not despair, but rather
planned a flight to Salt Lake City. Christal could receive
a blessing from one of the General Authorities. The
Methvins knew none of the Brethren personally, so
opening before Christal a picture of all the General
Authorities, a chance selection was made. By sheer
coincidence, my name was selected.

“Christal never made the flight to Salt Lake City.
Her condition deteriorated. The end drew nigh.

But her faith did not waver. To her parents, she said,
‘Isn’t stake conference approaching? Isn't a General
Authority assigned? And why not Brother Monson?
If I can’t go to him, the Lord can send him to me.’

“Meanwhile in Salt Lake City, with no knowledge
of the events transpiring in Shreveport, a most
unusual situation developed. For the weekend of
the Shreveport Louisiana Stake Conference, I had
been assigned to El Paso, Texas. President Ezra Taft
Benson called me to his office and explained that
one of the other Brethren had done some preparatory
work regarding the stake division in El Paso. He
asked if I would mind were another to be assigned
to El Paso and I assigned elsewhere. Of course there
was no problem—anywhere would be fine with me.
Then President Benson said, ‘Brother Monson, I feel
impressed to have you visit the Shreveport Louisiana
Stake.” The assignment was accepted. The day came.
I arrived in Shreveport.

“That Saturday afternoon was filled with meetings.
... Rather apologetically, Stake President Charles F.
Cagle asked if my schedule would permit me time
to provide a blessing to a ten-year-old girl afflicted
with cancer. Her name: Christal Methvin. I responded
that, if possible, I would do so, and then inquired

if she would be at the conference, or was she in a
Shreveport hospital? Knowing the time was tightly
scheduled, President Cagle almost whispered that
Christal was confined to her home—mmore than eighty
miles from Shreveport!

“] examined the schedule of meetings for that evening
and the next morning—even my return flight. There
simply was no available time. An alternative suggestion
came to mind. Could we not remember the little one
in our public prayers at conference? Surely the Lord
would understand. On this basis, we proceeded with
the scheduled meetings.

“When the word was communicated to the Methvin
family, there was understanding but a trace of
disappointment as well. Hadn't the Lord heard their
prayers? Hadn't he provided that Brother Monson
would come to Shreveport? Again the family prayed,
asking for a final favor—that their precious Christal
would realize her desire.

“At the very moment the Methvin family knelt in
prayer, the clock in the stake center showed the
time to be 7:45. The leadership meeting had been
inspirational. I was sorting my notes, preparing to
step to the pulpit, when I heard a voice speak to my
spirit. The message was brief, the words familiar:
‘Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid
them not: for of such is the kingdom of God.” (Mark
10:14.) My notes became a blur. My thoughts turned
to a tiny girl in need of a blessing. The decision was
made. The meeting schedule was altered. After all,
people are more important than meetings. . . .

“I shall ever remember and never forget that
early-morning journey to a heaven the Methvin
family calls home. . . .

“The family surrounded Christal’s bedside. I gazed
down at a child who was too ill to rise—almost

too weak to speak. Her illness had now rendered
her sightless. So strong was the spirit that I fell to
my knees, took her frail hand in mine, and said
simply, ‘Christal, I am here.” She parted her lips
and whispered, ‘Brother Monson, I just knew you
would come.” I looked around the room. No one
was standing. Each was on bended knee. A blessing
was given. A faint smile crossed Christal’s face. Her
whispered ‘thank you’ provided an appropriate
benediction. . . .

“Four days later, on Thursday, as Church members in
Shreveport joined their faith with the Methvin family
and Christal’s name was remembered in a special
prayer to a kind and loving Heavenly Father, the pure
spirit of Christal Methvin left its disease-ravaged body
and entered the paradise of God. . . .

“To you, my little friend in the upper balcony, and

to believers everywhere, I bear witness that Jesus of
Nazareth does love little children, that he listens to
your prayers and responds to them” (“The Faith of a
Child,” Ensign, Nov. 1975, 20-22).

Read Doctrine and Covenants 18:11-12, looking for the
price our Savior, Jesus Christ, paid to redeem us. (The
phrase “all men” refers to everyone—all men, women,
and children.) (Doctrine and Covenants 18:10-11 is a
scripture mastery passage.You may want to mark it in
a distinctive way so you can find it more easily.)
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Because the worth of each soul is so great, how do
you think Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ feel when
someone repents and accepts the Savior’s sacrifice?
Read Doctrine and Covenants 18:13, and identify the
Lord’s response. Ponder why you think we bring great
joy to the Lord when we repent.

From Doctrine and Covenants 18:14 we learn that the
Lord called Oliver Cowdery and David Whitmer to “cry
repentance unto this people.” Elder Neil L. Andersen
of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles explained:
“Crying repentance simply means helping people
return to God” (“Preparing for Your Spiritual Destiny”
[Jan. 10, 2010], 7, speeches.byu.edu).

2. In your scripture study journal, list some ways a young
person can help someone to repent or prepare to return
to God.

~\

Read Doctrine and

Come unto Christ Covenants 18:15-16,

looking for what
To “come unto Christ” individuals experience
means to have faith in Him, when they help

someone come unto
Jesus Christ. (Doctrine
and Covenants 18:15-16
is a scripture mastery
passage. You may want
to mark this passage in

to keep His commandments,
to make covenants with
God, and to repent when
we make mistakes (see
Moroni 10:32-34).

a distinctive way to help
you find it more easily.) Based on the Lord’s promise

in these verses, complete the following principle: If we
help others to repent and come unto the Lord, our

joy

3. In your scripture study journal, write about an

experience where either you or someone you know
experienced joy from helping someone to repent or to grow
closer to the Lord. Also, write down one thing you will do to
assist in the work of saving souls. Consider specific individuals
you might help.

] Scripture Mastery—Doctrine and
Covenants 18:10-11

Write the words in Doctrine and Covenants 18:10-11
on a card or small piece of paper. Carry this paper with
you, and refer to it periodically throughout the day

to help you remember your worth and the worth of
others in the sight of God.

4. Write the following phrase in your scripture study
journal, writing your own name in the blanks: The worth
of is so great that Jesus Christ suffered
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and died so can repent and return to
Heavenly Father. Then answer the following questions:

a. How could knowing this truth influence how you
view yourself?

b. How could remembering the price Jesus Christ paid for
the souls of others affect how you treat them?

[J Scripture Mastery—Doctrine and
Covenants 18:15-16

Ask a family member or friend to help you memorize
Doctrine and Covenants 18:15-16. Have one person
begin with the first line of the scripture mastery
passage, as shown below. The other person should
then try to repeat the first line from memory and then
add the next line. Repeat this process, alternating from
person to person, saying the previous lines and adding
a line of the passage until it is completed. You may want
to repeat the process until you have gone through the
passage several times.

“And if it so be that you should labor all your days”
“in crying repentance unto this people,”

“and bring, save it be one soul unto me,”

“how great shall be your joy with him”

“in the kingdom of my Father!”

“And now, if your joy will be great with one soul”
“that you have brought unto me”

“into the kingdom of my Father,”

“how great will be your joy”

“if you should bring many souls unto me!”

5. In your scripture study journal, write as much as
you can of what you memorized of this scripture
mastery passage.

Doctrine and Covenants 18:17-25

Jesus Christ teaches Oliver Cowdery and David Whitmer
concerning the power of His name

Think about your surname (last name) for a

moment. Have you ever considered the blessings

and responsibilities that come with having your

name and belonging to your family? Some of these
privileges might include love and acceptance, a place
to live, security, and people to care for you. Your
responsibilities might include treating family members
with respect, doing household chores, and bringing
honor to the family name.



Even if you have a less-than-ideal family life and feel
your family name is not important, you took upon
yourself the name of Jesus Christ when you were
baptized. Read Doctrine and Covenants 18:17-25,
and identify the privileges and responsibilities that
come with taking upon yourself His name. Write
your answers in the following chart:

Privileges Responsibilities

According to Doctrine and Covenants 18:23, why is it
important for us to take upon ourselves the name of
Jesus Christ?

6. In your scripture study journal, write down a few ways
you can let others know that you have taken the name of
Jesus Christ upon yourself.

Doctrine and Covenants 18:26-47

The Lord reveals the calling and mission of the
Twelve Apostles

In his first general conference as a newly called
Apostle, Elder Jeffrey R. Holland said:

“Obviously my greatest thrill and the

most joyful of all realizations is that I

have the opportunity, as Nephi phrased

it, to ‘talk of Christ, . . . rejoice in Christ,

... preach of Christ, [and] prophesy of

Christ’ (2 Ne. 25:26) wherever I may
be and with whomever I may find myself until the
last breath of my life is gone. Surely there could be
no higher purpose or greater privilege than that of
‘special [witness] of the name of Christ in all the
world” (D&C 107:23).

“. .. Beyond my words and teachings and spoken
witness, my life must be part of that testimony of Jesus.
My very being should reflect the divinity of this work.
I could not bear it if anything I might ever say or do
would in any way diminish your faith in Christ, your
love for this church, or the esteem in which you hold
the holy apostleship.

“I do promise you—as I have promised the Lord and
these my brethren—that I will strive to live worthy of
this trust and serve to the full measure of my ability”

(“Miracles of the Restoration,” Ensign, Nov. 1994, 31).

The Lord referred to the calling and mission of
the Twelve Apostles in Doctrine and Covenants
18:26-32, 37-47.

7. According to Doctrine and Covenants 18:26-29, the

Twelve Apostles are called to preach and administer
the gospel to the entire world. Read verses 30—32; then, in
your scripture study journal, record what else the Lord said the
Twelve Apostles were to do.

Why are some voices easier to recognize than others?
Do you ever find it difficult to recognize the voice of
the Lord and know when He is speaking to you?

We can hear the voice of the Lord through His
servants. In Doctrine and Covenants 18, the Lord
explained an additional way we can hear and become
familiar with His voice. Read Doctrine and Covenants
18:34-36, 47, looking for this important way in which
the Lord communicates with us. In Doctrine and
Covenants 18:34 the phrase “these words” refers to the
revelations the Lord had given that are now found in
the Doctrine and Covenants. According to these verses,
what would you say to someone who wants to know
how we can hear the Lord speaking to us?

Write this principle in your scriptures or your scripture
study journal: We can hear the voice of Jesus Christ
as we read the scriptures by the power of the Spirit.

We can hear the voice of the Lord in ways

that are not audible to our ears. Through

the Holy Ghost we can receive feelings

and messages to our mind and heart (see

D&C 8:2-3). Elder M. Russell Ballard of

the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles
taught, “When we read and study the revelations, the
Spirit can confirm in our hearts the truth of what we
are learning; in this way, the voice of the Lord speaks
to each one of us” (“Marvelous Are the Revelations of
the Lord,” Ensign, May 1998, 32).

Think of an experience when you felt the Lord inspire
you as you read or pondered the scriptures. Ponder the
following questions:

¢ How could knowing that the Holy Ghost can help us
hear the Savior’s voice as we read His words affect
the way you think about the scriptures?

e How might that truth guide you as you choose
the time, place, or environment in which you read
the scriptures?
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8. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 18 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to
share with my teacher:

Doctrine and
Covenants 19:1-22

Introduction

In June 1829, Joseph Smith hired the printer Egbert B.
Grandin to print 5,000 copies of the Book of Mormon
at a cost of $3,000. Using his farm as collateral, Martin
Harris personally guaranteed to pay the cost of printing
if sales of the book did not cover the cost. Before the
publication was complete, some townspeople held a
meeting and passed a resolution not to purchase the
Book of Mormon. Concerned about these threats,
Grandin stopped printing to avoid not being paid for
the work. The possibility that the Book of Mormon
would not sell also put Martin Harris in danger of
losing his farm.

The revelation found in Doctrine and Covenants 19
was given for Martin Harris during this time. President
Joseph Fielding Smith described this revelation as “one
of the great revelations given in this dispensation;
there are few of greater import than this. The doctrine
of the atonement of the Lord, as directly applied to the
individual, and his exposition of ‘Eternal Punishment,’
as here set forth, give to the members of the Church
light which was not previously known” (Church History
and Modern Revelation, 2 vols. [1953], 1:85).

Doctrine and Covenants 19:1-3

The Savior declares that He accomplished the will of

the Father

Read Doctrine and Covenants 19:1-3, looking for what
the Savior said about who He is and what He did.
Mark words or phrases that teach that Jesus Christ
fulfilled the will of His Father and that Jesus Christ
will judge us according to our works.
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1. In your scripture study journal, describe how knowing
these truths about the Savior might have helped Martin
Harris feel peace and given him strength to do the Lord's will.

Doctrine and Covenants 19:4-12
Jesus Christ explains eternal and endless punishment

The Lord explained some truths that can help us
understand His atoning sacrifice better. Read Doctrine
and Covenants 19:4, looking for words that complete
the following doctrinal statement: Every person
must or

You may want to mark this phrase in your scriptures.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 19:5. How did the
Savior describe the suffering of those who do not
repent and will, therefore, receive His judgments?
How does knowing this truth provide an added
reason for us to repent of our sins?

Scan Doctrine and Covenants 19:6—7, and look for
phrases that are sometimes used to describe the
condition of those who do not repent. Mark the
phrases “endless torment” and “eternal damnation.”
What do you think of when you read these

two phrases?

Search Doctrine and Covenants 19:8-12 for
information to help you understand why these phrases
do not refer to the length of time people will suffer for
their sins.

Did you notice that “Endless” is a name for God?
This means that “endless punishment” or “eternal
punishment” is “God’s punishment.” What do you
think “God’s punishment” means?

Elder James E. Talmage of the Quorum
of the Twelve Apostles explained: “To hell
there is an exit as well as an entrance.
Hell is no place to which a vindictive
judge sends prisoners to suffer and to be
punished principally for his glory; but it is
a place prepared for the teaching, the disciplining of
those who failed to learn here upon the earth what
they should have learned. True, we read of everlasting
punishment, unending suffering, eternal damnation.
That is a direful expression; but in his mercy the Lord
has made plain what those words mean. ‘Eternal
punishment,” he says, is God’s punishment, for he is
eternal; and that condition or state or possibility will
ever exist for the sinner who deserves and really needs
such condemnation; but this does not mean that the
individual sufferer or sinner is to be eternally and
everlastingly made to endure and suffer. No man



will be kept in hell longer than is necessary to bring
him to a fitness for something better. When he reaches
that stage the prison doors will open and there will be
rejoicing among the hosts who welcome him into a
better state. The Lord has not abated in the least what
he has said in earlier dispensations concerning the
operation of his law and his gospel, but he has made
clear unto us his goodness and mercy through it all,
for it is his glory and his work to bring about the
immortality and eternal life of man” (in Conference
Report, Apr. 1930, 97.)

President Joseph Fielding Smith gave this
insight: “The same punishment always
follows the same offense, according to
the laws of God who is eternal and
endless, hence it is called endless
punishment, and eternal punishment,
because it is the punishment which God has fixed
according to unchangeable law. A man may partake of
endless torment, and when he has paid the penalty for
his transgression, he is released, but the punishment
remains and awaits the next culprit, and so on forever”
(Doctrines of Salvation, comp. Bruce R. McConkie,
3 vols. [1954-56], 2:228).

President J. Reuben Clark of the First
Presidency provided additional insight by
teaching about God’s true nature. As you
read his explanation, think about how
understanding the nature of God helps
us understand about God’s punishment.

“] cannot subscribe to the modern doctrine that

God does not punish, because I cannot throw away
all of the scriptures there are in order to reach that
conclusion|, but] I have a feeling that when the Lord
comes to give us our reward . . . and our punishment
... that he will give that punishment which is the very
least that our transgression will justify. I believe that
he will bring into his justice all of the infinite love and
blessing and mercy and kindness and understanding
which he has. . ..

“And on the other hand, I believe that when it comes
to making the rewards for our good conduct, he will
give us the maximum that it is possible to give, having
in mind the offense which we have committed” (“As
Ye Sow . . . ” Brigham Young University Speeches of the
Year [May 3, 1955], 6-7).

Doctrine and Covenants 19:13-22
The Savior speaks of His suffering for sin

The Savior wants our lives to be blessed and improved
through His atoning sacrifice. Read Doctrine and
Covenants 19:13-17, and complete this statement:
Those who choose not to repent will

Elder Neal A. Maxwell of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles reminded us that we have a choice to make:
“We will end up either choosing Christ’s manner of
living or His manner of suffering! It is either ‘suffer
even as I’ (D&C 19:16-17), or overcome “even as [He]
...overcame’ (Revelation 3:21)” (“Overcome . . . Even
As I Also Overcame,” Ensign, May 1987, 72).

Ponder your own choices. Are they leading you to a
more Christlike life, or are they leading you to a future
of suffering for your own sins?

Most accounts of Jesus Christ’s suffering are given by
someone other than Himself (see Matthew 26:36-39;
Luke 22:39-44). Doctrine and Covenants 19 contains
the Savior’s personal account of His suffering.
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2. Read Doctrine and Covenants 19:15, 18-19,
and answer the following questions in your scripture

study journal:

a. How did the Savior describe the suffering He experienced

in Gethsemane?

b. How do you feel about the Savior suffering the penalty for

your sins?

¢. How might knowing about the Savior’s suffering have helped
encourage Martin Harris to repent of his sins, as the Lord
instructed him to do in this revelation?

3. Read Doctrine and Covenants 19:20, and answer the
following questions in your scripture study journal:

a. Why do you think the withdrawal of the Spirit would lead to

suffering?

b. Why might it be helpful to remember times when we had to
suffer the consequences of our sins?

Think back to times when you have suffered because
of your sins and felt the need for repentance. As
you ponder those times, recall when you felt the
Spirit’s companionship and when you felt the Spirit
withdraw. What did you do to once again enjoy the

companionship of the Spirit?

4. Use Doctrine and Covenants 19:13-16, 20 to answer
the following question in your scripture study journal:
How is the Lord’s commandment to repent evidence of His love

for us?

Sometime during the next week, share your

testimony with a family member or friend about

one of the doctrines or principles you learned while
studying Doctrine and Covenants 19:1-22. Consider
volunteering to share your experience with your teacher

the next time you meet.

Explaining, Sharing,
and Testifying

N\
Explaining doctrines and
principles, sharing insights and

fying of divine truth can clarify
your understanding of gospel
doctrines and principles and
improve your ability to teach
the gospel to others. As you
explain, share, and testify, the
Holy Ghost will lead you to a
deeper testimony of the things
you are teaching.

relevant experiences, and testi-
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L] Scripture
Mastery—Doctrine

and Covenants
19:16-19

Work on memorizing
Doctrine and Covenants
19:16-19 by writing

the scripture mastery
passage word for word
on a piece of paper.
Using your paper, read
the passage aloud several
times. Then cover (or
erase) a few words or
phrases on your paper.
Continue to recite

the scripture mastery passage, reciting the covered
portions from memory. Repeat this process until you
feel comfortable reciting the passage in its entirety.

5. In your scripture study journal, write as much
as you can of what you memorized of this scripture
mastery passage.

QS\ 6. Write the following at the bottom of today's
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 19:1-22 and completed
this lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

UNIT 5: DAY 4

Doctrine and
Covenants 19:23-41

Introduction

In the introduction to the last lesson, you learned that
in order to guarantee E. B. Grandin’s payment for
printing the Book of Mormon, Martin Harris signed a
mortgage agreement on his farm. During the printing,
some local citizens passed a resolution to not purchase
the Book of Mormon after publication. Afraid that he
would not be paid, the printer stopped the production
of the Book of Mormon. The possibility that people
would not buy the copies of the Book of Mormon

put Martin Harris in danger of losing his farm. In

the second part of this revelation for Martin Harris,
Doctrine and Covenants 19:23-41, the Lord exhorted
Martin to impart of his property freely to the printing
of the Book of Mormon. Martin eventually sold 151
acres of his farm to cover the printing costs.

Doctrine and Covenants 19:23-24
The Savior testifies that peace comes by learning of Him

When have you had to do something difficult that you
knew was right but you were unsure or nervous about
how it would turn out? (For example, you may have
felt the need to stay away from some friends because
they were a bad influence on you.) What helped you
have the faith to do what you knew was right even
though it was hard?



1. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. What are some difficult things you have been asked to do or
may sometime be asked to do because you are a member of
the Church? Why were they hard or why would they be hard
for you to do?

b. Would your feelings and response change depending on who
asked you to do the difficult thing? Why or why not?

Read the section heading for Doctrine and Covenants 19,
and mark who gave the commandment in this revelation
to Martin Harris. If you were in Martin’s position, how

might knowing that this commandment came from God
help you?

Martin Harris was afraid of losing his farm because of
problems that arose during the printing of the Book of
Mormon. The Lord responded to Martin’s concern by
revealing some things he needed to do and some things
he needed to know. Read Doctrine and Covenants
19:23, and mark the Savior’s promise to Martin Harris.
(Doctrine and Covenants 19:23 is a scripture mastery
passage.) You may want to write the following principle
in your scripture study journal: If we learn of Christ,
listen to His words, and walk in the meekness of
His Spirit, then we will have peace.

2. Answer the following question in your scripture study

journal: When have you felt the peace promised in this
principle as you have done such things as studying the scriptures,
listening to talks in general conference and other Church meetings,
and pondering the blessings of the gospel?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 19:24, looking for what
Martin Harris learned about Jesus Christ. Ponder how
learning this could help you feel peace when you are
asked to do something difficult for the Lord.

[J Scripture Mastery—Doctrine and
Covenants 19:23

3. To help you memorize this scripture mastery passage,

write the letters A-D in your scripture study journal. Then
read Doctrine and Covenants 19:23 as many times as you can in
2 minutes. When the time is up, close your scriptures and, next to
letters A—C, list the three things we must do. Then, next to the
letter D, write what the Lord promised we will obtain if we do
those three things.

Doctrine and Covenants 19:25-35

The Lord commands Martin Harris to sell his property for
the printing of the Book of Mormon

After promising Martin Harris peace conditional upon
learning of the Savior and listening to His words, the
Lord gave him additional commandments and counsel.
Read Doctrine and Covenants 19:26, looking for what
the Lord commanded Martin Harris to do. (Martin did
sell 151 acres of his farm, which made the printing of
the Book of Mormon possible.)

Search Doctrine and Covenants 19:25-35, looking for
the commandments and counsel the Lord gave Martin
Harris. As you read, look for and consider marking the
phrases “I command” and “thou shalt.”

The Lord cared for Martin Harris and gave him specific
commandments for his individual circumstances. We
do not have sufficient information to understand why
Martin Harris was given certain commandments.
However, the Lord did make clear what would happen
if Martin were to disregard those commandments.
Read Doctrine and Covenants 19:33, looking for

what the Lord said would happen if Martin were to
“slight these counsels.” In this context, the word slight
means to disregard something because it is seen as
insignificant or of little value.You might want to write
this definition in your scriptures near the word slight.

4. Think of some of the commandments and counsel

you have received from the Lord through the words of
apostles and prophets, priesthood blessings (including your
patriarchal blessing if you have received one), and priesthood
leaders. In your scripture study journal, write about why it is
important to follow this guidance.
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Elder Russell M. Nelson of the Quorum

of the Twelve Apostles gave the following

counsel: “Keep all the commandments of

God, knowing that they are given to bless

His children and bring them joy. [You] will

encounter people who pick which
commandments they will keep and ignore others that
they choose to break. I call this the cafeteria approach
to obedience. This practice of picking and choosing will
not work. It will lead to misery. To prepare to meet
God, one keeps all of His commandments. It takes
faith to obey them, and keeping His commandments
will strengthen that faith” (“Face the Future with
Faith,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2011, 34).

Consider whether you have a tendency to slight, or
disregard, any of the commandments the Lord has given
you and whether there is a particular commandment
you could obey with greater dedication.

Doctrine and Covenants 19:36—-41
The Lord counsels Martin Harris concerning his ministry

Just like Martin Harris, we all have to decide whether or
not we will submit our will to the will of the Father, even
when what He asks is difficult. President Thomas S.
Monson shared the following account of a young man
who had to decide whether he would submit his will

to the will of the Father. Read the first part of this story
and compare this young man’s experience with that of
Martin Harris.

“Jose Garcia from Old Mexico [was] born in poverty
but nurtured in faith, Jose prepared for a mission call. I
was present the day his recommendation was received.
There appeared the statement: ‘Brother Garcia will
serve at great sacrifice to his family, for he is the

means of much of the family support. He has but one
possession—a treasured stamp collection—which he is
willing to sell, if necessary, to help finance his mission.”

“President Kimball listened attentively as this statement
was read to him, and then he responded: ‘Have him
sell his stamp collection. Such sacrifice will be to him a
blessing’” (“Profiles of Faith,” Ensign, Nov. 1978, 56).

5. Answer the following question in your scripture study

journal: How would difficult decisions, like that Jose
needed to make, be easier if we have already experienced the
peace that results from obedience to the Lord’s commandments?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 19:36—41, looking for
words or phrases that teach the following principle:
If we do the will of the Lord, He will give us
blessings that are of greater value than the
treasures of the earth.
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What blessings of greater value than earthly treasures
do you think Jose would receive by serving a mission?
Read the conclusion of the story, and look for an
additional blessing that Jose would receive for
applying this principle:

“Then, with a twinkle in his eye and a smile on

his face, this loving prophet [President Spencer W.
Kimbeall] said, “‘Each month at Church headquarters we
receive thousands of letters from all parts of the world.
See that we save these stamps and provide them to
Jose at the conclusion of his mission. He will have,
without cost, the finest stamp collection of any young
man in Mexico’” (“Profiles of Faith,” 56).

Ponder how the doctrines you have learned from
this lesson could help strengthen your willingness to
submit your will to God.

Martin Harris obeyed the command to sell his property
for the printing of the Book of Mormon. Because of
Martin’s choice, millions of lives have been and will
continue to be blessed. Ponder what you can do to
better submit your will to the will of Heavenly Father.

6. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 19:23—41 and completed
this lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

UNIT 6: DAY 1

Doctrine and
Covenants 20:1-36

Introduction

“The Church of Christ in these last days [was] organized
and established agreeable to the laws of [the United
States of America]” on April 6, 1830 (D&C 20:1).
Among the early members of the Church, the revelation
recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 20 was known as
the “Articles and Covenants” of the Church because

it reveals details regarding beliefs, offices, ordinances,
and procedures of the newly restored Church. Along
with Doctrine and Covenants 21-22, this section is
often referred to as the “constitution” of the restored
Church. Because of its length and content, Doctrine
and Covenants 20 is divided into three lessons.



Doctrine and Covenants 20:1-4
God commands that the Church be established

Think about the last meeting you attended where
testimonies were shared. If a friend who is not a
member of the Church had attended the meeting
with you and asked what a testimony is, how would
you have explained it?

Consider the following definition of a
testimony from Elder Dallin H. Oaks of
the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles: “A
testimony of the gospel is a personal
witness borne to our souls by the Holy
Ghost that certain facts of eternal
significance are true and that we know them to be
true” (“Testimony,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2008, 26).

Doctrine and Covenants 20 was read out loud at
some of the early Church conferences and served as

a reminder to the members of the Church of many
important truths of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Read
Doctrine and Covenants 20:1-2. Then complete the
following principle by filling in the blanks: Joseph
Smith was of God and commanded
to organize

1. Ponder your own testimony or feelings of the divine

calling of Joseph Smith and the truthfulness of the church

he was commanded to organize. In your scripture study journal,
write about one or more experiences you have had that helped
you receive a personal witness or progress toward receiving a
personal witness of Joseph Smith’s role as prophet in restoring
the Lord’s Church to the earth.

Notice that in Doctrine and Covenants 20:1, the
Lord gave April 6, 1830, as the day His Church
was organized.

Doctrine and Covenants 20:5-16
A brief history of the events of the Restoration

Doctrine and Covenants 20:5-6 refers to the first visit
of the angel Moroni to Joseph Smith. Read Doctrine
and Covenants 20:7-8, and identify what Moroni gave
to Joseph Smith.

The Book of Mormon was published on March 26,
1830. The Church was organized within two weeks of
its printing, on April 6, 1830. Why do you think it was
important that the Book of Mormon be completed
before the Church was organized?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 20:9-12, and mark phrases
that tell how the Book of Mormon blesses the world.

2. In your scripture study journal, complete the following
phrases using what you learned in Doctrine and
Covenants 20:9-12:

a. The Book of Mormon proves to the world that angels still . ..

b. The Book of Mormon proves to the world that the holy
scriptures are . . .

¢. The Book of Mormon proves to the world that God does
calland . ..

d. The Book of Mormon shows to the world that God is . . .

These statements help us understand that the Book

of Mormon is evidence that God has restored the
gospel in our day. How could knowing this principle
affect your desire to share the Book of Mormon

with someone?

3. Read Doctrine and Covenants 20:14-15, and mark

what the Lord promised to those who receive the Book
of Mormon and live by its teachings. Then answer the following
questions in your scripture study journal:

a. What blessing does the Lord promise to those who receive
the Book of Mormon “in faith”?

b. What are some ways a person could receive the Book of
Mormon in faith?

¢. How can the Book of Mormon lead a person to “work
righteousness”?

To help you consider how you have received the

Book of Mormon in your life, circle the phrases in the
following chart that best describe your experience with
the Book of Mormon now:

Frequency Quality

| read it every day. | try my best to apply what |
learn to my life.

| read it most days. | sometimes apply what |
learn to my life.

I read it occasionally, when | | usually don’t pay close

have time. attention to what I'm reading.

I never read it.

What could you do to better receive the Book of
Mormon “in faith” in your life?

57



Doctrine and Covenants 20:17-36

Important truths about the Godhead and the plan of
salvation are taught

What are the basic truths of the plan of salvation?
What would you say if someone asked you to briefly
explain the plan of salvation? Using only Doctrine and
Covenants 20:17-29, you could give someone a brief
explanation of the plan of salvation.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 20:17, 29-31, 35, and
mark the phrase that is repeated near the beginning of
each verse. Doctrine and Covenants 20:17-36 contains
several important things the Lord’s Church declares to
the world that we know to be true. Among these are
truths concerning Heavenly Father, Jesus Christ, and
the Holy Ghost and the things we must do to be saved
in the kingdom of God.

4. Read the scriptures referenced below, and then answer
the questions in your scripture study journal:

a. Doctrine and Covenants 20:17-19. What do we know about
Heavenly Father?

b. Doctrine and Covenants 20:21-25. What do we know about
Jesus Christ?

¢. Doctrine and Covenants 20:25-26. What do we know about
the infinite nature of the Atonement? (see also Mosiah 4:7).

d. Doctrine and Covenants 20:26—28. What do we know about
the Holy Ghost?

“We know” is an expression that complements Elder
Oaks'’s statement that “a testimony of the gospel is a
personal witness borne to our souls by the Holy Ghost
that certain facts of eternal significance are true and
that we know them to be true” (“Testimony,” 26).

Several of the answers you wrote down in your
scripture study journal might convey these truths:
God lives and is infinite, eternal, and unchanging
(verse 17). We are created in the image and likeness
of God (verse 18). God gave His Only Begotten
Son to be crucified and rise again so that all who
believe, are baptized, and endure in faith may be
saved, including those who lived before the Savior
was born (verses 21-25). The Holy Ghost testifies
of the Father and the Son (verse 27). The Father, the
Son, and the Holy Ghost work together to prepare
us for eternal life (verses 17-28).

58

5. Select one of the preceding doctrines that is important

to you and that you know or believe to be true. Imagine
you had the opportunity to write a one-paragraph article in a
major magazine or newspaper declaring what you know or
believe to be true concerning that doctrine. In your scripture
study journal, write which of these doctrines you would choose
and what you would share and testify of concerning that truth.

See if you can unscramble the following words:
tpneer, citusjfiniota, cantaniotciifs, veol, reesv, dehe,
ypar. These words emphasize the responsibility we
have to show that we accept Heavenly Father and
Jesus Christ. Read Doctrine and Covenants 20:29-34
to find the unscrambled words and complete the
following statements:

e “All men must and believe on the
name of Jesus Christ.”
. means to be forgiven and declared
not guilty.
o means to become holy, purified from
the effects of sin, and Christlike.
e The Savior’s grace will help all those who
and God.
* We need to take and
always to withstand temptation.

What do these verses teach we must do to be saved in
the kingdom of God?

Review the doctrines and principles highlighted in bold
print throughout this lesson. Consider which of these
truths you have personally come to know are true. As
you review them, it may be helpful to place a check
mark next to those truths you know are true.

6. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 20:1-36 and completed
this lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:



UNIT 6: DAY 2

Doctrine and
Covenants 20:38—-67

Introduction

The organization of the Church on April 6, 1830,
provided the means for priesthood ordinances to be
administered to Heavenly Father’s children throughout
the world in the latter days. Previous to the organization
of the Church, the Lord began revealing the duties of
offices in the priesthood to the Prophet Joseph Smith as
early as the summer of 1829. Doctrine and Covenants 20
sets forth many of these duties and instructs priesthood
holders in administering ordinances and watching over
and ministering to the members of the Church.

Doctrine and Covenants 20:38-59
The duties of priesthood offices are set forth

How would you answer if someone asked, “Who is
the minister of your church?” As you study Doctrine
and Covenants 20:38-67, think about how you would
answer this question.

1. Copy the following titles and references into your
scripture study journal. Then read these scriptures, and
list the duties of the priesthood offices under the appropriate
heading in your journal. It may help you to know that the term
“elder” in these verses refers to all Melchizedek
Priesthood holders.

Elders
(D&C 20:38—45)

Teachers and
Deacons
(D&C 20:53-59)

Priests
(D&C 20:46-52)

After you've written the duties under the appropriate headings,
underline the differences you notice between the duties of an
elder, a priest, a teacher, and a deacon. Circle the similarities.

Now that you have studied a little about priesthood
duties, in the following chart, draw lines from the
priesthood office to the duties those priesthood
holders have the authority to perform:

Elder Authority to bestow the gift
of the Holy Ghost
Priest Authority to administer

(bless) the sacrament

Teacher Authority to ordain a deacon

Deacon Authority to teach

Answers to this matching activity are found at the end
of this lesson. Notice that the higher offices of the
priesthood include the duties and authority of the
lesser offices.

2. In your scripture study journal, write a principle that
summarizes the responsibility of all priesthood holders.

Compare your principle with the following principle:
All priesthood holders have the responsibility to
administer ordinances and to watch over members
of the Church and minister to them.You may want
to write this truth in the margin of your scriptures near
Doctrine and Covenants 20:38-59.

To help you understand more about the responsibility
of all priesthood holders to watch over and minister to
members of the Church, read Doctrine and Covenants
20:53-54, 59, and identify ways the Lord directed

59



priesthood holders to minster to and strengthen
members of the Church. You may want to mark
what you find. What are some ways that an Aaronic
Priesthood holder can “watch over the church . . . and

be with and strengthen them”?

The duties of Aaronic Priesthood holders go beyond
administering ordinances. Ponder the following
scenarios, and consider the ways the priesthood
holders are performing their duty to invite others
to come unto Christ and the ways they are not:

e After an Aaronic Priesthood holder helps in
administering the sacrament in sacrament meeting,
he goes to Sunday School and treats the teacher and
other class members rudely.

¢ A young priesthood holder returns from home
teaching and begins sharing sensitive or personal
information about those he home taught.

¢ A group of priesthood holders meets for a service
project and begins teasing and making fun of a
fellow quorum member.

3. Answer the following question in your scripture

study journal: Why is it important for priesthood
holders to know that their duties include more than simply
administering ordinances?

You might want to write the following statement by
Elder Richard G. Scott of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles in the margin of your scriptures or in your
scripture study journal: “The purpose of priesthood
authority is to give, to serve, to lift, to inspire” (“Honor
the Priesthood and Use It

Well,” Ensign or Liahona,

Nov. 2008, 46).

Think about when you
have seen young men
in your ward or branch
honor their priesthood
by watching over,
serving, lifting, inspiring,
or strengthening others.
If you are a priesthood
holder, consider writing
a goal that will help you
faithfully administer the
ordinances and watch
over and strengthen

the Church.
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Doctrine and Covenants 20:60—67
Guidelines on priesthood ordinations are given

Have you experienced
or seen a priesthood
ordination? Think about
the feelings you had as
you were ordained or
witnessed someone else
being ordained.

Read Doctrine and
Covenants 20:60, and
identify the power the
person performing the
ordination should use in
addition to the priesthood. According to this verse,
what power should direct a priesthood holder as he
exercises the priesthood?

How does a priesthood holder ensure that he performs
his duties with this power? President Boyd K. Packer of
the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles explained where a
priesthood holder’s power comes from:

“Your authority comes through your
ordination; your power comes through
obedience and worthiness.

“Power in the priesthood comes from

doing your duty in ordinary things:
attending meetings, accepting assignments, reading
the scriptures, keeping the Word of Wisdom.

“President Woodruff said: ‘I traveled thousands of
miles and preached the Gospel as a Priest, and, as I
have said to congregations before, the Lord sustained
me and made manifest His power in the defense

of my life as much while I held that office as He

has done while I have held the office of an Apostle.
The Lord sustains any man that holds a portion of
the Priesthood, whether he is a Priest, an Elder, a
Seventy, or an Apostle, if he magnifies his calling and
does his duty’” (“The Unseen Power,” New Era, May
2007, 7; see also “The Aaronic Priesthood,” Ensign,
Nov. 1981, 32-33).

If you are a young man, prayerfully consider what the
Lord would have you do to invite the power of the
Holy Ghost to accompany you as you perform your
current and future priesthood duties. If you are a young
woman, consider how you might help the young men
in their efforts to obtain the Spirit in their lives and in
their priesthood service.



Read Doctrine and Covenants 20:65. From what you

learn in this verse, why do we raise our arms in Church

to show a sustaining vote? The commandment for the
Church to publicly offer a sustaining vote came from
the Lord.

What does it mean to raise your arm and show a
sustaining vote of another? Elder Loren C. Dunn,
who was a member of the Seventy, explained the
responsibilities that accompany the sustaining process:

“When we sustain officers, we are given the
opportunity of sustaining those whom the Lord has
already called by revelation. . . .

“The Lord, then, gives us the opportunity to sustain
the action of a divine calling and in effect express
ourselves if for any reason we may feel otherwise.

“To sustain is to make the action binding on ourselves
and to commit ourselves to support those people whom
we have sustained. When a person goes through the
sacred act of raising his arm to the square, he should
remember, with soberness, that which he has done and
commence to act in harmony with his sustaining vote
both in public and in private” (“We Are Called of God,”
Ensign, July 1972, 43).

Have you ever been in a sacrament meeting when
the congregation sustained a young man to be
ordained to an office in the Aaronic Priesthood?
Did the congregation raise their hands? How could
a young man'’s experience of seeing others sustain his
ordination help him fulfill his responsibilities?

4. In your scripture study journal, write a few sentences

explaining why you are thankful for priesthood authority.
Share what you have written with one of your parents or Church
leaders, a sibling, or a friend. Ask that person to share with you
his or her feelings about the meaning of the priesthood.

5. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 20:38—67 and completed
this lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Answers to the matching activity:

Elder: Authority to bestow the gift of the Holy Ghost

Elder and priest: Authority to administer (bless) the sacrament
Elder and priest: Authority to ordain a deacon

Elder, priest, teacher, and deacon: Authority to teach

Doctrine and
Covenants 20:37,
68—-84

Introduction

The organization of the Church on April 6, 1830, made
it possible for priesthood ordinances to be administered
to Heavenly Father’s children throughout the world

in the latter days. Previous to this long-awaited day,
the Lord began revealing to the Prophet Joseph Smith
the requirements and manner of baptism, what is
expected of members of His Church, and the details

of administering the sacrament.

Doctrine and Covenants 20:37, 68-74
The requirements and manner of baptism are set forth

What would you say to a nonmember friend who asked,
“What do I have to do to be baptized into your church?”

Read Doctrine and Covenants 20:37, and look for the
requirements the Lord gave for those who desire to
become members of the Church. You might want to
mark each requirement you discover in the passage.

It might be helpful for you to know that to show
forth a broken heart and a contrite spirit means to
be humble and receptive to the will of God. It also
means to feel deep sorrow for sin and a sincere
desire to repent.
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Elder D. Todd Christofferson of the
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles explained:
“In ancient times when people wanted to
worship the Lord and seek His blessings,
they often brought a gift. For example,
when they went to the temple, they
brought a sacrifice to place on the altar. After His
Atonement and Resurrection, the Savior said He would
no longer accept burnt offerings of animals. The gift or
sacrifice He will accept now is ‘a broken heart and a
contrite spirit.” [3 Nephi 9:20.] As you seek the blessing
of conversion, you can offer the Lord the gift of your
broken, or repentant, heart and your contrite, or
obedient, spirit. In reality, it is the gift of yourself—
what you are and what you are becoming” (“When
Thou Art Converted,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2004, 12).

Why do you think these traits are required before a
person gets baptized?

From what you learn in Doctrine and Covenants
20:37, complete the following principle: When we are
baptized we witness or demonstrate that

Ponder how you are doing in living according to your
baptismal covenants.

What would you say to your nonmember friend if he
or she asked this additional question: “How are people
baptized in your church?”

Read Doctrine and Covenants 20:72-74, and mark

the manner of baptism described by the Lord. From
these verses we learn that baptism must be done by
immersion and must be performed by one holding
proper authority (see also 3 Nephi 11:21-27).

How would you answer if your friend asked a third
question: “What is required of people after they have
been baptized and become members of your church?”

Read Doctrine and Covenants 20:68—69, and identify
expectations the Lord has for each of us after we
have been baptized. You may want to mark these
expectations in your scriptures.

In Doctrine and Covenants 20:68 the Lord tells us that
new members are to be taught by elders after baptism
and before confirmation. In our day, the practice of
teaching missionary lessons to investigators before
baptism allows people to receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost soon after their baptism.
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From Doctrine and Covenants 20:69 we learn how

we can manifest or show our worthiness after we are
baptized. Using the Lord’s direction to us in that verse,
complete the following principle: After baptism, we
show the Lord our worthiness through

1. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. Why is it important that you remain worthy after you
are baptized?

b. What do you think it means to manifest or show “a godly
walk and conversation”?

2. Read the section of For the Strength of Youth entitled

“Language” ([2011], 20-21), and identify ways a young
person might manifest “a godly walk and conversation.” Write in
your scripture study journal about experiences when you have
seen others do those things. How do you think their actions and
attitudes affected the people around them?

Ponder how you will manifest “a godly walk and
conversation” in the coming days.

Doctrine and Covenants 20:75-79
The Lord gives instructions on administering the sacrament

Have you ever had a friend who was not a member
of the Church attend sacrament meeting with you?
If so, how did you explain the ordinance of the
sacrament? If you haven'’t had this opportunity,
what would you say to a friend to help him or her
understand the sacrament?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 20:75, and identify what
the Lord directed all Church members to do often.

In a later revelation the Lord explained, “It mattereth
not what ye shall eat or what ye shall drink when ye
partake of the sacrament, if it so be that ye do it with
an eye single to my glory—remembering unto the
Father my body which was laid down for you, and my
blood which was shed for the remission of your sins”
(D&C 27:2). Today we use water for the sacrament, “in
remembrance of the blood of [Jesus Christ], which was
shed for [us]” (D&C 20:79), instead of wine.

Why do you think we are directed to
partake of the sacrament together often?
Elder Melvin J. Ballard of the Quorum of
the Twelve Apostles spoke about one
particular blessing that comes from
partaking of the sacrament weekly:

“We want every Latter-day Saint to come to
the sacrament table because it is the place for
self-investigation, for self-inspection, where we



may learn to rectify our course and to make right
our own lives, bringing ourselves into harmony with
the teachings of the Church and with our brethren
and sisters. . . .

“. .. The one thing that would make for the safety

of every man and woman would be to appear at the
sacrament table every Sabbath day. We would not get
very far away in one week—not so far away that, by
the process of self-investigation, we could not rectify
the wrongs we may have done. . . . The road to the
sacrament table is the path of safety for Latter-day
Saints” (in Bryant S. Hinckley, Sermons and Missionary
Services of Melvin Joseph Ballard [1949], 150-51).

Ponder why partaking of the sacrament weekly would
be a protection to you.

3. To learn why the sacrament is a path of safety for
you, write the following two headings in your scripture
study journal:

When we are faithful to the
promises we make during
the sacrament, the Lord
promises that:

When we partake of the
sacrament, we witness that:

Read Doctrine and Covenants 20:77-79, looking for what we
witness or promise as we partake of the sacrament. Write what
you find under the “When we partake of the sacrament . . ."
heading in your journal. Then read the verses again, looking for
what the Lord promises. Write what you find under the “When
we are faithful . . ." heading in your journal.

Review the requirements of baptism you identified
in Doctrine and Covenants 20:37. What similarities
do you see in the covenant made at baptism and the
promises made during the sacrament?

When you partake of the sacrament, you renew
the covenant you made when you were baptized
and confirmed.

4. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. How can you show your willingness to take upon yourself
the name of Jesus Christ?

b. What are some things you can do to remember the Savior
throughout the week? (see also Mosiah 18:8—10).

¢. How does partaking of the sacrament help you manifest
"a godly walk and conversation” (D&C 20:69)?

Read the following statement about keeping and
renewing our baptismal covenant: “You receive great
blessings when you keep the baptismal covenant.
As you renew it, the Lord renews the promised
remission of your sins. Cleansed from sin, you are
able to ‘always have his Spirit to be with [you]” (D&C
20:77). The Spirit’s constant companionship is one
of the greatest gifts you can receive in mortality. The
Spirit will guide you in the paths of righteousness and
peace, leading you to eternal life with your Father in
Heaven and Jesus Christ” (True to the Faith: A Gospel
Reference [2004], 148).

5. In your scripture study journal, answer the following

question: How can understanding the blessing of having
the companionship of the Holy Ghost encourage us to honor our
baptismal covenant?

Elder Dallin H. Oaks of the Quorum of
the Twelve Apostles taught that we may
enjoy the blessing of the ministering of
angels as we renew our baptismal
covenants by worthily partaking of

the sacrament:

“Vital steps pertaining to the remission of sins are
performed through the saving ordinance of baptism
and the renewing ordinance of the sacrament. . . .
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“. .. These ordinances of the Aaronic Priesthood
are also vital to the ministering of angels. . . .

“. .. Angelic messages can be delivered by a voice
or merely by thoughts or feelings communicated to
the mind. . . .

“. .. Most angelic communications are felt or heard
rather than seen. . . .

“In general, the blessings of the spiritual
companionship and communication are only available
to those who are clean. . . . Through the Aaronic
Priesthood ordinances of baptism and the sacrament,
we are cleansed of our sins and promised that if we
keep our covenants we will always have His Spirit

to be with us. I believe that promise not only refers
to the Holy Ghost but also to the ministering of
angels, for ‘angels speak by the power of the Holy
Ghost; wherefore, they speak the words of Christ’

(2 Nephi 32:3). So it is that those who hold the
Aaronic Priesthood open the door for all Church
members who worthily partake of the sacrament to
enjoy the companionship of the Spirit of the Lord and
the ministering of angels” (“The Aaronic Priesthood
and the Sacrament,” Ensign, Nov. 1998, 38-39).

Ponder how you will prepare yourself to partake
of the sacrament this week.

Doctrine and Covenants 20:80-84
Church membership records are to be kept accurately

Doctrine and Covenants 20:81-84 contains the
Lord’s instruction that elders in the early Church
were to record the names of people who had joined
the Church. They were told to bring these lists to
Church conferences so they could be kept in a book.
The names of those who had fallen away from the
Church were removed. In addition, Church members
moving from one location to another were to take a
certificate of their membership with them to give to
their new priesthood leader. In our day, Church leaders
continue to keep accurate membership records, and
the methods of doing so are more efficient.

6. Write the following at the bottom of today's
assignments in your scripture study journal:

| have studied Doctrine and Covenants 20:37, 68—84 and
completed this lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to
share with my teacher:
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Doctrine and
Covenants 21-23

Introduction

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was
officially organized on April 6, 1830. Nearly 60 people
attended the first worship service. The meeting
consisted of prayers, sustainings, ordinations, the
administration of the sacrament, and confirmations.
During this meeting the Prophet Joseph Smith
received the revelation now recorded in Doctrine and
Covenants 21. A few days later the Lord clarified that
baptism must be performed by those with proper
priesthood authority (see D&C 22). He also gave
personal counsel to five men who desired to know
their duty (see D&C 23).

Doctrine and Covenants 21

The Lord designates Joseph Smith as the first prophet
and seer in the restored Church of Jesus Christ

Listen to or read the words to the hymn “We Thank
Thee, O God, for a Prophet” (Hymmns, no. 19). What are
some reasons you feel thankful to God for a prophet?
As you study today’s lesson, look for truths that can
increase your gratitude for prophets.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 21:1, looking for the
different titles by which Joseph Smith would be known.
You may want to mark these in your scriptures or write
them in your scripture study journal.

Elder John A. Widtsoe of the Quorum

of the Twelve Apostles taught about the
broad meaning of the title “prophet” and
how it includes other titles:

“A prophet is a teacher. That is the
essential meaning of the word. He teaches the body
of truth, the gospel, revealed by the Lord to man; and
under inspiration explains it to the understanding of
the people. . ..

“In the sense that a prophet is a man who receives
revelations from the Lord, the titles ‘seer and revelator’
merely amplify the larger and inclusive meaning of the
title ‘prophet.” . . .



“A seer is one who sees with spiritual eyes. He
perceives the meaning of that which seems obscure

to others; therefore he is an interpreter and clarifier

of eternal truth. He foresees the future from the past
and the present. This he does by the power of the Lord
operating through him directly, or indirectly with the aid
of divine instruments such as the Urim and Thummim.
In short, he is one who sees, who walks in the Lord’s
light with open eyes. [See Mosiah 8:15-17.]

“A revelator makes known, with the Lord’s help,
something before unknown. It may be new or
forgotten truth, or a new or forgotten application
of known truth to man’s need. . . .

“In summary: A prophet is a teacher of known truth;
a seer is a perceiver of hidden truth, a revelator is a
bearer of new truth. In the widest sense, the one most
commonly used, the title, prophet, includes the other
titles and makes of the prophet, a teacher, perceiver,
and bearer of truth” (Evidences and Reconciliations, arr.
G. Homer Durham, 3 vols. in 1 [1960], 257-58).

In the Guide to the Scriptures, we learn that a prophet
is “a person who has been called by and speaks for
God. As a messenger of God, a prophet receives
commandments, prophecies, and revelations from
God. His responsibility is to make known God'’s

will and true character to mankind and to show

the meaning of his dealings with them. A prophet
denounces sin and foretells its consequences. He is

a preacher of righteousness. On occasion, prophets
may be inspired to foretell the future for the benefit
of mankind. His primary responsibility, however, is to
bear witness of Christ” (“Prophet,” scriptures.lds.org).

1. Answer the following question in your scripture study
journal: How do the titles given to Joseph Smith in Doctrine
and Covenants 21:1 help you to understand the importance of his
role and the various responsibilities he held in the restoration of
the fulness of the gospel and the Church of Jesus Christ on
the earth?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 21:2-3, looking for

words or phrases indicating that God inspired Joseph
Smith to restore the Church of Jesus Christ.You may
want to mark these words or phrases in your scriptures.

2. In your scripture study journal, explain why you think
it is important to know that Joseph Smith was called by
God to restore and lead the Church of Jesus Christ.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 21:4-5, and identify an
important message the Lord revealed on the day the
Church was organized.

3. Answer the following question in your scripture study
journal: Why may it sometimes require “patience and
faith” to heed the words of a prophet?

President Wilford Woodruff gave assurance that we
can always have faith in the Lord’s prophet: “The Lord
will never permit me or any other man who stands as
President of the Church to lead you astray. It is not in
the programme. It is not in the mind of God. If I were
to attempt that, the Lord would remove me out of my
place” (Teachings of Presidents of the Church: Wilford
Woodruff [2004], 199).

President Joseph F. Smith gave similar
testimony: “If [the President of the
Church] should become unfaithful, God
would remove him out of his place. I
testify in the name of Israel’s God that
He will not suffer the head of the Church,
him whom He has chosen to stand at the head, to
transgress His Laws and apostatize; the moment he
should take a course that would in time lead to it, God
would take him away. Why? Because to suffer a wicked
man to occupy that position, would be to allow, as it
were, the fountain to become corrupted, which is
something He will never permit” (Teachings of
Presidents of the Church: Joseph F. Smith [1998], 227).

Read Doctrine and Covenants 21:6, and number in
your scriptures the three blessings extended to those
who receive the prophet’s word in patience and faith.

How would you

summarize the promises Scripture Lists

given to those who

heed the words of the
prophet? (The following
is one way to state the
principle: If we heed the
words of the prophet,
we will be protected

N/

Often the scriptures include
lists of warnings, challenges,
and blessings. When you
find a list, you may want
to number each element.

against the adversary.)

4. In your scripture study journal, write about a time

when you or someone you know was blessed for heeding
the counsel and words of the living prophets. This could include
following counsel given in general conferences and the For the
Strength of Youth pamphlet.
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President James E. Faust of the First

Presidency spoke about the importance

of sustaining the living prophet: “I do not

believe members of this Church can be in

full harmony with the Savior without

sustaining His living prophet on the earth,
the President of the Church. If we do not sustain the
living prophet, whoever he may be, we die spiritually.
Ironically, some have died spiritually by exclusively
following prophets who have long been dead. Others
equivocate in their support of living prophets, trying to
lift themselves up by putting down the living prophets,
however subtly” (“Continuing Revelation,” Ensign,
Aug. 1996, 5).

Ponder what you must do to claim the blessings
promised in Doctrine and Covenants 21:6.

Doctrine and Covenants 22

The Lord reveals that baptism must be performed by
proper authority

Some individuals who desired to join the Church in
April 1830 had been baptized in other churches and
wondered why they needed to be baptized again (see
the section introduction to D&C 22). The Prophet
Joseph Smith inquired of the Lord about the necessity
of their being rebaptized. In His response, the Lord
spoke about an important purpose for the Restoration
of the gospel and the Church.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 22. What did the
Lord say about why baptism by the proper authority
is necessary?

In Doctrine and Covenants 22:1, the Lord spoke about
“anew and an everlasting covenant.” In the following
explanation, mark any words that may help you
understand the meaning of this phrase:

The new and everlasting covenant is “the fulness of
the gospel of Jesus Christ (D&C 66:2). It is new every
time it is revealed anew following a period of apostasy.
It is everlasting in the sense that it is God’s covenant
and has been enjoyed in every gospel dispensation
where people have been willing to receive it. The new
and everlasting covenant was revealed again to men
on earth by Jesus Christ through the Prophet Joseph
Smith. It contains sacred ordinances administered

by priesthood authority—such as baptism and

temple marriage—that provide for man’s salvation,
immortality, and eternal life” (Guide to the Scriptures,
“New and Everlasting Covenant,” scriptures.lds.org).

When we understand these truths about the new and
everlasting covenant, it is clear that baptism must
be performed by one having authority from God.
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Read Doctrine and Covenants 22:2-4, and identify
phrases indicating that the Lord does not accept
baptisms performed without the proper priesthood
authority. It may be helpful to know that in verse 2 the
Lord referred to the ordinance of baptism as entering
“in at the strait gate” (see 2 Nephi 31:17).

5. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has

the priesthood authority necessary to perform essential
ordinances such as baptism. Answer the following question in
your scripture study journal: How have you been blessed by
your membership in the restored Church of Jesus Christ?

Doctrine and Covenants 23
Five disciples are called to strengthen the Church

Mark the following names in Doctrine and
Covenants 23: Oliver, Hyrum, Samuel, Joseph, and
Joseph Knight. Read the section introduction to learn
what these men desired of the Lord.

The Lord first addressed Oliver Cowdery. Oliver was
of great help to the Prophet Joseph Smith during the
initial events of the Restoration, including the coming
forth of the Book of Mormon and the organization of
the Church. He had many gifts and righteous desires.
He was called to be the second elder of the Church
(see D&C 20:3) and was appointed, along with David
Whitmer, to assist in selecting the Twelve Apostles.
Unfortunately, Oliver allowed many of these early
privileges to lead to pride, and he left the Church for
a time. He eventually recognized his mistakes and
was rebaptized.

6. Read Doctrine and Covenants 23:1-2, and look for a
warning the Lord gave to Oliver Cowdery. Then answer
the following questions in your scripture study journal:

a. How can pride lead to temptation?

b. In your opinion, what are some ways we can avoid feelings
of pride that would lead us to temptation?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 23:3-5, looking for
similarities in the instructions the Lord gave to Hyrum
Smith, Samuel Smith, and Joseph Smith Sr.

The call to exhortation referred to the responsibility
to teach the gospel to others. Notice how Hyrum,
Samuel, and Joseph Smith Sr. each fulfilled this
responsibility as you read the following information
about them:

Hyrum Smith assisted in the publication of the Book

of Mormon by working directly with the printer. He was
baptized in June 1829, shortly after the priesthood had
been restored. He served as president of the first branch
of the Church in Colesville, New York. Known for his



humbleness and loyalty, Hyrum was faithful to the Lord
and the Church throughout his life. He died as a martyr
along with his brother Joseph in Carthage, Illinois.

Samuel Smith, a younger brother of the Prophet
Joseph, was baptized in May 1829, shortly after the
restoration of the Aaronic Priesthood. He is often
credited with being the Church’s first missionary. In
June 1830 he left on a mission and placed a copy of
the Book of Mormon that would eventually lead to the
conversion of Brigham Young and many of his family
members. Samuel was loyal to his family and the
Church throughout his life.

Joseph Smith Sr., the Prophet’s father, joined the
Church the day it was organized. The following
summer he and his son Don Carlos went on a mission
to extended family in New York. He became a high
priest and eventually the first patriarch of the Church.
At his funeral he was described as “a man faithful to
his God and to the Church in every situation and under
all circumstances through which he was called to pass”
(Robert B. Thompson, in History of the Church, 4:192).

The last person the Lord addressed in Doctrine and
Covenants 23 is Joseph Knight Sr. He was a close
friend of Joseph Smith Jr. and had shown him great
kindness. He provided the Prophet with supplies, such
as paper and food, during the translation of the Book
of Mormon. At the time Doctrine and Covenants 23
was received, Joseph Knight Sr. had not been baptized.
He had felt a desire to be baptized with others on the
day the Church was organized, but refrained because
he wanted to study the Book of Mormon further.
However, he later wrote, “I should [have] felt better
if I had gone forward” to be baptized (see Larry Porter,
“The Joseph Knight Family,” Ensign, Oct. 1978, 40;
spelling and capitalization standardized).

Study the Lord’s counsel to Joseph Knight Sr. in
Doctrine and Covenants 23:6-7, looking for what the
Lord commanded him to do. The phrase “take up your
cross” in this context means to do something that is
difficult for you.

7. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. Why might the Lord sometimes direct us to do things we
are not comfortable doing?

b. What evidence do you see in Doctrine and Covenants 23:7
that the Lord desired to bless Joseph Knight Sr.?

A short time after this revelation was received, Joseph
Knight Sr. chose to be baptized. He remained devoted
to the Church throughout his life, defending the
Prophet Joseph Smith privately and publicly. The
Prophet later described Joseph Knight Sr. as “faithful
and true, and even-handed and exemplary, and
virtuous and kind, never deviating to the right hand or
to the left” (Teachings of Presidents of the Church: Joseph
Smith [2007], 462).

From Doctrine and Covenants 23, we learn that as we
desire to serve the Lord, we can receive personal
guidance from Him. We also learn that the Lord will
bless us as we follow the guidance He gives us.
Ponder the guidance you have received from the Lord
through the Holy Ghost, the words of living prophets,
and the scriptures. Make a plan to act on the guidance
you have received.

& 8. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 21-23 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Doctrine and
Covenants 24-26

Introduction

Persecution against the Prophet Joseph Smith and
Church members had become intense by the summer
of 1830. During this trying time the Lord strengthened
and instructed Joseph Smith, Emma Smith, and other
Church leaders through the revelations contained in
Doctrine and Covenants 24-26.

Doctrine and Covenants 24

Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery receive counsel regarding
their callings

Think about one of the most difficult or frustrating
days or weeks you have ever had. How did you deal
with the difficulties you experienced?
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The Prophet Joseph Smith experienced many difficult
periods in his life. One such period was the summer of
1830. In June 1830, Joseph Smith and a few colleagues
went to Colesville, New York, to visit people who were
interested in being baptized. A stream was dammed

to prepare for baptisms the next day (Sunday), but a
hostile mob destroyed the dam during the night.

Early Monday morning, the dam was rebuilt and 13
people were baptized, including Emma Smith. By the
time the baptisms were completed, however, a mob of
nearly 50 men had gathered, insulting and threatening
to harm the Saints.

That evening the Saints met to confirm those who
had been baptized earlier that day, but before the
confirmations could be performed, Joseph was
arrested on charges of “being a disorderly person,
of setting the country in an uproar by preaching the
Book of Mormon” (Joseph Smith, in History of the
Church, 1:88).

En route to his trial, Joseph escaped a mob with the
help of the sympathetic constable. After standing
trial and being acquitted of the charges, Joseph was
immediately arrested again in a different county. That
night Joseph was ridiculed and abused by “a number
of men, who used every means to abuse, ridicule and
insult” him (Joseph Smith, in History of the Church,
1:91). The next morning Joseph stood trial, and he was
again acquitted of the charges and escaped another
mob as he traveled home.

Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery made another
attempt to unite with the recently baptized members
in Colesville, but a mob gathered shortly after they
arrived. Joseph and Oliver were forced to flee and
barely escaped as the mob pursued them throughout
the night.

Joseph said of this trying time, “Notwithstanding all
the rage of our enemies, we had much consolation,
and many things occurred to strengthen our faith and
cheer our hearts” (in History of the Church, 1:101; for
Joseph Smith’s account of these events in Colesville,
see History of the Church, 1:86-97, 101).

Read the section heading of Doctrine and Covenants 24,
looking for the purposes of the revelations contained in
Doctrine and Covenants 24-26.

1. Complete both of the following exercises in your
scripture study journal:

a. Make two columns in your scripture study journal. Label the
first column with the heading Strengthen and Encourage;
label the second column with the heading Instruct. Study
Doctrine and Covenants 24:1-12, and list phrases that could
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strengthen and encourage or instruct Joseph and Oliver in
the appropriate column.

b. Select one phrase that is meaningful to you from one of the
columns. Write two to three sentences explaining how that
specific encouragement or instruction from the Lord might
help someone going through a difficult experience.

One significant statement of encouragement and
instruction from the Lord is found in Doctrine and
Covenants 24:8. In your own words, write a principle
taught in this verse:

An affliction is a cause or condition of pain, distress,

or suffering. What do you think it means to “be patient
in afflictions” and “endure them”? Being patient and
enduring our afflictions is not always easy, but the Lord
promises that He is with us throughout our afflictions.

2. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. When have you seen someone exercise patience and remain
faithful while enduring afflictions?

b. What did the person say or what did you see that showed
the Lord was with this person?

¢. How can having faith that the Lord will be with you in times
of trial help you have the courage and the strength to do
hard things?

In Doctrine and Covenants 24:13-19 the Lord gave
additional instruction to the Prophet Joseph Smith and
Oliver Cowdery regarding how to fulfill their callings
and what would happen to those who rejected and
opposed them.

Doctrine and
Covenants 25

Emma Smith receives

Putting Your Name
into the Scriptures

~\
Brigham Young once asked:
“Do you read the Scriptures

.. .as though you stood in the
place of the men who wrote
them? . .. It is your privilege to
do so, that you may be as famil-
iar with the spirit and meaning
of the written word of God as
you are with your daily walk
and conversation” (Teachings
of Presidents of the Church:
Brigham Young [1997], 119).

counsel regarding her
family and Church duties

As previously mentioned,
Emma Smith was part
of the group that was
baptized in Colesville,
New York, in June

1830, but due to mob
persecution she was
unable to be confirmed
until early August (see
History of the Church,
1:106, 108). Sometime

between Emma’s baptism



and confirmation, the Prophet Joseph received the
revelation in Doctrine and Covenants 25. In this
revelation the Lord gave comfort and instruction for
Emma, who would experience trials and make great
sacrifices throughout her life.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 25. Then think about the
comfort and counsel given to Emma in this revelation
as you read the following details about her life:

Emma Hale Smith was raised in a prosperous home
but, after marrying, often lived in very poor conditions.
She acted as scribe while Joseph translated the gold
plates during the early days of translation. Although
she often saw the plates lying on the table, covered

by a linen cloth, she never uncovered them to look

at them.

Joseph and Emma’s first three children died shortly
after their birth. Throughout her life she would endure
the deaths of five of her biological children and an
adopted child. In addition, she and her husband would
go through relentless persecution. Throughout their
marriage Joseph and Emma were forced to leave their
homes because of the threat of mobs. Emma’s house

would be broken into; she would often have to move
out of her own home and live with others, relying
on their kindness for a temporary place to live; and
eventually her beloved Joseph would be taken from
her and murdered.

3. The Lord told Emma Smith to “make a selection of

sacred hymns . . . to be had in my church” (D&C 25:11).
Review Doctrine and Covenants 25:12, and answer the following
questions in your scripture study journal:

a. What do you think the phrase “the song of the
heart” means?

b. How can "the song of the righteous” be like a prayer?
¢. Read the following statement:

“Music can enrich your life. It can edify and inspire you
and help you draw closer to Heavenly Father. Music has
a profound effect on your mind, spirit, and behavior.

“Choose carefully the music you listen to. Pay attention to
how you feel when you are listening. Some music can carry
evil and destructive messages. Do not listen to music that
encourages immorality or glorifies violence through its lyrics,
beat, or intensity. Do not listen to music that uses vulgar or
offensive language or promotes evil practices. Such music can
dull your spiritual sensitivity” (For the Strength of Youth
[pamphlet, 2011], 22).

What can you do to surround yourself with worthy music?

4. According to Doctrine and Covenants 25:16, the

counsel and promises given to Emma Smith in this
revelation also apply to each of us. Complete the following
assignments in your scripture study journal:

a. From what you read in Doctrine and Covenants 25, write at
least four principles you learned from the counsel given to
Emma. (For example, if we keep God's commandments
continually, we will receive a crown of righteousness
[verse 15], which is symbolic of receiving celestial glory in
the kingdom of God.)

b. Choose one of the principles you listed that you feel is
applicable to you and write how you can apply this principle
in your life now.

The Lord said that Emma Smith was “an elect lady”
(D&C 25:3). The Prophet Joseph Smith later taught
that “elect meant to be elected to a certain work”
(in History of the Church, 4:552). Review Doctrine
and Covenants 25, looking for what Emma Smith
was elected (chosen, or called) to do at this time and
what she would be “ordained” (given authority) to
do (D&C 25:7).
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Nearly 12 years later, President John

Taylor, acting under the direction of the

Prophet Joseph Smith, set apart Emma to

serve as the general Relief Society

president of the Church. Recalling that

experience, President Taylor said: “At that
meeting the Prophet called Sister Emma to be an elect
lady. That means that she was called to a certain work;
and that was in fulfillment of a certain revelation
[D&C 25] concerning her. She was elected to preside
over the Relief Society, and she was ordained to
expound the Scriptures. In compliance with [Brother]
Joseph’s request I set her apart. . . . Sister Emma was
elected to expound the Scriptures, and to preside over
the Relief Society” (“Discourse by President John
Taylor,” Deseret News, Mar. 9, 1881, 83).

Joseph Smith’s mother, Lucy Mack Smith, gave the
following tribute to her daughter-in-law Emma: “I have
never seen a woman in my life, who would endure every
species of fatigue and hardship, from month to month,
and from year to year, with that unflinching courage,
zeal, and patience, which she has ever done; for I know
that which she has had to endure—she has been tossed
upon the ocean of uncertainty—she has breasted the
storms of persecution, and buffeted the rage of men
and devils, which would have borne down almost any
other woman” (History of Joseph Smith by His Mother,
ed. Preston Nibley [1958], 190-91).

5. In your scripture study journal, write a short note of

gratitude and admiration about a woman you know who
has some of the qualities attributed to Emma Smith in Doctrine
and Covenants 25 and Lucy Mack Smith’s statement. Consider
giving a copy of your note to that woman.

[ Scripture Mastery—D&C 25:13

Doctrine and Covenants 25:13 is a scripture mastery
passage. You may want to mark it in a distinctive way
so you can locate it easily later. The phrase “cleave unto
the covenants” means to follow closely or cling to the
covenants we have made with God.You may want to
write this definition in the margin near that verse.

6. In your scripture study journal, explain what Doctrine
and Covenants 25:13 means to you.
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To help you remember the Lord’s admonition to
cleave unto the covenants we have made, write the
words of Doctrine and Covenants 25:13 on a small
piece of paper or card. Carry the paper with you for a
few days, think about the words, and try to memorize
them. You may want to recite and explain the meaning
of this verse to a friend or family member once you
have it memorized.

Doctrine and Covenants 26

The Lord instructs Joseph Smith, Oliver Cowdery, and
John Whitmer

In Doctrine and Covenants 26:1 the Lord instructed
Joseph Smith, Oliver Cowdery, and John Whitmer
regarding the spiritual and physical labors they were
to perform. The Lord then taught them an important
principle about governing the Church.

Imagine that a friend of another faith is with you in a
meeting when many Church officers are sustained in
their callings (such as a ward or branch conference or a
stake conference). Think about how you would explain
the practice of sustaining the various Church officers to
your friend.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 26:2, and look for a
phrase relating to the practice of sustaining. You might
want to mark the principle all things are to be done
by common consent in the Church.

What do you think “common consent” means?

“Common consent” refers to the practice of Church
members sustaining those called to serve in the
Church, as well as sustaining other Church decisions
requiring support of the membership. This is usually
shown by raising the right hand.

There is a difference between sustaining by expressing
common consent and voting. In the Lord’s kingdom,
the Lord inspires His appointed leaders, who then
make decisions by the authority He entrusts to them.
The leaders then seek the Lord’s confirmation of their
decisions. The raising of the right hand is not a way
for members to cast a vote; it is a way to signify their
consent (or opposition) to a decision that has already
been made.



In addition to expressing their consent, or approval,
when raising their right hand, members also signify
their willingness to support the person or the action
being presented. President Gordon B. Hinckley taught:
“The procedure of sustaining is much more than a
ritualistic raising of the hand. It is a commitment to
uphold, to support, to assist those who have been
selected” (“This Work Is Concerned with People,”
Ensign, May 1995, 51).

Consider what you can do to better fulfill your
commitment to support someone who has been
called and sustained to serve you in your ward
or branch.

7. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 24-26 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Doctrine and
Covenants 27/

Introduction

Emma Smith and 12 others, including Newel Knight
and his wife, Sally, were baptized on June 28, 1830,
in Colesville, New York. However, they were not
confirmed then because a local mob disrupted the
service and the Prophet Joseph Smith was arrested
“on the charge of being a disorderly person, of
setting the country in an uproar by preaching the
Book of Mormon, etc.” (see History of the Church,
1:87-88). Joseph was cleared of all charges, but mobs
still kept him away from Colesville until August 1830,
when he was finally able to confirm most of the new
converts. Joseph Smith then returned to his home in
Harmony, Pennsylvania.

Early in August 1830, Newel Knight and his wife
traveled to Harmony to visit Joseph and Emma
Smith. Because Sally Knight and Emma had not yet
been confirmed, it was decided that they would be
confirmed and that those gathered would partake

of the sacrament together. On his way to obtain some
wine for the sacrament, the Prophet Joseph was met
by a heavenly messenger and received the revelation
in Doctrine and Covenants 27 (see History of the
Church, 1:106).

Doctrine and Covenants 27:1-4

The Lord gives instructions concerning the emblems
of the sacrament

What would you think if you saw potato peelings
being used for the sacrament?

President Ezra Taft Benson visited

war-torn Europe immediately following

World War II. At that time food was scarce,

and many people struggled just to survive.

The scarcity of food made it necessary for

Church members to adapt what they used
as part of the sacrament. President Benson recalled: “I
cannot forget the French Saints who, unable to obtain
bread, used potato peelings for the emblems of the
sacrament” (“Prepare for the Days of Tribulation,”
Ensign, Nov. 1980, 33-34).

A



1. Read Doctrine and Covenants 27:1-2, and identify

what the angel told Joseph Smith about the emblems
of the sacrament. In your scripture study journal, answer the
following questions:

a. Why do you think it was acceptable in the circumstance
of the French Saints to use something other than bread as
emblems of the sacrament?

b. According to Doctrine and Covenants 27:2, what should
be our focus as we partake of the sacrament?

Complete the following principle by filling in the

blanks: As we partake of the ;

we are to
the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

2. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. What do you think partaking of the sacrament “with an eye
single to [God's] glory” means?

b. How can you more fully remember the Savior's Atonement
as you partake of the sacrament?

In Doctrine and Covenants 27:3-4 the Lord warned
Joseph Smith not to use wine or strong drink (any
drink with intoxicating qualities) for the sacrament if it
was purchased from their enemies. Only wine that was
made by the Saints could be used (this was more than
two years before the Word of Wisdom [Dé&C 89] would
be revealed). Today, water is used in the sacrament
instead of wine.

Doctrine and Covenants 27:5-14
The Lord will partake of the sacrament again on the earth

Ponder how your experience taking the sacrament
might be different if you were doing so in the presence
of the Savior.

When the Savior introduced the ordinance of the
sacrament to His Apostles at the Last Supper, He
prophesied of a time when He would return to the
earth and partake of the sacrament again with His
disciples (see Matthew 26:26-29).

Throughout history the Lord has given priesthood
authority to righteous men to help administer the
ordinances of His gospel. He has also given priesthood
keys to priesthood leaders so they can direct, control,
and govern the use of His priesthood on earth.

3. In Doctrine and Covenants 27:5-12 we learn about

some of those who will attend this sacrament meeting
with Jesus Christ. Read these verses, and in your scripture study
journal, make a list of the individuals who will attend this meeting
and, if mentioned, what keys or responsibility they have.
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Read Doctrine and Covenants 27:13, and identify what
keys the Lord gave to the Prophet Joseph Smith.You
may want to mark the phrase “dispensation of the
gospel for the last times; and for the fulness of times.”
From this verse we learn that the dispensation of the
fulness of times brings together all gospel keys,
ordinances, and truths of past dispensations.

A dispensation is a period of time when the Lord
reveals His gospel doctrines, ordinances, and
priesthood. It is a period “in which the Lord has at
least one authorized servant on the earth who bears
the holy priesthood and the keys, and who has a divine
commission to dispense the gospel to the inhabitants
of the earth. When this occurs, the gospel is revealed
anew, so that people of that dispensation do not
have to depend basically on past dispensations of
knowledge of the plan of salvation” (Bible Dictionary,
“Dispensations”).

Our dispensation is the final dispensation. It is often
called “the dispensation of the fulness of times”
because all of the priesthood keys that the Lord
has revealed for the blessing of His children have
been restored (see Ephesians 1:10). The Prophet
Joseph Smith is the head, or leader, of this gospel
dispensation, just like Adam, Enoch, Noah, and
Moses were heads of other gospel dispensations.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 27:14, and identify
who else will be present at the sacrament meeting
with the Savior.

Who do you think the Savior meant by “all those
whom my Father hath given me out of the world”?

Elder Bruce R. McConkie stated: “Every

faithful person in the whole history of the

world, every person who has so lived as to

merit eternal life in the kingdom of the

Father will be in attendance and will

partake, with the Lord, of the sacrament”
(The Promised Messiah: The First Coming of Christ
[1978], 595).

4. Write your name under the list of those whose names

you have already written in your scripture study journal.
Then answer the following question: How do you feel, knowing
that you could be in attendance at this sacrament meeting with
the Lord?



Doctrine and Covenants 27:15-18

The Lord commands His people to put on the whole armor
of God

Doctrine and Covenants 27:15-18 contains counsel
that will help us be worthy to qualify for the Lord’s
blessings, including the blessing of attending the
sacrament meeting mentioned in verses 4-14.

What would you want to wear if you knew you were
going into battle?

5. Read Doctrine and Covenants 27:15, and answer
the following questions in your scripture study journal:

a. What did the Lord counsel us to do to prepare for our
spiritual battles?

b. The Lord promised that if we take upon ourselves the
whole armor of God, we will be able to withstand the
evil day. What do you think “the evil day” refers to? What
do you think it means “to stand” at that time?

Study Doctrine and Covenants 27:15-18, and label
each piece of armor in the accompanying diagram
with words or phrases from those verses.

6. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. Why do you think the Lord invites us to put on the whole
armor of God?

b. How can the attributes associated with each piece of armor
protect us against temptation and evil?

¢. In what ways have you felt protection in your life as you
have sought to put on the armor of God?

Ponder what you could do to more fully put on the
whole armor of God by considering what areas in
your life you need to improve.

7. Write the following at the bottom of today's
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 27 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Doctrine and
Covenants 28

Introduction

Between April and September of 1830, some Church
members misunderstood the principles that govern
revelation in the Church. These misunderstandings
produced challenges for the Prophet Joseph Smith. In
the revelation contained in Doctrine and Covenants 28,
the Lord revealed truths that provided solutions to
these challenges.

Doctrine and Covenants 28:1-7
The Lord explains that revelation to govern His Church is
given through His appointed prophet

There are many examples in the world of things that
are merely imitations of things that are authentic, real,
and better. When might it be harmful to mistake an
imitation for something that is real?
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Spiritual imitations are a significant
danger. Elder Dallin H. Oaks of the
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles warned:
“The devil is the father of lies, and he is
ever anxious to frustrate the work of God
by his clever imitations” (“Two Lines of
Communication,” Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2010, 84).

Read the section introduction to Doctrine and
Covenants 28 in your scriptures. As you read, look
for an imitation Satan used to deceive some early
members of the Church. You may want to mark
what you find.

Because of the seeming similarities between Hiram
Page’s claims of receiving revelation through a stone
and the way they thought God revealed truth to the
Prophet Joseph Smith, Church members, including
Oliver Cowdery, may have been more likely to believe
in the false revelations Satan conveyed to Hiram Page.
As you study the Lord’s words to Oliver in Doctrine
and Covenants 28, look for important truths that

can help prevent you from being misled by Satan’s
imitations or counterfeits.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 28:1-5. One important

truth we learn is that the President of the Church is

the only person who can receive revelation for the
whole Church. You may want to write this principle in
the margin of your scriptures near these verses.

1. In your scripture study journal, answer the
following questions:

a. How can knowing this principle help Church members
avoid being deceived?

b. What were the differences between Oliver Cowdery's
responsibilities as second elder in the Church and Joseph
Smith'’s responsibilities as President of the Church?

Not long before the Lord gave the revelation in
Doctrine and Covenants 28, something happened

that illustrates how Oliver Cowdery did not yet fully
understand the differences between his responsibilities
in the Church and the role of Joseph Smith as the
prophet and President of the Church.
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While living in Harmony, Pennsylvania, Joseph Smith
received a letter from Oliver Cowdery, who was in
Fayette, New York. The Prophet recorded:

“He wrote to inform me that he had

discovered an error in one of the

commandments [in the revelation that is

now found in section 20 of the Doctrine

and Covenants], and added: ‘I command

you in the name of God to erase those
words, that no priestcraft be amongst us!”

“] immediately wrote to him in reply, in which I asked
him by what authority he took upon him to command
me to alter or erase, to add to or diminish from, a
revelation or commandment from Almighty God.

“A few days afterwards I visited him and Mr. Whitmer’s
family, when I found the family in general opinion
concerning the words . . ., and it was not without
both labor and perseverance that I could prevail

with any of them to reason calmly on the subject.
However, . . . finally, . . . I succeeded in bringing not
only the Whitmer family, but also Oliver Cowdery to
acknowledge that they had been in error” (in History
of the Church, 1:105).

Read Doctrine and Covenants 28:6—7, and identify
the Lord’s direction to Oliver Cowdery. Verse 6 helps
us understand that in the Church of Jesus Christ,
individual members do not receive revelation to
direct someone who presides over them.

The Prophet Joseph Smith taught: “It is contrary

to the economy of God for any member of the
Church, or any one, to receive instructions for those
in authority, higher than themselves; therefore you
will see the impropriety of giving heed to them; but

if any person have a vision or a visitation from a
heavenly messenger, it must be for his own benefit
and instruction; for the fundamental principles,
government, and doctrine of the Church are vested in
the keys of the kingdom” (Teachings of Presidents of the
Church: Joseph Smith [2007], 197-98).

2. Answer the following question in your scripture study

journal: How can understanding and following the principles
governing receiving revelation in the Church help us support and
sustain our Church leaders?



Doctrine and Covenants 28:8-10

The Lord calls Oliver Cowdery to preach the gospel to

the Lamanites
Look at the roles and callings listed below, and circle

those that you think individuals have the right to

receive revelation to help them in their responsibilities.

Parent General Home or Bishop or
Authority visiting branch
teacher president
Sunday Missionary Mia Maid Relief
School or teachers Society
teacher quorum president
president

We can learn who has the right to receive revelation
to help them in their responsibilities from what the
Lord told Oliver Cowdery in Doctrine and Covenants
28:8-10. Read these verses, and identify what the Lord
called Oliver to do.

In the Book of Mormon, the term Lamanites refers

to a specific group of people, some of whom were
descendants of Laman, the eldest son of Lehi. The
term Lamanites in Doctrine and Covenants 28:8 refers
to the Native Americans living on the western border
of the United States, some of whom may have been
descendants of that Book of Mormon people.

Mark the promise and counsel the Lord gave Oliver in
Doctrine and Covenants 28:8 that would help us know
who has the right to receive revelation to help them in
their responsibilities.

The Lord told Oliver Cowdery that he could receive
revelation to help him in his missionary labors.
Doctrine and Covenants 28:8 helps us understand
that we may receive revelation for our own benefit
and to help us in the callings and assignments we
are given.

You could have circled each of the roles and callings
listed at the beginning of this section because each

of those individuals has the right to receive revelation
for their respective responsibilities. For whom do

you think it would be helpful for these individuals to
receive revelation? How could receiving revelation for
those they have responsibilities for help them?

Think about how revelation may help you in your
personal life or in a Church calling or assignment
you have.

President Boyd K. Packer of the Quorum of
the Twelve Apostles warned that personal
revelation does not qualify a person to
receive revelation to direct someone who
presides over him or her and gave counsel
about personal revelation:

“Revelation comes in an orderly way in the Church.
We are entitled to personal revelation. However, unless
we are set apart to some presiding office, we will not
receive revelations concerning what others should do.

“Revelation in the Church comes to those who have
been properly called, sustained, ordained, or set apart. . ..

“An unusual spiritual experience should not be
regarded as a personal call to direct others. It is my
conviction that experiences of a special, sacred nature
are individual and should be kept to oneself.

“Few things disturb the channels of revelation quite
so effectively as those who are misled and think
themselves to be chosen to instruct others when they
are not chosen” (“Revelation in a Changing World,”
Ensign, Nov. 1989, 14-15).

Doctrine and Covenants 28:11-16

The Lord directs Oliver Cowdery to correct Hiram Page
and help settle the Church

Review the section heading to Doctrine and
Covenants 28. Then read the Lord’s instructions to
Oliver Cowdery in Doctrine and Covenants 28:11-14.
What was Oliver commanded to do to help resolve the
problem with Hiram Page?

From Doctrine and Covenants 28:11-14 we learn

that Church leaders have the responsibility to
correct those who are leading others astray. Notice
the phrase “thou shalt take thy brother, Hiram Page,
between him and thee alone” (D&C 28:11). This teaches
that correction should be done privately and carefully.

Doctrine and Covenants 28:13 also teaches that in
the Church of Jesus Christ, all things must be
done in order.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 28:15-16 to learn

the Lord’s concluding counsel to Oliver Cowdery.
Soon after the Prophet Joseph Smith received the
revelation in Doctrine and Covenants 28, a conference
was convened. Joseph Smith wrote, “The subject of
the stone previously mentioned was discussed, and
after considerable investigation, Brother [Hiram]
Page, as well as the whole Church who were present,
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renounced the said stone, and all things connected
therewith, much to our mutual satisfaction and
happiness” (in History of the Church, 1:115).

3. To help you apply the principles and doctrines taught

in Doctrine and Covenants 28, read each of the following
scenarios, and then, in your scripture study journal, write one of
the bolded truths from today’s lesson that you feel best applies.
The first one is answered for you as an example.

a. You are preparing to speak in sacrament meeting and have
found many scriptures, quotations, and stories you could
include in your talk. You aren’t sure which ones to use or
what you should say.

Principle: We may receive revelation for our own
benefit and to help us in the callings and
assignments we are given.

b. You receive an email message that claims to have
information about the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.
However, the information is not in harmony with the
teachings of the living prophet.

¢. A friend is upset with her bishop, who has just called a new
president of the Young Women in her ward. Your friend feels
a different sister should have been called.

d. Your older sister has been dating a member of the Church.
He told her that, as a priesthood holder, he received
revelation that she should marry him. However, she has
prayed about this decision and has not received a clear
answer but has felt unsettled and pressured.

4. Write the following at the bottom of today's
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 28 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to
share with my teacher:

Doctrine and
Covenants 29:1-30

Introduction

Shortly before a Church conference on September 26,
1830, the Lord gave the revelation found in Doctrine
and Covenants 29 “in the presence of six elders”
(D&C 29, section heading). The instructions in this
revelation apply to all those who are called to declare
the gospel.
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Doctrine and Covenants 29:1-5

The Lord testifies of His Atonement and His desire to gather
His peaple

Have you ever wondered whether God would

love, protect, and forgive you? Read Doctrine and
Covenants 29:1-5, looking for how the Savior loves,
protects, and forgives.

According to Doctrine and Covenants 29:2, what did
the Savior compare Himself to?

When a hen senses danger, she will call to her chicks.
They will come to her, and she will gather them under
her outstretched wings to protect them. She will
sacrifice herself to save her chicks.

Consider what the chicks must do in order to be safely
gathered under the protection of the mother hen.
What could happen to the chicks if they did not do
what they needed to do? How is Jesus Christ like a hen
gathering and protecting her chicks?

Review Doctrine and Covenants 29:2, and think about
what we need to do to be gathered to Jesus Christ for
safety. Mark words or phrases in verses 1-2 that teach
this truth: Jesus Christ will gather us in His arms of
mercy if we hearken to His voice, are humble, and
call on His name in prayer. (Remember that the
word hearken means to listen attentively and obey.)

1. In your scripture study journal, answer the
following questions:

a. What are you doing to hearken to the Lord's voice now
in your life? What more could you be doing?

b. When have you felt closer to the Savior by hearkening
to His voice or through prayer?



Doctrine and Covenants 29:5 begins with the phrase
“lift up your hearts and be glad.” (You may want to
mark this phrase in your scriptures.) Why did the Lord
say they should be glad? What we can learn from
Doctrine and Covenants 29:1-5 about why we can
lift up our hearts and be glad?

One principle we can learn is that because Jesus
Christ atoned for our sins and is our Advocate with
the Father, we can lift up our hearts and be glad.
You might want to write this truth in the margin of
your scriptures next to verse 5.

2. In your scripture study journal, write about how the
Atonement of Jesus Christ has brought happiness and joy
to your life or the life of someone you know.

Doctrine and Covenants 29:6-13

Jesus Christ will gather His elect in preparation for His
Second Coming

After we have received a testimony of the Atonement
of Jesus Christ, we have a responsibility to share the
news of it with others. Read Doctrine and Covenants
29:7-8, looking for whom the Lord wanted these elders
to gather through their preaching of the gospel. What
did the Lord say about His elect in verse 7?

3. Answer the following question in your scripture

study journal: From what you have learned about the
Lord's elect, what are you doing in your life to be one of the
elect of God?

In Doctrine and Covenants 29:10-13 the Savior taught
that He will “reveal [Himself] from heaven with power
and great glory” (verse 11), or in other words, He will
come from heaven to earth again, and He will reign

in righteousness for 1,000 years. When He comes
again, with His Apostles standing at His “right hand”
(verse 12), He will judge the people of the earth, and
the righteous who have died will be resurrected.

Doctrine and Covenants 29:14-21

The Lord describes the signs that will precede the
Second Coming

Although no person on earth knows the exact time of
the Second Coming, the Lord has told us of signs that
will occur before the Second Coming so the righteous
can be prepared. Read Doctrine and Covenants 29:14—
21, and mark some of the events that will happen
before the Second Coming.

4. In your scripture study journal, describe how knowing
the signs of the Second Coming can help us stay faithful.

Remembering the analogy of the hen calling her
chicks will help you understand the Savior’s message
in these verses. Reread Doctrine and Covenants 29:17,
and identify what will happen to those who do not
respond when the Savior calls.

In Doctrine and Covenants 29:17 we learn the
principle that if we do not repent, the Savior’s
atoning blood will not cleanse us.

Ponder if there is anything in your life that you need
to repent of and what you must do to be cleansed.

Doctrine and Covenants 29:22-30
The Millennium and the Final Judgment

After teaching about the Second Coming, the Lord
taught the Saints about what would happen after the
Millennium. The Millennium is the 1,000-year period
of peace that will begin when Christ returns to reign
personally on the earth. Read Doctrine and Covenants
29:22-30, and identify what will happen after the
Millennium. (It may help you to know that Michael,
the archangel mentioned in verse 26, is Adam [see
D&C 107:54].)

Consider how knowing these truths could have helped
early missionaries better fulfill their callings to preach
the gospel and gather the elect.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 29:27 again, looking
for the blessing given to those who are gathered to
the Savior. You might want to mark words or phrases
that teach this principle: Those who have lived
righteously and come unto Jesus Christ will
receive eternal life.
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5. Consider where you stand in your efforts to come unto
Jesus Christ. What can you do today to draw nearer to
Him? Write your plan in your scripture study journal.

6. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 29:1-30 and completed
this lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

UNIT 8: DAY 1

Doctrine and
Covenants 29:31-50

Introduction

Shortly before a Church conference on September 26,
1830, the Lord gave the revelation found in Doctrine
and Covenants 29 “in the presence of six elders”
(D&C 29, section heading). When you studied
Doctrine and Covenants 29:1-30 during an earlier
lesson, you learned about the gathering of the Lord’s
elect and the building up of Zion. This lesson focuses
on the nature of the Fall of Adam as revealed in
Doctrine and Covenants 29:31-50.

Doctrine and Covenants 29:31-35
The Savior explains that all things are spiritual to Him

Ponder how you would respond in the following
situations:

Situation 1: Imagine one of your friends is
participating in inappropriate behavior that you
know is harmful to him. On one occasion you try
to encourage your friend to stop this behavior, but
he tells you his choices aren’t a big deal because
nothing bad has happened to him. What principles
of the gospel could help your friend understand the
importance of his choices?

Situation 2: Imagine one of your friends comes to you
and says she is feeling a little discouraged. She tells
you she doesn’t know if keeping the commandments is
worth the effort. She explains that even though she has
tried to do what God has commanded, she doesn’t see

78

her circumstances as being any better than those of her
peers who choose to sin. What principles of the gospel
could help your friend continue to be obedient?

As you study the last part of Doctrine and
Covenants 29, look for doctrines and principles that
could be used to help individuals in these situations.

In 1830 the Church of Jesus Christ was restored and
organized once again on the earth, and the fulness

of the gospel was being revealed to the members of
the Church through the Prophet Joseph Smith. In the
revelation recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 29, the
Lord helped the early Saints understand more about
the Fall of Adam and revealed some of the purposes
of His commandments.

Doctrine and Covenants 29:31-33 teaches that God
created all things spiritually. One meaning of this is
that they could exist in His presence and were not
subject to death. He prepared a way for His creations
to become temporal, meaning they would be separated
from His presence and subject to death. God also
made a way for His creations to overcome death and
return to His presence. This is all part of His plan to
give His children the opportunity to become like Him.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 29:34-35, looking for
how the Lord views the commandments He gives to
us. Mark this truth in your scriptures: All of God’s
commandments are spiritual. Each commandment
God gives has a spiritual purpose and is intended to
help us return to His presence.

1. As an example of the doctrine that all of God's

commandments are spiritual, consider the Word of
Wisdom. In your scripture study journal, answer the
following questions:

a. How might obedience to the Word of Wisdom affect
us physically?

b. How might obedience to the Word of Wisdom affect
us spiritually?

There may be physical consequences resulting

from not obeying the Word of Wisdom, but the
greatest consequences are spiritual in nature,
especially to members of the Church who have
covenanted to obey that commandment. Because all
commandments from God are spiritual, including the
Word of Wisdom, obedience brings spiritual blessings
into our lives. On the other hand, disobedience to
God’s commandments keeps us from receiving or
causes us to lose spiritual blessings.



2. Draw the following chart in your scripture study

journal. Then read Doctrine and Covenants 29:36—-41,
and fill in the choices and consequences of the people or groups
of people:

Choices Consequences

The devil :> :>

"A third part :> :>

of the hosts
of heaven”

Adam :> :>

Consider writing the following principle in your
scriptures: God has given us the gift of agency to
make choices and receive the consequences of
those choices.

Before Adam ate the forbidden fruit, he lived on the
earth in the Garden of Eden and could dwell in God’s
presence. After he ate the fruit, he remained on the
earth but could no longer remain in God’s presence.
Because Adam yielded to temptation and ate the

. forbidden fruit, all of us are in a temporal condition
Doctrine and Covenants 29:36-41 (subject to death) and separated from the presence
Adam'’s Fall brought about spiritual death of God. According to Doctrine and Covenants 29:41,
what is this separation called?

Ponder how knowing that God’s commandments are
all spiritual could help the individuals in the situations
you read about at the beginning of this lesson.

While God gives us commandments to bless us
spiritually, notice in Doctrine and Covenants 29:35 that
He allows us to be agents unto ourselves. This means
God gives all of His children agency and allows them
to choose if they will obey His commandments.

3. In your scripture study journal, draw the
following diagram:

God'’s Presence (Spiritual) God'’s Presence

.

Fallen Earth ( Temporal)r




On the diagram, under the phrase “Fallen Earth (Temporal),” write:
Spiritual death is being cast out from God'’s presence. Then
answer the following question: Why do you think it is necessary for
us to be separated from God's presence for a time?

Read the following statement about the Fall and why
we must be separated from God for a time: “The Fall is
an integral part of Heavenly Father’s plan of salvation
(see 2 Nephi 2:15-16; 9:6). It has a twofold direction—
downward yet forward. In addition to introducing
physical and spiritual death, it gave us the opportunity
to be born on the earth and to learn and progress”
(True to the Faith: A Gospel Reference [2004], 57; see also
2 Nephi 2:25).

Elder Bruce R. McConkie of the Quorum
of the Twelve Apostles taught the
following about the Fall:

“The most important events that ever
have or will occur in all eternity . . . are
the Creation, the Fall, and the Atonement.

“Before we can even begin to understand the temporal
creation of all things, we must know how and in what
manner these three eternal verities—the Creation,

the Fall, and the Atonement—are inseparably woven
together to form one plan of salvation. No one of them
stands alone; each of them ties into the other two; and
without a knowledge of all of them, it is not possible to
know the truth about any one of them. . ..

“. .. Be it remembered, the Atonement came because
of the Fall. Christ paid the ransom for Adam’s
transgression. If there had been no Fall, there would
be no Atonement with its consequent immortality
and eternal life. Thus, just as surely as salvation comes
because of the Atonement, so also salvation comes
because of the Fall.

“Mortality and procreation and death all had their
beginnings with the Fall” (“Christ and the Creation,”
Ensign, June 1982, 9).

Doctrine and Covenants 29:42-50

The Atonement of Jesus Christ redeems us from
spiritual death

Ponder the following question: Who will return
to God’s presence?

To understand the Lord’s teachings in Doctrine and
Covenants 29, it is important to know that all people
will return to God'’s presence after they are resurrected.
This is because the Atonement of Jesus Christ redeems
all mankind from the physical and spiritual effects of
the Fall (see Helaman 14:15-18).

80

4. In your scripture study journal, on the right side of

the diagram, under the phrase “God’s Presence,” write:
Through the Atonement, all mankind will be redeemed from
physical and spiritual death caused by the Fall of Adam. Then
answer the following question: If all of us will eventually be
brought back into God's presence, why do you think it matters
whether or not we make good choices here on earth?

Through His Atonement, Jesus Christ offers
forgiveness and eternal life to all those who exercise
faith in Him and repent of their sins. Read Doctrine
and Covenants 29:42-43, and look for what we must
do to be worthy to remain in God’s presence. Ponder
what things you might need to repent of so you can
qualify to remain in God’s presence someday.

Although all mankind will be resurrected and will
be redeemed from spiritual death and brought back
into God'’s presence to be judged, not everyone will
remain there.

QS\ 5. In your scripture study journal, on the right side of the
diagram, draw a dotted line with an arrow pointing away
from the presence of God. Then read Doctrine and Covenants
29:44-45, and answer the following questions:

a. What choices cause people to be unworthy to remain in
God's presence?

b. What are the consequences of their choices?
6. In your scripture study journal, next to the dotted line

on the diagram, write: Those who do not exercise faith or
repent cannot remain eternally in God's presence.



The following shows how your diagram should look in your
scripture study journal:

God'’s Presence (Spiritual)

.

Fallen Earth ( Tempora/)r

Spiritual death is
separation from God.

God'’s Presence

Through the Atonement, \
all mankind will be \
redeemed from physical N
and spiritual death caused oY
by the Fall of Adam. . Those who do not exercise
1 faith or repent cannot remain
eternally in God's presence.

7. Review the two situations described at the beginning
of this lesson. Then answer the following questions in
your scripture study journal:
a. What did you learn today that could help the friend in
situation 17

b. What did you learn today that could help the friend in
situation 27

Read Doctrine and Covenants 29:49, and think
about the Lord’s expectations for you. Make a goal
to continue to apply the Atonement of Jesus Christ
in your life by repenting of your sins and preparing
yourself to live in God’s presence once again.

8. Write the following at the bottom of today's
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 29:31-50 and completed
this lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Doctrine and
Covenants 30-32

Introduction

In the revelation recorded in Doctrine and
Covenants 30, the Lord gave instructions to David
Whitmer, Peter Whitmer Jr., and John Whitmer.
Thomas B. Marsh received a call to preach, as
recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 31. In the
revelation recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 32,

the Lord called Parley P. Pratt and Ziba Peterson to
take part in a mission to the Lamanites. As you study
these sections, notice the counsel and promises the
Lord gave to these missionaries.

Doctrine and Covenants 30

The Lord calls David Whitmer, Peter Whitmer Jr, and John
Whitmer to preach the gospel

Imagine what it would be like to receive a call to serve
the Lord as a full-time missionary. Write some of the
feelings you think you might experience in receiving
such a call:

The Lord called three of the Whitmer brothers, David,
Peter Jr., and John, to preach the gospel and gave
specific counsel to each one.

Read the verses from Doctrine and Covenants 30 in
the first column of the following chart, and then find a
principle in the second column that is taught in those
verses. Write the letter of the statement on the line
next to the name and scripture reference. The correct
answers are listed at the end of this lesson.

a. We should serve the
Lord with all our soul
because He will be
with us.

b. Rather than fear men,
we should rely on the
Lord for strength.

__ 1. David (verses 1-4)
__ 2. Peter (verses 5-8)
__ 3. John (verses 9-11)

c. We are to sustain and
support those whom
the Lord has called to
direct His work.
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1. Choose one of the bolded principles in the preceding

chart. In your scripture study journal, write about a
situation you might face in which this principle would be
especially helpful.

Doctrine and Covenants 31:1-8

The Lord calls Thomas B. Marsh to preach the gospel
and help establish the Church

Think about your family and the feelings you have
for them. Is there anyone in your family who is not
a member of the Church or not keeping his or her
covenants with the Lord? If so, what are your hopes
for this person? In Doctrine and Covenants 31

we read a revelation directed to a recent convert,
Thomas B. Marsh. Part of it was about his family.
Thomas was married and had three young children
at the time this revelation was given. Read Doctrine
and Covenants 31:1-2, looking for the promises the
Lord gave to Thomas concerning his family.

We learn from these verses that through our
faithfulness, our family members may be blessed
to believe and know the truth. Consider how this
principle may be helpful for you if you have family
members who are not members of the Church or
are not keeping their covenants.

2. In your scripture study journal, answer the
following questions:

a. What are some ways individuals may be blessed through
the faithfulness of their family members?

b. What examples of this have you seen?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 31:3—4, and identify
what the Lord called Thomas B. Marsh to do.

It may not have been easy for Thomas to leave his
family to preach the gospel, just as it may not be easy
for missionaries today. Read the following statement,
and mark the promises President Gordon B. Hinckley
made to those who serve the Lord as missionaries:
“You will bless the lives of those you teach, and their
posterity after them.You will bless your own life. You
will bless the lives of your family, who will sustain
you and pray for you” (“Of Missions, Temples, and
Stewardship,” Ensign, Nov. 1995, 52).

Read Doctrine and Covenants 31:5-8, and identify the
blessings that would come to those whom Thomas B.
Marsh would teach as a missionary. Also look for
blessings that would come to Thomas and his family.
You may want to mark what you find.
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Doctrine and Covenants 31:9-13
Jesus Christ gives personal counsel to Thomas B. Marsh

In Doctrine and Covenants 31:9-13, the Lord gave
counsel to help Thomas B. Marsh on his mission
and in his personal life.

3. In your scripture study journal, identify one item of

counsel the Lord gave to Thomas B. Marsh that you feel
is important for you to follow in your life, and then answer the
following question: Why do you think this counsel is important
for you, and how can you benefit from following it?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 31:13 again, and identify
the promise given to Thomas B. Marsh if he would be
faithful in obeying the counsel the Lord had given him.

Using the words if and then, write the promise in the
form of a principle statement.

If J
then

4. Make two columns in your scripture study journal.

Label one column Righteous Habits and the other column
Righteous Choices. List practices you have adopted or need to
adopt and choices you have made or need to make now and in the
future that will help you “be faithful unto the end” (D&C 31:13).

Doctrine and Covenants 32

The Lord calls Parley P. Pratt and Ziba Peterson to join
the mission to the Lamanites

The revelations you have studied in Doctrine and
Covenants 30-31 and those you will study in
Doctrine and Covenants 32-34 are about mission
calls, missionary work, and preparations to teach
the restored gospel of Jesus Christ. In October 2012,
President Thomas S. Monson announced a change
in age of missionary service based on the obedience,
faithfulness, and maturity of the rising generation:

“] am pleased to announce that effective

immediately all worthy and able young

men who have graduated from high

school or its equivalent, regardless of

where they live, will have the option

of being recommended for missionary
service beginning at the age of 18, instead of age 19.1
am not suggesting that all young men will—or should—
serve at this earlier age. Rather, based on individual
circumstances as well as upon a determination by
priesthood leaders, this option is now available.



“As we have prayerfully pondered the age at which
young men may begin their missionary service, we have
also given consideration to the age at which a young
woman might serve. Today I am pleased to announce
that able, worthy young women who have the desire
to serve may be recommended for missionary service
beginning at age 19, instead of age 21.

“We affirm that missionary work is a priesthood
duty—and we encourage all young men who are
worthy and who are physically able and mentally
capable to respond to the call to serve. Many young
women also serve, but they are not under the same
mandate to serve as are the young men. We assure the
young sisters of the Church, however, that they make a
valuable contribution as missionaries, and we welcome
their service” (“Welcome to Conference,” Ensign or
Liahona, Nov. 2012, 4-5).

As you continue to study these revelations about
missionary work, think about similarities and differences
in the preparation and work of the early missionaries
and of missionaries throughout the world now.

IOWA

INDIANA

e Independence
INDIAN
TERRITORY
(Borders
of the
Lamanites)

MISSOURI

Locate Fayette, New York, and Independence, Missouri,
on the accompanying map (see also Church history
map 6, “The Westward Movement of the Church,”

in your scriptures or LDS.org). How far apart do you
think these locations are from each other?

The Lord called Oliver Cowdery and Peter Whitmer Jr.
to travel from New York to Missouri to preach the
gospel to the Lamanites on the western border of
Missouri (see D&C 28:8; 30:5). This mission to the
Lamanites generated great excitement among the
elders of the Church, and some desired to know if
additional elders might be sent to accompany Oliver
and Peter on this mission. The revelation in Doctrine
and Covenants 32 is the Lord’s answer.

Parley P. Pratt was baptized in September 1830, only
one month before this revelation was given. He had
learned about the Book of Mormon while traveling in
New York during the summer of 1830. He later wrote
of his response after he obtained a copy of the book:

Route taken by Oliver Cowdery
and Peter Whitmer Jr. on their
1830 mission to the Lamanites /

NEW YORK
e Fayette

e Kirtland

Miles
0 50 100 150 200 250

Kilometers
0 100 200 300 400
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“] opened it with eagerness, and read

its title page. I then read the testimony

of several witnesses in relation to the

manner of its being found and translated.

After this I commenced its contents by

course. | read all day; eating was a burden,
I had no desire for food; sleep was a burden when the
night came, for I preferred reading to sleep.

“As I read, the spirit of the Lord was upon me, and I
knew and comprehended that the book was true, as
plainly and manifestly as a man comprehends and
knows that he exists” (Autobiography of Parley Parker
Pratt, ed. Parley P. Pratt [1938], 37).

Parley traveled to Palmyra, New York, where he learned
more about the Restoration of the gospel from Hyrum
Smith. Soon, Hyrum and Parley journeyed to Fayette,
where Parley joined the Church and was ordained an
elder by Oliver Cowdery.

Little is known about the conversion of Ziba Peterson
other than he was baptized by Oliver Cowdery in April
1830 and ordained an elder in June.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 32:1-5 to learn what the
Lord called Parley and Ziba to do, as well as what the
Lord promised them.

5. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. How is the promise in Doctrine and Covenants 32:3 similar to
the promises the Lord gave to John Whitmer in Doctrine and
Covenants 30:11 and to Thomas B. Marsh in Doctrine and
Covenants 31:13?

b. What do these promises teach you about the Lord’s feelings
for those who serve Him as missionaries?

During the winter of 1830-31, Oliver Cowdery, Peter
Whitmer Jr., Parley P. Pratt, and Ziba Peterson traveled
from Fayette, New York, to Independence, Missouri, a
distance of nearly 1,500 miles (about 2,400 kilometers),
much of the way on foot. They endured deep snow,
intense cold, strong winds, and exhaustion, living
primarily on frozen corn bread and raw pork.

In spite of these hardships, the missionaries succeeded
in introducing the gospel to Native American tribes in
NewYork, Ohio, and Missouri. They also preached the
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gospel in Kirtland, Ohio, to a congregation of people
who were looking for a restoration of New Testament
Christianity. Many of those people joined the Church.
One of those converts from Ohio, Frederick G. Williams,
accompanied the missionaries on the remainder of their
journey to Missouri. The Lord fulfilled His promise that
He would be with these missionaries and that nothing
would prevail against them.

6. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

| have studied Doctrine and Covenants 30—-32 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Answers to the matching activity for Doctrine and Covenants 30: (1) b, (2) ¢, (3) a.

Doctrine and
Covenants 33—34

Introduction

In the revelation recorded in Doctrine and

Covenants 33 the Lord called Ezra Thayre and
Northrop Sweet to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ.
The Lord also gave these men instructions for teaching
the gospel. As recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 34,
the Lord commended Orson Pratt for his faith and also
commanded him to preach the gospel.

Doctrine and Covenants 33:1-6

The Lord calls Ezra Thayre and Northrop Sweet to proclaim
His gospel

God communicates with His children in many

different ways. What is an example of how He has
communicated with you or with someone you know?

One way the Lord may communicate with us is
through dreams and visions. Read the following
account of a vision experienced by Ezra Thayre.
Consider how his vision relates to a roll of paper,
an ear, and a trumpet. Also, think about what the
meaning of this vision might be.



“A man came and brought me a roll of paper and
presented it to me, and also a trumpet and told me

to blow it. I told him that I never blowed any in my life.
He said you can blow it, try it. I put it in my mouth and
blowed on it, and it made the most beautiful sound
that I ever heard” (“Testimony of Brother E. Thayre,”
The True Latter Day Saints’ Herald, Oct. 1862, 82).

Ezra Thayre lived in Palmyra, New York, and had come
to know members of the Smith family through work
they had done for him at various times. In October 1830,
Ezra Thayre and another resident of Palmyra, Northrop
Sweet, were baptized into the Church. Shortly after Ezra
and Northrop were baptized, the Prophet Joseph Smith
received a revelation addressed to these two men, which
is now Doctrine and Covenants 33. Many years later
Ezra explained, “The roll of paper was the revelation

on me and Northrop Sweet” (“Testimony of Brother E.
Thayre,” 82).

Read Doctrine and

~\

Understanding Symbols
in the Scriptures

The Lord and His prophets

Covenants 33:1-2, and
look for words and
phrases that relate to a
roll of paper, an ear, and

often use symbols to help teach a trumpet.

gospel truths. The scriptures are
full of symbols and images that
carry great meaning. As you
study the scriptures, look for
symbols. When you find them,
pause to think about what they
may represent.

Consider what it means
to “open . . . your ears
and hearken to the voice
of the Lord your God”
(D&C 32:1). Ponder how
you can show the Lord
your ears are open to
hearing His voice.

1. In your scripture study journal, answer the
following questions:

a. What do you think it means to declare the gospel
“as with the sound of a trump” (D&C 32:2)?

b. In Ezra Thayre's vision, when he played the trumpet, it
produced the most beautiful sound he had ever heard. From
what you learned in Doctrine and Covenants 33:2, why do
you think the sound was so beautiful?

In Doctrine and Covenants 33:3, the Lord used
additional symbols to teach Ezra and Northrop about
their calling as missionaries. Read this verse, and think
about the symbols it contains. In the following activity,
draw a line to match each symbol with its meaning.

Symbol Meaning

Members of the Church of
Jesus Christ who serve to
build up God’s kingdom
on earth

The field or vineyard

The laborers The world

The eleventh hour The final dispensation of the
gospel and the last time the
Lord will set up His kingdom
on earth before His Second
Coming (see Bible Dictionary,

"Dispensations”)

Read Doctrine and Covenants 33:4, looking for how the
Lord described the condition of the world in 1830. What
challenges do you see in the Lord’s vineyard today?

Ponder what the Lord has done or is doing to help
you live in this corrupt world. Read Doctrine and
Covenants 33:5-6. What did the Lord say He has
done to help us?

2. In your scripture study journal, draw a picture that
illustrates one way God has helped people avoid the
corruption of the world.

You may want to mark words or phrases from Doctrine
and Covenants 33:5-6 that teach the following truth:
The Lord has established His Church and is
gathering His elect in the last days.

3. To help you further understand this truth and its
importance, answer the following questions in your
scripture study journal:
a. According to Doctrine and Covenants 33:6, who are
the elect?

b. Considering the corruptness of the world, why would
it be important for the Lord’s elect to gather together?

¢. How has the Church helped you avoid the corruptness
of the world?
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Doctrine and Covenants 33:7-18

The Lord gives Ezra Thayre and Northrop Sweet
instructions for teaching the gospel

Read Doctrine and Covenants 33:7-10 to learn what the
Lord taught Ezra Thayre and Northrop Sweet they were
to do with their mouths. Next to the following picture,
write a principle based on what you learned from these
verses. The principle could begin: If we open our
mouths to declare the gospel, the Lord will . ..

Q& 4. Think of a time when you felt like you should have
spoken up about the gospel but did not. In your scripture
study journal, answer the following questions:

a. What are some situations in which you might be reluctant to
open your mouth about the gospel?

b. When have you shared the gospel and felt inspired to know
what to say? Or when have you seen others share the gospel
and felt they were inspired in what they said?

Doctrine and Covenants 33:10-15 contains the Lord’s
instructions to Ezra and Northrop to preach the first
principles and ordinances of the gospel (faith in Jesus
Christ, repentance, baptism, and the gift of the Holy
Ghost). Study Doctrine and Covenants 33:16-18 to
learn what additional counsel the Lord gave Ezra and
Northrop that would help them know what to say as
missionaries. You may want to mark what you find.
The counsel in verse 17 to have “your lamps trimmed
and burning, and oil with you” means to be spiritually
prepared and ready at all times for the Second Coming
of Jesus Christ.

Q& 5. In your scripture study journal, write one item of
counsel given in Doctrine and Covenants 33:16-18, and
explain how it could help you be ready to open your mouth and
share the gospel with others at any time.
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Doctrine and Covenants 34

The Lord commends Orson Pratt for his faith and calls
him to preach the gospel

Doctrine and Covenants 34 gives an example of
someone who was blessed when another person
opened his mouth to share the gospel. Read the
section introduction to this revelation in your
scriptures to learn who opened his mouth to
share the gospel with Orson Pratt.

Orson Pratt was 19 years old when he was baptized by
his older brother Parley. Read Doctrine and Covenants
34:1, and notice how the Lord addressed Orson.

Now study Doctrine and Covenants 34:2-3, looking for
the reason why the Lord referred to Orson as His son.

You may have noticed in verse 3 that all who believe in
Jesus Christ become His sons. This is symbolic of the
new life we receive as we accept the Savior’s gospel.
We learn from Doctrine and Covenants 25:1 that

this promise applies equally to females, who become
daughters of Jesus Christ as they accept His gospel.

As you read the following information Orson Pratt
wrote about his early life, mark what he did to show
he believed in the Lord:

“From the age of ten to nineteen I saw
much of the world, and was tossed about
without any permanent abiding place;
but through the grace of God, I was kept
from many of the evils to which young
people are exposed; the early impressions
of morality and religion, instilled into my mind by my
parents, always remained with me; and I often felt
a great anxiety to be prepared for a future state; but
never commenced, in real earnest, to seek after the
Lord, until the autumn of 1829. I then began to pray
very fervently, repenting of every sin. In the silent
shades of night, while others were slumbering upon
their pillows, I often retired to some secret place in
the lonely fields or solitary wilderness, and bowed
before the Lord, and prayed for hours with a broken
heart and contrite spirit; this was my comfort and
delight. The greatest desire of my heart was for the
Lord to manifest His will concerning me. I continued
to pray in this fervent manner until September, 1830,
at which time two Elders of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints, came into the neighborhood,
one of which was my brother Parley. They held several
meetings which I attended.

“Being convinced of the divine authenticity of the
doctrine they taught, I was baptized September 19,
1830. This was my birthday, being nineteen years old.



I was the only person in the [area] who received and
obeyed the message” (in The Orson Pratt Journals,
comp. Elden J. Watson [1975], 8-9).

Read Doctrine and Covenants 34:4—6 to see what the
Lord called Orson Pratt to do to be even more blessed.
Consider why we receive greater blessings when we
teach the gospel to others.

The Lord spoke to Orson about some of the signs
that would occur before His Second Coming (see
D&C 34:7-9). He then concluded this revelation by
encouraging Orson in his calling to preach the gospel.
Read Doctrine and Covenants 34:10-12, looking for
the following truths: Those who diligently teach the
gospel will do so by the power of the Holy Ghost.
If we are faithful, the Lord will be with us.

How might the Lord’s promise in Doctrine and
Covenants 34:11 comfort and strengthen someone
during a time of discouragement?

6. In your scripture study journal, describe why you think
it is essential to have the power of the Holy Ghost to help
you as you teach the gospel to others.

7. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 33-34 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Doctrine and
Covenants 35

Introduction

Within six months of the Church’s organization, four
missionaries, including Parley P. Pratt, journeyed west
to preach to the Native Americans. On their way to
the western borders of Missouri, they stopped in the
area around Kirtland, Ohio, where Parley had lived for
a time. They shared their message with Elder Pratt’s
friend, a prominent minister named Sidney Rigdon. In
a short time, more than 100 people, including Sidney
Rigdon and many members of his congregation, had
been baptized, more than doubling the Church’s total
membership. Sidney and his wife, Phoebe, knew that

joining the Church would be a great sacrifice for
them. He knew that his livelihood as a minister and
his reputation in the community would suffer, but he
was determined to follow the truth.

After the elders left Kirtland to continue their journey,
Sidney Rigdon and a friend, Edward Partridge, went
to New York to meet the Prophet Joseph Smith. Soon
after their arrival, the Prophet received the revelation
recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 35. In it, the Lord
gave Sidney Rigdon specific responsibilities within the
newly restored Church.

Doctrine and Covenants 35:1-12

The Lord tells Sidney Rigdon he has been prepared for a
greater work

1. In your scripture study journal, answer the following
question: What have you experienced that helps you
know that God is aware of you?

The revelation recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 35
shows that the Lord knew Sidney Rigdon, and He spoke
to Sidney about his role in assisting the Prophet Joseph
Smith. Read Doctrine and Covenants 35:1-3, looking for
evidence that the Lord was aware of Sidney Rigdon.You
may want to mark what you find.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 35:3 again, replacing
Sidney’s name with your own. What do the Lord’s
words teach about His awareness of us?

Elder Neal A. Maxwell of the Quorum

of the Twelve Apostles testified of God’s

awareness of each of us: “I testify to you

that God has known you individually . . .

for a long, long time (see D&C 93:23). He

has loved you for a long, long time. . . . He
knows your names and all your heartaches and your
joys!” (“Remember How Merciful the Lord Hath
Been,” Ensign, May 2004, 46).

One principle we can learn from Doctrine and
Covenants 35:3 is that the Lord knows us and has a
work for each of us to do. Have you ever wondered
what specific work the Lord has for you to do during
your life?

Before he learned about the restored Church of Jesus
Christ, Sidney Rigdon had been doing a good work
as a minister of another church. After joining the
Lord’s restored Church, he was able to perform “a
greater work” (D&C 35:3) for the Lord’s kingdom.
People of other faiths can do many good things. It is
our responsibility to share with them the fulness of
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the gospel of Jesus Christ so they can do “a greater
work.” Similarly, we can have confidence that the Lord
is aware of us and that as we strive to follow Him, He
will help us accomplish the work we are meant to do.

As a forerunner to Jesus Christ, John the Baptist
prepared many people’s hearts for His coming. Read
Doctrine and Covenants 35:4—6, and look for how
Sidney Rigdon was like John the Baptist. You might
want to mark what you find.

While Sidney Rigdon had been like John the Baptist
in some ways, he was different from John the Baptist
because when Sidney had baptized people in his
former congregation, he had not had authority from
God to do so (see D&C 35:5-6).

Read Doctrine and Covenants 35:7-11, and look for
what can occur in the lives of those who believe and
exercise faith in God in the last days.

2. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. What can we learn from Doctrine and Covenants 35:7-11
about what the Lord promised to show those who follow
Him in faith? (The word Gentiles in verse 7 refers to those
without the fulness of the gospel. The word Babylon in
verse 11 refers to the world.)
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b. Why do you think miracles are so closely linked to faith in
Jesus Christ? (Consider that miracles can be as subtle as a
change of heart or forgiveness of sin and they come
according to the Lord’s will.)

Doctrine and Covenants 35:13-19
The Lord promises to help the humble do His work

Imagine that you were putting together a sports team
(think of a sport you are familiar with). In the space

provided, describe the strengths and skills you would
want your players to have.

Read Doctrine and

Covenants 35:13, looking

for whom the Lord

selects to accomplish

His work. Notice the

characteristics of those

the Lord chooses to assist

Him that are unusual by

the world’s standards.

“The weak things of

the world” refers to the

Lord’s servants. The

word thrash or thresh in this verse refers to threshing,
which is the practice of separating grain from its stalk
and sheath. In this verse it refers to separating and
gathering the people who are ready to receive the
gospel from those who are not. One way this is done is
by missionaries contacting people and preparing them
to make and keep sacred covenants.

Based on Doctrine and Covenants 35:13, we learn that
God calls upon those who are weak to accomplish
His work through the power of His Spirit.

3. Answer the

following question in Personalizing the
your scripture study journal: Scripture Text
Why do you think the Lord I~

refers to His servants as
“weak,” “unlearned,”
and "despised”?

Inserting your name in the
scripture text can help the
truths of the passage be more
meaningful to you. Reading
the scriptures as though they
were written to you can be a
helpful way to “hear the voice
of the Lord Jesus Christ, speak-
ing to [you]” (Explanatory
Introduction to the Doctrine
and Covenants).

Read Doctrine and
Covenants 35:14-15,
looking for the Lord’s
promises to those who
assist in His work. You
might want to mark what
you find. You could also
personalize these verses

by reading them again
and inserting your name.



4. In your scripture study journal, answer two or all of
the following questions:

a. How could knowing that God uses the weak things of the
world to accomplish His work through the power of His
Spirit help a young person who felt nervous about serving
a mission?

b. How could this knowledge help a young woman who was
asked to teach a Church class and felt inadequate?

¢. How could this knowledge help all of us when we feel
prompted to share the gospel with someone?

President Thomas S. Monson encouraged
those who may feel weak or inadequate
to assist in the Lord’s work: “Some of you
may be shy by nature or consider
yourselves inadequate to respond
affirmatively to a calling. Remember that
this work is not yours and mine alone. It is the Lord’s
work, and when we are on the Lord’s errand, we are
entitled to the Lord’s help. Remember that the Lord will
shape the back to bear the burden placed upon it” (“To
Learn, to Do, to Be,” Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2008, 62).

The Prophet Joseph Smith would be considered

by some to be weak in formal education and some
other abilities. Sidney Rigdon, in comparison, was
well educated and gifted in a number of ways. Read
Doctrine and Covenants 35:17-19, and look for

the Lord’s counsel to Sidney Rigdon regarding the
Prophet Joseph.

5. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. Why would the counsel in Doctrine and Covenants 35:17-
19 be important for an educated minister like Sidney Rigdon
to understand?

b. How would it be helpful for us to remember this counsel with
regard to our current Church leaders?

Doctrine and Covenants 35:20-27

Sidney Rigdon is commanded to write for Joseph Smith,
to preach the gospel, and to keep his covenants

Do you have any specific callings or duties in the
Church? Read Doctrine and Covenants 35:20-24,
and look for the specific duties Sidney Rigdon was
called to perform.

The Lord called Sidney to fill the role of scribe as the
Prophet Joseph Smith continued his translation of
the Bible. This translation was not from one language
to another. The Prophet made inspired corrections
and revisions to the Bible over a 16-year period. We
call these revisions the Joseph Smith Translation.
Many of these corrections can be found in the
footnotes and appendix of the LDS edition of the
Holy Bible. The Book of Moses and Joseph Smith—
Matthew in the Pearl of Great Price are also part of
the Joseph Smith Translation.

Notice in Doctrine and Covenants 35:23 that the
Lord told Sidney Rigdon that besides writing for
Joseph Smith, he should also preach the gospel,
using his knowledge of the scriptures to support
the Prophet’s words.

In Doctrine and Covenants 35:24, what blessings

did the Lord promise Sidney Rigdon if he kept his
covenants? One principle we can learn from this verse
is that as we keep the commandments and honor
our covenants, the Lord will help us accomplish
His work.

6. Look back at the three principles identified in this
lesson. In your scripture study journal, answer the
following questions:
a. How do the three principles identified in this lesson relate to
each other?

b. When have you felt or witnessed the Lord's help given to you
or someone you know while doing the Lord's work?

To conclude, read Doctrine and Covenants 35:26—
27. From what you learned during your study of
Doctrine and Covenants 35 today, why do you think
Sidney Rigdon had reason to lift up his heart and be
glad? What reasons do you have to lift up your heart
and be glad?

7. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 35 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to
share with my teacher:
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Doctrine and
Covenants 36—37/

Introduction

In December 1830, Sidney Rigdon traveled from Ohio
to New York with Edward Partridge to meet with the
Prophet Joseph Smith. Although Sidney had recently
been baptized, Edward was not yet convinced of the
truthfulness of the restored gospel. After meeting the
Prophet and speaking with those who knew him,
Edward asked the Prophet to baptize him. In early
December 1830, before Edward Partridge was baptized,
Joseph Smith received the revelation in Doctrine and
Covenants 36. In the revelation the Lord called and
commanded Edward Partridge to preach the gospel.

During the last six months of 1830, persecution
against the Church was intensifying. In December of
1830 Joseph received the revelation in Doctrine and
Covenants 37, in which the Lord commanded the
Saints to leave New York and gather to Ohio.

Doctrine and Covenants 36:1-3

The Lord forgives Edward Partridge of his sins and calls
him to preach the gospel

Think about several items that missionaries take with
them to help them accomplish their work.

Some things that missionaries need before they can
effectively preach the gospel cannot be put into a
suitcase. As you study Doctrine and Covenants 36, look
for some of the things that a missionary needs and must
do before he or she is prepared to serve a mission.
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In Doctrine and Covenants 36, the Lord called
Edward Partridge to serve a mission. Read Doctrine and
Covenants 36:1, looking for what the Lord told Edward
Partridge before calling him to preach the gospel.

1. In your scripture study journal, write why you think it

is important for all who are called to preach the gospel to
repent and be forgiven of their sins. Consider how being cleansed
from sin would help Edward Partridge to preach the gospel “as
with the voice of a trump” (D&C 36:1).

Read the following statement from Elder
Jeffrey R. Holland of the Quorum of the
Twelve Apostles, and mark the words or
phrases that help you understand why it
is important for those who are called to
preach the gospel to be clean:

“In this battle between good and evil, you cannot play
for the adversary whenever temptation comes along
and then expect to suit up for the Savior at temple and
mission time as if nothing has happened. That, my
young friends, you cannot do. God will not be mocked.

“. .. In almost all athletic contests of which I know,
there are lines drawn on the floor or the field within
which every participant must stay in order to compete.
Well, the Lord has drawn lines of worthiness for those
called to labor with Him in this work. No missionary
can be unrepentant of sexual transgression or profane
language or pornographic indulgence and then expect
to challenge others to repent of those very things! You
can’t do that. The Spirit will not be with you, and the
words will choke in your throat as you speak them.
You cannot travel down what Lehi called ‘forbidden
paths’ [1 Nephi 8:28] and expect to guide others to
the ‘strait and narrow’ [2 Nephi 31:18] one—it can't
be done” (“We Are all Enlisted,” Ensign or Liahona,
Nov. 2011, 45).

Consider what it would be like for you to share the
gospel with others while personally knowing that you
have not lived the truths that you are teaching. Now,
consider what it would be like to share the gospel with
others having the confidence that comes from being
cleansed of any wrongdoing through the Atonement
of Jesus Christ.

Elder Holland talked about what you can do now to
be clean for missionary service: “Whoever you are and
whatever you have done, you can be forgiven. Every
one of you . . . can leave behind any transgression
with which you may struggle. It is the miracle of
forgiveness; it is the miracle of the Atonement of the
Lord Jesus Christ. But you cannot do it without an
active commitment to the gospel, and you cannot do
it without repentance where it is needed. I am asking



you . . . to be active and be clean. If required, I am
asking you to get active and get clean” (“We Are all
Enlisted,” 45).

Ponder what you need to do now to become clean or
to remain clean.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 36:2-3, looking for what
the Lord promised to give Edward Partridge before he
would be sent to preach the gospel.

President Harold B. Lee explained the

meaning of the phrase “I will lay my hand

upon you by the hand of my servant”

found in verse 2: “The Lord here is saying

that when one of His authorized servants

puts his hands by authority upon the
head of one to be blessed, it is as though He Himself
was putting His hand on with them to perform that
ordinance. So we begin to see how He manifests His
power among men through His servants to whom He
has committed the keys of authority” (Be Secure in the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, Brigham Young University
Speeches of theYear [Feb. 11, 1958], 6).

It might also be helpful to know that the phrase “teach
you the peaceable things of the kingdom” in verse 2
refers to the inspiration and guidance we receive from
the Holy Ghost as we live the gospel.

Notice in verse 3 what the Lord told him to do with
what the Holy Ghost had taught him.

2. Answer the following question in your scripture study

journal: Why do you think it is essential for missionaries
to have the Holy Ghost as their companion? After answering this
question, you may also want to write about a time when the Holy
Ghost taught you something about “the peaceable things of the
kingdom" (D&C 36:2).

Doctrine and Covenants 36:4—-8

The Lord gives a commandment regarding those who are
called to preach the gospel

Read Doctrine and Covenants 36:4-5, 7. Notice that
in these verses, the Lord is speaking to “the elders
of [His] church” (D&C 36:7). As you read, look for
a responsibility the Lord gave to priesthood holders.

Based on what you read in these verses, complete the
following principle concerning the responsibility of
all priesthood holders today: Priesthood holders are
called to

President Thomas S. Monson commented on this
principle: “I repeat what prophets have long taught—
that every worthy, able young man should prepare

to serve a mission. Missionary service is a priesthood
duty—an obligation the Lord expects of us who have
been given so very much” (“As We Meet Together
Again,” Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2010, 5-6).

Bishops and branch presidents work with young men
and young women to determine their worthiness and
ability to serve the Lord as full-time missionaries.
Some young men may be excused from full-time
missionary service because of health concerns or
disabilities. However, in such cases they are to
maintain their worthiness and prepare themselves

to serve the Lord in other ways.

Review Doctrine and Covenants 36:5, 7 to see what
priesthood holders need to do before they are ordained
and sent forth to preach the gospel.

3. Answer the following question in your scripture study
journal: How can a young man show the Lord that he
embraces the commandment to preach the gospel?
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Although full-time missionary service is a priesthood
duty, young women may also serve. President Thomas S.
Monson said: “A word to you young sisters: while you
do not have the same priesthood responsibility as do the
young men to serve as full-time missionaries, you also
make a valuable contribution as missionaries, and we
welcome your service” (“As We Meet Together Again,” 6).

Read Doctrine and Covenants 36:6, looking for the
message the Lord commands His missionaries to
teach. The phrase “garments spotted with the flesh”
refers to clothing that is contaminated by disease. In
ancient Israel, such clothing was burned to prevent
the disease from spreading. In verse 6, the Lord is
comparing disease to sin and commands us to avoid
anything associated with sin.

How does the message in Doctrine and Covenants
36:6 that missionaries are to proclaim repentance relate
to Elder Holland’s statements about how missionaries
are to prepare at the beginning of this lesson?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 36:8, looking for what the
Lord told Edward Partridge at the end of this revelation.

Doctrine and Covenants 37
The Lord commands His Church to gather in Ohio

During the months leading up to the time when
Edward Partridge traveled to meet Joseph Smith,
persecution of the Saints was increasing in New York.
Near the end of December 1830, a few weeks after
Sidney Rigdon and Edward Partridge arrived in New
York, the Prophet Joseph Smith received a revelation in
which the Lord commanded the Saints to go to Ohio.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 37:1-4, looking for what
preparations the Lord wanted the Prophet to make
before he went to Ohio. Notice in verse 2 why the Lord
told Joseph Smith to go and strengthen the members
in Colesville, New York.

What principles about prayer can we learn from
these verses?

4. In your scripture journal, write a principle you learn
from Doctrine and Covenants 37:2 about prayer. Also,
explain what you will do to act on this principle.

5. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 36—37 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:
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Doctrine and
Covenants 38

Introduction

In December 1830 the Lord commanded the Church
members to gather in Ohio (see D&C 37). On January 2,
1831, the Saints from the various branches in New York
met for the third conference of the Church. During the
conference the revelation in Doctrine and Covenants 38
was received, in which the Lord encouraged the Saints
and helped them understand His commandment to

go to Ohio.

Doctrine and Covenants 38:1-7
Jesus Christ tells His Saints that He is in their midst

Have you ever noticed that some commandments may
be easy for you to obey and other commandments may
be more difficult? List some of the commandments
that you feel are easy for you to obey:

Now, ponder which
commandments may be
more difficult for you to
obey and why.

During a conference of
the Church in January
1831, some of the Saints
in New York asked about
the commandment

to move to Ohio.
Consider why it might
have been difficult for
some of these Church
members to obey

this commandment.

Some of the Saints in New York were reluctant to leave
their prosperous farms and comfortable circumstances
for the uncertainties of a new place. In addition, some
faced the prospect of losing money in selling their
property, if they were able to sell their property at all.

In response to the Saints” concerns, Joseph Smith
prayed to learn more about the commandment
to gather to Ohio, and he received the revelation
in Doctrine and Covenants 38. As you study this
revelation, you will learn truths that can help you



willingly obey all of the Lord’s commandments,
even those that are more difficult for you to obey.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 38:1-3, looking for
principles you can learn about Jesus Christ. (You may
want to mark in the scriptures or note in your scripture
study journal what you learn.)

One important doctrine we learn from verse 2 is

that Jesus Christ knows all things. Think of how
understanding this doctrine might have helped those
Saints who struggled to obey the commandment to
leave New York and move to Ohio.

1. In your scripture study journal, write a few sentences

about how this principle might also help you in times
when you struggle to obey certain commandments the Lord
has given.

Before receiving this revelation, the Prophet Joseph
Smith had been working on the inspired translation of
the Bible and received what is now contained in Moses
6-7 in the Pearl of Great Price. These chapters give an
account of a prophet named Enoch and his people,
who were called Zion because of their righteousness.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 38:4, looking for what
the Lord did for Enoch and his people. It may be helpful
for you to know that when the Lord said “mine own
bosom,” He was referring to His presence.

At the end of verse 4, what did the Savior say He had
done for those who believed on His name?

Ponder how knowing that Jesus Christ pleads to
Heavenly Father in behalf of those who believe in Him
helps someone who is struggling to keep trying.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 38:5-7, looking for what
Jesus Christ said about where He is.

2. Answer the following question in your scripture study
journal: How can believing the principles taught in Doctrine
and Covenants 38:7 help bring you comfort as well as courage?

Doctrine and Covenants 38:8—12
The Lord describes who will abide His Second Coming

As the Savior was helping the Saints in New York
understand the importance of gathering to Ohio,
He spoke of His Second Coming.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 38:8-10, looking for
what the Savior revealed about His Second Coming. It
may be helpful for you to know that those who “abide
the day” (D&C 38:8) of the Second Coming are those
who, rather than being destroyed, will be able to
remain on the earth with the Savior when He comes.
Ponder how the Lord’s words in verses 8-10 can help
you understand the importance of being purified and
clean before the Second Coming.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 38:11-12 to learn
about some of the conditions that will exist on the
earth before the Second Coming. The imagery of
angels waiting to “reap down the earth” is a reference
to the Savior’s parable of the wheat and the tares (see
Matthew 13:24-30; D&C 86:1-7) in which the wheat
(those who are righteous) is gathered before the tares
(those who are wicked) are gathered and burned.

Ponder what you can do to better prepare yourself to
“abide the day” of the Second Coming of Jesus Christ
and not be found among the tares.
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Doctrine and Covenants 38:13-33

Jesus Christ explains why He commanded the members
of His Church to gather to Ohio

Think about a time you felt that you were in danger,
either physically or spiritually. What warnings helped
you know you were in danger?

The Lord warned the Saints about dangers they would
face if they remained in New York. Look at the last
phrase of Doctrine and Covenants 38:12. What did the
Lord teach about the enemy of the Saints?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 38:13, 28-29, looking
for the intentions of the combined enemy. From these
verses we learn that the Lord can warn us of danger.
Such warnings can come through promptings of the
Holy Ghost or through the teachings of the Lord’s
servants, including talks given in general conferences.

3. When have you or someone you know been warned

by the Lord of a spiritual or physical danger? In your
scripture study journal, write about a warning you or a family
member or friend received from the Lord and what you did (or
wished you had done) or what the family member or friend did
in response to that warning.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 38:14-15, 30, looking
for what the Lord told the Saints to do. From what you
learn at the end of verse 30, complete the following

principle: If we are ,

then

4. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:
a. Why do you think preparation gives us confidence in the
face of opposition or danger?
b. What can you do to be prepared against the adversary’s
efforts to harm you?

Remember that some of the Saints in New York
questioned why they were commanded to go to
Ohio. Read Doctrine and Covenants 38:16, 31-33,
and identify how the Saints would be blessed if they
obeyed this commandment.

5. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. How might the commandment to move from New York have
been for the Saints’ physical salvation?

b. How could the commandment to gather to Ohio have been
for their spiritual salvation?
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From Doctrine and Covenants 38:16, 31-33, we learn
that the Lord not only warns us of danger, but He
also gives us commandments for our protection.

6. In your scripture study journal, write a few sentences
explaining how keeping the commandments can protect
us both physically and spiritually.

Doctrine and Covenants 38:34-42

The Church is given commandments regarding the
gathering to Ohio

Doctrine and Covenants 38:34—-42 contains
commandments and counsel that would help the
Saints in their transition to life in Ohio. For many

of the Saints, their only source of livelihood was their
farms. With so many members of the Church putting
their land up for sale at the same time, the supply

of land suddenly became abundant. With so many
choices available, buyers could purchase the Saints’
farms for much less than the usual price.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 38:37, 39, looking for the
Lord’s counsel to the Saints regarding their farms and
riches. Consider how having faith in the Lord’s eternal
promises can help us obey His commandments even
when they require a sacrifice on our part.

Many of the Saints in New York were obedient to the
Lord’s command and made great sacrifices to gather
to Ohio.

7. At the beginning of today’s lesson, you were asked

to think about some commandments that may be more
difficult for you to obey than others. In your scripture study
journal, write about how understanding the principles you
learned in this lesson can help you have the faith and
confidence you need to obey those commandments.

8. Write the following at the bottom of today's
assignments in your scripture study journal:

| have studied Doctrine and Covenants 38 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to
share with my teacher:



Doctrine and
Covenants 39-40

Introduction

In January of 1831, a Protestant minister named James
Covel (often spelled Covill in Church history records)
met with Joseph Smith in Fayette, New York, and
“covenanted with the Lord that he would obey any
command that the Lord would give to him through
... His servant [the Prophet Joseph Smith]” (Joseph
Smith, in History of the Church, 1:143). Joseph then
received the revelation recorded in Doctrine and
Covenants 39.

In the revelation, the Lord directed James Covel to be
baptized and to preach the fulness of the gospel in Ohio.
However, the day after the revelation was dictated,
James departed from Fayette without explanation. The
Lord then gave a revelation to Joseph Smith and Sidney
Rigdon, explaining why James had not obeyed the
commandment given to him. That revelation is recorded
in Doctrine and Covenants 40. (See Documents, Volume 1:
July 1828—June 1831, vol. 1 of the Documents series of
The Joseph Smith Papers [2013], 233-37).

Doctrine and Covenants 39:1-12

Jesus Christ invites James Covel to receive His gospel and
be baptized

Imagine that you have been given a wonderful gift by
a parent or another loved one. Can you think of any
reasons why you would

choose not to receive

the gift?

Read Doctrine and
Covenants 39:1-3,
looking for a gift
Heavenly Father gave
His children that some
chose not to receive. The
Lord uses the phrase
“mine own” to refer to
the people He ministered
unto in mortality, during
“the meridian of time.”

The gift these people chose not to receive was Jesus
Christ. When we choose to receive the gift of Jesus
Christ and His Atonement, we receive many additional
blessings and gifts. Read Doctrine and Covenants 39:4,

and identify a gift the Savior said He gives to those
who receive Him.

From this verse we learn that if we receive Jesus
Christ, He will give us power to become His
children. Consider marking the words that teach
this principle in verse 4.

Read the following
statement from President Writing Principles
Joseph Fielding Smith I~

to help you better
understand what it
means to become the
sons and daughters of
Jesus Christ:

Writing down the doctrines
and principles you identify,
or marking them in your
scriptures, can help you
clarify these truths in your
mind. Doing so can also
help you understand the
focus of the scripture block
you are studying.

“The Savior becomes
our Father, in the sense
in which this term is
used in the scriptures,
because he offers us life,

eternal life, through the
atonement which he made for us. . ..

“So, we become the children, sons and daughters of
Jesus Christ, through our covenants of obedience to
him. Because of his divine authority and sacrifice on
the cross, we become spiritually begotten sons and
daughters, and he is our Father” (Doctrines of Salvation,
comp. Bruce R. McConkie, 3 vols. [1954-56], 1:29).

1. According to what President Smith taught, write in
your own words in your scripture study journal how we
can become children of Jesus Christ.

As you have already learned, we must choose to
receive Jesus Christ before we receive power to become
His sons and daughters. Read Doctrine and Covenants
39:5-6, looking for what we must do to receive Him
and His power to become His sons and daughters.

Summarize, in your own words, what we must do to
become sons and daughters of Jesus Christ:

As you learned in the introduction to this lesson, the
revelation in Doctrine and Covenants 39 was addressed
to a Protestant minister named James Covel soon after
he had learned about the restored gospel of Jesus Christ
and had covenanted to obey any commandment he
received through the Prophet Joseph Smith.

2. In your scripture study journal, write how you think the

teachings in Doctrine and Covenants 39:1-6 applied to
James Covel. Also write your thoughts on how these verses apply
to you.
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Read Doctrine and Covenants 39:7-9. What did the
Lord say about the condition of James Covel’s heart at
the time the revelation was given? (You may want to
mark the word now in verse 8.) What reasons did the
Lord give for why James had rejected Him in the past?
If you had been in James’s position, how might you
have felt after hearing these words? Why?

& 3. Copy the following chart in your scripture study journal:

Ifyou will . . . Then . ..

Read Doctrine and Covenants 39:10—12. As you read, look

for what the Lord instructed James Covel to do. Write these
instructions under the heading “If you will . . ." on the chart. In
addition, look for what the Lord promised James Covel he would
receive if he obeyed the Lord. Write these promised blessings
under the heading “Then . .." on the chart.

Consider the blessings the Lord offered James Covel.
Although James had been a minister for about 40
years, the Lord offered him the fulness of the gospel,
which included responsibilities and blessings he did
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not have before, such as the gift of the Holy Ghost
and ordination to the priesthood.

Notice the word if in Doctrine and Covenants
39:10-11.You may want to mark this word in your
scriptures. Ponder the significance of the word if in
these verses and what the Lord was telling James
Covel that he would need to do in order to receive
the promised blessings.

From these verses we can learn that the Lord’s
promised blessings are conditional upon our
hearkening to His voice.You may want to write
this truth in your scriptures next to Doctrine and
Covenants 39:10-11.

4. Consider some of the blessings the Lord has promised
you. In your scripture study journal, write down three of
these blessings and what you must do to receive them.

Doctrine and Covenants 39:13-24

James Covel is called to preach the fulness of the gospel
in Ohio

Read Doctrine and Covenants 39:13-14, and identify
where the Lord called James Covel to preach the gospel.

In Doctrine and Covenants 39:15-24 the Lord gave
some instructions to James Covel about what he was
to teach. Read Doctrine and Covenants 39:22, and
consider how it relates to the principles you have
already learned in this revelation.

Doctrine and Covenants 40
The Lord reveals why James Covel rejected His words

The day after the revelation in Doctrine and
Covenants 39 was dictated, James Covel left Fayette,
New York, without explanation. The Lord revealed
to Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon why James did
not obey His instructions and receive the promised
blessings. Read Doctrine and Covenants 40:1-3,
looking for why he did not hearken to the voice

of the Lord.

Compare Doctrine and Covenants 39:8 and 40:1 to see
how James Covel’s heart had changed. You may want
to mark the word was in Doctrine and Covenants 40:1.

Compare Doctrine and Covenants 39:9 and 40:2.
According to those verses, list three reasons why James
Covel rejected the word of the Lord:




President Joseph Fielding Smith gave
further clarification: “[James Covel] was
convinced of the truth, for it is clear that
the Lord revealed to him things which he
and the Lord alone knew to be the truth.
However, when he withdrew from the
influence of the Spirit of the Lord and had time to
consider the fact that he would lose the fellowship
of the world, and his place and position among his
associates, he failed and rejected the promises and
blessings which the Lord offered him” (Church History
and Modern Revelation, 2 vols. [1953], 1:174).

What can tempt us to reject God’s words today? You
may want to write the following principle in your
scriptures by Doctrine and Covenants 40 and in your
scripture study journal: Fear and the cares of the
world can lead us to reject the word of God.

5. Write in your scripture study journal some fears or

cares of the world that might prevent us from following
the Lord with all our hearts. Then write what you can do to have
faith to overcome these fears or cares of the world and truly
receive the Lord.

6. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 39—40 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

leaders. Eventually, in January of 1838, many Church
members had to flee Ohio and join the Saints who
were living in Missouri. This lesson will give you

an overview of the Saints” experiences in Ohio.You
will learn more details regarding these events and
teachings in future lessons.

The Lord Commands the Saints to Gather
in Ohio to Receive Promised Blessings

Have you or anyone in your family ever moved to a new
home? What were some of the challenges experienced
in the move? What blessings have come as a result of
the move?

Although the reasons they move may vary, people
often make a sacrifice to move somewhere because
they believe that life will be better for them in the
new place.

Recall from your study of Doctrine and Covenants 37-38
the events surrounding the Lord’s commandment for
the Saints to leave New York and move to Ohio. When
the Lord commanded them to gather to Ohio, He also
promised that they would receive specific blessings there.

1. Copy the following chart into your scripture
study journal:

At the Ohio

Introduction

By the end of January 1831, the Prophet Joseph Smith
and his wife, Emma, Sidney Rigdon, and Edward
Partridge left New York for Ohio. Most of the other
Church members in New York followed during the
next five months.

Those Saints who gathered in Ohio were greatly
blessed. Continuous revelations through the Prophet
Joseph Smith led them to further understanding of
the gospel of Jesus Christ. In addition, they received
the blessings that came from building a temple and
from preaching the gospel. While the Church grew
in numbers and spiritual strength in Ohio, severe
opposition also increased against the Church and its

Promises
D&C 38:31-32 a.

b.

C

d.
D&C 38:33 e
D&C 42:61 f

Read Doctrine and Covenants 38:31-32, and list the four things
the Lord said the Saints would receive when they arrived in Ohio
in the “Promises” column as answers to a through d.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 38:33, and list where the Lord said
He would send missionaries as the answer to e on the chart.

Shortly after Joseph Smith arrived in Ohio, he received the
revelation in Doctrine and Covenants 42. Scan Doctrine and
Covenants 42:61, and identify the additional promise the Lord
gave. Write “receive revelation upon revelation” as the answer
to fon the chart.

The next four sections of this lesson will help you learn
more about how the Lord fulfilled these promises as
His people gathered to Ohio from 1831 to 1838.
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“I Will Give unto You My Law" (D&C 38:32)

The Lord promised that He would give the Saints
His law when they gathered to Ohio. Why are laws
important? Why do you think laws are important in
the Lord’s Church?

Read the section introduction to Doctrine and
Covenants 42. After the Saints arrived in Ohio in 1831,
the Lord fulfilled His promise and gave a revelation
referred to as the law of the Church. This law includes
commandments and instructions that guide the
functions of the Church.

Read the section summary of Doctrine and
Covenants 42, looking for some of the laws and
commandments the Lord gave to the Saints. (The
section summary is located before the first verse.
It gives the verse numbers and a brief summary of
those verses.) As you read, you may want to mark
the phrase “Laws governing the consecration of
properties are set forth.”
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In this revelation, the Lord gave the law of
consecration. This law is “a divine principle whereby
men and women voluntarily dedicate their time,
talents, and material wealth to the establishment

and building up of God’s kingdom” (Guide to the
Scriptures, “Consecrate, Law of Consecration,”
scriptures.lds.org). Church leaders were commanded
to establish the United Firm (also called the United
Order) to manage the Church’s temporal or business
interests, assist the poor, and help eliminate greed from
among the Saints. This was a blessing to the Saints

at this time because many of the Saints who came
from New York were required to leave behind their
homes and property. The United Firm also provided
money to finance various Church undertakings, such
as missionary work and publishing the revelations. You
will learn more about the law of consecration and its
effect on the Saints in future lessons.



“You Shall Be Endowed with Power from
on High" (D&C 38:32)

The Lord also promised to endow the Saints “with
power from on high” when they arrived in Ohio
(D&C 38:32). An endowment is a gift. Read Doctrine
and Covenants 88:119, looking for the commandment
the Lord gave to the Saints in Ohio. The “house”
referred to in this verse was a temple. The Kirtland
Temple, in Kirtland, Ohio, was the first temple built in
this dispensation. Read Doctrine and Covenants 95:8,
looking for what the Lord said He would endow them
with in the temple.

The Kirtland Temple took about three years to build.
After it was dedicated in 1836, the Lord began to fulfill
His promise to endow the Saints with power, and they
experienced marvelous spiritual blessings. For example,
the Lord sent three heavenly messengers to the
Kirtland Temple—Moses, Elias, and Elijah—to restore
vital priesthood keys to the earth. These keys would
give the Saints the authority to perform temple
ordinances and to seal families of both the living

and the dead for eternity. In addition, “the keys of

the gathering of Israel” were restored at this time
(D&C 110:11). Through these keys, missionaries are
given power to teach the gospel throughout the earth.

You “Shall Go Forth among All Nations”
(D&C 38:33)

Once the Kirtland Temple had been dedicated and the
keys for the gathering of Israel had been restored, the
gospel of Jesus Christ began to be preached in more
places. Turn to map 3, “The New York, Pennsylvania,
and Ohio Area of the USA,” in the Church history
maps located in the back of your triple combination.
Notice that Kirtland, Ohio, was ideally located to begin
to send missionaries throughout the world to teach the
gospel “among all nations” (D&C 38:33). Kirtland was
near several main transportation routes in the United
States. From Kirtland, missionaries only had to travel
short distances to access steamboats on America’s
major rivers and Lake Erie. They also had access to a
national road system to the south and the canal system
to the north. Because of this, Kirtland was the point of
departure for missions to Canada, other parts of the
United States, and Great Britain.

Because of missionary work during this time, the
membership in the Church throughout the world
increased by thousands. In 1837, Elders Heber C.
Kimball and Orson Hyde, along with five others,
were called on a mission to Great Britain, where they
baptized around 2,000 people. By 1838, when the
Saints left Kirtland because of persecution, there were
about 2,000 Church members living in Kirtland of the
nearly 18,000 Church members worldwide.

“Thou Shalt Receive Revelation upon
Revelation” (D&C 42:61)

Turn to the chronological order of contents of

the Doctrine and Covenants (located after the
introduction) and notice the place where most
of the revelations were received.

As you can observe, more revelations were received in
Ohio than in any other place. The Lord’s promise that
the Saints would receive revelation upon revelation as
they gathered to Ohio was fulfilled.

2. Read the section introduction and the section summary

to each of the following sections. Then, in your scripture
study journal, write a few words summarizing what the
revelation is about and a sentence or two describing how the
revelation has blessed the Church and your own life.

a. D&C 76
b. D&C 84
c. D&C 89

While the Saints were in Ohio, the Lord also instructed
the Prophet Joseph Smith to organize the Church
leadership. The First Presidency, the Quorum of the
Twelve Apostles, and the Quorum of the Seventy were
officially organized during that time. During this same
time period, Joseph Smith also continued his work on
the translation of the Bible.

Opposition and Apostasy Plague the Faithful
in Ohio

Even as the Lord was blessing the Saints in Ohio,
opposition against the Church was also increasing. As
soon as the Saints arrived in Kirtland, anti-Mormon
critics began to attack the Church. Many of the
attacks came in the form of defaming newspaper
stories and articles.
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The Prophet Joseph Smith said the
following regarding these publications:
“Many false reports, lies, and foolish
stories, were published in the newspapers,
and circulated in every direction, to prevent
people from investigating the work, or
embracing the faith” (in History of the Church, 1:158).

In spite of these and other difficulties, the Saints
continued to gather in Kirtland, particularly during
the years 1836—38. In 1836, Joseph Smith felt the
burden of debt due to construction costs of the
Kirtland Temple. Although the Church owned
considerable amounts of land, it also needed cash to
repay outstanding loans. Because of the credit needs
of the Church and the growing population in Kirtland,
Church leaders planned to charter a local bank. Their
request to charter a bank was denied by the state of
Ohio legislature. Instead of chartering a bank, the
Saints formed a company called the Kirtland Safety
Society, which functioned as a bank.

In 1837 an economic panic swept through the United
States. The whole country felt the effects of the panic
and several banks failed. In addition, some of those
who were involved with managing the Kirtland Safety
Society were not honest in their dealings. The Kirtland
Safety Society was also forced to close, and hundreds
of individuals who had invested in it lost nearly
everything they had invested. Joseph Smith’s losses
were greater than anyone else’s. Many Saints accused
the Prophet of being responsible for their financial
problems, and a number of lawsuits followed. The
leaders of the Church who helped create the Kirtland
Safety Society had wrongly assumed that individuals
had a legal right to organize a private company that
engaged in banking activities, and a judgment of
$1,000 was assessed against them for violating Ohio
banking laws.

These difficult events led some members of the Church
to apostatize. Persecution became so intense during
the winter of 1837 and spring of 1838 that most of the
Saints were compelled to leave Ohio. Some Church
leaders, including Joseph Smith, Sidney Rigdon, and
Brigham Young, had to flee Kirtland for the safety of
their lives.

3. Based on what you learned in this lesson, write a few

sentences in your scripture study journal about how you
think you would have felt living in Ohio during this time of
Church history. Include what things you would have liked to have
been a part of and what things you think would have been a
challenge for you.
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4. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied the "At the Ohio” lesson and completed it
on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to
share with my teacher:

Doctrine and
Covenants 41

Introduction

In December 1830 the Lord commanded the Saints in
New York to move to Ohio, where they would receive
the Lord’s law (see D&C 37:3; 38:32). The Prophet
Joseph Smith received the revelation contained in
Doctrine and Covenants 41 on February 4, 1831—the
day he arrived in Ohio. In this revelation the Lord
gave further instructions that would help prepare the
Saints to receive His law. In addition, He called Edward
Partridge as the Church’s first bishop.

Doctrine and Covenants 41:1-8
The Lord describes how to become a disciple of Jesus Christ

What do you delight in or enjoy doing? What do you
think the Lord delights to do? Consider what it means
to delight, or find joy, in doing something.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 41:1, looking for what
the Lord delights to do. Notice what we must do to
receive “the greatest of all blessings” that He desires
to give us.

Based on what the Lord said in verse 1, complete the
following principle: The Lord delights to
as we

1. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. When have you felt that the Lord delighted to bless you
because you hearkened to Him?

b. What does it mean to you to know that it brings the Lord
joy to bless you for hearkening to Him?



The Prophet Joseph Smith obeyed the Lord’s counsel to
gather to Ohio. Joseph and Emma had already moved
seven times in the four years they had been married,
and Emma had just recovered from a month-long
illness and was six months pregnant when, in late
January 1831, they left New York to travel nearly 300
miles by sleigh to Kirtland, Ohio.

When Joseph and Emma arrived in Kirtland, they
stopped in front of the Gilbert and Whitney store.
“[Joseph] springing up the steps walked into the
store and to where the junior partner was standing.
‘Newel K. Whitney! Thou art the man!” he exclaimed,
extending his hand cordially, as if to an old and
familiar acquaintance. “You have the advantage of
me,” replied [Newel K. Whitney], as he mechanically
took the proffered hand, ‘I could not call you by name
as you have me.” ‘I am Joseph the Prophet,” said the
stranger smiling. “You've prayed me here, now what
do you want of me?’” (in History of the Church, 1:146).

Joseph explained that in a vision he had seen Newel
praying for him to come to Kirtland. The Whitneys
received Joseph and Emma Smith with kindness, and
Joseph and Emma lived with them for several weeks
(see History of the Church, 1:145-46).

Most of the New York Saints moved to Ohio during the
five months following the Lord’s command to gather
there. Some of those Church members did so at a great
sacrifice. They sold their property at a loss or simply
left their unsold homes and property and went to Ohio
to follow the Prophet. Read the following account and
look for an example of how the Lord blessed these
Saints for hearkening to His command to move to
Ohio at this time:

The Prophet Joseph Smith’s mother, Lucy Mack Smith,

led a group of 80 Church members from Fayette, New

York, to Ohio. As they traveled by boat on the Cayuga
and Seneca Canal to
Buffalo, New York, Lucy
reminded the Saints that
they “were traveling by
commandment of the
Lord, as much as Father
Lehi was, when he left
Jerusalem; and, if faithful,
[they] had the same
reasons to expect the
blessings of God”
(History of Joseph Smith
by His Mother, ed.
Preston Nibley
[1958], 196).

When they arrived in Buffalo, New York, they met
Church members from Colesville who were also on
their way to Ohio and who had been stranded in
Buffalo for one week already. The canal passage was
blocked by ice “piled up to the height of twenty feet,”
and they were told they may need to “remain in the
harbor at least two weeks longer.” Many of the Saints
in Lucy’s group became discouraged. They were
hungry, and some of the children had become sick.
They took deck passage on another boat, put their
things on board, and Lucy Smith found temporary
shelter for the women and their sick children until
early the next morning. (See History of Joseph Smith
by His Mother, 199-202.)

When they were back on board, Lucy testified to her
group, “Now, brethren and sisters, if you will all of
you raise your desires to heaven, that the ice may

be broken up, and we be set at liberty, as sure as the
Lord lives, it will be done.” And she described what
happened next: “At that instant a noise was heard, like
bursting thunder. The captain cried, ‘Every man to his
post.” The ice parted, leaving barely a passage for the
boat, and so narrow that as the boat passed through
the buckets of the waterwheel were torn off with a
crash. . . . We had barely passed through the avenue
when the ice closed together again, and the Colesville
brethren were left in Buffalo, unable to follow us”
(History of Joseph Smith by His Mother, 204-5).

2. From the account you read of the group of Saints led

by Lucy Mack Smith, summarize in your scripture study
journal how these Saints showed their faith in the Lord. Also
write about how their experience during this difficult situation
shows that the Lord is aware of us and will help us overcome
challenges as we hearken to Him.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 41:2-4, and identify
the commandment and instructions the Lord gave the
people. In the following list, draw a line through the
instructions the Saints were not commanded to follow:

* Assemble to agree upon the word of God.
* Receive the law by the prayer of faith.

¢ See that the law is kept.

* Gather to Jackson County, Missouri.

In Doctrine and Covenants 41:3, mark the purpose
of the law the people were to receive “by the prayer of
[their] faith.” This law the Lord referred to is found in
Doctrine and Covenants 42.You will study this law in
detail in the next few lessons.

3. In your scripture study journal, describe how you think

receiving God's laws and commandments is a blessing. In
addition, explain how God's laws help us to “have all things right
before [Him]" (D&C 41:3).
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Think about how the following two concepts could be
similar and how they might be different:

Believer Disciple

Read Doctrine and Covenants 41:5, and complete the
following principle: We become disciples of Jesus
Christ as we

Is there a difference between believing the laws of
Jesus Christ and receiving them? While believing
God’s laws is an important part of becoming a disciple
of Jesus Christ, our receiving His laws—accepting and
obeying them—builds our faith in the Savior.

4. To help you apply the principle that we become

disciples of Jesus Christ as we receive and live His laws,
select and read about one of the standards from the For the
Strength of Youth booklet. Then, in your scripture study journal,
write what you would like to do to receive and live that standard
a little better.

In Doctrine and Covenants 41:7 the Lord instructed
the Saints to provide a home for Joseph Smith and
his family to live in and in which he could continue
translating the Bible. The Saints followed these
instructions, and a small home was built where
Joseph and Emma lived for a few months.

Doctrine and Covenants 41:9-12

The Lord calls Edward Partridge to be the first bishop
of the Church

Imagine that your ward needed a new bishop. Search
Doctrine and Covenants 41:9, and mark any words or
phrases that teach the following principle: Bishops
are called of God, sustained by the voice of the
members, and ordained by the proper authority.

The phrase “appointed by the voice of the church”
means the members of the Church have sustained

the person who has been called of God. The phrase
“to spend all his time in the labors of the church” was
directed specifically to Edward Partridge, and it also
applies to members of the Presiding Bishopric today. It
does not apply to bishops of wards, who continue their
normal employment while they serve in the Church.

5. In your scripture study journal, write why it is important
to you to know your bishop or branch president has been
called of God and ordained by the proper priesthood authority.
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Read Doctrine and Covenants 41:11, looking for
attributes the Lord said that Edward Partridge had
that might have helped him in his calling as bishop.
You may want to write a note in your scriptures that
the word guile refers to deceit or hypocrisy. Therefore,
Edward was an honest man of integrity.

6. Read Doctrine and Covenants 41:12, looking for the
Lord’s warning. Then answer the following questions in
your scripture study journal:

a. What do you think it means to beware how we “hold” the
Lord’s words?

b. How might being aware of what you do with the Lord’s
words relate to what you have learned about being a disciple
of Jesus Christ?

As you read the following statement from
Elder Neal A. Maxwell of the Quorum of
the Twelve Apostles, consider how it
relates to what you have learned about
discipleship in this lesson: “Each day we
decide the degree of our discipleship. Each
day we answer the question, ‘Who’s on the Lord’s side?
Who?"” (“My Servant Joseph,” Ensign, May 1992, 39).

7. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

| have studied Doctrine and Covenants 41 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

UNIT 10: DAY 2

Doctrine and
Covenants 42:1-29

Introduction

On February 9, 1831, shortly after arriving in Kirtland,
Ohio, the Prophet Joseph Smith received a revelation
that now comprises Doctrine and Covenants 42:1-72.
He received further instruction on February 23 (see
D&C 42:73-93). Taken together, these revelations

are known as “the law of the Church” (see D&C 42
section introduction). Doctrine and Covenants 42 is
divided into two lessons. This lesson covers verses
1-29, which provide instruction on teaching the gospel
and set forth general laws of conduct for members of
the Church.



Doctrine and Covenants 42:1-10

The Lord calls upon the elders to teach the gospel and
build up His Church

Circle the words below that you think apply to God’s
laws and commandments:

Restriction Blessing Hard Control

Gift Limit Reward Freedom

Why do we sometimes view God’s laws and
commandments in a negative way? Why is it
important to understand that each of His laws and
commandments is a gift or a blessing? How does
obedience to God’s laws and commandments free
us from the consequences of sin?

As you study today’s lesson, look for how the early
Saints felt about receiving God’s laws and ponder your
own attitude toward the commandments.

The Lord commanded the Saints in New York to go
to Ohio and promised that He would give them His
law after they arrived there (see D&C 38:32). Through
great sacrifice, they left their homes and possessions
and obeyed the command to gather to Ohio. Most
of the Saints in New York obeyed the command to
gather to Ohio. After some of them had arrived in
Kirtland, 12 elders met with the Prophet Joseph
Smith and called upon the Lord. Read Doctrine and
Covenants 42:1-3, looking for why the elders of the
Church had assembled.

These elders had assembled, as they had been
commanded, so that the Lord could give them His law.
The Lord’s first instruction to them was to go forth
as missionaries, two by two, to spread the gospel and
build up the Church in every region to which they
were called until all the people are gathered as one
(see D&C 42:4-10).

Doctrine and Covenants 42:11-17
The Lord sets forth principles of teaching the gospel

Imagine that you are sitting in the chapel waiting for
sacrament meeting to begin. None of the members
of the bishopric or branch presidency are present.
Someone from the congregation gets up and explains
that he would like to extend a few callings and teach
some new doctrine that has been revealed to him.
What would be your reaction in this situation? Why?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 42:11, and identify what
is needed before someone can preach the gospel or
build up the Church as an official representative of the

Church. This instruction regarding ordination applies
not only to missionaries but also to any who are set
apart to teach and lead in the Church.You may want to
mark the words or phrases in this verse that teach the
following principle: Those who teach and build up
the Church must be called of God and ordained or
set apart by the authorized leaders of the Church.

Think about how the practice of publically announcing
and sustaining Church leaders and members in their
callings fulfills the Lord’s directive that their authority
“is known to the church” (D&C 42:11; see D&C 28:13).
How does this provide order to the Church and keep us
safe from deception?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 42:12-13, and mark the
responsibilities given to people who teach and lead in
the Church.

1. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. According to Doctrine and Covenants 42:12, what are
teachers in the Church to teach?

b. According to verse 13, how are they to teach?

2. Notice the phrase "“observe the covenants and church
articles to do them” in Doctrine and Covenants 42:13. In
your scripture study journal, write about why it is important for
teachers and leaders to live what they teach. How has your life
or the life of someone you know been blessed when a teacher
or leader has lived by the doctrines and principles he or she
has taught?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 42:14, and identify

what those who teach should do to obtain the Spirit’s
direction. Then complete the following principle: If we

, We can receive the
Spirit to help us teach others. (You may want to mark
the words in that verse that teach the principle or write
the principle in the margin of your scriptures.)

Another principle taught in Doctrine and Covenants
42:14 is if we do not have the Spirit, we will
not teach.

To help you understand why it is important to have the
Spirit as you learn and teach the gospel, read Doctrine
and Covenants 42:16-17, and identify what the Holy
Ghost knows and does. The term Comforter used in
these verses is one of the names of the Holy Ghost. In
the spaces provided, complete the following doctrinal
teaching from verse 17: The Holy Ghost knows

and bears record of

Based on this truth, how can the Holy Ghost help you
as you teach?
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Because the Holy Ghost knows all things, He knows
what all of us have experienced and need in our lives.
Those who teach, testify of, or explain the truths of the
gospel through the inspiration of the Holy Ghost can
be guided to help others receive what the Lord knows
they need.

3. In your scripture study journal, describe a time when

you felt the Holy Ghost's influence as you were teaching,
sharing, explaining, or testifying of the gospel. Also write about
an experience when you felt the Holy Ghost bear testimony to
you of Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ. If you are not sure if
you have had these types of experiences, ask a family member
or friend about experiences when he or she has felt the
influence of the Holy Ghost and write about what you
learn from that person’s account.

Doctrine and Covenants 42:18-29

The Lord gives laws and commandments for the members
of the Church

After the Lord gave instructions about teaching in the
Church, He revealed laws and commandments that
apply to all members of the Church. Read Doctrine and
Covenants 42:18-29, and identify the commandments
taught in those verses. You may want to mark what
you find.

Although verse 19 states that “he that killeth shall
die,” verse 79 helps us understand that murderers
should be turned over to civil authorities “and dealt
with according to the laws of the land.”

In Doctrine and Covenants 42:20-28, to be “cast
out” means to be excommunicated, or to lose one’s
membership in the Church. While these verses teach
that excommunication is for those who will not
repent, the consequences of excommunication for
certain serious sins may be part of the repentance
process for some humble, repentant people who are
seeking forgiveness of their sins. Disciplinary action
in the Church is to protect the Church and to help
those who sin repent and receive the blessings of
the Savior’s Atonement.

4. To deepen your understanding of some of the
principles taught in Doctrine and Covenants 42:18-29,
answer the following questions in your scripture study journal:

a. Why do you think people today are tempted to steal? What
do you think might help a person who often is tempted
to steal?

b. One form of lying is cheating. Why do you think lying and
cheating are serious sins?

c. Thinking of experiences you have had, why is speaking evil
of others wrong and harmful?
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Review Doctrine and
Covenants 42:22-23, and
mark the words that teach
this principle: If we lust
after another person,
then we deny the faith
and lose the Spirit.

Lust is not love. Those

Cause and Effect

N\
To help you identify gospel
principles in the scriptures,
look for if~then and because—
therefore relationships. Try
using this skill with Doctrine
and Covenants 42:23.

who lust after others are

selfishly concerned with
their own gratification.
They view others as objects and lack self-control. Lust
distorts and changes the way you see others. It causes
you to lose the guidance of the Spirit and can damage
your ability to have a normal relationship with others,
especially your future spouse. It limits your ability to
feel true love. Lusting shows a lack of faith in God and
goes against the way He expects us to view others.

One tool of lust prevalent in our day is
pornography. Elder Dallin H. Oaks of the
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles warned:

“Pornography impairs one’s ability to

enjoy a normal emotional, romantic,
and spiritual relationship with a person of the
opposite sex. . . .

“Pornography is also addictive. It impairs
decision-making capacities and it ‘hooks’ its users,
drawing them back obsessively for more and more. . . .

“Do all that you can to avoid pornography. If you
ever find yourself in its presence—which can happen
to anyone in the world in which we live—follow the
example of Joseph of Egypt. When temptation caught
him in her grip, he left temptation and ‘got him out’
(Genesis 39:12).

“Don’t accommodate any degree of temptation.
Prevent sin and avoid having to deal with its inevitable
destruction. So turn it off! Look away! Avoid it at all
costs. Direct your thoughts in wholesome paths. . ..

“... Do not patronize pornography. Do not use your
purchasing power to support moral degradation.
And young women, please understand that if you
dress immodestly, you are magnifying this problem
by becoming pornography to some of the men
who see you” (“Pornography,” Ensign or Liahona,
May 2005, 89-90).



5. In your scripture study journal, write a paragraph

describing what you can do to strengthen yourself against
the temptation to lust. Include in your paragraph reasons why
you think this commandment is important. (You may want to
study the topic “Chastity” in True to the Faith: A Gospel
Reference [2004] for additional ideas.)

To conclude this lesson, read Doctrine and Covenants
42:29 and identify the principle taught in this verse.

6. In your scripture study journal, write how you think

keeping God's laws and commandments shows your love
for Him. How has keeping the commandments brought you closer
to God?

During the next week, demonstrate more love for God
by striving to be more obedient to one of His laws or
commandments.

7. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 42:1-29 and completed
this lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Doctrine and

Covenants 42:30-93

Introduction

As you read in the introduction to the day 2 lesson,
the Prophet Joseph Smith received the revelation

in Doctrine and Covenants 42 “in fulfillment of the
Lord’s promise previously made that the ‘law” would
be given in Ohio” (D&C 42 section introduction). In
this second lesson on Doctrine and Covenants 42,
covering verses 30-93, you will learn that the Lord
introduced temporal, economic, and spiritual laws
directing Church members to help the poor, finance
various Church undertakings, and assist other Saints
who came to Ohio.

Doctrine and Covenants 42:30-42
The Lord sets forth the law of consecration

Doctrine and Covenants 42:30-42 contains the Lord’s
law of consecration. To help you learn about and
understand this law, your assignment is to prepare a
lesson and teach a family member or a friend about
the law of consecration given in these verses. There
will be an opportunity to record your experience in
your scripture study journal later in today’s lesson.

To prepare to teach the lesson, read Doctrine and
Covenants 42:30-42, and then do the following:

* Use tape or a marker to make a line on six
drinking glasses. (Use clear drinking glasses
if possible.) Mark the lines at different heights
on each of the glasses. Then hide or cover the
glasses so the person you are teaching doesn't
see them.

¢ Obtain a pitcher with more than enough water
in it to fill all of the glasses to the lines marked
on them. (If available, you could put coloring
in the water.)

Show the pitcher to the person you are teaching,
and tell him or her that the water represents all
of the wealth and resources in a community.
Explain that in February 1831, members of the
Church in Kirtland, Ohio, needed to help care for
the poor, assist new settlers who were sacrificing
much to gather in Ohio, and help finance
Church operations.

Ask your student to read Doctrine and
Covenants 42:30 aloud and look for what the
Lord revealed regarding the poor. Ask him or
her to mark the word consecrate.

Read the following definition of

the word consecrate given by Elder

D. Todd Christofferson of the

Quorum of the Twelve Apostles: “To

consecrate is to set apart or dedicate

something as sacred, devoted to
holy purposes” (“Reflections on a Consecrated
Life,” Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2010, 16).

You may want to invite your student to write this
definition in the margin of his or her scriptures
next to verse 30.
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Explain that Doctrine and Covenants 42 contains
principles of a law called the law of consecration.
To help your student understand these basic
principles, you may want to read aloud the
following explanation by President ]J. Reuben
Clark Jr. of the First Presidency:

“The basic principle of [the law of

consecration] is that everything we

have belongs to the Lord; therefore,

the Lord may call upon us for any

and all of the property which we

have, because it belongs to Him”
(in Conference Report, Oct. 1942, 55).

Ask your student to summarize what Doctrine
and Covenants 42:30 teaches about our
responsibility toward the poor and those in
need. (Your student may answer with something
similar to the following principle: We are to care
for the poor and those in need. Encourage him
or her to mark words or phrases in that verse
that teach this principle.)

Reveal the empty glasses with the marks on
them, and begin to fill them with the water
from the pitcher. Fill one glass to the line you
made on it, fill three glasses with water above
the lines you made, and fill two below the lines
you marked. Explain that the lines on each
glass represent the needs and righteous desires
of various families. For example, the needs of

a family with one child may be different from
the needs of a family with five children. Explain
that the water represents each family’s wealth
and resources. The glasses with water below the
line represent families that do not have enough
money or goods to support their needs.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 42:31 aloud, and
invite your student to follow along in his or her
scriptures. Then ask the following questions:

e For these Saints, what was the first step
in living the law of consecration? (To give
their substance—their money, goods, and
properties—to the bishop.)

e When we give to the poor, to whom are we
also giving? (The Lord.)

To represent Church members consecrating their
properties to the Church, pour all of the water in
the glasses back into the pitcher.
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Invite your student to read Doctrine and
Covenants 42:32 aloud, looking for the second
step in living the law of consecration. Then ask:

* What was the second step in living the law of
consecration? (Every family received from the
bishop a portion of the resources according to
what was needed.)

Explain that after giving, or consecrating, their
property to the Church, the families were given
property back according to their needs. This
portion became the family’s own property. The
families were stewards over the property, and
they were allowed to use it as they saw fit, but
they were accountable to God for its use.

Pour water from the pitcher, and fill each

glass to its line. Explain that under the law of
consecration, each family received according to
the family’s needs and righteous desires. These
decisions were made by the bishop and the head
of the family counseling together. The families
recognized that their ownership of the property
was a gift from the Lord, and as stewards over it,
they were accountable to use what they had been
given to help build the Lord’s kingdom.

Point out the water remaining in the pitcher. Invite
your student to read Doctrine and Covenants
42:33-35 aloud and look for what the “residue”
or remainder of the consecrated property was for.
Then ask the following questions:

* What did the Lord instruct the Saints to do
with the leftover property, or the “residue”?
(They were to use it to help the poor, finance
Church buildings, and help members who
were in need.)

* From what you learn in verse 34, what do you
think the pitcher represents? (The storehouse.)

Invite your student to read Doctrine and
Covenants 42:38 aloud and look for a truth that
would help individuals desire to live the law

of consecration, no matter their circumstances.
Then ask:

¢ What principle did the Lord teach regarding
doing good to others? (The response should be
something similar to the following principle:
As we do good unto others, we do it unto
the Lord. Consider asking your student to
mark this truth in his or her scriptures.)



* How might this truth have helped the Saints
be willing to consecrate their properties? How
can remembering this principle help you in
your life?

e When have you felt that you were serving the
Lord when you did something to help others?

Explain that although we are not
commanded to live the law of
consecration in the same manner
as the early Saints, the law is still
in force today. Read the following
statement from President
Spencer W. Kimball aloud, and ask your student
to listen for what it means for us today to live the
law of consecration: “Consecration is the giving
of one’s time, talents, and means to care for
those in need—whether spiritually or
temporally—and in building the Lord’s
kingdom” (“Welfare Services: The Gospel in
Action,” Ensign, Nov. 1977, 78).

You may want to encourage your student to
write this definition in the margin of his or her
scriptures near verse 30. After you have read the
statement from President Kimball, ask:

e What time, talents, and means do you have that
you could use to help those who are in need?

Share an experience about a time when you were
blessed by someone who gave up time, talents,
or means to help you. Share your testimony of
the importance of doing good to others. When
you are finished, be sure to thank your student
for participating in your lesson.

1. In your scripture study journal, write the name of the

person you taught, along with the date you completed
this assignment. Write a description of what you thought went
well in your teaching experience and what was difficult. In
addition, describe how you have felt blessed when you have lived
the principle that as we do good unto others, we do it unto
the Lord.

Doctrine and Covenants 42:43-55
The Lord gives counsel concerning death and healing

In Doctrine and Covenants 42:43-55 the Lord taught
about death and healing. He explained that death is
sweet unto those who die in Him but bitter to those who
do not. He also said that those who are sick should “be
nourished with all tenderness” (D&C 42:43) and receive

a priesthood blessing. Some will be healed through their
faith in Jesus Christ (see D&C 42:48).

Doctrine and Covenants 42:56—69

The Lord promises to reveal additional scripture and
revelation to Joseph Smith

In Doctrine and Covenants 42:56—-69, the Prophet
Joseph Smith learned that the Lord would continue
to give revelation as he continued to seek for it.
Read Doctrine and Covenants 42:61, and identify
a principle about receiving revelation. Our leaders
today lead and guide the Church by the principle

of continuing revelation.

2. In your scripture study journal, write an if-then
statement of a principle you learn from verse 61.

Doctrine and Covenants 42:70-87

Priesthood leaders receive instruction on dealing with
Church members who commit serious sin

Doctrine and Covenants 42:70-87 contains some basic
principles and laws governing Church discipline. Read
Doctrine and Covenants 42:78, and mark the Lord’s
commandment to every member of the Church.

Doctrine and Covenants 42:88-93

The Lord instructs the Saints on how to resolve
personal offenses

Think of a time when you have seen someone take
offense at the words or actions of another person.
Read Doctrine and Covenants 42:88-89, looking
for the Lord’s instructions on what we should do
if someone has offended us.

3. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. What is the first thing we should do if someone has
offended us?

b. Why do you think this approach might be helpful?

In Doctrine and Covenants 42:90-91 we learn

that some sins or offenses that are publically
known require an appropriate public confession or
chastisement. In Doctrine and Covenants 42:92-93
we learn the following principle: Offenses given in
private should be resolved in private.

4. In your scripture study journal, describe why you think
it is best that private offenses be resolved privately.
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It takes courage to approach someone who has
offended you. Pray for help from Heavenly Father as
you seek to appropriately resolve any bad feelings you
may have about others.

5. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

| have studied Doctrine and Covenants 42:30-93 and completed
this lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Doctrine and
Covenants 43-44

Introduction

As recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 43, in February
1831 the Lord instructed Church members about the
unique role of the prophet in receiving revelation for
the Church, as well as the need for the elders of the
Church to preach repentance in preparation for future
events. Doctrine and Covenants 44 contains the Lord’s
instructions for elders of the Church to assemble
together in a conference.

Doctrine and Covenants 43:1-7

The Lord declares that revelations and commandments
come only through His appointed prophet

Imagine two different people trying to lead you in
singing two different songs at the same time. Would
you be able to sing both songs simultaneously? How
would you choose which music leader to follow?

In February 1831, a recent convert in Kirtland,

Ohio, referred to as Mrs. Hubble, claimed to receive
revelations and commandments for the Church. Some
Church members were deceived by her claims. The
Prophet Joseph Smith inquired of the Lord concerning
Mrs. Hubble’s claims, and in response he received the

revelation now recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 43.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 43:1-5, looking for
who the Lord said would receive revelation for the
entire Church.
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These verses helped early Church members
understand that only the Prophet Joseph Smith

had the authority to receive commandments and
revelations for the entire Church. These verses also
help us to understand that only the President of
the Church will receive revelations for the entire
Church. You may want to write this doctrine in your
scriptures by Doctrine and Covenants 43:3—4 or in
your scripture study journal.

1. Answer the following question in your scripture study

journal: Why is it important to know that only the
President of the Church (or the First Presidency) will receive
revelations for the entire Church?

Just as Mrs. Hubble and others made false claims that
deceived some of the Saints in the early days of the
Church, there are pretenders or deceivers today who
promote false ideas. Read Doctrine and Covenants
43:5-7, and identify the pattern the Lord revealed to
help us not be deceived by individuals who promote
false ideas or claim to receive revelation for others but
do not have the authority to do so.

In the space provided, describe the pattern the Lord
revealed to protect us from being deceived today:

The following statement from President

Joseph Fielding Smith helps us understand

that to “come in at the gate” (D&C 43:7) is

to do something the proper and authorized

way: “The Lord would have us know that

he does all things in order, and whenever
he calls one to lead the Church, that one will come in at
the gate and be ordained by those who hold authority. It
has been so from the beginning and will continue so to
the end” (Church History and Modern Revelation, 2 vols.
[1953], 1:138).To “come in at the gate” is to enter by the
accepted and known way.

Doctrine and Covenants 43:8-16

The elders are commanded to assemble to instruct, edify,
and be sanctified

2. Make a list in your scripture study journal of the
various meetings you attend as a member of the Church.
Next to each meeting, write what you think its purpose is.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 43:8, and mark words
or phrases that teach the following principle: When
we assemble together, we are to instruct and edify
one another so we can learn how to act and direct
the Church. The commandment to edify each other



means we are to build up and strengthen each other
spiritually. The phrase “direct my church” in this
verse refers to the Church members being instructed
on how to perform their duties. Meetings are held
to help Church members keep their covenants and
magnify their callings, which means to perform the
responsibilities of their callings.

3. In your scripture study journal, write about an
experience in which you felt edified—built up and
strengthened spiritually—as you attended a Church meeting.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 43:9-11, and identify
what we are to do after we learn the Lord’s laws and
commandments. In verse 9, the phrase “be sanctified”

Action

]

Knowledge

means to be made holy, or
cleansed from the sins of
the world. One truth we
learn from verse 9 is that
we are to bind ourselves
to act on the truths we
learn. (You may want to
write this principle in
your scriptures.)

4. Answer the following questions in your scripture

study journal:

a. How does acting on what we learn in Church meetings help

us become sanctified?

b. What role do you think baptism and the sacrament have in

our becoming sanctified?

¢. When have you committed to act on what you learned in a
Church meeting and then followed through by doing it? How
were you blessed for doing so?

In Doctrine and Covenants 43:12-14, the Lord told
the Saints that they would receive the glories of His
kingdom if they would sustain His prophet.

Evaluating Our Lives

~\
When we take the time to
honestly evaluate how well
we are living a certain gospel
principle, we give the Holy
Ghost the opportunity to
help us realize what we are
doing well and how we can
improve. As you evaluate
yourself, try to seek the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit and be
completely honest.

Doctrine and
Covenants 43:17-35

God's servants are to
preach repentance in
preparation for the
Second Coming and
the Millennium

Think of an activity or
event that requires much
careful preparation, such
as a full-time mission,
sporting event, musical
production, teaching
assignment, or test.

How do you think a person would feel if he or she was
not prepared when the time came to participate in the
activity or event?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 43:17-22, looking for an
event that requires careful preparation.

The Lord instructed the elders to tell all nations to
prepare for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. From
what you learn in Doctrine and Covenants 43:20, fill in
the blanks with the appropriate words that complete
this principle: We need to repent and

ourselves for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 43:25-28, looking for
some of the ways in which the Lord calls all people to
repent and be saved. Why do you think the Lord uses
so many voices to warn us?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 43:29-31, looking
for what will happen after the Second Coming of
Jesus Christ.

You may want to mark the words or phrases that
teach that during the Millennium, Satan will
be bound and Jesus Christ will reign with His
people on the earth.

President George Q. Cannon of the First
Presidency explained how Satan will be
bound during the Millennium: “We talk
about Satan being bound. Satan will be
bound by the power of God; but he will
be bound also by the determination of the
people of God not to listen to him, not to be governed
by him” (Gospel Truth: Discourses and Writings of
President George Q. Cannon, sel. Jerreld L. Newquist,
2 vols. [1957-74], 1:86).

The Prophet Joseph Smith taught: “Christ and the
resurrected Saints will reign over the earth during the
thousand years. They will not probably dwell upon the
earth, but will visit it when they please, or when it is
necessary to govern it” (in History of the Church, 5:212).

5. Ponder specifically what you may need to do to

repent and prepare for the Second Coming of Jesus
Christ and the Millennium. Because of the personal nature of
this assignment, write Finished assignment 5 in your scripture
study journal when you have completed this assignment.
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Doctrine and Covenants 44
The Lord commands His servants to assemble together

In the Conference Center, in Salt Lake City, Utah,
and in other buildings throughout the world, Church
members gather every six months to hear the General
Authorities and other Church leaders speak.

In Doctrine and Covenants 44, the Lord directed
the elders of the Church to gather for a conference.
This would be the fourth general conference of the
Church and the first conference held in Kirtland,
Ohio. Study Doctrine and Covenants 44:1-4, looking
for reasons why the Lord commanded the Saints to
hold this conference.

Fill in the blanks in the following statements, using
what you have learned from these verses: The Lord
commanded the elders of His Church to
At the conference the Lord promised to

After the conference, the elders were to

As a result, many people would

As you conclude this lesson, think again about what
you will do to act on the principles you have learned.
The Lord will bless you as you act on these truths.

6. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

| have studied Doctrine and Covenants 43—44 and completed
this lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to
share with my teacher:
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Doctrine and
Covenants 45:1-15

Introduction

The Church continued to grow in Kirtland, Ohio,
and opposition to and false reports about the Church
also increased. The revelation found in Doctrine and
Covenants 45, received in March 1831, brought joy to
the Saints as they dealt with local prejudices. You will
study Doctrine and Covenants 45 in two lessons. In
the first part of this revelation, Jesus Christ testified
of His role as the Son of God. He also spoke of the
city of Enoch.

Doctrine and Covenants 45:1-5
Jesus Christ testifies of His role as the Son of God

Who do you go to for advice when you are faced with
a challenge or a difficult decision? What qualities does
that person have that give you the confidence to share
your feelings and listen to his or her counsel?

We are more likely to listen to someone who we feel
cares about us personally and who has had success in
the subject about which he or she is offering advice.
The revelation recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 45
came at a time when Latter-day Saints and others
were hearing and reading conflicting messages about
the Church. Read the section introduction of Doctrine
and Covenants 45 and look for what circumstances
the Saints were facing when the Lord gave them

this revelation.

Notice the word hearken in Doctrine and Covenants
45:1.You might want to mark it. To hearken to someone
means to listen attentively; it can also include both
listening and obeying. When we truly hearken to the
Lord, we will follow His counsel and commandments.
At the beginning of this revelation, the Lord made
declarations about some of His roles and about His
efforts to help us. As we read these declarations, we
can find reasons to hearken to His words. Watch for
the words hearken and listen in the verses studied in
today’s lesson.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 45:1, looking for what
Jesus Christ said about Himself. You may want to mark
what you find.



How does recognizing Jesus Christ as the Creator
of this earth to which we have been sent help us to
hearken to the things He says?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 45:2-3, and identify
additional reasons to hearken to the Savior. Notice
the sense of urgency in verse 2. We should listen to
the Savior while there is time to do what He says.

Doctrine and Covenants 45:3 teaches us that Jesus
Christ is our advocate with our Father in Heaven.
Notice the word is in Doctrine and Covenants 45:3. Do
you understand the difference between saying “Jesus
Christ will be our advocate” and “Jesus Christ is our
advocate”? The Savior not only pleads our cause at
the Final Judgment but stands as our Advocate every
day as we pray to Heavenly Father, repent, and seek to
have the Spirit with us. Ponder in what ways you need
Jesus Christ to be your Advocate in your everyday life.

To help you understand the word advocate and the
relationship of an advocate to an accused person, draw
a line matching the roles of persons on the left with
the correct meaning on right.

Defendant This person is believed to
have committed a crime.

Judge This person pleads the cause
of someone else.

Advocate This person hears

evidence and determines
consequences according
to law.

Imagine you are guilty of breaking a law and have
been brought to stand before a judge. How would you
feel? Why would you be grateful for an advocate to
plead your cause for you?

1. Read Doctrine and Covenants 45:4-5, looking for how

Jesus Christ fulfills His role as our Advocate and pleads
for our salvation. Then answer the following questions in your
scripture study journal:

a. Why is Jesus Christ qualified to be our Advocate?
b. What was the Savior asking Heavenly Father to consider?

Elder D. Todd Christofferson of the
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles testified
of the Savior’s interest in our current
situations as well as our Final Judgment:
“I am particularly gratified, and it is of
great significance to me, that I may at any
moment and in any circumstance approach through
prayer the throne of grace, that my Heavenly Father

will hear my petition, that my Advocate, him who did
no sin, whose blood was shed, will plead my cause.
(See D&C 45:3-5.) I rely heavily on that access to God,
which he gives to all his children, for he is indeed no
respecter of persons, and he that asks shall receive” (“I
Know in Whom I Have Trusted,” Ensign, May 1993, 83).

The way Jesus Christ pleads for us is different than an
advocate in a court representing man’s law because He
has already paid the penalty for sin.

2. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. How do you feel about Jesus Christ being your Advocate and not
only pleading your cause but paying the penalty for your sins?

b. What do you feel the Savior wants you to do to better come
unto Him and accept Him as your Advocate?

Doctrine and Covenants 45:6-10
The Savior invites all to come unto His everlasting covenant

Study Doctrine and Covenants 45:6-10, looking for
reasons the Savior gave for us to hearken to Him.

The Lord’s everlasting covenant spoken of in verses
9-10 is “the fulness of the gospel of Jesus Christ. . . .
It is everlasting in the sense that it is God’s covenant
and has been enjoyed in every gospel dispensation
where people have been willing to receive it” (Guide
to the Scriptures, “New and Everlasting Covenant,”
scriptures.lds.org).

Notice in Doctrine and Covenants 45:9 that Jesus
Christ sent His everlasting covenant “to be a light to
the world, and to be a standard for [His] people, . . .
and to be a messenger before [His] face to prepare the
way before [Him].”

3. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. What do you think it means to “come . . . unto” the
everlasting covenant (D&C 45:10)?

b. In what ways have you seen the gospel be a light or a
standard to others?

¢. In what way does the everlasting covenant, or the fulness
of the gospel of Jesus Christ, help prepare the way for the
Lord's coming?
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Doctrine and Covenants 45:11-15
The Savior speaks of Enoch and his people
Read Doctrine and Covenants 45:11, looking for what

the Lord will share with those who hearken to His voice.

The Lord said that some people call Him “the God of
Enoch” (D&C 45:11). Enoch was a great prophet who
lived before the time of Noah and the Flood. The earth
in Enoch’s day was covered in wickedness, just as it
will be at the time of the Savior’'s Second Coming,

but Enoch led a society of righteous people who lived
in a city called Zion. The inhabitants of Zion were
eventually “separated from the earth,” or taken into
heaven because of their righteousness (see D&C 45:12;
Moses 7:69).

Read Doctrine and Covenants 45:12, looking for what
the city of Zion is being reserved for.

Doctrine and Covenants 45:12-14 teaches us that the
Lord has received the people of the city of Zion unto
Himself and that He will reserve them “until a day of
righteousness shall come.” At that time Enoch and
his people will return to the earth to meet the Lord’s
people in the city of New Jerusalem, which will also
be called Zion (see Moses 7:62—64). All prophets have
looked forward to that day. Because of the wickedness
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of the people on the earth, that day has not yet come,
but the holy men who have looked forward to it will
someday see it.

4. Read Doctrine and Covenants 45:15. Then look back

through Doctrine and Covenants 45:1-14 and ponder
upon one of the Savior's roles or characteristics that helps you
to want to hearken to His voice. Explain in your scripture study
journal why that role or characteristic helps you desire to
hearken to the Savior's voice.

One principle we can learn from these opening
verses in Doctrine and Covenants 45 is that learning
about the Savior and what He has done for us
can increase our desire to hearken to His voice.
The Lord introduced Himself and invited the Saints
to hearken to His voice because of the importance
of the rest of Doctrine and Covenants 45.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 45:15-16, looking for
what the Lord said He would speak and prophesy
of. How can you prepare yourself to hearken to the
Lord’s words as you study the rest of Doctrine and
Covenants 45 in the next lesson?

5. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

| have studied Doctrine and Covenants 45:1-15 and completed
this lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

UNIT 11: DAY 2

Doctrine and
Covenants 45:16—75

Introduction

Throughout history, many people have had differing
opinions about the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.
This was true in March 1831 when the revelation

in Doctrine and Covenants 45 was received. In this
revelation the Lord gave details about certain events
and signs associated with His Second Coming,
including the establishment of the New Jerusalem
(or Zion). The Lord also directed the Prophet Joseph
Smith to begin working on a translation of the New
Testament, to prepare the Saints for things to come.



Doctrine and Covenants 45:16-46

The Savior reveals many signs and events that are to
precede His Second Coming

How do you know when a storm is approaching? Why
is it helpful to know what those signs are?

Those who know the signs of an approaching event can
be prepared for it. What signs are you aware of to alert
you that the following events are here or are coming?

e The last days
® The Second Coming of Jesus Christ

As shown in Doctrine and Covenants 45:16, people
during Jesus Christ’s mortal ministry, like those
during the time of Joseph Smith and today, were
interested in knowing more about the events leading
up to the Savior’s Second Coming. In Doctrine and
Covenants 45 the Lord described signs to alert us

of this approaching event. Many of the passages

in Doctrine and Covenants 45 are what the Lord
revealed to His disciples who lived with Him in

His mortal ministry (see Matthew 24).

1. To identify signs that the Savior said would precede

His Second Coming, write the following references in
your scripture study journal; write each reference on a separate
line and leave some space to write down the signs: D&C 45:18-
21, D&C 45:22-27,D&C 45:28-31, 33, D&C 45:40-43. Then
read the verses in each reference, looking for signs that precede
the Second Coming, and record the signs next to the reference.
If you choose to do so, draw pictures of what you read instead
of writing the signs.

Some of these signs of the Second Coming have
already occurred. For example, the temple in Jerusalem
was destroyed by the Romans in Ap. 70 (see D&C
45:18-21). The phrase “the times of the Gentiles” in
Doctrine and Covenants 45:25 refers to the time when
the gospel is offered primarily to the Gentiles, or those
of non-Jewish descent, which is the time that we live
in today.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 45:34, looking for how
the disciples during the Savior’s mortal ministry felt
when He told them these things. Why do you think
people today might feel similar feelings regarding the
signs of the Savior’s Second Coming?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 45:38, looking for what
we will know when we see the signs coming to pass.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 45:32, 39. As you study
these verses, identify what the followers of Jesus Christ
in our day will do to be ready for His Second Coming.
Look at verse 39, footnote a to learn of another word
for “feareth.”

Based upon what you have studied, what is the

Lord’s promise to those who stand in holy places and
reverence Him? Complete this principle: If we stand
in holy places and watch for the signs, we will

Often we think of “holy places” as Church sites,
like the temples or meetinghouses. As you read the
following statement, look for another way we stand
in holy places:

“’Holy places” may have more to do with how one lives
than where one lives. If we live worthy of the constant
companionship of the Holy Ghost, then we stand in a
holy place. . ..

“A holy place is any place where a person enjoys

the Spirit of God” (Doctrine and Covenants Student
Manual, 2nd ed. [Church Educational System manual,
2001], 196).

2. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. How can we live in the world today and yet still stand in
holy places?

b. How does a follower of Jesus Christ fear, or revere, Him on
a daily basis? Describe a person you know who does this.

Doctrine and Covenants 45:47-59

The Savior reveals signs and wonders that will attend
His appearance to the Jews

When Jesus Christ returns He will make some
appearances to specific groups. He will then appear
in great power, majesty, and glory, in such a manner
that all the world will see Him. During one of His
appearances, He will stand on the Mount of Olives
in Jerusalem as the Jews are being attacked. Read
Doctrine and Covenants 45:48, looking for what will
happen to this mount and the earth when the Savior
stands upon it.
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Complete the following chart by reading the verses
and answering the questions in your own words:

D&C 45:49-50: What will
happen to the nations of the
earth at the Second Coming?

D&C 45:51-53: Why will
the Jews weep when the
Lord returns?

If you are not familiar with the parable of the

ten virgins, read Matthew 25:1-13. In what ways
were five of the virgins wise? Read Doctrine and
Covenants 45:56-57, looking for how to be wise
in your preparation for Second Coming. Consider
marking what you find.

Write an “If-Then” principle explaining what we must
do to be wise and prepare for the Second Coming:

Elder Dallin H. Oaks of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles spoke about this parable and what the ten
virgins represent: “The arithmetic of this parable is
chilling. The ten virgins obviously represent members
of Christ’s Church, for all were invited to the wedding
feast and all knew what was required to be admitted
when the bridegroom came. But only half were ready
when he came” (“Preparation for the Second Coming,”
Ensign or Liahona, May 2004, 8).
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President Spencer W. Kimball used the
parable of the ten virgins to teach about
how we can be ready for the Savior’s
Second Coming:

“I believe that the Ten Virgins represent
the people of the Church of Jesus Christ and not the
rank and file of the world. All of the virgins, wise and
foolish, had accepted the invitation to the wedding
supper; they had knowledge of the program and had
been warned of the important day to come. . . .

“At midnight! Precisely at the darkest hour, when least
expected, the bridegroom came. When the world is full
of tribulation and help is needed, but it seems the time
must be past and hope is vain, then Christ will come.
The midnights of life are the times when heaven comes
to offer its joy for man’s weariness. But when the cry
sounds, there is no time for preparation. . . .

“The foolish asked the others to share their oil, but
spiritual preparedness cannot be shared in an instant.
The wise had to go, else the bridegroom would

have gone unwelcomed. They needed all their oil

for themselves; they could not save the foolish. The
responsibility was each for himself.

“This was not selfishness or unkindness. The kind

of oil that is needed to illuminate the way and light
up the darkness is not shareable. How can one share
obedience to the principle of tithing; a mind at peace
from righteous living; an accumulation of knowledge?
How can one share faith or testimony? How can

one share attitudes or chastity, or the experience of a
mission? How can one share temple privileges? Each
must obtain that kind of oil for himself.

“The foolish virgins were not averse to buying oil. They
knew they should have oil. They merely procrastinated,
not knowing when the bridegroom would come.

“In the parable, oil can be purchased at the market. In
our lives the oil of preparedness is accumulated drop
by drop in righteous living. Attendance at sacrament
meetings adds oil to our lamps, drop by drop over the
years. Fasting, family prayer, home teaching, control
of bodily appetites, preaching the gospel, studying the
scriptures—each act of dedication and obedience is a
drop added to our store. Deeds of kindness, payment
of offerings and tithes, chaste thoughts and actions,
marriage in the covenant for eternity—these, too,
contribute importantly to the oil with which we can
at midnight refuel our exhausted lamps” (Faith Precedes
the Miracle [1972], 253-56).



3. Answer the following question in your scripture study

journal: How are you preparing for the Second Coming of
Jesus Christ by receiving the truth and taking the Holy Spirit as
your guide?

President Boyd K. Packer, President of the
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, testified
of the importance of having the Spirit in
troubled times:

“We live in troubled times—very troubled
times. We hope, we pray, for better days. But that is
not to be. The prophecies tell us that. We will not as
a people, as families, or as individuals be exempt from
the trials to come. . ..

“We need not live in fear of the future. We have every
reason to rejoice and little reason to fear. If we follow

the promptings of the Spirit, we will be safe, whatever
the future holds. We will be shown what to do” (“The
Cloven Tongues of Fire,” Ensign, May 2000, 8).

Doctrine and Covenants 45:60-61

The Lord directs the Prophet Joseph Smith to begin his
translation of the New Testament

Read or quote the eighth article of faith. What does the
phrase “as far as it is translated correctly” suggest about
the Bible? Joseph Smith turned to passages in the Bible
when he sought to know about which church to join.
He loved the Bible and found great consolation from
its words. However, as he studied it, he noticed errors
and contradictions and felt that some information

was missing or incomplete, and he explained, “It was
apparent that many important points touching the
salvation of man had been taken from the Bible, or

lost before it was compiled” (Teachings of Presidents
of the Church: Joseph Smith [2007], 217; see also Bible
Dictionary, “Bible”).

He also said: “I believe the Bible as it read when it came
from the pen of the original writers. Ignorant translators,
careless transcribers, or designing and corrupt priests
have committed many errors” (Teachings: Joseph

Smith, 207; see also 1 Nephi 13:25-29).

Around the fall of 1830, the Lord commanded

the Prophet Joseph Smith to translate the Bible.

This “translation” was not from one language to
another, nor did the Prophet have an original biblical
manuscript to work from. Instead, he would read and
study passages from the King James version of the
Bible and make corrections and additions as inspired
by the Spirit. With its inspired revisions, the Joseph
Smith Translation (JST) has blessed the world by
clarifying doctrinal content in the Bible, especially
concerning the mission of Jesus Christ and the
nature of God.

When the revelation in Doctrine and Covenants 45 was
given on March 7, 1831, Joseph Smith was working on
his inspired revision of the Old Testament. The day after
Joseph received this revelation, he starting translating
the New Testament. Read Doctrine and Covenants
45:60-61 to discover why.

Doctrine and Covenants 45:62—-64
The Saints are forewarned to gather into western countries

The Lord directed the early Saints to move westward,
“out from the eastern lands” (D&C 45:64). Look at the
following map to visualize this area.
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MISSOURI

"—

NEW YORK
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PENNSYLVANIA

e Kirtland
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Read Doctrine and Covenants 45:62—64 to identify a
reason why the Lord commanded His Saints to gather
toward “the western countries” (D&C 45:64).

What did the Lord say was “even at your doors” (D&C
45:63)?

Ponder what you think the imagery of “even at your
doors” means.

In 1831 the western border of the United States
extended to the western edge of Missouri. The Lord
would later guide the Saints even farther west—to
a place now known as Utah. As the Saints obeyed
the Lord’s counsel, they were guided away from the
calamities connected with the Civil War in America
(1861-65).

Doctrine and Covenants 45:65-75
The Lord describes the New Jerusalem (Zion)

If you could live anywhere, where would you want to
live? Why?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 45:65-67, looking for
the name of the Saints’ land of inheritance and reasons
why it would be a desirable place for them to live.

4. In your scripture study journal, list the reasons why the
New Jerusalem would be a place you would like to live.

These verses teach that the New Jerusalem will be a
place of peace and safety, and the glory of the Lord
will be there. In Doctrine and Covenants 45:67, notice
what will be there in addition to the glory of the Lord.
What did the Lord say was a result of having “the
terror of the Lord” also present there?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 45:68-71, looking for
who will gather to the New Jerusalem (Zion).

5. In your scripture study journal, finish this statement:
Because of what | have learned today, | will prepare for
things to come by . . .

6. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

| have studied Doctrine and Covenants 45:16—75 and completed
this lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:
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Doctrine and
Covenants 46

Introduction

The revelation in Doctrine and Covenants 46 was
received on March 8, 1831—nearly one year after
the Church was organized. In this revelation the
Lord reminded the Saints that Church meetings are
to be conducted by the Spirit, and He emphasized
that people who are not members of the Church are
not to be cast out of public meetings. The Lord also
explained the purposes of the gifts of the Spirit.

Doctrine and Covenants 46:1-6

The Lord instructs the Saints concerning their
Church meetings

Imagine you were asked to plan an entire sacrament
meeting. How would you choose the music, who
would pray, the topics of the talks, who would give
the talks, and in what order the talks would be given?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 46:1-2, looking for the
instruction the Lord gave about how meetings are to
be conducted. The word conduct in verse 2 includes
both planning and directing Church meetings.

1. In your scripture study journal, describe what you think
a meeting is like when it is “directed and guided by the
Holy Spirit.”

2. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. What might Church leaders and members need to do in
order for a Church meeting to be directed and guided by
the Holy Ghost?

b. What can you do to contribute to the influence of the Spirit
in Church meetings?

Mark the words or phrases in Doctrine and
Covenants 46:2 that teach the following principle:
Church leaders are to be guided by the Holy
Spirit as they conduct meetings.



Think about some of the places where you have seen
the phrase “Visitors Welcome” posted. Read the
section introduction to Doctrine and Covenants 46,
looking for who the early Saints admitted into their
meetings. Then read Doctrine and Covenants 46:3-6
to find phrases and words that show the Lord has
commanded us to welcome all people to our
public meetings. You may already know that the
phrase “Visitors Welcome” is posted on our Church
meetinghouses.

Ponder the following situation: A young woman visits
anew ward with her family for the first time. After
sacrament meeting, a ward member greets the family
and shows them where to go for Sunday School. He
takes the young woman to her class and introduces her
to the teacher. The young men and young women in the
class briefly acknowledge the young woman and then
proceed to visit amongst themselves, ignoring her.

How could this situation be different if the members of
the Sunday School class understood the commandment
to welcome all to our public meetings?

3. In your scripture study journal, list a few ways in which

you can help those who are not members of the Church,
members who have not been to church for a while, new members
of your ward or branch, and visitors feel welcome.

Some of the ways you listed may be difficult for you to
do, but think of times when you attended a meeting
or activity in a different ward or branch of the Church.
What did other Church members do or what would
you have liked them to do to help you feel welcome?
Think and pray about how you can help others feel
more welcome at Church meetings and activities.

Doctrine and Covenants 46:7-33
The Lord explains the purpose of gifts of the Spirit

What does it mean to be deceived? Can you think of a
time when you felt you were deceived? What can we
do to avoid being deceived?

When the Prophet Joseph Smith arrived in Ohio, he
witnessed strange and fanatical behavior in some
Church members; for example, some claimed to be
under the influence of the Spirit but were manifesting
behaviors not consistent with the Holy Ghost. Leaders
and other members were suspicious that the behaviors

were brought on by an evil influence. Study Doctrine
and Covenants 46:7-8, looking for what the Lord
counseled His people to do so they would not be
deceived by false spirits or false doctrines.

4. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. According to Doctrine and Covenants 46:7—8, what helps us
avoid being deceived?

b. Why do you think that could help a person not be deceived?

Doctrine and Covenants 46:7 teaches the following
principle: When we follow the directions of the
Spirit in all holiness and do all things with prayer
and thanksgiving, we can avoid being deceived.

You may want to mark in Doctrine and Covenants 46:8
what the Lord said we should earnestly seek.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 46:9-12, 26, looking for
what the Lord wants us to understand about the gifts
of the Spirit. (You may want to mark what you find.)
Based on what you learned from these verses, complete
the following principle: If we earnestly seek the best
gifts,

5. In your scripture study journal, write why you think it is

important that we seek spiritual gifts for the benefit of
the children of God rather than for selfish purposes. Then answer
the following question: According to Doctrine and Covenants
46:11-12, why are the spiritual gifts of each person important
to the Church? (see also 1 Corinthians 12).

Though our gifts might vary, the Lord’s Church needs
them all. Everyone has a role and responsibility in the
building of the kingdom of God on the earth. Study
the list of spiritual gifts the Lord gave in Doctrine
and Covenants 46:13-27.You may want to mark each
of them.

To help you understand some of these gifts of the Spirit
better, match the gift listed in the following chart with
the explanation that best fits it. (Answers can be found
at the end of the lesson.)
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Gift Explanation

1. The gift "to know
the differences of
administration”

a. This gift is commonly
manifest in missionaries
who are able to learn and

(D&C 46:13) understand languages
quickly.
___ 2. The gift “to know b. This gift allows a

the diversities of
operations”
(D&C 46:16)

person to recognize

or understand true
intentions and hidden
motivations. It helps a
person to detect hidden
evils and to see the good
in others.

3. The gift of “the ¢. This gift is often manifest
discerning of spirits” in leaders who recognize

(D&C 46:23) how others' gifts, though
different from each other,
can be helpful in various
positions of service.

___ 4. The gift “to speak d. This gift is manifest in

with tongues” and
“the interpretation
of tongues”

(D&C 46:24-25)

a person'’s ability to see
the differences between
authentic gifts or
workings of the Spirit and
false spirits, doctrines, or
commandments.

The list of the gifts of the Spirit identified in Doctrine
and Covenants 46 are only a few of the gifts that are
available. Elder Bruce R. McConkie of the Quorum

of the Twelve Apostles explained: “Spiritual gifts are
endless in number and infinite in variety. Those listed
in the revealed word are simply illustrations of the
boundless outpouring of divine grace that a gracious
God gives those who love and serve him” (A New
Witness for the Articles of Faith [1985], 371).

Can you think of spiritual gifts you have seen or
can identify that are not mentioned in Doctrine and
Covenants 46?

If you have received your patriarchal blessing, the Lord
may have listed some of the gifts He has given you.
You may also experience spiritual gifts as you serve
Heavenly Father and His children in various Church
callings. Doctrine and Covenants 46 teaches that those
called to “watch over the Church” are given the gift to

judge which spiritual gifts are of God (see D&C 46:27).
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You can have faith in your bishop’s ability to discern
your gifts and where you might be able to best serve
and bless others in the Church, even when those gifts
might not yet be known to you.

It may be helpful to understand more
about the gift of tongues. The Prophet
Joseph Smith taught the following about
this gift of the Spirit:

“[The gift of tongues was] given for the
purpose of preaching among those whose language is
not understood; as on the day of Pentecost, etc., and it
is not necessary for tongues to be taught to the Church
particularly, for any man that has the Holy Ghost, can
speak of the things of God in his own tongue as well
as to speak in another; for faith comes not by signs, but
by hearing the word of God” (Teachings of Presidents of
the Church: Joseph Smith [2007], 383—84).

“If anything is taught by the gift of tongues, it is not to
be received for doctrine” (Teachings: Joseph Smith, 384).

“Speak not in the gift of tongues without
understanding it, or without interpretation. The

devil can speak in tongues; the adversary will come
with his work; he can tempt all classes; can speak in
English or Dutch. Let no one speak in tongues unless
he interpret, except by the consent of the one who is
placed to preside; then he may discern or interpret, or
another may” (Teachings: Joseph Smith, 384).

Elder Bruce R. McConkie of the Quorum of the
Twelve Apostles explained: “Tongues and their
interpretation are given for special purposes under
special circumstances. There are a host of gifts that
are far more important and in the use of which there
is less chance for deception. The gifts of exhortation,
of preaching, of expounding doctrine, of teaching
the gospel—though not nearly so dramatic—are far
greater and of more value than tongues” (Mormon
Doctrine, 2nd ed. [1966], 800).

Ponder for a moment about how the gifts of the Spirit
have benefited you. Also think about how you can seek
for and use your gifts to bless the children of God.

The Lord concluded this revelation by instructing His
followers on what they must do. Read Doctrine and
Covenants 46:31-33, looking for what He taught.



[ Scripture Mastery—Doctrine and
Covenants 46:33

Spend a few minutes memorizing Doctrine and
Covenants 46:33. If possible, recite it to a family
member or friend.

6. In your scripture study journal, list a number of ways

you can “practice virtue and holiness.” As you write your
list, choose two or three sections from the For the Strength of
Youth booklet and use them to help you add to your list. Write a
goal about how you plan to practice virtue and holiness before
the Lord.

7. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

| have studied Doctrine and Covenants 46 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Answers to the matching assignment: 1) ¢, 2) d, 3) b, 4) a.

Doctrine and
Covenants 4/—48

Introduction

In March 1831, the Prophet Joseph Smith received
the revelations recorded in Doctrine and Covenants
47 and 48. In Doctrine and Covenants 47, the Lord
appointed John Whitmer to replace Oliver Cowdery
as Church historian and recorder. In Doctrine and
Covenants 48, the Lord instructed the Saints in Ohio
to help those Church members coming from New York.
The Lord also directed Church members to prepare
to purchase land for the building of the city of Zion
in Missouri.

Doctrine and Covenants 47

The Lord appoints John Whitmer to keep a recorded history
of the Church

Think of a past event with spiritual significance that
you participated in and feel is worth remembering (for
example: a temple dedication, a Church meeting, or a
family activity like a wedding or funeral).

If possible, tell a family member about this event
and share your answers to the following questions.
(If a family member is not available, simply ponder
these questions.)

¢ What impressed you most about this event?
e What value is there in remembering this event?

* How could knowledge of this event bless your
posterity 100 years from now?

Read the section introduction to Doctrine and
Covenants 47 and verses 1-3 of this section to discover
what the Lord called John Whitmer to do. Why do you
think it is important for someone to write the history of
the Church?

John Whitmer copied revelations Joseph Smith had previously
received into a book now known as Revelation Book I. This book
contains many of the earliest transcripts of these revelations.

Think of an event from Church history that is inspiring
to you. How did you learn about that event?

We know about past events in Church history because
someone made and kept records of them to be
preserved for our day and future generations. Recall
that in a previous revelation the Lord said, “There
shall be a record kept among you” (D&C 21:1).
There is a historian and recorder today in the Church
who is appointed by the First Presidency. However,
the historian cannot observe and record everything
happening in the Church, so he is instructed to
collect histories from others. In a general sense, the
experiences of Church members are part of the history
of the Church and can influence future generations.

Elder Marlin K. Jensen of the Seventy, who served as
Church historian and recorder from 2005-12, taught,
“Many of the Church’s greatest stories are contained
in personal and family histories, and these are a part
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of our individual and family heritages” (“There Shall
Be a Record Kept amongYou,” Ensign or Liahona,
Dec. 2007, 31).

1. Answer the following question in your scripture study
journal: Why does your personal history matter?

2. Think about spiritually significant events in your life

that you feel are worth remembering. Imagine that your
children and grandchildren are going to read your personal
account of one of these events. In your scripture study journal,
tell what the event was and answer the following questions:

a. What part of the event would you write about?

b. What would you want your descendants to feel and know
about the event?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 47:4 to learn what
the Lord promised John Whitmer would be given
in his efforts “to keep the church record and history
continually” (D&C 47:3).

Based on what you read in Doctrine and Covenants
47:4, complete the following principle: If we
the Spirit can help us

The Holy Ghost can bring things to our remembrance
(see John 14:26) and help us write about events and
situations in ways that will bless family members and
others in future generations. Pray for and live worthy
of the help of the Spirit as you make an effort to keep
a personal history.

Ponder other ways you can improve in your efforts to
keep a personal journal or write a personal history of
significant events, ordinances, and people in your life.

Doctrine and Covenants 48

The Saints in Ohio are to assist those coming from New
York and prepare for their inheritance in Zion

Imagine that Church members in a distant area were
recently affected by a natural disaster and had to be
evacuated from their homes. Church leaders have
asked you and your family to house some of the
displaced people for several months. What questions
and concerns would you and your family have? What
concerns and feelings do you think those moving into
your home would have?

Look at Church history map 3 in your scriptures:

“The New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio Area of the
USA.” Locate Palmyra, New York, and Kirtland, Ohio.
Approximately how many miles or kilometers separate
these cities?
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In February 1831, the
Prophet Joseph Smith
moved from Palmyra,
New York, to Kirtland,
Ohio. Many Church
members followed
during the next few
months. These members
had left many earthly
goods and resources to
follow God’s command

Visualizing

N\
Look for descriptive details
that can help you create a
mental picture as you read.
Imagine being present at
certain events. Visualizing can
help strengthen your testi-
mony of the reality of what
you read in the scriptures. Try

this skill with Doctrine and
Covenants 48. For example,
imagine how difficult it
would have been to travel the
distance from Palmyra, New
York, to Kirtland, Ohio, during
the winter of 1831. How
would you feel about moving
to a strange city where you
did not have a place to live?

and come to Ohio, and
they were in need of
assistance. What do you
think the Lord might
require of you if you
were living in Ohio and
witnessed some of these
Saints moving into your
area with no home and
very little means to live?

Read Doctrine and

Covenants 48:1-3 to

discover what the Lord told Church members in Ohio
to do for Church members moving into the region.
One principle we learn from these verses is that the
Lord commands Latter-day Saints to share what
they have with those in need.You may wish to write
this principle next to verse 2.

Notice in Doctrine and Covenants 48:3 that the Lord
expected those with resources and means who were
moving to Ohio to purchase land there. Likewise, the
Lord expects us to use our resources when we have
them and not rely on others to provide for us.

3. Answer the following question in your scripture study
journal: What are some ways we can share what we have
with others in the Church today?

Consider how a young man fulfilled the commandment
to impart to those in need as you read the following
account told by President James E. Faust of the First
Presidency:

“Some years ago a priests quorum decided

to gather food for the needy as a service

project. Jim, one of the priests, was excited

to participate and was determined to

collect more food than anyone else. The

time arrived when the priests met at the
chapel. They all went out at the same time and returned
at a specified time later in the evening. To everyone’s



surprise, Jim’s cart was empty. He seemed rather
[quiet], and some of the boys made fun of him. Seeing
this and knowing that Jim had an interest in cars, the
adviser said, ‘Come outside, Jim. I want you to look at
my car. It's giving me some trouble.’

“When they got outside, the adviser asked Jim if he was
upset. Jim said, ‘No, not really. But when I went out to
collect the food, I really got a lot. My cart was full. As

I was returning to the chapel, I stopped at the home

of a nonmember woman who is divorced and lives
within our ward boundaries. I knocked on the door
and explained what we were doing, and she invited
me in. She began to look for something to give me.
She opened the refrigerator, and I could see there was
hardly anything in it. The cupboards were bare. Finally,
she found a small can of peaches.

“’I could hardly believe it. There were all these little
kids running around that needed to be fed, and she
handed me this can of peaches. I took it and put it
in my cart and went on up the street. I got about
halfway up the block when I just felt warm all over
and knew I needed to go back to that house. I gave
her all the food.”

“The adviser said, ‘Jim, don't you ever forget the

way you feel tonight, because that’s what it is all

about’” (“Spiritual Nutrients,” Ensign or Liahona,
Oct. 2006, 54).

4. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. What do you think was happening to Jim when he felt that
he should go back?

b. When the adviser said that the way Jim felt was “what it is
all about,” what do you think he meant?

5. Identify one way you can help meet the needs of

someone else, perhaps by sharing what you have. For
example, you could help a family member, a friend, someone in
one of your Church classes or quorum, or someone in your
neighborhood or school. In your scripture study journal, write
down what you will do to help the person you thought of, and
then follow through with your plan.

In Doctrine and Covenants 48:4—6 the Lord explained
that He wanted the Saints to prepare to purchase land
when He would reveal the location of the city of Zion,
or New Jerusalem. The Lord asked them to save all

of the money they could in preparation for laying the
foundation of this city.

6. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 47-48 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Doctrine and
Covenants 49

Introduction

Leman Copley, who was a recent convert to the
Church, wanted missionaries to preach the gospel

to members of his former religious group, the
Shakers. However, he continued to hold on to

some of the false beliefs of that religion. Concerned
about Leman’s lingering beliefs, the Prophet Joseph
Smith inquired of the Lord, and on May 7, 1831,

he received the revelation that is now recorded in
Doctrine and Covenants 49. In this revelation the
Lord commanded Sidney Rigdon and Parley P. Pratt to
accompany Leman to preach the gospel to the Shaker
community. The Lord also clarified doctrines that the
Shakers misunderstood, including the nature of the
Second Coming of Christ, the need for baptism, the
importance of marriage and family, and the use of
animals for food.

Doctrine and Covenants 49:1-4

The Lord calls Sidney Rigdon, Parley P. Pratt, and Leman
Copley to preach to the Shakers

Have you ever seen a
monkey trap? One way
to catch a monkey is to
place an object, such as
a nut or a piece of food,
in a container with a
hole just large enough
for a monkey to put its
hand in. The container is secured by a rope or cable so
the monkey cannot run away with the trap. When the
monkey reaches in and grasps the object, it is unable to
remove its hand because its fist is bigger than the hole.
In their determination to hold on to the object, some
monkeys will allow themselves to be caught.
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Read the section introduction to Doctrine and
Covenants 49, looking for ways the situation described
is like a monkey trap. What were some of the false
beliefs that Leman Copley would not give up?

1. Write Shakers’ Beliefs in your scripture study journal.

Then list the four beliefs of the Shakers that are
mentioned in the section introduction. You also might want to
mark them in your scriptures.

Members of the United Society of Believers in Christ’s
Second Appearing were commonly called Shakers
because of their manner of worship, which involved
shaking their bodies as they sang, danced, and clapped
their hands to music.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 49:1-4, looking for
what the Lord revealed about the Shakers’ beliefs. In
verse 2, you may want to mark what the Lord said the
Shakers desired.

2. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. What do you think it means to “desire to know the truth
in part, but not all” (D&C 49:2)?

b. What is an example of how a member of the Church
might accept some truths or standards of the gospel
but ignore others?

What word would you put in the blank to complete the
following principle taught in Doctrine and Covenants

49:2? Being right before the Lord includes desiring
to receive of the truth He has revealed.

You might want to write this principle in your
scriptures next to verse 2. Ponder the blessings a
person might miss by choosing to accept only part
of the truth.

You may be able to think of some traps that members
of the Church get caught in. Some members might
accept some teachings or standards but not all of them,
while other members might hold on to attitudes that
keep them from being “right before [the Lord]” (D&C
49:2). For example, a person might go to church on
Sunday but then use the rest of the day for activities
that break the Sabbath. Another person might read

the scriptures and pray for the Spirit and then listen

to music that drives the Holy Ghost away.

Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin of the Quorum
of the Twelve Apostles taught:

“Satan is the master of deception and the
father of all lies. Only by exercising faith
in the Savior and his atoning sacrifice and
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keeping all the commandments are you protected from
Satan’s incessant, insidious efforts to lead you carefully
into his power.

“You cannot approach the gospel as you would a buffet
or smorgasbord, choosing here a little and there a little.
You must sit down to the whole feast and live the Lord’s
loving commandments in their fullness.

“You have been taught the commandments. You know
what to do: pray, study the scriptures, fast, pay your
tithes and offerings, attend your meetings, partake
of the sacrament, magnify your callings and serve
others, sustain your Church leaders, make and keep
sacred covenants, share the gospel, be honest, true,
chaste, benevolent, and virtuous” (“It’s Your Choice,”
New Era, Feb. 1998, 4).

3. In your scripture study journal, explain the danger
of accepting some commandments or standards
while holding on to false beliefs or practices. How is this
a spiritual “trap"?

Consider what you might need to let go of in order
to receive all of the blessings Heavenly Father intends
for you.You may want to write a goal to let go of
something that is keeping you from being right
before the Lord.

Doctrine and Covenants 49:5-28

The Lord corrects some false doctrines of the Shakers
and commands His servants to invite them to repent
and be baptized

The Lord commanded Leman Copley, Sidney Rigdon,
and Parley P. Pratt to preach the gospel to the Shakers
(see D&C 49:1-4). Leman Copley had been hoping
that some of the elders would preach to the members
of his former church.

Can you imagine telling a group of people that some
of their beliefs are false and then teaching them the
correct gospel principles? When Parley P. Pratt, Sidney
Rigdon, and Leman Copley visited the Shakers,

they took a copy of the revelation in Doctrine and
Covenants 49 and read it to them.

Study each scripture passage in the left column of the
following chart, and then match it with the principle
it teaches in the right column. Then consider the
accompanying questions.



_ 1. D&C49:5-8

a. No one knows when

the Second Coming
will occur.

__ 2. D&C49:11-14

. If we know the signs of

the Second Coming, we
will not be deceived

by false claims. Why is
it important for us to be
aware of the signs of the
Lord's Second Coming?

3. D&C49:15-17

. Jesus Christ has

commanded His
servants to call upon
people to believe

in Him, repent, be
baptized, and receive
the gift of the Holy
Ghost. Why are you
grateful that you have
been baptized and that
you have received the
gift of the Holy Ghost?
Why do you look forward
to helping other people
receive these ordinances?

__ 4. D&C49:18-21

. The Lord has provided

the animals of the earth
for our use. Why do

you think the Lord is not
pleased with those who
kill animals needlessly?

5. D&C49:22-25

. Marriage between a

man and a woman is
ordained of God, and
husbands and wives
are commanded to

be one and to have
children. (The phrase
“that the earth might
answer the end of its
creation; . . . that it might
be filled with the measure
of man” indicates one

of the purposes of the
earth’s creation.) What
purposes does marriage
between a man and a
woman fulfill in Heavenly
Father's plan?

The First Presidency and the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles have taught: “The first commandment
that God gave to Adam and Eve pertained to their
potential for parenthood as husband and wife. We
declare that God’s commandment for His children
to multiply and replenish the earth remains in force.
We further declare that God has commanded that
the sacred powers of procreation are to be employed
only between man and woman, lawfully wedded as
husband and wife” (“The Family: A Proclamation to
the World,” Ensign, Nov. 2010, 129).

4. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. Why do you think Satan attempts to destroy marriages? Why
does he try to convince people that they should not marry?

b. Why is marriage between a man and a woman important to
the Lord's plan? How does same-gender marriage frustrate
the Lord’s plan?

¢. What can you do now to prepare for celestial marriage?

Think about the monkey trap. Ponder the principle that
we need to accept all of the Lord’s teachings in order
to be right before Him. Then read the Lord’s counsel
and promises in Doctrine and Covenants 49:26-28.
As you read these verses, imagine that the Lord is
speaking directly to you about your efforts to be right
before Him. Consider how His counsel and promises

apply to you.

5. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

| have studied Doctrine and Covenants 49 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Answers to the matching assignment: 1) a, 2) ¢, 3) e, 4) d, 5) b.
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Doctrine and
Covenants 50

Introduction

When the Prophet Joseph Smith arrived in Kirtland,
Ohio, he observed that “some strange notions and
false spirits had crept in among” some of the Saints.
He began teaching with “caution and . . . wisdom”
to overcome these things (see History of the Church,
1:146). Elder Parley P. Pratt returned from a mission
and observed similar behavior in branches of the
Church outside of Kirtland. He and other elders
went to Joseph to receive guidance (see History of
the Church, 1:170). In May 1831, the Prophet inquired
of the Lord and received the revelation recorded in
Doctrine and Covenants 50. In this revelation the Lord
instructed the Saints to teach and receive the gospel
by the Spirit of truth.

Doctrine and Covenants 50:1-9
The Lord warns elders of the Church about false spirits

Do you know what it means to edify someone? It
means to build someone up—especially to strengthen
someone spiritually or emotionally or to instruct and
enlighten someone. Can you think of a time when you
felt edified as someone taught you gospel principles?
When have you felt that you helped edify others?

Recall the introduction to this lesson. New members
of the Church in the Kirtland area had introduced
strange, loud, and confusing activities into their
worship services. These activities stirred people’s
emotions, but they were not edifying.

The Prophet Joseph Smith wrote about some of the
effects of following false spirits: “Soon after the Gospel
was established in Kirtland, and during the absence of
the authorities of the Church, many false spirits were
introduced, many strange visions were seen, and wild,
enthusiastic notions were entertained; men ran out of
doors under the influence of this spirit, and some of
them got upon the stumps of trees and shouted, and
all kinds of extravagances were entered into by them;
one man pursued a ball that he said he saw flying in
the air, until he came to a precipice, when he jumped
into the top of a tree, which saved his life; and many
ridiculous things were entered into, calculated to bring
disgrace upon the Church of God, to cause the Spirit
of God to be withdrawn, and to uproot and destroy
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those glorious principles which had been developed
for the salvation of the human family” (in History of
the Church, 4:580).

Some of the elders of the Church did not understand
what was happening, so they asked Joseph Smith
for counsel. He inquired of the Lord and received

a revelation that would help the Saints edify one
another as they taught and learned gospel truths.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 50:1-3, looking for the
influence that was leading the Saints to act in ways
that were not edifying. According to verse 3, why did
Satan want to deceive the Saints?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 50:4-9, looking for the
Lord’s warning about some people among the Church
members in Ohio. A hypocrite is a person whose
actions do not match his or her stated beliefs or who
pretends to be virtuous but is not (see Matthew 6:2,
footnote 24a). In Doctrine and Covenants 50:6, 8, mark
what the Lord said would happen to them.

Doctrine and Covenants 50:10-36
The Lord declares that we must teach and learn by the Spirit

1. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. What is required to be an effective teacher of the gospel?
b. What is required to be an effective learner of the gospel?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 50:13-20, looking for
answers to these questions. Consider marking what
you find in your scriptures and adding it to the list
in your scripture study journal. Notice how much
the Lord emphasized the need for the Holy Spirit in
teaching and learning the gospel.

2. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. What roles of the Holy Ghost are mentioned in Doctrine and
Covenants 50:14?

b. What do you think it means to teach the gospel “by the
Spirit” (D&C 50:14)? What do you think it means to teach it
by “some other way” (D&C 50:17)?

¢. What do you think it means to “receive [the word of truth] by
the Spirit of truth” (D&C 50:19)? What do you think it means
to receive it by “some other way"” (D&C 50:19)?

Look through the scripture references listed in the
Topical Guide for “Holy Ghost, Mission of.” Identify
passages that help you understand what it means

to teach and receive (be taught) truth by the Spirit
of truth.



Circle any of the following settings in which you have
had an opportunity to teach or testify of the gospel:

Family home
evening

With friends

Seminary

Church meeting

Home teaching

When you have an opportunity to teach the gospel,
how does your understanding of the Holy Ghost affect
the way you prepare and teach?

Circle any of the following settings in which you have

been a student:

Family home
evening

With friends

Seminary

Church meeting

Home teaching
visit

In conversations
at home

3. Choose one of the settings you circled in the

preceding lists in which you either taught or were taught
by the Spirit. Write about this experience in your scripture study
journal, and consider sharing what you learned with a family
member or friend.

Ponder what you can do to improve your efforts to
learn by the Spirit in these settings.

Elder Jack H. Goaslind of the Seventy
shared the experience of a young man
who discovered that his actions and
attitude affected his ability to learn by
the Spirit:

“How many of you have assumed the ‘bored position’
during sacrament meeting? You know the position:
bent forward at the waist, chin resting on hands,
elbows on knees, staring vacantly at the floor. Has

it occurred to you that it is your choice whether the
meeting is interesting or not? . . .

“President Spencer W. Kimball said that worship ‘is an
individual responsibility, and regardless of what is said
from the pulpit, if one wishes to worship the Lord in
spirit and in truth, he may do so. . . . If the service is a
failure to you, you have failed. No one can worship for
you; you must do your own waiting upon the Lord.’
(Ensign, Jan. 1978, p. 5.)

“One youth described how he first experienced the
spirit of worship. He had been marginally active

through his Aaronic
Priesthood years. When
he attended sacrament
meeting, he usually sat
in the back with a group
of his friends, and he
was less than a model
of reverence. One day,
however, he came in a
little late, and there were
no seats by his friends.
He sat alone, and for the
first time in his life, he
closed his eyes during
the prayers, he sang the
hymns, he listened to
the sacrament prayers,

Pondering

Pondering includes thinking,
meditating, asking questions,
and evaluating what you
know and what you are trying
to understand. Pondering
often helps us understand
what we need to do to apply
gospel principles. As you study
Doctrine and Covenants 50,
consider taking time to ponder
passages that you want to
understand more deeply.

and he paid attention to the speakers. About midway
through the first speaker, he found tears welling up
in his eyes. With some embarrassment, he carefully
glanced around; no one else seemed emotional. He
didn’t know for sure what was happening to him, but
the experience changed his life. It was during that
meeting that he really started his spiritual preparation
for his mission. He felt something, and fortunately,
he acted and thus sustained those feelings”
(“Yagottawanna,” Ensign, May 1991, 46).

4. In your scripture study journal, write one specific way
you can improve in your efforts to learn by the Spirit.

How can you tell when you are teaching and learning

by the Spirit?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 50:21-22, looking for
the Lord’s instruction about how to determine if you
are teaching and learning by the Spirit.

How would you summarize the Lord’s teaching in

those verses?

In Doctrine and Covenants 50:23-25, notice the
difference between what happens when people teach
by the Spirit and what happens when people teach
and learn by “some other way” (D&C 50:17).

How did the Lord describe teaching that does not
edify? How did He describe teaching that “is of God”

(D&C 50:24)?
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From these verses we can learn the following
principle: That which comes from God enlightens
and edifies, but that which is not of God brings
confusion and darkness.

When have you seen or felt that something was not
of God? How did the Spirit help you recognize that?

At times you will hear and see messages that are
intended to damage your faith. The principles you are
learning today can fortify you against those messages.
Pray for the Spirit in all of your learning, and give special
attention to the influence of teaching by the Spirit. In
Doctrine and Covenants 50:13-22, we learn that when
we teach and learn by the Spirit, we understand
one another and we are edified and rejoice together.
This is different than the confusion and darkness when
something is taught “some other way.”

In Doctrine and Covenants 50:26-36, read the Lord’s
counsel to priesthood holders regarding the power
and responsibilities that come with their ordination.
He said that priesthood holders are to serve others and
keep themselves pure. As they do so, the Lord will give
them power to overcome false spirits like those that
were found among some of the Saints.

Doctrine and Covenants 50:37-46

The Lord encourages His servants to continue growing in
grace and truth, and He assures them He is with them

Imagine the young children of your ward or branch
serving full-time missions when they are older. What
do they need to be prepared to serve? In what ways are
we like these young children?

In Doctrine and Covenants 50:37-46, the Lord spoke
specifically to some of the elders who were serving
in 1831. However, His words also apply to us. Study
Doctrine and Covenants 50:40—46, looking for words
or phrases of comfort and assurance. Consider
marking what you find.

In Doctrine and Covenants 50:40, the Lord said “ye
must grow in grace.” What do you think it means to
“grow in grace”?

As you think about this question, you may want to
read the definition of grace in the Bible Dictionary or
in True to the Faith. What we learn in Doctrine and
Covenants 50:37-46 helps us know that the Savior
wants us to grow in grace and in the knowledge
of the truth and to have confidence in Him. Just as
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He promised those elders, He will watch over us as we
trust Him and seek to do His will.

What does it mean to you when the Lord says, “You
are mine”? How can this assurance help us to “fear
not” (D&C 50:41)?

What other promises in Doctrine and Covenants
50:40-46 are meaningful to you?

5. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 50 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:



Doctrine and
Covenants 51-52

Introduction

As some of the Saints migrating from the eastern
states began to arrive in Ohio in May 1831, the Lord
revealed His will to Bishop Edward Partridge through
the Prophet Joseph Smith. In that revelation, recorded
in Doctrine and Covenants 51, the Saints arriving
from Colesville, New York, were directed to go to
Thompson, Ohio, where they would live the law of
consecration. Consecration and stewardship are the
principles and law upon which a Zion society is based.
The United Firm (later called the United Order) was
the organization used to administer that law then.

At the close of the fourth conference of the Church,
held June 3-6, 1831, in Kirtland, Ohio, the Lord
commanded Joseph Smith and other elders to travel
in pairs to Missouri, preaching along the way. In the
revelation recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 52, the
Lord called each companionship and gave a pattern
to help them avoid deception.

Doctrine and Covenants 51

The Lord directs Bishop Edward Partridge to address the
temporal needs of the Saints

What is the most unified group you have been a part
of? How do you know if a group of people is unified?
What types of practices or events help a group
become unified?

As the Saints arrived in Ohio, the Lord revealed to them
the law of consecration (see Doctrine and Covenants
42:30-42). Under this law, men and women voluntarily
dedicate their time, talents, and earthly wealth to the
establishment and building up of God’s kingdom. Read
the section introduction to Doctrine and Covenants 51,
looking for what Bishop Edward Partridge was
responsible to do in connection with this law.

Doctrine and Covenants 51:1-8 contains instruction
from the Lord to Bishop Partridge concerning the
incoming Saints. The Lord told Bishop Partridge to
“appoint unto this people their portions” of land and
substance “according to [their] circumstances and
[their] wants and needs” (D&C 50:3). (Note that one
definition of the word want is to lack something. The
Lord’s command to act “according to the wants of
the people” was a command to help people obtain

the necessities they did not have.) Bishop Partridge
was to give full ownership of the properties to the
families and ensure that everyone had enough food
and clothing.

The Lord explained how the Saints should act while
living the law of consecration. Read Doctrine and
Covenants 51:9, looking for the Lord’s instructions
to the Saints.

1. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:
a. What does it mean for a group of people to “be one”?
(You may want to read Moses 7:18 for help with answering
this question.)
b. According to Doctrine and Covenants 51:9, what did the Lord
instruct the Saints to do in order to become united? What do
you think it means to “be alike” and “receive alike”?

As you read Doctrine and Covenants 51:10-20, you will
see that the Lord instructed Bishop Partridge to establish
a storehouse where the Saints could keep surplus goods.
The Lord declared that living the law of consecration
was a privilege. He explained that although the Saints
would be living on their land for only a short period

of time, they should plan to be faithful, wise, and just
stewards of what they had been given.

Doctrine and Covenants 52:1-13, 22-34

The Lord commands the Prophet and other elders to travel
to Missouri and to preach the gospel during their journey

In Doctrine and Covenants 52:1-13, 22—-34 the Lord
instructed the Prophet Joseph Smith and other elders
to travel two by two to Missouri and to preach along
the way. The Lord had previously revealed that the
Saints would establish a united community called
Zion (see D&C 28:9), but He had not revealed its
location. In the revelation recorded in Doctrine and
Covenants 52, He promised them that if Joseph Smith
and Sidney Rigdon were faithful to His instructions,
He would reveal to them the location of “the land of
[the Saints’] inheritance” (D&C 52:5).

Doctrine and Covenants 52:14-21, 35-36

The Lord reveals a pattern to help us avoid being deceived
by Satan

In the revelation recorded in Doctrine and

Covenants 50, the Lord warned some elders of the
Church about false spirits and gave instructions that
would help the Saints edify one another as they taught
and learned gospel truths.
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As you study Doctrine and Covenants 52:14-21, look
for further instructions from the Lord to help strengthen
Church members, particularly those whom He had
called to preach the gospel as they traveled to Missouri.
Read Doctrine and Covenants 52:14, and identify the
phrase the Lord used to describe what He was about

to give these missionaries.

2. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. What do you think is the purpose of a pattern?

b. What reason did the Lord give for providing the pattern
recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 52:14-21?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 52:15-19, looking for
actions and attributes that the Lord said would help
His people avoid being deceived by Satan. As you
seek to understand the Lord’s instruction in these
verses, consider the following explanations:

® A person “whose spirit is contrite” (D&C 52:15)
has a repentant attitude.

¢ The command to “obey mine ordinances” (D&C
52:15) refers to the need to receive priesthood
ordinances, such as baptism, and to keep the
associated covenants.

* A person “whose language is meek and edifieth”
(D&C 52:16) is someone whose speech is humble
and lifts or builds others.

¢ A person who “trembleth under [the Lord’s] power”
(D&C 52:17) is a person who feels reverence for the
power of God.

¢ To “bring forth fruits” (D&C 52:17) is to produce
something good (such as “praise and wisdom”) by
following the revelations God has given.

The following principle summarizes insights learned
from this revelation: In order to avoid being deceived
by Satan, a person must obey the Lord’s ordinances
and live according to the revelations He has given.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 52:36, looking for
additional instruction the Lord gave. What did the
Lord instruct the elders of the Church to declare?

3. In your scripture study journal, write about a leader

or teacher you know who lives according to the pattern
the Lord outlined in Doctrine and Covenants 52:14-19, 36. In
what ways have you benefited from this person'’s teachings
and example?
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Think about members of the First Presidency and the
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, and consider how
they demonstrate the Lord’s pattern for not being
deceived by Satan.

Doctrine and Covenants 52:37-44
The Lord gives counsel to leaders who remain in Ohio

While the Lord called many of the early priesthood
holders to preach on their way to Missouri or
elsewhere, He commanded other elders to stay in
Ohio. Read Doctrine and Covenants 52:39-40, looking
for the instructions the Lord gave to the elders who
would remain in Ohio. (As you read, it might be
helpful to know that the word residue refers to those
who remained.) Consider marking what you find.

Think about the following questions: What do you
think it means to “remember in all things the poor
and the needy” (D&C 52:40)? Why is just thinking
about someone in need not enough to fulfill this
commandment from the Lord?

In Doctrine and Covenants 52:40, what did the Lord
say about people who refuse to help those in need?

Based on this verse, complete the following truth:
Disciples of Jesus Christ watch over and care for

4. Think about those you know whom you would

consider to be disciples of Jesus Christ. In your scripture
study journal, write about how these people watch over and care
for those in need.

Think about times when you have had opportunities
to care for the poor, needy, sick, and afflicted. Consider
setting a specific goal to meet someone’s needs and be
a better disciple of Jesus Christ.

5. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

| have studied Doctrine and Covenants 51-52 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:



Doctrine and
Covenants 53-56

Introduction

In June 1831, the Prophet Joseph Smith received the
revelations recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 53-55.
The revelations contained the Lord’s instructions for
some Church members who lived in Ohio but would
soon move to Missouri. In these revelations the Lord
spoke to Sidney Gilbert, Newel Knight, and William W.
Phelps, giving them instructions that were specific to
their Church assignments and their talents.

Doctrine and Covenants 53

The Lord calls Sidney Gilbert to be an elder and travel with
Joseph Smith to Missouri

After Sidney Gilbert found that his name was not

on the list of missionaries called to travel to Missouri
(see D&C 52:22-32), he went to the Prophet Joseph
Smith and asked what the Lord would have him

do. Joseph inquired of the Lord and received the
revelation recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 53. In
the revelation, the Lord instructed Brother Gilbert to
be ordained an elder and to act as an agent to Bishop
Edward Partridge. Brother Gilbert’s role as an agent to
the bishop is explained more completely in Doctrine
and Covenants 57:6-10, 15. The Lord also commanded
Sidney to go to Missouri with Joseph Smith and
Sidney Rigdon.

Consider the following experience of a young woman
who also wondered what the Lord wanted her to do:

“It was in China that Aleisha Cramer got the answer
to her prayers. The answer was simple yet hard to do
at the same time. She was supposed to give up her
lifelong dreams, go home, and live the life of an average
college student. The answer surprised her, but she was
willing to do the things the Lord told her to do.

“Aleisha . . . had made it to the top as a star soccer
player. She had reached most of her goals, working
her way up to become a member of the United States
national women'’s team, giving her a chance to play in
the World Cup and the 2004 Olympics.

“She had it made. But it wasn’t making her happy.

“'I had everything,” said Aleisha. ‘I had a good family. I
had friends. I was going to school at BYU. I was playing
really well for the national team. But would I keep
working towards making the World Cup team and still
feel this emptiness?’

“Then, while in China to play exhibition games, Aleisha
woke up one night crying. She felt a wonderful warm,
comfortable feeling. ‘I remember putting my hand on
my heart, and then I just had all these thoughts: “You
need to quit the national team. It’s not okay for you

to break the Sabbath day. It’s okay for you to take a
different path. Things will work out.”” She describes
being filled with the Spirit and having the experience
repeated several nights in a row.

“Although she had been a member of the Church
her whole life, Aleisha’s interest in the gospel had
been increasing. She was reading her scriptures at
least 30 minutes every day, and she had noticed
that her prayers were changing. She was asking the
Lord what He wanted her to do. And in China, she
received her answer.

“‘I've never had those feelings before, the comfort and
the warmth. I wish I could have those experiences every
time I have questions. Everything seemed so clear. It
made so much sense.’
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“Aleisha acted on the inspiration she received. She
said, ‘When you get inspiration, you have to follow it
right then. If I had said, “Yes, that’s right. But I really
want to play in the World Cup, so I'll do it after that,”
then things may not have worked out like they were
supposed to.” . ..

“Not being on the national team gave Aleisha time
to try some new things.” It was during this time that
she began dating a young man who was teaching
her to play the guitar, and they were later married
in the temple.

“‘] am sure that I was prepared for this change by
what happened in China. I gave something up and
got something way better,” Aleisha says.

“. .. She still wants to work hard, but now it will be
working hard for her own family.

“[Aleisha] is listening to the greatest coach of all, her
Heavenly Father, the one who can help guide her and
give her direction and inspiration. As Aleisha said,
“The Lord knows each of us. For me that’s so good to
know and have a testimony of” (Janet Thomas, “The
Playmaker,” New Era, Nov. 2003, 21, 23).

Ponder ways you can receive direction from the Lord
about your life.

Doctrine and Covenants 54

The Lord instructs Newel Knight to lead the Colesville
Saints to Missouri

In April 1831, Newel Knight led a group of Saints
from Colesville, New York, to join the Saints in Ohio.
In May, the Prophet Joseph Smith instructed Bishop
Edward Partridge to have those Saints settle on

land in Thompson, Ohio, that Leman Copley had
previously covenanted (or promised) to give for that
purpose. They planted crops there and started making
other improvements on the property. But even as they
worked together to improve the land, they began

to be selfish and greedy. Their situation worsened
when Leman Copley returned from his mission to the
Shakers (see D&C 49) and began doubting his faith.
He rejected his developing testimony of the restored
gospel and ordered the Saints to leave the land. He
also charged them $60. Because Leman had broken
his covenant, these Saints now had nowhere to live.
Newel Knight and others asked the Prophet what
they should do.
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Read Doctrine and Covenants 54:1-3, and mark what
the Lord wanted these Saints to do to help improve
their situation. Then ponder the following question:
Why do you think repentance and humility would
help these Saints?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 54:6, and mark a
blessing that was given to those who kept the
covenant to consecrate their properties.

Based on the Lord’s teachings in Doctrine and
Covenants 54:1-6, complete the following principle:
If we keep our covenants and obey the Lord’s
commandments, we will obtain

Every blessing we receive is an act of the Lord’s mercy.
One example of the Lord’s mercy is when He forgives
us of our sins. When we keep the covenants we make
at baptism and obey God’s commandments, we will
not only receive mercy in this life but will be extended
mercy at the Final Judgment.

Elder David A. Bednar of the Quorum
of the Twelve Apostles taught some ways
that the Lord extends mercy to us as we
keep our covenants:

“The Lord’s tender mercies are the
very personal and individualized blessings, strength,
protection, assurances, guidance, loving-kindnesses,
consolation, support, and spiritual gifts which we
receive from and because of and through the Lord
Jesus Christ. . . .

“...The Lord’s tender mercies do not occur
randomly or merely by coincidence. Faithfulness,
obedience, and humility invite tender mercies into
our lives, and it is often the Lord’s timing that
enables us to recognize and treasure these important
blessings” (“The Tender Mercies of the Lord,” Ensign
or Liahona, May 2005, 99-100).

1. In your scripture study journal, write about some of the

blessings you feel the Lord has given you recently because
of your faithfulness to your covenants and obedience to His
commandments.

In Doctrine and Covenants 54:7-10 we read that after
these Saints lost their homes on Leman Copley’s land,
the Lord commanded them to travel to Missouri. They
were to appoint someone to pay for expenses along the
way and to work for their living there until the Lord
would prepare a place for them to settle. The Lord also
counseled them to be patient in tribulation.



Doctrine and Covenants 55

The Lord calls William W. Phelps to assist in the writing
and printing of Church materials

Think of some of your talents or skills. Then think

of some talents or skills one of your friends has.
Because of the variety of our abilities, we can help in
the Lord’s work in different ways. God can use our
talents, skills, and abilities to bless His children.
William W. Phelps is an example of this principle.
Before he arrived in Kirtland, Ohio, he had purchased
a copy of the Book of Mormon two weeks after it was
offered for sale. This led to his conversion.

Read the section introduction for Doctrine and
Covenants 55, looking for one of William W. Phelps’s
skills or abilities. Then read Doctrine and Covenants
55:4, looking for another of his talents. The Lord called
Brother Phelps to use his talents and skills to help
with the writing and printing of Church materials in
Missouri (see D&C 55:5). Brother Phelps’s efforts there
blessed the Church in many ways.

2. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. How have you seen the Lord use people’s talents and abilities
to bless others?

b. How might your talents or abilities bless and lift others and
move the Lord's work forward?

Doctrine and Covenants 56:1-13

The Lord revokes Ezra Thayre's mission call and warns him
to repent

3. Write in your scripture study journal about someone

you know who gave up something important to him or
her in order to obey a commandment. (Examples could include
someone sacrificing to join the Church, to go on a mission, or to
obey certain Church standards.)

Ezra Thayre had been assigned to live and work with
Joseph Smith Sr. on Frederick G. Williams’s farm in
Kirtland, Ohio. In addition to working on the farm,
Ezra also helped pay for some of the debt owed on
the land. When he was called on a mission to Missouri
with Thomas B. Marsh (see D&C 52:22), he demanded
a deed to the portion of the Church’s land to which he
felt entitled. Because of his concerns over his property
and money, Ezra Thayre was not prepared to leave

on that mission when Thomas was ready, so Thomas
went to the Prophet Joseph Smith and asked what he
should do.

In the revelation recorded in Doctrine and

Covenants 56, the Lord revoked Ezra Thayre’s mission
call and assigned a new companion for Brother Marsh.
The Lord then warned against pride and taught the
Saints that He has much more in store for them than
land and money.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 56:3-5, looking for
what happened because Ezra Thayre was not ready to
go with Thomas B. Marsh to Missouri. As you read, it
might be helpful to know that the word revoke means
to take back or cancel. What did Ezra lose because he
was not ready to go with Brother Marsh?

Doctrine and Covenants 56:4 teaches us that the Lord
can command or revoke a commandment as He
sees fit. You may want to mark the words or phrases
that indicate this principle.

The following are a few examples from the scriptures
and Church history of the Lord giving or revoking
a command:

131



e After the Lord offered a higher law to Moses and
his people, the children of Israel rebelled and began
worshiping a golden calf. The Lord then gave them
a lesser law. (See Joseph Smith Translation, Exodus
32:14; 33:20; 34:1-2 [in the Bible appendix].)

e During the Savior’s ministry on earth, He told the
Apostles to preach only to the Jews (see Matthew
10:5). Shortly after the Savior’s death, Peter received
a revelation that it was time to preach the gospel to
people of all nations (see Matthew 28:19).

e In this dispensation the Lord commanded some
of the early Saints to practice plural marriage.
The Prophet Joseph Smith and many other
Church leaders found this commandment difficult,
but they obeyed it. Years later, after receiving
revelation, President Wilford Woodruff issued a
written statement—the Manifesto—which was
accepted by the Church as authoritative and
binding on October 6, 1890. This led to the end of
the practice of plural marriage in the Church (see
Official Declaration 1).

Read Doctrine and Covenants 56:8-11, looking for
what the Lord commanded Ezra Thayre to do after his
mission call was revoked. Fortunately, Ezra chose to
repent, and seven months later he was again called
to serve as a missionary with Thomas B. Marsh

(see D&C 75:31).

Doctrine and Covenants 56:14-20

The Lord warns the Saints against greediness and
prideful hearts

Sometimes people think that pride is a characteristic
found only in the hearts of the rich. However, this is not
always true, as you will learn in the following verses.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 56:16-17, looking for
how an unrepentant heart can be manifest both in
someone who is rich and in someone who is poor.
Consider marking what you find. Ponder why pride
and greed can be common traits in both the rich and
the poor.
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Read Doctrine and Covenants 56:18, looking for the
Lord’s description of the hearts and spirits of those
who will be blessed. Use the footnotes to understand
some of the words the Lord used.

Elder D. Todd Christofferson of the
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles taught:
“As you seek the blessing of conversion,
you can offer the Lord the gift of your
broken, or repentant, heart and your
contrite, or obedient, spirit. In reality,

it is the gift of yourself—what you are and what you

are becoming” (“When Thou Art Converted,” Ensign,

May 2004, 12).

Read Doctrine and Covenants 56:19-20, looking for
blessings the Lord promised to those with humble
hearts. It may help you to know that the Lord’s
“recompense” means that He will make payment
for every good and every evil that has been done.

4. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:
a. How do the blessings described in Doctrine and Covenants

56:18—-20 compare to the property and money Ezra Thayre
and other early Saints may have been concerned about?

b. What can you do to have the kind of heart that will receive
the blessings listed in these verses?

5. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

| have studied Doctrine and Covenants 53—56 and completed
this lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, or insights | would like to share
with my teacher:



The Center Place
of Zion

Introduction

This lesson provides an overview of a few of the
events in Church history that occurred in Jackson
County, Missouri. In the summer of 1831, some of
the Saints who had gathered in Ohio began their
journey to settle in the area of Jackson County,
Missouri. In a revelation to the Prophet Joseph
Smith in July 1831, the Lord designated the town
of Independence, Missouri, as the “center place” of
Zion (D&C 57:3). The Saints began building up the
city and endeavored to live according to the laws of
God. Over time, however, contentions arose between
the Saints and other citizens of Missouri, which led
to mob violence against the Saints. The Saints were
forced to leave Jackson County in November and
December of 1833.

The Lord designates Independence, Missouri,

as the center place of Zion

Imagine you are camping and you learn that a storm
is approaching. What are some ways you might find
protection from the storm? How might a tent be
helpful in this situation?

In the Old Testament, the prophet Isaiah used the
analogy of a tent to represent Zion being built up in
the last days as a protection for the Saints (see Isaiah
54:2). The Israelites used tents for their shelter and rest
when they were living and traveling in the wilderness.
President Ezra Taft Benson taught about the symbolism
associated with tents:

“Picture in your mind a great tent held up by cords
extended to many stakes that are firmly secured in
the ground.

“The prophets likened latter-day Zion to a great tent
encompassing the earth. That tent was supported by
cords fastened to stakes. Those stakes, of course, are
various geographical organizations spread out over the

earth. Presently, Israel is being gathered to the various
stakes of Zion” (“Strengthen Thy Stakes,” Ensign,
Jan. 1991, 2).

Read Doctrine and Covenants 115:6, looking for the
kind of protection the Lord promised to those who
would gather to Zion in the last days. You may want
to mark what you find.

The early Saints thought of Zion as a place of peace,
safety, and protection from the wicked (see D&C
45:66-71). They had been anxiously waiting for the
Lord to reveal the location of Zion so they could begin
building His holy city. In July 1831, the Lord declared
that the land of Missouri was the promised land

of Zion and that Independence, Missouri, was the
“center place” of the city of Zion (see D&C 57:1-3).

1. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. If you had been an early Church member, how might you
have felt after learning where the city of Zion would be built?

b. When would you have wanted to begin building the city? Why?

Have you ever set up a tent incorrectly or tried to set
one up without all of the parts? What happened, or
what do you think would happen?

Just as a tent must be set up in a particular way and with
all the right parts, Zion must be built up according to a
specific pattern. Read Doctrine and Covenants 105:5,
looking for how the “tent” of Zion must be built for the
Lord to accept it.

Notice that Zion must be built upon principles of
righteousness. After the Lord revealed the location of
the land of Zion in 1831, He gave multiple revelations
over the next two years describing the principles upon
which the Saints should build Zion.
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Read the following scripture passages, looking for the
principles of righteousness and commandments the
Saints would need to follow to successfully build Zion.
In the space provided, write some of the principles and
commandments you find.

Doctrine and Covenants 82:14-19

Doctrine and Covenants 97:10-16

Doctrine and Covenants 97:21-22, 25-27

Doctrine and Covenants 133:4-9

2. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. In what ways might living these principles of righteousness
have helped the Saints build Zion and be protected from
spiritual storms?

b. How might living these principles help protect us today?
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e Kirtland

Contention arises between the Saints and

other Missouri citizens

After the Lord revealed the location of Zion in July
1831, many of the Saints traveled the nearly 900 miles
from Kirtland, Ohio, to Independence, Missouri, to
settle and build Zion.

Look back at the illustration of the tent at the
beginning of the lesson. Ancient tents were often
expandable in order to accommodate growing families.
In partial fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy that the
borders of the tent of Zion would be enlarged, the
cords lengthened, and the stakes strengthened,
Kirtland, Ohio, was designated as “a stake to Zion”
(D&C 82:13) after the center place of Zion was
established in Independence, Missouri. Both in the
early Church and in the Church today, Saints who
gather to stakes of Zion receive the protective blessings
of Zion. This means that Saints living in stakes of Zion
can enjoy the same blessings and protection as those
who live at the center place of Zion.

Read the following information about how the Saints
in the Kirtland stake of Zion supported the building of
the center place of Zion in Missouri. Look for what the
Saints in Kirtland did to help establish Zion.You may
want to mark some of the insights you find helpful.

Kirtland, Ohio: During a series of conferences held in
November 1831, the Prophet Joseph Smith and other
Church leaders compiled the revelations that had been
received up to that point and planned to print them in
book form. Oliver Cowdery and John Whitmer received
the responsibility to take the revelations to Missouri

so William W. Phelps could print them as the Book of



Commandments. During 1831-32, Joseph continued
receiving revelations and working on his inspired
translation of the Bible. In the spring of 1832, he took a
trip to Missouri to visit the Saints in Zion, to warn them
that Satan was seeking “to turn their hearts away from
the truth” (D&C 78:10), and to coordinate the efforts of
the bishop’s storehouses in Kirtland and Independence.
Many of the Saints continued to move to Zion, and by
the end of 1832 about one third of the members of the
Church lived in Jackson County, Missouri. In the early
Church, the Saints in Ohio and the Saints in Missouri
worked together to contribute funds and resources to
build the city of Zion.

Ponder the ways in which the Prophet Joseph Smith
and the other Saints in Ohio helped the Saints in
Missouri establish Zion.

Read the following information about Independence,
Missouri, looking for what prevented the Saints from
building Zion.You may want to mark some of the
insights you find helpful.

Independence, Missouri: Parley P. Pratt described
the settling of the Saints in Zion by declaring that
“peace and plenty had crowned their labors, and the
wilderness became a fruitful field” (Autobiography of
Parley Parker Pratt, ed. Parley P. Pratt [1938], 93). The
Church leaders in Missouri purchased land, set up a
store and a printing press, and provided for the needs
of the incoming Saints. By July 1833, the population
of Latter-day Saints there had increased to almost
1,200. But the Church leaders and the Saints were
not without their problems. Some members allowed
their selfishness and greed to prevent them from
living the law of consecration. Additionally, other
settlers in the area became increasingly concerned
about the rapid growth of the “Mormons” and their
influence on the local economy and politics. Local
religious leaders disagreed with the Saints” beliefs.
One religious leader spread lies about the Church
members and encouraged the citizens to commit acts
of violence against them. The conflict finally exploded
over different political views, including the issue of
slavery. After W. W. Phelps printed an article entitled
“Free People of Color,” the Missouri citizens, who
were largely advocates of slavery, incorrectly concluded
that the Saints were inviting freed slaves to Missouri.
On July 20, 1833, a mob went to Independence, threw
the printing press into the street, demolished the
printing office, destroyed most of the unbound sheets
of the Book of Commandments, tarred and feathered
Bishop Edward Partridge and convert Charles Allen,
and terrorized the town. Hostilities continued, and
the Saints were forced to leave Jackson County in
November and December of that year.

Imagine how it might have felt to have been one of the
Saints who was hoping for the Lord’s protection but
was forced to leave Zion.

3. Based on what you have learned, write in your
scripture study journal why the early Saints struggled to
build the city of Zion. What can you learn from their experience?

What is the future of Zion?
Have you ever hoped for or expected something to
happen that did not occur? How did you feel?

Imagine the disappointment and confusion the early
Saints experienced when the members of the Church
were expelled from Jackson County, Missouri. In
Kirtland, Ohio, the Prophet Joseph Smith wrote a letter
to the exiled Saints shortly after they fled
Jackson County. In it he wrote, “When
we learn your sufferings, it awakens
every sympathy of our hearts; it weighs
us down; we cannot refrain from tears”
(in History of the Church, 1:454).

In that same letter the Prophet wrote about

his inquiring of the Lord about why the Saints’
expectations for Zion had been dashed: “I know that
Zion, in the due time of the Lord, will be redeemed;
but how many will be the days of her purification,
tribulation, and affliction, the Lord has kept hid from
my eyes; and when I inquire concerning this subject,
the voice of the Lord is: Be still, and know that I am
God! All those who suffer for my name shall reign with
me, and he that layeth down his life for my sake shall
find it again” (in History of the Church, 1:453-54).

What did the Lord tell Joseph Smith to do when he
inquired about why the Saints had failed to build Zion?
Think about how the Lord’s answer to the Prophet’s
question could be helpful when things in your life do
not go the way you hope or expect them to.
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Later, the Lord gave more insight into why the Saints’
attempt to build the city of Zion failed. Read Doctrine
and Covenants 105:5-6, 9-10, 23-24, looking for
what the Lord requires of His people before Zion

can be established.

So far in this lesson, Zion has referred to a place where
the Saints will build a holy city, a New Jerusalem. But
the concept of Zion includes more than a specific
location where the Saints can find protection. The early
Saints may have thought they were only to build a city,
but the Lord intended to build a righteous people as
well as a city. The protective “tent” of Zion can be found
wherever people are obeying the laws of the celestial
kingdom (see D&C 105:5).

You may remember from you study of Doctrine and
Covenants 97:21 that the Lord explained that Zion
is the pure in heart. Review again the principles of
righteousness and commandments you listed earlier
in today’s lesson. Think about how these righteous
principles help a people to become pure in heart.

Elder David R. Stone of the Seventy
explained how we can build up Zion in
our day:

“Wherever we are, whatever city we may

live in, we can build our own Zion by the
principles of the celestial kingdom and ever seek to
become the pure in heart. Zion is the beautiful, and
the Lord holds it in His own hands. Our homes can
be places which are a refuge and protection, as Zion is.

“We do not need to become as puppets in the
hands of the culture of the place and time. We can
be courageous and can walk in the Lord’s paths
and follow His footsteps. And if we do, we will be
called Zion, and we will be the people of the Lord”
(“Zion in the Midst of Babylon,” Ensign or Liahona,
May 2006, 93).

4. In your scripture study journal, summarize what you
have learned in this lesson about Zion. What is your role
in building Zion where you live?

5. Consider the principles of righteousness you listed
earlier in this lesson. In your scripture study journal,
write a goal that will help you live one of them more faithfully.

6. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied the Center Place of Zion lesson and completed it
on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:
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Doctrine and
Covenants 57

Introduction

In June 1831, the Lord commanded Joseph Smith and
other elders to convene a conference of the Church in
Missouri (see D&C 52). Obedient to the command, the
Prophet Joseph Smith and others traveled approximately
900 miles from Ohio to Missouri. After Joseph arrived

in Missouri, he received the revelation now recorded in
Doctrine and Covenants 57. In this revelation the Lord
revealed the location for the city of Zion, fulfilling a
promise He had made earlier to the Saints (see D&C 52).
The Lord also instructed several individuals concerning
their roles in establishing Zion.

Doctrine and Covenants 57:1-6
The Lord reveals the location of the city of Zion

Read the following statement by
the Prophet Joseph Smith to better
understand how he felt about
establishing and building Zion:

“The meeting of our brethren [Oliver
Cowdery, Peter Whitmer Jr., Ziba Peterson, and
Frederick G. Williams, all of whom had gone to
Missouri as missionaries], who had long awaited
our arrival, was a glorious one, and moistened with
many tears. It seemed good and pleasant for brethren
to meet together in unity. But our reflections were
many, coming as we had from a highly cultivated
state of society in the east, and standing now upon
the confines or western limits of the United States,
and looking into the vast wilderness of those that
sat in darkness; how natural it was to observe the
degradation, leanness of intellect, ferocity, and
jealousy of a people that were nearly a century
behind the times, and to feel for those who roamed
about without the benefit of civilization, refinement,
or religion; yea, and exclaim in the language of the
Prophets: ‘When will the wilderness blossom as the
rose? When will Zion be built up in her glory, and
where will Thy temple stand, unto which all nations
shall come in the last days?” Our anxiety was soon
relieved by receiving the following [revelation:
D&C 57]” (in History of the Church, 1:189).



Think of a time when you eagerly anticipated
something, such as celebrating a holiday or birthday,
serving a mission, visiting the temple, receiving a gift,
or visiting a loved one. How did you feel as the event
you were anticipating approached? Why was this event
so important to you? How did your actions reflect your
excitement for this event?

Many of the early Saints anxiously anticipated
learning the exact location of the city of Zion. Before
the revelation in Doctrine and Covenants 57 was
given, they had read in the Book of Mormon about
a New Jerusalem that would be located on the
American continent (see 3 Nephi 20-21; Ether 13).
Through revelations given to the Prophet Joseph
Smith, the Saints had learned that Zion would be
located somewhere in Missouri (see D&C 52:2, 5, 42).

Remember that three main groups of Church
members had been called to travel the nearly 900
miles to Missouri: the Prophet and a small group
of elders (see D&C 52-53), a group of missionaries
called to preach along the way (see D&C 52), and
the Saints from Colesville, New York, led by Newel
Knight (see D&C 54).

Read Doctrine and Covenants 57:1-3, and mark
where the city of Zion was to be built.

According to those verses, where was the city
of Independence located in relation to Zion?

Reread Doctrine and Covenants 57:3, and mark what
the Lord said should be located in Independence, or
the center place of Zion.

You might want to write the following principle in the
margin of your scriptures: The temple is in the center
place of Zion.

1. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. Why do you think it was important for a temple to be located
in the center place of Zion?

b. Why might it be important to have the temple at the center
of our lives?

Think about things that can distract individuals from
receiving the blessings of the temple. What might
happen to people who choose to center their lives
on worldly things?

2. In your scripture study journal, draw a target with a
bull's-eye in the center. Label the center of your target
with the word temple. Then answer the following questions:

a. How might your life be different if you more fully centered
it on spiritual things, like the temple?

b. How might putting the temple at the center of our lives help
us to center our lives on Jesus Christ?

Read the following statements describing blessings
you can receive as you center your life on the temple.
As you read, mark any of these blessings you have
experienced.

“To you who are worthy and able to attend the temple,
I would admonish you to go often. The temple is a place
where we can find peace. There we receive a renewed
dedication to the gospel and a strengthened resolve to
keep the commandments” (Thomas S. Monson, “Until
We Meet Again,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2009, 113).

“Sometimes our minds are so beset with problems
and there are so many things clamoring for attention
at once that we just cannot think clearly and see
clearly. At the temple the dust of distraction seems to
settle out, the fog and the haze seem to lift, and we
can ‘see’ things that we were not able to see before
and find a way through our troubles that we had
not previously known” (Boyd K. Packer, “The Holy
Temple,” Ensign, Oct. 2010, 35).

“As we touch the temple and love the

temple, our lives will reflect our faith. As

we go to the holy house, as we remember

the covenants we make therein, we will

be able to bear every trial and overcome

each temptation. The temple provides
purpose for our lives. It brings peace to our souls”
(Thomas S. Monson, “Blessings of the Temple,”
Ensign, Oct. 2010, 15).
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“If we are a temple-going people, we

will be a better people. . . . I know your

lives are busy. I know that you have

much to do. But I make you a promise

that if you will go to the house of the

Lord, you will be blessed, life will be
better for you” (Gordon B. Hinckley, “Excerpts from
Recent Addresses of President Gordon B. Hinckley,”
Ensign, July 1997, 73).

“Let us be a temple-attending and a temple-loving
people. Let us hasten to the temple as frequently as
time and means and personal circumstances allow.
Let us go not only for our kindred dead, but let us
also go for the personal blessing of temple worship,
for the sanctity and safety which is provided within
those hallowed and consecrated walls. The temple is
a place of beauty, it is a place of revelation, it is a place
of peace. It is the house of the Lord. It is holy unto the
Lord. It should be holy unto us” (Howard W. Hunter,
“The Great Symbol of Our Membership,” Ensign,
Oct. 1994, 5).

3. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:
a. Which of the blessings mentioned in the statements above
have you experienced?

b. How have these blessings influenced your life?

Ponder what you can do to more completely make the
temple the center of your life. Make a goal to remain or
become worthy of a temple recommend and to attend
the temple as often as your circumstances allow.
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Doctrine and Covenants 57:4—6 records that the Lord
commanded the Saints to purchase property in and
around Jackson County, Missouri, which would enable
them to begin to establish Zion and build a temple.

Doctrine and Covenants 57:7-16

The Lord instructs individuals concerning their roles in
establishing Zion

Imagine that you were with the Saints in Missouri
when the Lord revealed the location of Zion and that
you were asked to remain there to help establish the
city in Independence. How would you feel knowing
you had such an important responsibility? How would
you start building up a city unto the Lord? Who would
you want to help you build it?

4. Read Doctrine and Covenants 57:7-13. In your

scripture study journal, list the names of the four men the
Lord assigned to help establish Zion and what He assigned each
of them to do.

Each person who was counseled to settle in Missouri
had gifts and talents that were needed to help establish
Zion.You might want to write the following principle
in the margin of your scriptures: We should use

our individual strengths to help build the Lord’s
kingdom as He calls upon us to do so.

Think of people you know who build the Church by
using their personal strengths, spiritual gifts, or skills.

5. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. What are your strengths?

b. How could you use your strengths to bless your family
and the Church?

6. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 57 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:



Doctrine and
Covenants 58

Introduction

On August 1, 1831, less than two weeks after the Lord
designated Independence, Missouri, as the center
place of Zion, the Prophet Joseph Smith received

the revelation in Doctrine and Covenants 58. This
revelation was given in response to those who were
anxious to know the will of the Lord concerning them
in this new land. In this revelation the Lord counseled
the Saints to be faithful in their tribulations and
explained why He had sent them to Zion. The Lord
also encouraged the Saints to use their agency to
bring about righteousness.

Doctrine and Covenants 58:1-13

The Lord counsels the Saints to be faithful in their
tribulations

What are some of the challenges you are currently
facing in your life?

As you read the following paragraph, look for
challenges the Saints faced in Missouri in 1831:

In January 1831, missionaries found a group of
Delaware Indians living in the Indian Territory beyond
the western border of Missouri. The Delaware Indians
were interested in learning the gospel contained

in the Book of Mormon. However, because the
missionaries had not obtained the required permits
to enter the Indian Territory and preach the gospel,
and because of opposition from local Indian agents
and ministers, the missionaries from the Church were
forced to leave the territory. The missionaries then
attempted to teach white settlers in Independence,
Missouri, and the surrounding areas, but fewer than
10 converts had joined the Church by July 1831.
When elders of the Church from Ohio began arriving
in Missouri in July 1831, some were disappointed
with what they found. Some of them expected to

see a rapidly growing community of believers and a
settlement that was prepared to accommodate the
migrating Church members. A few expressed concern
because the land in Independence was undeveloped
and would require a great deal of effort to cultivate.
Some of the brethren were encouraged to stay in
Missouri and purchase lands to prepare Zion for the
Saints who would come later.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 58:1-2, looking for what
the Lord told the elders that may have helped them
feel better about the challenges they faced.

From what you learned in verse 2, complete the
following principles:

We will be blessed if we

Our eternal reward will be greater if we

Read Doctrine and Covenants 58:3-5, looking for what
we often fail to see or understand when we are going
through trials.

The Lord counseled the elders to have faith in Him
and to look beyond the trials they were enduring
and focus instead on the glorious future they would
experience if they were faithful. The Lord’s message to
the Saints in Missouri can help us endure challenges
by keeping us focused on the blessings promised to
those who endure tribulation faithfully.

1. Answer one or both of the following questions in your
scripture study journal:

a. How can trusting that the Lord will bless you help you endure
tribulation faithfully?

b. When have you felt that you were blessed for being faithful
during tribulation?

In Doctrine and Covenants 58:6-13, the Lord
revealed some ways the Saints would be blessed for
their obedience in helping to establish Zion. Make a
commitment to stay faithful during your challenges so
you can receive the rewards the Lord has prepared for
you both now and in the future.

Doctrine and
Covenants 58:14-23

The Lord describes the
responsibilities of a bishop
and commands the Saints
to keep the laws of the land

The Lord instructed
Bishop Edward Partridge
and Sidney Gilbert to
stay in Missouri to
manage the properties of
the Church and purchase
land in and around
Independence, Missouri
Edward Partridge
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(see D&C 57:7-8). Bishop Partridge argued with the
Prophet Joseph Smith about the quality of the land
that had been selected. He felt that different parcels of
land should be purchased instead. This disagreement
generated hard feelings.

Review Doctrine and Covenants 58:3, and then read
Doctrine and Covenants 58:14-15, looking for what
the Lord told Bishop Partridge.

2. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. How might the principles taught in Doctrine and Covenants
58:3 have helped Bishop Partridge choose to repent for
arguing with the Prophet about which parcels of land
should be purchased?

b. Consider current issues or situations in which some might
respond to their Church leaders with “unbelief and blindness
of heart” (D&C 58:15). What can you do to avoid making
that mistake?

Bishop Partridge accepted the Lord’s rebuke with
humility, and he was forgiven of his sins.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 58:16-23, looking for
what the Lord directed Bishop Partridge to do to fulfill
his calling. According to verses 21-23, what did the
Lord instruct the Saints to do? What do these verses
teach about those who try to use God’s laws to justify
not obeying the laws of the land?

Doctrine and Covenants 58:24-33
The Lord counsels the Saints to use their agency to do good

Imagine that as you are walking down a street you
see an elderly person fall. In the following chart, circle
what you should do.

Wait to see if someone else is
going to help.

Wait for the Spirit to prompt
you to help.

Wait for someone to tell you
what to do.

Go help the person who fell.

Why did you choose that answer?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 58:24-28, looking for
principles the Lord taught the Saints as they faced the
challenge of building the city of Zion.You may want
to mark the principles you discover. One principle
taught in these verses is that we should be anxiously
engaged in choosing to do good things and in
bringing to pass righteousness. (The phrase “he
that is compelled in all things” [D&C 58:26] refers to
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someone who will not act unless he or she is required
to do so. Doctrine and Covenants 58:27 is a scripture
mastery scripture. You may want to mark it in a
distinctive way so you can locate it in the future.)

3. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. What “reward” are these verses referring to? How can doing
many good things of our own free will affect whether we
receive eternal life?

b. What are some ways you can be anxiously engaged in doing
good at home? At school? In your ward or branch?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 58:29-33, looking for
what happens to those who do not use their agency
to do good or who doubt the Lord’s commandments.
Consider marking what you find.

L] Scripture Mastery—Doctrine and
Covenants 58:27

4. To help you memorize Doctrine and Covenants 58:27,

write the first letter of each word in verse 27 in your
scripture study journal. Use the letters you wrote to help you recite
the passage. Refer to the scripture as needed. Repeat this activity
until you can recite the passage using the first letters or until you
can recite it from memory. Consider reciting and explaining
Doctrine and Covenants 58:27 to a family member or friend.

Doctrine and Covenants 58:34—65

The Lord gives instructions concerning Zion and teaches
principles of repentance

How can you know if the Lord has forgiven you of
your sins? Read Doctrine and Covenants 58:42-43,
and mark what the Lord taught about forgiveness.
(Doctrine and Covenants 58:42—43 is a scripture
mastery passage.You may want to mark it in a
distinctive way so you can locate it in the future.)

Complete the following principle from Doctrine and
Covenants 58:42: If we

the Lord will forgive us and remember our sins
no more.

The phrase “remember them no more” does not
mean that God forgets our sins. God is omniscient, all
knowing—He forgets nothing. However, sins that are
repented of are forgiven and will be remembered no
more by never being mentioned again.

5. Answer the following question in your scripture study

journal: What difference do you think it makes when a
person believes that the Lord will forgive his or her sins and
remember them no more?



Doctrine and Covenants 58:43 teaches how we can
know if we have repented of our sins. Read this verse,
and then complete the following principle: To repent,
we must

and

our sins.

To forsake a sin means to completely turn away from it
and stop doing it. As you read the following statement
by President Dieter F. Uchtdorf of the First Presidency,
think of times when you have repented and felt the
Lord’s forgiveness: “Once we have truly repented,
Christ will take away the burden of guilt for our sins.
We can know for ourselves that we have been forgiven
and made clean. The Holy Ghost will verify this to us;
He is the Sanctifier. No other testimony of forgiveness
can be greater” (“Point of Safe Return,” Ensign or
Liahona, May 2007, 101).

[ Scripture Mastery—Doctrine and
Covenants 58:42-43

6. Write the passage in Doctrine and Covenants 58:42—

43 on a card or piece of paper, and recite it each time you
kneel in personal prayer. Doing so can help you remember this
important passage and remind you to pray for help in your efforts
to confess and forsake your sins.

7. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

| have studied Doctrine and Covenants 58 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Doctrine and
Covenants 59

Introduction

On August 7, 1831, the Prophet Joseph Smith received
the revelation in Doctrine and Covenants 59 while in
Jackson County, Missouri. In this revelation the Lord
set forth His expectations for the Saints who had
recently arrived in Zion, including proper Sabbath-day
observance. The Lord also confirmed that those who
keep His commandments will receive spiritual and
temporal blessings.

Doctrine and Covenants 59:1-4

The Lord describes the blessings He will bestow upon the
faithful Saints in Zion

Polly Knight, the mother of Newel Knight, traveled
with a group of Saints on the nearly 900-mile journey
from Kirtland, Ohio, to Jackson County, Missouri.
Sister Knight became gravely ill on the way to
Missouri, but she would not agree to stop traveling,
expressing that her greatest desire was to set foot on
the land of Zion and to be buried there. Her son Newel
recorded that at one point in their journey he “bought
lumber to make a coffin in case she should die before
we arrived at our place of destination—so fast did she
fail. But the Lord gave her the desire of her heart, and
she lived to stand upon that land” (Scraps of Biography:
Tenth Book of the Faith-Promoting Series [1883], 70; see
also History of the Church, 1:199). Sister Knight died
within two weeks of her arrival in Jackson County,
Missouri (Zion).

1. On the day Polly Knight died, the Prophet Joseph

Smith received the revelation recorded in Doctrine and
Covenants 59. Imagine you had been asked to give a talk at
Sister Knight's funeral. Read Doctrine and Covenants 59:1-2,
and find phrases you could share in your talk that might be
meaningful to her friends and loved ones. In your scripture study
journal, record at least two of those phrases and explain how
they relate to Polly Knight.

Notice that in verse 1 the Lord addressed the
revelation to the Saints who, like Polly Knight, had
obeyed His commandment to come to the land of
Zion with an eye single to His glory. You may wish to
mark this phrase in your scriptures. To help you better
understand what it means to have an eye single to
God’s glory, try the following activity:
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Close your hand into a loose fist (just enough so that
your thumb and fingers begin to overlap). Close one eye,
and look at the picture of the Savior on this page through
the small opening created by your hand. Then open your
other eye and look at the picture with both eyes. Notice
everything else that is in your field of vision when you
use both eyes. What is the difference when you look at
the picture with only one eye?

Using what you learned in the activity as an analogy,
what do you think it means to have an eye single to
the glory of God?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 59:3—4, looking for both
the temporal (earthly) and spiritual blessings promised
to those who obey the Lord with an eye single to His
glory. Notice that in verse 4 the Lord promises to bless
his faithful Saints with “commandments not a few.”
Why do you think the Lord would promise this blessing
when some people do not consider commandments

to be a blessing? Ponder how following the
commandments has blessed your life.
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2. Make two columns on a page in your scripture study

journal. Label one column Temporal blessings and the
other column Spiritual blessings. List the blessings you identified
in Doctrine and Covenants 59:1-4 in the appropriate column.

In the margin of your scriptures, you may want

to write the following principle: If we keep the
commandments with an eye single to the glory of
God, then we will be blessed both temporally and
spiritually. Look for further examples of this principle
as you continue to study Doctrine and Covenants 59.

Doctrine and Covenants 59:5-8
The Lord gives commandments to the Saints

The Lord continued this revelation by giving the Saints
in Zion several commandments. Read Doctrine and
Covenants 59:5, and mark the first commandment the
Lord gave: We must love God with all of our heart,
might, mind, and strength.

3. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:
a. What do you think it means to love the Lord with all of your
heart, might, mind, and strength?
b. What are some actions or attitudes you might see in people
who love the Lord with all of their heart, might, mind,
and strength?

Think about how this commandment to love God
with all of our heart, might, mind, and strength

can influence the way we respond to all of God’s
commandments. Share with a family member or
friend a time when your love for the Lord influenced
a decision that you made. You might want to ask the
person you talk to how loving the Lord has influenced
the way he or she responds to His commandments.

Doctrine and Covenants 59:6—8 includes additional
commandments the Lord gave the Saints at this time.
As you read these verses, ponder how keeping these
commandments can allow us to demonstrate our love
for the Lord.

In Doctrine and Covenants 59:6, the Lord referred to
murder and stated that we should not “do anything
like unto it.” How is abortion “like unto” murder?
(See True to the Faith: A Gospel Reference [2004], 4-5.)



Doctrine and Covenants 59:9-19
The Lord teaches the Saints about the Sabbath day

The Lord gave a commandment that could help the
Saints put God first in their lives and deepen their
relationship with Him. Read Doctrine and Covenants
59:9-10, and identify the commandment the Lord
emphasized in these verses.

In verse 9, the Lord promises a great blessing to those
who keep the Sabbath day holy. Review verse 9, and
identify the promise the Lord gave. It may be helpful
to know that to be “unspotted from the world” refers
to being clean from the sinfulness of the world. Using
what this verse teaches, complete the following

principle in your own words: If we ,

Doctrine and Covenants 59:9-15 helps us understand
the purpose of the Sabbath and what we can do to
keep it holy. Read verses 9-15 carefully, looking for
insights into how we can keep the Sabbath day holy.
For example, in verse 9 you might identify that to “go to
the house of prayer” (go to church) is an important part
of keeping the Sabbath holy. See what other insights
you can discover as you study these verses. (It might be
helpful to know that the phrase “pay thy devotions” in
verse 10 means to worship or to demonstrate our love
and loyalty. Also, footnote 12 explains that the word
oblations refers to offerings of “time, talents, or means,
in service of God and fellowman”; the word means

generally refers to money or resources that are donated
to the Church.)

5. In your scripture
study journal, list at
least six insights you

Making Lists

B
Lists can help you organize
what you learn from the scrip-
tures so you can remember

it and share what you know
with others. When making a
list, give it a clear title and

discovered in Doctrine and
Covenants 59:9-15 about
keeping the Sabbath day holy.
These could include what our
actions or attitudes should be
or the purposes of the Lord’s

holy day. Once you have
completed your list, ponder
how keeping the Sabbath holy
in one of these areas has

include sufficient information
so you can remember the
purpose of the list later.

it will help us to

Concerning this commandment to keep

the Sabbath day holy, Elder Mark E.

Peterson of the Quorum of the Twelve

Apostles stated: “Our observance or

nonobservance of the Sabbath is an

unerring measure of our attitude
toward the Lord personally and toward his suffering
in Gethsemane, his death on the cross, and his
resurrection from the dead. It is a sign of whether we
are Christians in very deed, or whether our conversion
is so shallow that commemoration of his atoning
sacrifice means little or nothing to us” (“The Sabbath
Day,” Ensign, May 1975, 49).

How do you show the Lord your love for Him on the
Sabbath day?

4. In your scripture study journal, share how keeping the
Sabbath day holy has given you or can give you power to
become clean and remain clean from the sinfulness of the world.

affected your relationship
with the Lord.

In Doctrine and Covenants 59:15-19, the Lord
promises blessings to those who honor His holy day.

6. Write a personal goal of what you will do to help
yourself keep the Sabbath day holy.

Doctrine and Covenants 59:20-24

The Lord decrees earthly and eternal blessings upon
the faithful

What are some ways God has blessed you recently?
Which of your blessings do you feel most grateful for?
Read Doctrine and Covenants 59:20-21, and identify
how God feels about blessing us and how we should
respond. What does it mean to you to know that God
is pleased when He blesses you?

Doctrine and Covenants 59:21 teaches us that we
offend God when we do not express our gratitude
to Him and keep His commandments. The offense
and wrath of God described in this verse is evidence
of His love for us. He is displeased when we are
ungrateful or disobedient because these attitudes
distance us from Him.
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Ponder the ways in which our relationship with God
can be damaged when we do not thank Him for
our blessings.

The Lord concluded this revelation by repeating His
desire to bless us both in this life and in the life to
come. Read Doctrine and Covenants 59:23-24, and
identify how the Lord will bless those who keep His
commandments.

Throughout the rest of the day today or tomorrow,
ponder the many ways God has blessed you for
keeping His commandments. Look for opportunities
to demonstrate your love and gratitude to Him.

7. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 59 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Doctrine and
Covenants 60—62

Introduction

On August 8, 1831, the Prophet Joseph Smith and

10 elders prepared to leave Independence, Missouri,
and return to Ohio. The Lord instructed the elders to
preach the gospel as they traveled—instruction that is
now recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 60. On the
third day of their journey, the company experienced
danger on the Missouri River. The next two days,
August 12 and 13, the Prophet Joseph Smith received
two revelations from the Lord. Those revelations are
now recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 61 and 62.
They include words of instruction, warning, comfort,
and encouragement.

Doctrine and Covenants 60

The Lord commands elders to preach the gospel as they
travel from Missouri to Ohio

Think about a time when you hesitated to tell others
about your beliefs or were reluctant to share your
testimony of the gospel.
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The Lord rebuked some of the elders who had
traveled to Independence, Missouri. Read Doctrine
and Covenants 60:1-2 to learn why the Lord was
displeased with some of these elders. You may want
to mark what you learn.

The elders described in verses 1-2 had traveled from
Ohio to Independence, Missouri, to participate in
the dedication of the land and the temple site. The
Lord had commanded them to preach the gospel to
others as they traveled to Missouri (see D&C 52:9-10).
However, some of the elders had not obeyed this
commandment. The Lord said, “They will not open
their mouths, but they hide the talent which I have
given unto them” (D&C 60:1). In other words, they
had not shared their testimonies of the gospel.

According to Doctrine and Covenants 60:2, why had
some of the elders not shared their testimonies with
others?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 60:3 to find out what
can happen if we do not share our testimonies.

You may want to write the following principle in your
scriptures: We can lose our testimonies if we do not
share them. Sharing testimonies does not refer only to
formal testimonies spoken in Church meetings. Some
Church members who never or rarely speak in Church
meetings share their testimonies through the type

of lives they live. Some testify of the gospel through
enduring health trials or other hardships. Others bear
testimony informally to family members or friends
through expressions of hope and faith.

President Boyd K. Packer of the Quorum
of the Twelve Apostles taught about the
importance of sharing our testimonies:

“The Spirit and testimony of Christ will
come to you for the most part when, and



remain with you only if, you share it. In that process
is the very essence of the gospel.

“Is not this a perfect demonstration of Christianity?
You cannot find it, nor keep it, nor enlarge it unless
and until you are willing to share it. It is by giving it
away freely that it becomes yours” (“The Candle of
the Lord,” Ensign, Jan. 1983, 55).

1. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. When have you felt your testimony grow because you shared it?

b. When might you have an opportunity in the next week or so
to share your testimony?

In the rest of Doctrine and Covenants 60, you will read
that the Lord commanded these elders to proclaim
the gospel as they traveled back to Ohio. As you study,
you might underline words and phrases that relate

to bearing testimony, such as “declare my word”

or “preach.”

Doctrine and Covenants 61

The Lord provides direction for the Prophet Joseph Smith
and other elders on their journey to Ohio

The Prophet Joseph Smith and 10 elders found that
they were in danger as they traveled by canoe on the
powerful currents of the Missouri River. As you read
the following account, think about how you might
have felt if you had been there.

Missouri River, Mcllwaine's Bend

Joseph Smith recalled that on the third day of the
journey, “many of the dangers so common upon the
western waters, manifested themselves; and after we
had encamped upon the bank of the river, . . . Brother
[William W.] Phelps, in open vision by daylight, saw
the destroyer in his most horrible power, ride upon
the face of the waters; others heard the noise, but saw
not the vision” (in History of the Church, 1:203). Prior
to this vision, “some disagreements and ill feeling

had developed among the brethren” (B. H. Roberts,
A Comprehensive History of the Church, 1:262—63). That
evening, the brethren discussed their difficulties, and
most of them were able to forgive one another. The
following morning, Joseph prayed and received the
revelation recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 61.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 61:2, 20, 36-37, and
mark phrases that might have brought comfort to
these elders.

In addition to forgiving these elders of their sins, the
Lord taught that “many destructions” would occur

on the waters in the last days (see D&C 61:5, 14-19).
The Lord also spoke of His power. Read Doctrine and
Covenants 61:1, 6, 10, looking for what the Lord taught
about His power.

Because of William W. Phelps’s vision of the
destroyer upon the waters, some have assumed that
Satan has power over the waters. However, Doctrine
and Covenants 61:1 affirms that the Lord has all
power. This would include power over the waters.
Verses 6 and 10 affirm the Lord’s ability to preserve
us.You may want to write the following principle in
your scriptures: The Lord has all power, and He is
able to preserve us.

The rest of Doctrine and Covenants 61 contains further
instructions from the Lord to these elders to guide
their return to Ohio.

Doctrine and Covenants 62

The Lord commends the faithfulness of a group of elders
traveling to Independence, Missouri

In the following chart, place an “X” next to the
questions that you think might matter most to the Lord.

Should I go to Church on Sunday?

Should I wear a black skirt or a green skirt to Church?
Should | wear a red tie or a blue tie?

Should | serve a mission? If so, when?

If my mom offers to fix my favorite meal, what should
| choose?
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Depending on the circumstances, many of the
decisions we make may be important to the Lord,
while others may not be. In the revelations recorded

in Doctrine and Covenants 60-62, the Lord helped

the elders of His Church understand that some of the
decisions they needed to make mattered more to Him
than others. As you continue to study these revelations,
you can gain insights to guide you in making decisions.

To understand the setting of Doctrine and
Covenants 62, read the section introduction.

The elders mentioned in the section introduction had
traveled more slowly to Independence, Missouri, than
some of the others because of their diligent efforts

to preach the gospel. As a result, they had missed

the conference in which the land and the temple site
were dedicated.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 62:1-3, looking for some
of the blessings that come to those who preach the
gospel and share their testimonies.

Study the scripture references listed in the left column
of the following chart. In the appropriate columns,
write down things that mattered to the Lord and
things that did not matter to Him.

What mattered What did not
to the Lord? matter to Him?
D&C 60:5
D&C 61:21-22
D&C 62:5-7

2. In your scripture study journal, answer the following

question about the scriptures you studied in the chart:
What differences do you notice between the things that mattered
to the Lord and the things that did not matter?
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In the following statement by Elder

David A. Bednar of the Quorum of the

Twelve Apostles, underline words or

phrases that help you understand what

the Lord was teaching the elders when

He said that some things mattered to
Him while other things did not matter:

“Clearly, the Savior was not saying to these missionaries
that He did not care about what they were doing. Rather,
He was emphasizing the importance of putting first
things first and focusing upon the right things. . . . The
essential thing was the work they had been called to
perform; how they got there was important but was

not essential” (“A Reservoir of Living Water,” [Church
Educational System fireside for young adults, Feb. 4,
2007], 4; LDS.org).

3. Answer the following question in your scripture

study journal: How can the pattern of what matters
to the Lord and what doesn’t matter to Him guide you as you
make decisions?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 62:8, and identify two

things we can rely on when making decisions. Then

complete the following principle by filling in the

blanks: When we make decisions, we are to rely on
and

4. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. Why do you think it is important to rely on our judgment as
well as the directions of the Spirit?

b. When have you made a decision based on your own
judgment as well as direction from the Spirit? How were
you blessed for doing so?

Consider how you can act on one or more of the
principles you have learned in your study of Doctrine
and Covenants 60-62.

5. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

| have studied Doctrine and Covenants 60—62 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:



Doctrine and
Covenants 63

Introduction

In the summer of 1831, while the Prophet Joseph
Smith was overseeing the dedication of the land
where the Saints were to build Zion in Independence,
Missouri, some Church members turned away from the
Lord’s commandments and committed serious sins.
The Prophet returned to Kirtland, Ohio, on August 27,
and on August 30 he received the revelation recorded
in Doctrine and Covenants 63. In this revelation the
Lord warned the Saints about the consequences of
wickedness and rebellion, promised blessings to the
Saints who are faithful in the last days, and exhorted
His servants to remember the sacredness of His name.

Doctrine and Covenants 63:1-21

The Lord warns the Saints about the consequences of
wickedness and rebellion

Why do you think it is important that we live according
to our beliefs as members of the Church of Jesus Christ?

Review the introduction to this lesson. Then read
Doctrine and Covenants 63:1-2, 6, looking for what
the Lord told the wicked and the rebellious.

Why do you think it is important that Church members
open their hearts and listen to the Lord’s words?

Notice the phrase “let the unbelieving hold their lips”
(D&C 63:6). At this time, some Church members had
stopped believing in the truthfulness of the Church
and were publicly speaking out against Joseph Smith
and other Church leaders. One of the most vocal critics
of the Church was a man named Ezra Booth.

Before joining the Church, Ezra Booth was a Methodist
minister. He became interested in the Restoration in
early 1831 after reading from the Book of Mormon.

He traveled to Kirtland with John and Alice Johnson

to meet the Prophet. Mrs. Johnson suffered from
rheumatism, which had caused pain, swelling, and
stiffness in her arm. When she first met Joseph Smith,
she had not been able to raise her hand to her head for
about two years.

“During the interview the conversation turned on the
subject of supernatural gifts, such as were conferred
in the days of the apostles. Some one said, ‘Here is

Mrs. Johnson with a lame arm; has God given any
power to man now on the earth to cure her?” A few
moments later, when the conversation had turned in
another direction, [Joseph] Smith rose, and walking
across the room, taking Mrs. Johnson by the hand,
said in the most solemn and impressive manner:
‘Woman, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ I
command thee to be whole,” and immediately left
the room. . . . Mrs. Johnson at once lifted [her arm]
up with ease, and on her return home the next day
she was able to do her washing without difficulty or
pain” (from Haydn'’s History of the Disciples, quoted
in History of the Church, 1:215-16).

Think about how you might feel if you witnessed a
miracle like this.

Soon after Ezra Booth witnessed this miracle, he
was baptized.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 63:7-9, and identify
what the Lord taught about signs and faith. Then
complete the following principle: Faith does not come
by

After Ezra Booth was baptized, he received the
priesthood and was sent on a mission to Missouri. He
apparently began this mission with great expectations,
assuming he would be able to convert many people by
displaying signs and performing miracles. However,
after preaching for a short time and not seeing the
results he anticipated, Ezra Booth “turned away” and
apostatized (Joseph Smith, in History of the Church,
1:216). The Prophet Joseph Smith made the following
observation about Ezra Booth: “When he actually
learned that faith, humility, patience, and tribulation
go before blessing, and that God brings low before He
exalts; that instead of the “Savior’s granting him power
to smite men and make them believe,” . . . then he was
disappointed” (in History of the Church, 1:216).
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Read Doctrine and Covenants 63:10-12, looking
for additional principles about signs and faith. You
may want to mark words or phrases in verse 10 that
teach the following principle: Signs come by faith,
according to the will of God.

1. In your scripture study journal, explain why you think

we receive signs after we have exercised faith. List one or
two examples from the scriptures of people who witnessed great

signs or miracles but did not demonstrate lasting faith or
righteousness. (If you need help, see 1 Nephi 17:43-45.)

It is helpful to remember
that signs and wonders
are not always outwardly
spectacular. Often

we may receive a

sign or a witness of

the truthfulness of

the gospel in a quiet,
personal way as we
exercise faith. We can
exercise faith by praying,
studying the scriptures,
fasting, giving service,
and living the principles
of the gospel.

2. In your scripture study journal, write how exercising
faith has helped you or someone you know receive a
witness of the truthfulness of the gospel.

As mentioned above, in addition to seeking signs,
some Church members had also “turned away

from [the] commandments” (D&C 63:13) and were
committing serious sins. Read Doctrine and Covenants
63:14-19, and identify some of the sins they had
committed. It may help you to understand verse 17
if you understand the following: A whoremonger is

a person who participates in sexual sin. A sorcerer

is someone who participates in activities that invite
the influence of evil spirits. The phrase “lake which
burneth with fire and brimstone” is used as a
metaphor for the state of severe misery awaiting the
wicked after they die (see Mosiah 3:27). This is also to
what “the second death” in Doctrine and Covenants
63:17 is referring (see also Guide to the Scriptures,
“Death, Spiritual,” scriptures.lds.org).

You may want to mark words in Doctrine and
Covenants 63:16 that teach the following principle: If
we look upon others with lust, we will not have the
Spirit, but we will deny the faith. Lusting includes
looking at pornography.
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Doctrine and Covenants 63:22-66
The Lord promises blessings to the faithful in the last days

In the revelation recorded in Doctrine and

Covenants 63, the Lord spoke of the destruction that
will come upon the wicked in the last days, but He also
made powerful promises to the Saints.

As you learn about the destruction and promises the
Lord spoke of, answer the following statements by
marking them true (T) or false (F) after reading the
associated scripture references. You may want to mark
in your scriptures important principles you learn as you
complete this assignment.

1. During the wars in the last days, wicked people
will destroy one another. (See D&C 63:32-33.)

2. The Saints will easily escape all of the
judgments and destructions of the last days.
(See D&C 63:34.)

3. When Jesus Christ comes again, He will destroy
any wicked people who are still on the earth.
(See D&C 63:34.)

4. Those who are faithful will eventually overcome
all the challenges of this life. (See D&C 63:47-48.)

5. Righteous people who die before the Second
Coming will be resurrected when the Savior
comes to the earth. (See D&C 63:49.)

6. Righteous people who are living on the earth at
the time of the Second Coming will never die.
(See D&C 63:50-51.)

Statement 1 is true, and statement 2 is false. The
following statement from the Prophet Joseph Smith
explains why statement 2 is false: “It is a false idea that
the Saints will escape all the judgments, whilst the
wicked suffer; for all flesh is subject to suffer, and ‘the
righteous shall hardly escape;” still many of the Saints
will escape, for the just shall live by faith; yet many of
the righteous shall fall a prey to disease, to pestilence,
etc., by reason of the weakness of the flesh, and yet
be saved in the Kingdom of God” (in History of the
Church, 4:11).

Statements 3-5 are true, and statement 6 is false.

Doctrine and Covenants 63:47 contains a promise from
the Lord. Complete the following principle based on
this verse: If we are

then we will

In what ways can the Lord help you “overcome the
world” in your daily life?



As the Prophet Joseph Smith explained, we will not
be able to escape all of the difficulties that come in the
world in this life. However, if we are righteous, we will
“yet be saved in the Kingdom of God” (in History of
the Church, 4:11). Study Doctrine and Covenants 63:49,
looking for blessings received by those who faithfully
overcome the world.

One way we can demonstrate our faithfulness

is through the way we use the Lord’s name, as
explained in Doctrine and Covenants 63:59-64. As
you study these verses, look for words and phrases
that teach the following principle: The name of
Jesus Christ is sacred and must be spoken with
care.You may want to mark in your scriptures the
words and phrases that teach this principle.

3. In your scripture study journal, list some situations
when you might appropriately use the name of Jesus
Christ. Then answer the following questions:

a. Why do you think we use the Savior's name when we pray
and testify and perform priesthood ordinances?

b. When you use the Savior's name, what can you do to
remember that it is sacred and must be spoken with care?

This principle does not apply only to the name of
the Savior. Think about some other words or subjects
that “come from above” and are sacred. Then think
about how you can make sure you speak about them
“with care.”

Elder Dallin H. Oaks of the Quorum

of the Twelve Apostles taught that the

principle you have learned about the

name of Jesus Christ also applies to the

name of Heavenly Father: “There are no

more sacred or significant words in all of
our language than the names of God the Father and
his Son, Jesus Christ” (“Reverent and Clean,” Ensign,
May 1986, 50).

4. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 63 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Doctrine and
Covenants 64:1-19

Introduction

In September 1831, the Prophet Joseph Smith and a
number of elders had recently returned to Ohio from
their journey to dedicate the land and the temple site in
Zion, or Independence, Missouri. During this journey
the elders had experienced some disagreements and
bad feelings, but most were able to reconcile with each
other. On September 11, the Prophet received the
revelation recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 64.

Doctrine and Covenants 64:1-7
The Lord assures the elders of His willingness to forgive

Think about a time when you were hurt by the words
or actions of another person and how you responded
in that situation.

The Prophet Joseph Smith received the revelation
recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 64 about one
month after he and a group of elders had returned to
Ohio from Independence, Missouri. These elders and
other Church members had experienced difficulties
because of disagreements and hard feelings among
themselves. In this revelation the Lord said, “There
are those among you who have sinned” (D&C 64:3).
The Lord’s words in this revelation teach us how to
respond when others have hurt us.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 64:1-4, looking for

phrases that describe how the Lord responded to

those who had sinned. Write them in the following
chart. (You may also want to mark them in

your scriptures.)

D&C 64:2 D&C 64:3 D&C 64:4
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1. Doctrine and Covenants 64:1-4 teaches that the Lord

is compassionate, forgiving, and merciful. In your
scripture study journal, write why this principle about the Savior
is important to you.

At the time this revelation was received, some
Church members, including some of the elders who
had been traveling with Joseph Smith, had become
critical of the Prophet. In Doctrine and Covenants
64:6, the Lord referred to the criticism of the Prophet
by using the phrase “sought occasion against him.”
Read Doctrine and Covenants 64:5-6, looking for
what the Lord taught.

Ponder the following questions:

e What did the Lord say about Joseph Smith?
e What can we learn from these verses?

The Lord also explained some conditions of forgiveness.

According to Doctrine and Covenants 64:7, what must
we do to receive the Lord’s forgiveness?

Doctrine and Covenants 64:8-19
The Lord commands His servants to forgive one another

In addition to feeling physical pain, what emotions

do you think you would feel if you were bitten or stung
by a venomous animal? Rattlesnakes are venomous
snakes common in the Americas. Rattlesnake bites
cause pain, swelling, numbness, and discoloration. If
they are untreated, they can lead to permanent tissue
damage or even death.

Elder Marion D. Hanks of the Seventy spoke about

the choices a person faces if they have been bitten by a
rattlesnake: “There are two courses of action to follow
when one is bitten by a rattlesnake. One may, in anger,
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fear, or vengefulness, pursue the creature and kill it.
Or he may make full haste to get the venom out of his
system” (“Forgiveness: The Ultimate Form of Love,”
Ensign, Jan. 1974, 21).

Which of these two courses of action do you think is
wiser? Why?

Elder Hanks said, “If we pursue the [second] course
we will likely survive, but if we attempt to follow the
[first], we may not be around long enough to finish it”
(“Forgiveness,” 21).

A person’s choices after receiving a rattlesnake bite
can be compared to our choices when we feel hurt
because of the words or actions of another person.
Read Doctrine and Covenants 64:8, looking for the
consequences some of the Lord’s disciples faced
because they refused to forgive one another.

2. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. How can a person be afflicted (or hurt) by not forgiving
others?

b. How is this like the consequences of a person chasing a
rattlesnake that has bitten him or her?

Study Doctrine and Covenants 64:9, looking for
another consequence of not forgiving others.

We learn from Doctrine and Covenants 64:9 that if we
do not forgive others, we stand condemned before
the Lord.

The lesson that may be most helpful to us to learn
from this passage is to be forgiving. We receive great
peace in our lives when we forgive others. As you read
the following statement by Elder David E. Sorensen
of the Seventy, think about how it relates to this truth:
“It can be very difficult to forgive someone the harm
they’ve done us, but when we do, we open ourselves
up to a better future. No longer does someone else’s
wrongdoing control our course. When we forgive
others, it frees us to choose how we will live our own
lives. Forgiveness means that problems of the past no
longer dictate our destinies, and we can focus on the
future with God'’s love in our hearts” (“Forgiveness
Will Change Bitterness to Love,” Ensign or Liahona,
May 2003, 12).

Carefully study Doctrine and Covenants 64:10-11,
and identify further principles the Lord taught about
forgiveness.



3. In your scripture study journal, explain how the
principles you learned from Doctrine and Covenants
64:10-11 could help a person in the following situations:

a. A young woman is hurt and embarrassed after learning
that some of her peers have been spreading gossip about
her. Later, some of these people apologize, but others do
not. The young woman forgives those who apologized but
holds a grudge against the others.

b. A young man disobeys a commandment. He prays for
forgiveness and discusses the problem with his bishop.
However, even after the bishop has assured the young man
that he has fully repented, the young man continues to feel
unworthy because of this past sin.

¢. A young woman is feeling sad and confused because of the
actions of her father. He has abandoned his family. Before
he left, he rarely showed love for the family and was often
cruel. She does not understand why her father acted this
way, and she carries feelings of anger toward him. She
knows she should seek to forgive him, but she doesn’t
think that she can.

Consider if there is anyone whom you

need to forgive. At times it can be

extremely difficult to forgive another.

As you read the following counsel from

President Gordon B. Hinckley, look for

what you can do if you are struggling to
forgive someone: “If there be any who nurture in their
hearts the poisonous brew of enmity toward another, I
plead with you to ask the Lord for strength to forgive.
... It may not be easy, and it may not come quickly.
But if you will seek it with sincerity and cultivate it, it
will come” (“OfYou It Is Required to Forgive,” Ensign,
June 1991, 5).

4. Answer the following question in your scripture study
journal: How do you think praying for strength can help
you to forgive?

Study Doctrine and Covenants 64:12-14. Note that the
Lord taught that our choice to forgive others does not
relieve them of responsibility for their actions. They
are still accountable to the Lord for the wrongs they
have done.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 64:15-17, and notice
that the Lord specifically said that He would forgive
two of His servants, Isaac Morley and Edward
Partridge, because they would repent of their sins.

At the beginning of this lesson, you learned that the
Lord is compassionate, forgiving, and merciful. As you
forgive, you can become more like Him. Decide how
you can apply the principles of forgiveness you have
learned today.

[J Scripture Mastery—Doctrine and
Covenants 64:9-11

Spend a few minutes reading Doctrine and Covenants
64:9-11 out loud. Once you have repeated the scripture
passage at least five times, find a sibling, parent, or friend
who will help you practice memorizing it. Recite the
scripture passage to this person until you can repeat it
from memory. Explain to the person how the principles
in these verses can help you throughout your life. Then
ask the person to sign today’s entry in your scripture
study journal.

5. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 64:1-19 and completed
this lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

UNIT 14: DAY 4

Doctrine and
Covenants 64:20-43

Introduction

The Prophet Joseph Smith received the revelation
recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 64 on

September 11, 1831. About two weeks before he
received this revelation, the Prophet had returned to
Ohio after overseeing the dedication of the land and
the temple site of Zion in Independence, Missouri.
Doctrine and Covenants 64:20-43 contains the Lord’s
teachings about the sacrifices He required of the Saints
and about the establishment of Zion in the latter days.

Doctrine and Covenants 64:20-25
The Lord teaches that He requires our hearts

On the following lines, write about a time when you
felt you sacrificed to follow the Lord’s commandments
(such as refraining from participating in a sporting
event or a similar activity in order to keep the Sabbath
day holy):
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Think about how you may have been blessed for
making this sacrifice. You can learn more about
sacrifices the Lord requires of us as you study
Doctrine and Covenants 64:20—43 and read the Lord’s
commandments to Isaac Morley, Frederick G. Williams,
and other early Church members.

Isaac Morley farm, Kirtland, Ohio

Isaac Morley owned a large farm in Kirtland, Ohio. He
generously invited many Church members, including
Joseph Smith and his family, to live on the property.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 64:20, looking for what
the Lord instructed Isaac Morley to do with his farm.
In the appropriate space in following chart, write what
the Lord told Isaac Morley to do.

Isaac Morley Frederick G.
(D&C 64:20) Williams (D&C
64:21)

What did the Lord
say he should do?

How did he react
to the Lord's
instruction?

(See information
below.)

What was the
result of obeying
the Lord’s
instruction?

(See information
below.)
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This was a great sacrifice for Isaac Morley. Most
of the money from the sale of the farm was to be
used to buy land for other Church members in
Independence, Missouri.

Study Doctrine and Covenants 64:20, looking for the
blessing the Lord promised to give Isaac Morley if
Isaac sold his farm. From this verse we learn that if
we follow the Lord’s will for us, we will not be
tempted above that which we can bear.

Isaac Morley followed the Lord’s commandment to
sell his farm and was blessed to be able to withstand
temptation. He was one of the first Saints to settle in
Independence, Missouri, where he sought to establish
Zion. He served the Lord faithfully throughout his
life. In the chart, write Isaac’s reaction and the result
of his action.

1. In your scripture study journal, list two or three

commandments the Lord has given to all of us (such as
the commandment to pray always). Then explain how obeying
these commandments can help you avoid temptation.

Another man, Frederick G. Williams, also owned a
farm in Kirtland. His farm consisted of two houses, a
large barn, and many acres of land. Read Doctrine and
Covenants 64:21, looking for the commandment the
Lord gave Frederick G. Williams.

In the chart above, write what the Lord commanded
Frederick G. Williams to do with his farm.

Although Frederick G. Williams was not asked to sell
his farm like Isaac Morley, he still demonstrated a
willingness to sacrifice. He told the Prophet Joseph
Smith that his farm could be used to house Church
members in need, including the Prophet’s parents.

In addition, Brother Williams allowed the crops and
animals raised on his farm to be used to feed and
support the Saints. Later, he consecrated his entire
farm to the Church without receiving any payment in
return. Through the sacrifices of Frederick G. Williams
and other faithful Saints in Ohio, the Lord retained
“a strong hold in the land of Kirtland, for the space of
five years” (D&C 64:21). During these years, the Saints
built the Kirtland Temple. They dedicated the temple
in 1836, five years after the revelation in Doctrine and
Covenants 64 was given.

In the chart, complete the column for Frederick G.
Williams by writing in the appropriate places what he
did and the result of this action.

From the examples of Isaac Morley and Frederick G.
Williams, we learn the following principle: We are
blessed as we obey the Lord and offer the sacrifices
He asks of us.You may want to write this principle in
your scriptures.



The sacrifices Isaac Morley and Frederick G. Williams
made regarding their farms illustrate another sacrifice
the Lord required of them and that He requires of us
today. Read Doctrine and Covenants 64:22, looking for
the sacrifice the Lord requires of us.

You may want to mark the following principle in
verse 22: The Lord requires our hearts.

2. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. What do you think it means that the Lord requires our
hearts?

b. How can you show the Lord that you are willing to give
your heart to Him?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 64:23-25, and identify
a commandment we can keep to show that we have
given our hearts to the Lord.

During this time in Church history, the term “tithing”
referred to all free-will offerings or contributions to the
Church. In 1838, tithing was defined as one-tenth of a
person’s increase (see D&C 119 heading). Since that
time, all members were expected to pay 10 percent of
their increase annually.

3. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. How can paying tithing show that we have given our hearts
to the Lord?

b. What are the blessings of paying a full and honest tithe?

Review Doctrine and Covenants 64:23, looking for
the promise the Lord gives to those who pay tithing.

While the blessing specified in verse 23 applies to
the future, the Lord also blesses us now for paying
tithing. Think about experiences you have had when
you or your family have been blessed as a result of
paying tithing.

Doctrine and Covenants 64:26—43
The Lord gives instructions for the establishment of Zion

Think of a time when you were told to complete a task
that was difficult or felt overwhelming.

In August 1831, the Lord gave the Saints the enormous
task of obtaining the money to purchase all of the land
required to build the city of Zion in Jackson County,
Missouri. The Saints knew that once they had purchased
the land, they would have to work hard to build the city
and the temple there.

Doctrine and Covenants 64:26—29 contains the Lord’s
command to two of His servants, Newel K. Whitney
and Sidney Gilbert, to use their store in Kirtland, Ohio,
to help provide for the needs of the Saints. This is one
example of a way some of the Saints were asked to
sacrifice and contribute to the building of Zion.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 64:30-33, looking for
phrases that might have encouraged the Saints who
were seeking to accomplish the enormous task of
building Zion.

Based on what you learned from reading these verses,
complete the following principle:

If we ,
then we can accomplish great things.

After the Lord encouraged the Saints to be diligent

in doing good things, He spoke again of obedience.
Have you ever obeyed a parent, Church leader, teacher,
or coach, but did so with a poor attitude? Notice in
Doctrine and Covenants 64:34 the words that describe
the attitude we should have as we obey the Lord.

You may want to write the following principle in your
scriptures next to verse 34: We are to obey the Lord
with our hearts and willing minds.

4. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:
a. What do you think it means to obey the Lord with “the heart
and a willing mind"?
b. Think of a time when you obeyed the Lord with your heart
and a willing mind. How was this different from times when
you may not have obeyed so willingly?
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Read Doctrine and Covenants 64:41-43, looking

for information about the establishment of Zion

in our day. It is important to remember that in the
last days Zion will not only exist in one geographic
location, such as Independence, Missouri. Zion will be
established in all nations where people obey the Lord
with their hearts and willing minds.

5. In your scripture study journal, write down a goal of one

thing you will do to obey the Lord with more heartfelt and
willing obedience. As you work on this goal notice the difference
this type of obedience makes in your life.

6. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

| have studied Doctrine and Covenants 64:20—-43 and completed
this lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, or insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Doctrine and
Covenants 65—66

Introduction

On September 12, 1831, Joseph Smith and his family
moved from Kirtland, Ohio, to Hiram, Ohio, about 30
miles southeast of Kirtland. They did this in response
to counsel from the Lord (see D&C 63:65). The Prophet
and his family moved in with the family of John

and Alice Johnson, recent converts to the Church. A
major reason for moving from Kirtland was to resume
work on the inspired translation of the Bible (often
referred to as the Joseph Smith Translation, or JST).
Once in Hiram, Joseph recommenced that work. On
October 30, 1831, the Prophet Joseph Smith received
the revelation recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 65.
In this revelation the Lord teaches that the gospel will
be spread throughout the earth in preparation for His
Second Coming and that the Saints are to pray for the
growth of the kingdom of God.

William E. McLellin was baptized on August 20,
1831. Soon after that he was ordained an elder, and
he accompanied Hyrum Smith for a few weeks as
a missionary. In October he traveled to Ohio for a
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conference of the Church. While there, he met the
Prophet Joseph Smith. Through the Prophet the Lord
gave William instructions and warnings to help him
stay faithful and eventually receive eternal life. This
revelation is recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 66.

Doctrine and Covenants 65
The Lord declares that the gospel will fill the earth

1. In your scripture study journal, list some things you
regularly pray for.

Doctrine and Covenants 65 is a revelation on prayer.
As you study this revelation, you will find counsel
from the Lord about something we should pray for—
particularly as we witness the fulfillment of events
prophesied to occur in the latter days.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 65:1-2, looking for how
the Lord described the spreading of the gospel. You
may want to mark where the Lord said the gospel of
Jesus Christ will go.

Notice that the Lord said that “the keys of the kingdom
of God are committed unto man on the earth” (D&C
65:2). The phrase “keys of the kingdom” refers to

the priesthood authority to preside and to authorize
the administration and performance of priesthood
ordinances in the Church. With these priesthood keys,
the President of the Church leads our efforts to preach
the gospel.

What do you know about Daniel’s interpretation of
King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, recorded in Daniel 2
in the Old Testament?



You may recall that King Nebuchadnezzar had been
troubled by a dream and that the Lord revealed the
dream and its meaning to the prophet Daniel. In
the dream a great image, which represented various
political kingdoms, was destroyed by a stone cut
without hands from a mountain. The stone started
small but grew until it filled the whole earth. (See
Daniel 2:31-45.)

In Doctrine and Covenants 65:2, the phrase “kingdom
of God” refers to the kingdom of God on the earth—
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (see
Doctrine and Covenants 65:5-6). You may want to
write this in your scriptures near verse 2.

Read the following statement from President Gordon B.
Hinckley, looking for what he said about the kingdom
of God:

“We are citizens in the greatest kingdom on earth—a
kingdom not directed by the wisdom of men but led
by the Lord Jesus Christ. Its presence is real. Its destiny
is certain. This is the kingdom of which the prophet
Daniel spoke—a stone, as it were, that should be cut
out of the mountain without hands and roll forth and
fill the earth. (See Dan. 2:34-35.)

“No mortal man created this kingdom. It came
through revelation from its divine head. And since
the nineteenth-century days of its inception, it has
gone forth like a rolling snowball gathering mass”
(“Pillars of Truth,” Ensign, Jan. 1994, 4).

2. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. In what ways do you see that Daniel’s prophecy is being
fulfilled today? How does this strengthen your testimony
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints?

b. What does it mean to you to be part of the kingdom of God
on the earth?

Read the following statement from Elder
Neil L. Andersen of the Quorum of the
Twelve Apostles, and think about how
you might complete the final sentence:

“Have you ever thought about why
you were sent to earth at this specific time? You were
not born during the time of Adam and Eve or while
pharaohs ruled Egypt or during the Ming dynasty.
You have come to earth at this time, 20 centuries after
the first coming of Christ. The priesthood of God has
been restored to the earth, and the Lord has set His
hand to prepare the world for His glorious return.
These are days of great opportunity and important
responsibilities. These are your days.

“With your baptism, you declared your faith in Jesus
Christ. . . . One of your important responsibilities is
to...” (“Preparing the World for the Second Coming,”
Ensign or Liahona, May 2011, 49).

Read Doctrine and Covenants 65:3—4, looking for
responsibilities you have as a member of the kingdom
of God on the earth.

In verse 3, the phrase “prepare ye the supper of the
Lamb” refers to our responsibility to prepare the world
for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. You may want
to write the following principle in your scriptures

next to Doctrine and Covenants 65:3—4: We have a
responsibility to prepare ourselves and others for
the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Elder Andersen testified of this truth. He completed
the final sentence in the statement above with these
words: “One of your important responsibilities is to
help prepare the world for the Second Coming of
the Savior” (“Preparing the World for the Second
Coming,” 49).

E 3. Answer the following questions in your scripture

study journal:

a. As you think about your responsibility to prepare yourself and
others for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, what thoughts
and feelings do you have?

b. Notice in Doctrine and Covenants 65:4 that we are to “make
known [the Lord's] wonderful works among the people.”
What are some ways you can do this?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 65:5—-6, and mark at
least three things we should pray for.

How might praying for these things help you prepare
yourself and others for the Second Coming?

Read the following statement by President Thomas S.
Monson. Look for something President Monson asked
us to continually pray for, and think about how such
prayers can help prepare the world for the Second
Coming of Jesus Christ.

“I would ask that your faith and prayers continue to
be offered in behalf of those areas where our influence
is limited and where we are not allowed to share the
gospel freely at this time. Miracles can occur as we

do so” (“Welcome to Conference,” Ensign or Liahona,
Nov. 2009, 6).

4. From what you have learned in Doctrine and
Covenants 65, write about one thing you will do to help
prepare yourself and others for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.
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Doctrine and Covenants 66
The Lord counsels William E. McLellin to continue faithful

to the end

William E. McLellin had prayed in secret, asking
that the Lord would reveal answers to five specific
questions through the Prophet Joseph Smith.
Without revealing the questions, William requested
a revelation. On October 29, 1831, as the Prophet
Joseph dictated the revelation found in Doctrine
and Covenants 66, William found that each of his

questions was answered.

Although William E. McLellin did not remain faithful,
writing 10 years after he had left the Church, he
could not deny that the Prophet Joseph Smith had
been inspired. He recorded the following regarding
this revelation: “I now testify in the fear of God, that
every question which I had thus lodged in the ears
of the Lord of Sabbaoth, were answered to my full
and entire satisfaction. I desired it for a testimony of
Joseph's inspiration. And I to this day consider it to
me an evidence which I cannot refute” (in Jan Shipps
and John W. Welch, eds., The Journals of William E.
McLellin, 1831-1836 [1994], 57).

Inserting Your Name
in the Scriptures

B
To make a scriptural teach-
ing more personal, consider
inserting your own name

in a verse of scripture. For
example, you could insert
your name at the beginning
of Doctrine and Covenants
66:12, imagining that the Lord
is speaking directly to you.

As you study Doctrine
and Covenants 66,

look for encouraging
promises the Lord gave
to William E. McLellin.
Also look for words of
correction and warning,.

5. In your scripture

study journal, write
one of the promises and one
of the warnings the Lord gave
to Brother McLellin, including
the verse numbers where they
are found. Then write a

sentence or two, explaining what the promise and the warning

teach you about the Lord.

6. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 65—66 and completed this

lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share

with my teacher:
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Doctrine and
Covenants 67/

Introduction

In November 1831, a group of elders gathered for
a special conference in Hiram, Ohio. One item of
discussion at the conference was the publication of
revelations the Prophet Joseph Smith had received.
During this meeting the Lord gave a revelation to
Joseph Smith and designated it as the preface to the
book of revelations that would be published. That
revelation is now the first section of the Doctrine and
Covenants. Later in the conference, the Lord gave
a revelation that is now recorded in Doctrine and
Covenants 67. In that revelation the Lord spoke to
brethren who had questions about the language of
the revelations He had given to the Prophet.

Doctrine and Covenants 67:1-3
The Savior knows the minds and the hearts of men

Have you ever wondered why some people receive
a testimony of gospel principles and others do not?

In November of 1831, a group of elders, including

the Prophet Joseph Smith, gathered to discuss the
publication of the revelations the Prophet had received.
Several of the elders had received a testimony that the
revelations were true. However, others may have still
been hoping to receive such a testimony.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 67:1-2, looking for what
the Lord said about prayer.

From what you learn in verses 1-2, fill in the blanks
in the following principle: The Lord hears my
and knows my




1. Answer the following question in your scripture study

journal: How can knowing this principle help you improve

your prayers? Then write about an experience that has
helped you or someone you know gain a spiritual confirmation
of gospel truths.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 67:3, looking for why
some of the elders did not receive the blessing the
Lord had offered them.You may want to mark the
phrases that stand out to you.

2. Answer the following question in your scripture study

journal: How can allowing fear into your heart prevent
you from receiving blessings? Then make a list of fears that might
stop people from receiving blessings.

Ponder the Lord’s power to help us replace fear with
faith. How can this knowledge help someone continue
to develop a testimony?

Doctrine and Covenants 67:4-9
The Lord challenges those who criticize His revelations

Have you ever wondered why we should follow
Church leaders even though they are imperfect?

Read the section introduction for Doctrine and
Covenants 67 and verse 5, looking for the different
attitudes some elders had toward the revelations.
(Remember that the first collection of the Prophet
Joseph Smith’s revelations was titled the Book of
Commandments. Later, the title was changed to

the Doctrine and Covenants.) Note in the section
introduction that “many of the brethren bore solemn
testimony” of the truthfulness of the revelations.
However, “some negative conversation was had
concerning the language used in the revelations.”
According to verse 5, some elders thought they could
“express beyond [Joseph Smith’s] language.” Because
of pride in their own intellect, they felt they were more
qualified to write revelations than the Lord’s anointed
prophet (see 2 Nephi 9:28-29).

Read Doctrine and Covenants 67:4, and also read
verse 5 again. Look for how the Lord responded to the
elders’ concerns about the language of the revelations.

Why do you think it was important for the elders
to understand that the Lord knew He was working
through imperfect servants?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 67:6-9, looking for the
challenge the Lord gave to those who were concerned
about the language of the revelations.

William E. McLellin decided to take the Lord’s challenge
to write a revelation comparable to those the Prophet
Joseph Smith had received. Joseph Smith recorded the
following in his history: “William E. M'Lellin, as the
wisest man, in his own estimation, having more learning
than sense, endeavored to write a commandment like
unto one of the least of the Lord’s, but failed; it was an
awful responsibility to write in the name of the Lord.
The Elders and all present that witnessed this vain
attempt of a man to imitate the language of Jesus Christ,
renewed their faith in the fullness of the Gospel, and

in the truth of the commandments and revelations
which the Lord had given to the Church through my
instrumentality; and the Elders signified a willingness to
bear testimony of their truth to all the world” (in History
of the Church, 1:226).
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After this event, all of the elders who were present
agreed to sign a document giving formal testimony
of the truthfulness of the revelations contained in
the Book of Commandments.

3. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:
a. Why do you think Joseph Smith, who had limited formal
schooling, could produce these revelations, but William E.
McLellin, who was well educated, could not?

b. What can you learn from this account about judging our
leaders because of their imperfections?

Ponder your commitment to follow your leaders in
righteousness, regardless of the imperfections you
or others may see in them.

Doctrine and Covenants 67:10-14

The Lord counsels His followers how to prepare to abide
in God's presence

4. In your scripture study journal, draw a chart with two

columns. Label the first column Reward and the second
column How to Obtain the Reward. Read Doctrine and Covenants
67:10-14, looking for the reward the Savior promised these
brethren and the actions necessary for them to obtain that
reward. Write your answers in the appropriate columns.

According to these verses, what did these brethren
need to do to abide the presence of God? (The word
abide means to endure or to remain in a certain place.)
If they stripped themselves from jealousies and fears
and humbled themselves, they would be able to abide
the presence of God.

As recorded in Doctrine and Covenants

67:13, these brethren were encouraged to

“continue in patience” until they were

perfected. Read the following account,

shared by President Dieter F. Uchtdorf of

the First Presidency, which teaches about
the importance of patience in the process of
becoming perfect:

“In the 1960s, a professor at Stanford University
began a modest experiment testing the willpower of
four-year-old children. He placed before them a large
marshmallow and then told them they could eat it
right away or, if they waited for 15 minutes, they
could have two marshmallows.

“He then left the children alone and watched what
happened behind a two-way mirror. Some of the
children ate the marshmallow immediately; some
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could wait only a few minutes before giving in to
temptation. Only 30 percent were able to wait”
(“Continue in Patience,” Ensign or Liahona, May
2010, 56).

How do you think this professor’s experiment and
findings could apply to youth today?

President Uchtdorf then spoke about the findings
from the marshmallow experiment:

“As time went on, [the professor] kept track of the
children and began to notice an interesting correlation:
the children who could not wait struggled later in

life and had more behavioral problems, while those
who waited tended to be more positive and better
motivated, have higher grades and incomes, and have
healthier relationships.

“What started as a simple experiment with children and
marshmallows became a landmark study suggesting
that the ability to wait—to be patient—was a key
character trait that might predict later success in life. . . .

“Waiting can be hard. Children know it, and so do
adults. We live in a world offering fast food, instant
messaging, on-demand movies, and immediate
answers to the most trivial or profound questions.
We don't like to wait. . ..

“Patience—the ability to put our desires on hold for a
time—is a precious and rare virtue. We want what we
want, and we want it now. Therefore, the very idea of
patience may seem unpleasant and, at times, bitter.

“Nevertheless, without patience, we cannot please
God; we cannot become perfect. Indeed, patience is a
purifying process that refines understanding, deepens
happiness, focuses action, and offers hope for peace”
(“Continue in Patience,” 56).

Q& 5. Answer the following question in your scripture study
journal: Why do you think patience is necessary in your
efforts to be worthy and abide the presence of the Lord? Also,
take a few minutes to ponder areas in your life in which you
might need to have more patience with yourself or others. If you
feel comfortable doing so, record a goal that includes being more
patient in your efforts to become pure before God.

6. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

| have studied Doctrine and Covenants 67 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:



Doctrine and
Covenants 68

Introduction

On November 1, 1831, the Prophet Joseph Smith

met with a group of elders in Hiram, Ohio, for a
special conference. They discussed the publication

of the Book of Commandments, a collection of the
revelations the Prophet had received. Four of the elders
at the conference asked Joseph Smith to inquire of
the Lord about His will for them. In response to this
request, the Prophet received a revelation that is now

recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 68. The revelation

includes counsel to those called to preach the gospel,
instructions about the calling of bishops, and a
commandment for parents to teach their children
the principles and ordinances of the gospel.

Doctrine and Covenants 68:1-12

The Savior gives counsel to those who are called to preach
the gospel

Consider the following questions:

* What worries or concerns might someone have
about serving a full-time mission?

* What are some reasons people sometimes feel
nervous about sharing the gospel with their family
members and friends?

During a conference on November 1, 1831, four elders
who would be serving as missionaries approached the
Prophet Joseph Smith and asked to know the Lord’s
will concerning them. In response, the Lord revealed
a pattern for preaching the gospel.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 68:1-5, looking for a
pattern for preaching the gospel. Consider marking
what you find. (You will find the word ensample in

verses 2 and 3. An ensample is a pattern or model.)

Which of the following is not part of the pattern for
preaching the gospel as found in verse 1?

e Sing songs of everlasting love.

* Proclaim the gospel by the Spirit.
* Reason with those you teach.

* Expound the scriptures.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 68:6, looking for
the additional encouragement the Lord gave to
His servants.

1. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. What principles do you see in Doctrine and Covenants 68:6
that might bring comfort to a missionary?

b. Why is it important for you to know that the Lord stands by
His faithful missionaries?

¢. How might this promise help you in your efforts to share the
gospel now?

You may want to write the following principle in your
scriptures next to Doctrine and Covenants 68:4: When
the Lord’s servants are moved upon by the Holy
Ghost, their words will lead people to salvation.

While those who are ordained to preach the gospel can
help us know the will of the Lord, only the President of
the Church has the right to receive and declare the will
of the Lord for the entire Church. Under his direction,
members of the First Presidency and the Quorum of the
Twelve Apostles also have the authority to declare God’s
will for us. Thus, the principle taught in verse 4 can apply
each time a member of the First Presidency or Quorum
of the Twelve Apostles speaks in general conference.
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Read Doctrine and Covenants 68:3-5 again, and identify
a promise the Lord gives to His ordained servants. Then
complete the following statement: When the Lord’s
servants speak as they are moved by the Holy Ghost,
their words are

2. Answer the following question in your scripture study
journal: What are some ways to invite the influence of
the Holy Ghost as we share the gospel?

In Doctrine and Covenants 68:7-12, we read that the
Lord called these four elders to preach the gospel and
baptize those who would believe. We also read about
the blessings that come to them and to those who
believe their words.

Doctrine and Covenants 68:13-24
The Lord reveals the qualifications for the office of bishop

Imagine that a friend of another faith asks, “How was
your bishop chosen?” What would you say?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 68:14-15, 20, looking for
how bishops are selected.

The phrase “literal descendant of Aaron” refers to
descendants of Moses’s brother, Aaron, in the Old
Testament. This descendant would have a right to the
office of Presiding Bishop if called and approved by the
First Presidency. In Moses’s day only descendants of the
tribe of Levi held the Levitical or Aaronic priesthood. A
person had to be a blood descendent of this line to be
given the priesthood. The right to hold this priesthood
went from father to son. At that time, if the father

did not hold the priesthood, a son would not have

that opportunity.

Write the following principle in your scriptures:
Bishops must be approved by the First Presidency
and ordained by proper authority.

In the early days of the Church, members of the First
Presidency ordained and set apart all bishops. In

the Church today, this is still true for the Presiding
Bishop. However, the calling, ordaining, and setting
apart of bishops is conducted by stake presidents
under the direction of the First Presidency. A stake
president, with support from his counselors in the
stake presidency, seeks revelation to know when to
call a new bishop and whom to call. He sends his
recommendation to the First Presidency for approval.
When the First Presidency approves this calling, they
authorize the stake president to ordain and set apart
the new bishop.
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3. Answer the following question in your scripture study
journal: Why is it important to you to know that the First
Presidency approved the calling of your bishop?

Before the Prophet Joseph Smith received the
revelation recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 68,
Edward Partridge was the only bishop in the Church.
When other bishops were called, Bishop Partridge
served as the Presiding Bishop. Today the Presiding
Bishop is a General Authority and has responsibility
over the temporal welfare of the entire Church (see
D&C 107:68).

Doctrine and Covenants 68:25-35
The Lord commands parents to teach their children

Do you ever think about the possibility of being
married and having children in a few years?

List three things that you will want to teach your
children:

Read Doctrine and Covenants 68:25-27, and mark the
doctrines the Lord commanded parents to teach their
children. If these things are not on your list, consider
adding them.

4. In your scripture study journal, write about why you

think parents are commanded to teach their children to
understand the doctrine of repentance, faith in Christ, baptism,
and the gift of the Holy Ghost. How have your parents helped
you learn the gospel? Consider writing them a note of gratitude.

In Doctrine and Covenants 68:28-31, the Lord gave
additional counsel to parents, as well as to the Saints
in Zion.

5. To help in your preparation to be a parent, complete
two or more of the following activities. Answer the
questions in your scripture study journal.



a. Read Doctrine and Covenants 68:28, looking for what the
Lord commands parents to teach their children.

¢ Why do you think it would be important for you to teach
your children to pray?

e How were you taught to pray?
e How has prayer blessed you and your family?

e In your opinion, how does prayer help us “walk uprightly
before the Lord"?

b. Read Doctrine and Covenants 68:29, looking for what the Lord
commands the inhabitants of Zion (Church members) to do.

e What have you learned from your parents or others about
keeping the Sabbath day holy?

e What can you do to help your family keep the Sabbath
day holy?

¢. Read Doctrine and Covenants 68:30, looking for what the
Lord commands parents and children to do. (Note that the
word idler refers to someone who is lazy or not engaged in
productive activities.)

e When have you seen the blessings that come from
hard work?

Read the following information about idleness: “The Lord
has commanded us not to be idle. Idleness can lead to
inappropriate behavior, damaged relationships, and sin. One
form of idleness is spending excessive amounts of time in
activities that keep you from productive work, such as using
the Internet, playing video games, and watching television”
(For the Strength of Youth [booklet, 2011], 40).

e How can idleness lead to wickedness?
e What are some things that can help a person overcome a
tendency to be idle?
d. Read Doctrine and Covenants 68:31-32, looking for what
the Lord commands parents and children to do.
¢ How do you think greed can affect a family?

e What can you do in your life to overcome selfishness
and greed?

6. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. Why is it important to prepare now to be a good parent?

b. What goal can you set that will help you prepare to be a
good parent?

7. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 68 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Doctrine and
Covenants 69—/1

Introduction

In late October or early November 1831, Oliver
Cowdery received an assignment to carry the
manuscript for the Book of Commandments from
Ohio to Missouri. In Missouri, William W. Phelps
would print the book at his press. On November 11,
1831, the Lord appointed John Whitmer to be
Oliver’s traveling companion and commanded him
to continue in his duties as Church historian (see
D&C 69). The next day, the Lord appointed six
men to serve as stewards over the revelations (see
D&C 70). In December 1831, the Lord commanded
the Prophet Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon

to serve a mission to dispel unfriendly feelings
against the Church and to prepare the way for the
revelations and commandments that were to be
published (see D&C 71).

Doctrine and Covenants 69
The Lord reveals the importance of keeping histories

Has anyone ever trusted you to take care of something
valuable? What was it? How did that trust influence
how you cared for the thing of value?

Read the section introduction to Doctrine and
Covenants 69, and mark what Oliver Cowdery was
entrusted with.

If these valuable items were entrusted to you, how
would you care for them?
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Read Doctrine and Covenants 69:1-2, and find
the counsel the Lord gave in regard to these
valuable items.

Why do you think it was wise to have more than
one person care for these valuable items?

The Lord trusted John Whitmer with another important
responsibility, in addition to helping Oliver Cowdery
transport the revelations and money to Missouri. Read
Doctrine and Covenants 69:3-8, looking for another
duty the Lord assigned to John Whitmer. You may want
to mark what you find.

Review what Doctrine and Covenants 47 teaches
about John Whitmer’s appointment as Church
historian and recorder.

1. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:
a. According to Doctrine and Covenants 70:8, why was it
important for John Whitmer to keep a history of the Church?

b. Why would these be good reasons for you to keep a
personal history?

Consider writing the following principle in the margin
of your scriptures: The Lord expects histories to be kept
for the good of the Church and the rising generation.

2. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. In your opinion, how does keeping Church histories and
personal histories benefit the Church?

b. How might they benefit the rising generation?

3. Do one or both of the following activities, and then
write a summary of your experience in your scripture
study journal:
a. Think about an account from either Church history or your
family history that has helped you in some way. Share this
story with a family member or friend.

b. Ask a family member to tell you a family history story that
has benefitted him or her.

Doctrine and Covenants 70:1-4
The Savior appoints stewards to care for His revelations

The Prophet Joseph Smith also recorded a personal
history. Read the section introduction for Doctrine and
Covenants 70, and mark what Joseph Smith’s history
says about the Doctrine and Covenants.

162

4. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. What are some ways the Doctrine and Covenants is a benefit
to the world?

b. How has the Doctrine and Covenants benefitted you?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 70:1, and identify the six
names mentioned. Then read Doctrine and Covenants
70:2-4, looking for the responsibility that the Lord
gave these six men.

What do you think the phrase “an account of this
stewardship will I require of them” (D&C 70:4) means?
While the responsibilities that the Lord gives to us may
not be the same type of stewardships as these men,
what does this principle suggest about what the Lord
will require of us at the day of judgment?

From what you have learned in these verses, fill in the
blank to complete the following principle: The Lord
will hold us

for the duties He has entrusted to us.

5. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:
a. How might this principle influence the way we respond to
Church callings and assignments?
b. What are some of your responsibilities that the Lord will hold
you accountable for?

Doctrine and Covenants 70:5-18

The Lord explains how to meet the temporal needs of those
in full-time Church service

Doctrine and Covenants 70:5-18 teaches that the
men entrusted to be stewards over the revelations
and commandments were to make the printing and
distribution of Church publications their employment.
In our day, General Authorities of the Church give up



their livelihoods to serve full-time, so they receive a
modest living allowance—enough for them to support
themselves and their families.

Why is it appropriate for Church leaders who are
called to full-time service to receive compensation
for their needs?

Doctrine and Covenants 71

The Lord teaches the Prophet Joseph Smith and Sidney
Rigdon how to respond to critics of the Church

Have you ever heard criticisms about the Church?
What are appropriate ways to respond to criticism
of the Church?

To help you understand the background of the
revelation recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 71, read
the following paragraph. As you read, look for how the
Church and its leaders were being criticized at the time
this revelation was given.

Ezra Booth was a former Methodist minister who joined
the Church after witnessing a healing. He traveled as a
missionary to Missouri, but he was disappointed when
he couldn’t perform miracles to convince others of the
truth. In addition, Brother Booth did not believe that
Joseph Smith’s conduct was appropriate for a prophet
or a spiritual leader. He became highly critical of the
Prophet Joseph Smith, left the Church, and wrote nine
letters criticizing the Church and its leaders. These
letters, published in a newspaper called the Ohio Star,
led some people to develop unfriendly feelings toward
the Church and its leaders. The Prophet Joseph Smith
recorded that Ezra Booth's writings were “a series

of letters, which, by their coloring, falsity, and vain
calculations to overthrow the work of the Lord, exposed
[Ezra Booth’s] weakness, wickedness and folly, and left
him a monument of his own shame, for the world to
wonder at” (in History of the Church, 1:216-17).

Symonds Ryder, another disaffected Church member,
gave copies of some of the revelations to another
newspapetr, attempting to discourage people from
joining the Church. The agitation caused by Ezra Booth
and Symonds Ryder grew into a serious problem.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 71:1-4, looking for what
the Lord told the Prophet Joseph Smith and Sidney
Rigdon to do to calm the unfriendly feelings that
resulted from the newspaper articles.

Notice in verse 1 the manner in which Joseph and
Sidney were to proclaim the gospel. What principle can
we learn from this instruction about how to respond to
criticism of the Church?

6. Answer the following question in your scripture study
journal: What can you do now to prepare to respond to
criticism against the Church or its leaders?

You may want to write the following principle in

the margin of your scriptures next to Doctrine and
Covenants 71:1: When people criticize the Church,
we can respond by sharing truths from the scriptures
and following the guidance of the Spirit.

Elder Robert D. Hales of the Quorum of
the Twelve Apostles explained how the
Spirit can help us respond to criticisms
against the Church: “As we respond to
others, each circumstance will be
different. Fortunately, the Lord knows the
hearts of our accusers and how we can most effectively
respond to them. As true disciples seek guidance from the
Spirit, they receive inspiration tailored to each encounter.
And in every encounter, true disciples respond in ways
that invite the Spirit of the Lord” (“Christian Courage:

The Price of Discipleship,” Ensign or Liahona,

Nov. 2008, 73).

Read Doctrine and
Covenants 71:5-11,
looking for counsel

and comfort the Lord
gave to the Prophet
Joseph Smith and
Sidney Rigdon as they
responded to criticism
against the Church. Also
look for the promises the
Lord gave them in verses
7 and 10.

Note that this revelation
directed two Church
leaders—the Prophet
Joseph Smith and
Sidney Rigdon—to meet
with those who were
attacking the Church

in public and in private
and to seek to confound
those people in the lies
they were spreading.
Generally, this is the

Practice Explaining
Gospel Truths

Throughout your life you

will have opportunities to
explain your beliefs and the
teachings of the gospel—as a
missionary, in Church callings,
or to your family, friends, and
acquaintances. As you prac-
tice explaining the gospel in
writing, it may be helpful to
imagine you are writing to a
specific person. Writing with
a specific person in mind can
help you focus on applying
the message of the gospel

to the needs of that person.
What have you learned about
the doctrine of repentance
that you could teach to a
friend or family member?

responsibility of Church leaders, unless priesthood
leaders direct or assign others to do so. However,
youth of the Church should be prepared to respond to
falsehoods about the Church in the manner described

by Elder Hales above.
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Elder Hales also gave counsel concerning our
attitude toward those who criticize the Church or its
leaders: “As true disciples, our primary concern must

be others’ welfare, not personal vindication. Questions
and criticisms give us an opportunity to reach out

to others and demonstrate that they matter to our
Heavenly Father and to us. Our aim should be to
help them understand the truth, not defend our egos
or score points in a theological debate. Our heartfelt
testimonies are the most powerful answer we can give
our accusers. And such testimonies can only be borne
in love and meekness” (“Christian Courage,” 73-74).

Sidney Rigdon obeyed the Lord’s counsel and invited
Ezra Booth to join him in the town of Ravenna, Ohio,
where they would publicly discuss the letters Ezra had
sent to the newspaper. Sidney also challenged Symonds
Ryder to a public debate on the Book of Mormon. Both
men declined the invitations. Sidney still testified of the
truth in Ravenna and other locations.

7. Answer the following questions in your scripture
study journal:

a. How might the teachings in Doctrine and Covenants 71:8-9
be comforting to those who respond to criticism against
the Church?

b. According to verse 10, why shouldn’t we be overly concerned
when people are critical of the Church?

Consider what you will do to better prepare yourself
to respond to criticism against the Church.

8. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 69-71 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:
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Doctrine and
Covenants 72—-74

Introduction

On December 4, 1831, the Prophet Joseph Smith
received the revelation found in Doctrine and
Covenants 72, wherein the Lord called a new bishop in
Ohio and revealed some of his duties. In Doctrine and
Covenants 73, given in January 1832, the Lord directed
Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon to recommence their
work on the translation of the Bible. As a result of their
work on the translation, the Lord gave the revelation in
Doctrine and Covenants 74, which is an explanation of
1 Corinthians 7:14.

Doctrine and Covenants 72:1-8
The Lord calls Newel K. Whitney as bishop in Ohio

Have you ever received a calling or been asked to do
something difficult in the Church and felt overwhelmed
or incapable of doing it? Read Doctrine and Covenants
72:1-2, looking for the calling that needed to be made
in Ohio (“this part of the Lord’s vineyard”).

In the summer of 1831, Bishop Edward Partridge, the
first bishop called in the Church, moved nearly 900 miles
west from Kirtland, Ohio, to Independence, Missouri, to
serve as the bishop in Zion. As a result, the Lord declared
that a new bishop was needed in Ohio. Read Doctrine
and Covenants 72:3—6, and identify phrases that explain
why the Saints in Ohio, who were stewards living

the law of consecration, needed a bishop. (You were
introduced to the law of consecration in the “Unit 10:
Day 3” lesson material for Doctrine and Covenants
42:30-42 in this study guide.)

Ponder how your bishop or branch president helps you

be accountable for your responsibilities as a member of
the Church today.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 72:7-8, and notice
whom the Lord called as the new bishop in Ohio.



When Newel K. Whitney was called to be the bishop
in Ohio, he felt he was inadequate to serve in such a
position. The following information from his grandson
Elder Orson F. Whitney of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles helps us understand how Newel K. Whitney
felt and what he learned about where his call had
come from:

“The thought of assuming this important
responsibility (the office of bishop) was almost
more than he could bear. Though in natural gifts
few men were better qualified for such a position,
he nevertheless distrusted his ability, and [felt]
incapable of discharging the high and holy trust.
In his perplexity he appealed to the Prophet:

“‘I cannot see a bishop in myself, brother Joseph;
but if you say it’s the Lord’s will, I'll try.’

““You need not take my word alone;” answered the
Prophet, kindly, ‘Go and ask Father for yourself.”

“Newel . . . determined to do as [the Prophet] advised.
His humble, heartfelt prayer was answered. In the silent
of night and the solitude of his chamber, he heard a
voice from heaven: ‘Thy strength is in me.’ The words
were few and simple, but they had a world of meaning.
His doubts were dispelled like dew before the dawn.
He straightway sought the Prophet, told him he was

satisfied, and was willing to accept the office to which
he had been called” (in B. H. Roberts, A Comprehensive
History of the Church, 1:271).

1. Respond to the following situation in your scripture

study journal: Imagine that a friend or family member
receives a calling to serve in the Church and feels overwhelmed
and incapable of fulfilling the calling. Based on what you have
learned in Doctrine and Covenants 72 and the experience
Newel K. Whitney had concerning his calling, write a few
sentences of counsel or testimony that you would give to help
this person feel confident in accepting and fulfilling the calling.

President Henry B. Eyring of the First
Presidency also taught about the source
of callings to serve in the Church:

“To everyone, man or woman, girl or boy,

who has been called or who will yet be, I
give you my counsel. There are a few things you must
come to know are true. . . .

“First, you are called of God. The Lord knows you. He
knows whom He would have serve in every position
in His Church. He chose you. . . . The person who
was inspired to recommend you for this call didn't
do it because they liked you or because they needed
someone to do a particular task. They prayed and felt
an answer that you were the one to be called.

“The person who called you did not issue the call
simply because he learned by interviewing you that
you were worthy and willing to serve. He prayed

to know the Lord’s will for you. It was prayer and
revelation to those authorized of the Lord which
brought you here” (“Rise toYour Call,” Ensign,
Nov. 2002, 75-76).

2. Answer the following question in your scripture study

journal: How can understanding that callings to serve
in the Lord’s Church come from God help you accept and
diligently strive to fulfill your callings?

Doctrine and Covenants 72:9-26
The Lord explains the duties of a bishop

3. In your scripture study journal, list all of the duties and
responsibilities of bishops and branch presidents that you
can think of.

In Doctrine and Covenants 72:9-26, the Lord revealed
some of Bishop Newel K. Whitney’s duties. The duties
that the Lord gave were primarily related to Bishop
Whitney’s role under the law of consecration. However,
some of the bishops” and branch presidents’ responsi-
bilities in the Church today relate to these duties of the
first bishops in the Church.

165



Read Doctrine and Covenants 72:10-12, looking for
the duties the Lord gave Bishop Whitney. Circle any
of the duties you listed in your scripture study journal
that are similar to those described in these verses.

Some of the duties the Lord commanded Bishop
Whitney to fulfill are similar to responsibilities required
of bishops today. Read Doctrine and Covenants 72:16—
18, looking for what Bishop Whitney was to give Church
members who were moving to Missouri.

Saints moving to Missouri were to carry a certificate
to Bishop Partridge, the bishop in Zion, verifying that
they were worthy of an inheritance in Zion. In our day,
temple recommends serve as a type of “certificate”
that bishops and branch presidents give to Church
members to certify their worthiness and allow them
to enter the holy temples.

From this revelation concerning Bishop Whitney’s duties,
we can learn that bishops and branch presidents man-
age the temporal and spiritual affairs of the Church
in their wards and branches. (The word temporal refers
to things pertaining to physical life, such as clothing,
food, property, and money.)

Consider the ways that your life is blessed because the
Lord has called your bishop or branch president to
serve you and your family.

Doctrine and Covenants 73

The Lord directs Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon to
continue the translation of the Bible
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Read the section introduction for Doctrine and
Covenants 73, and look for what the Prophet Joseph
Smith and Sidney Rigdon had been doing since the
early part of December 1831.

Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon had been preaching
to help combat misinformation about the Church
resulting from the publication of Ezra Booth'’s letters.
In Doctrine and Covenants 73:1-2, the Lord revealed
that the elders who had also been preaching were

to continue doing so until the next conference. This
conference would be held two weeks later.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 73:3—-4, looking for
what work the Lord commanded Joseph and Sidney
to focus on at that time. This “work of translation”
Joseph and Sidney were to again focus on was the
inspired revision of the Bible. Many of the Prophet
Joseph Smith’s inspired revisions are currently
found in footnotes (JST) throughout the Bible and

in a section in the Bible appendix (Joseph Smith
Translation). The book of Moses and Joseph Smith—
Matthew in the Pearl of Great Price are also from the
inspired translation.

Doctrine and Covenants 74
The Lord explains the meaning of 1 Corinthians 7:14

Imagine that you are serving as a full-time missionary
of the Church. While speaking with a married couple
who is investigating the Church, you learn that they
had a son who died when he was only a few months
old. The couple was told by their religious leader that
the child was not able to be in heaven because he had
not been baptized before he died. The parents feel
intense sorrow because of the loss of their child and
their belief that their baby has lost his salvation.

What would you say to these parents? (You will
have the opportunity to write your response later
in this lesson.)

Doctrine and Covenants 74 contains the Lord’s
explanation of 1 Corinthians 7:14. Read Doctrine and
Covenants 74:1, which is the Apostle Paul’s words from
1 Corinthians 7:14. The word unbelieving in verse 1
refers to Jews who had not accepted the gospel of
Jesus Christ. Paul was not saying that a person could
be saved by his or her spouse’s righteousness but that
the conversion of one spouse could bring a sanctifying
influence into the family. The phrase “else were your
children unclean” in 1 Corinthians 7:14 has been used
to justify the practice of infant baptism.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 74:2—-6, looking for
problems that had developed in the Apostle Paul’s day
when one spouse in a marriage converted to the gospel



of Jesus Christ and the other spouse still practiced the
law of Moses.

The Atonement of Jesus Christ fulfilled the law of
Moses, and circumcision was no longer required.
However, the Jews who followed the law of Moses
believed a male child was unclean unless he was
circumcised, which was usually done when the

child was eight days old. In Doctrine and Covenants
74:2—6, the Lord explained how this false belief about
the spiritual state of children and the practice of
circumcision had caused problems in families in which
one parent believed in the gospel of Jesus Christ and
the other believed in the law of Moses. Similar conflicts
in religious beliefs and practices may occur today

in families in which one spouse is a member of the
Church and the other spouse is not.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 74:7, and consider
marking the doctrine the Lord taught about little
children. Then read Moroni 8:8—-12. Ponder how these
verses apply to the missionary situation presented
earlier. You may want to write Moroni 8:8-12 as a
cross-reference next to Doctrine and Covenants 74:7.

4. In your scripture study journal, write what you would

teach the married couple who believes their deceased baby
is not able to be in heaven. How would you help them understand
the doctrine taught in these verses that little children are holy,
being sanctified through the Atonement of Jesus Christ?

Elder Shayne M. Bowen of the Quorum

of the Seventy shared an experience he

had as a young full-time missionary in

Chile. Notice the effect that learning the

true doctrine that little children are

sanctified through the Atonement of
Jesus Christ had on the woman Elder Bowen and his
companion were teaching.

“Sister Ramirez advanced rapidly through the lessons.
She was anxious to learn all the doctrine that we taught.
One evening as we were discussing infant baptism,

we taught that little children are innocent and have no
need for baptism. We invited her to read in the book of
Moroni [Moroni 8:10-12]. . . .

“After reading this scripture, Sister Ramirez began
sobbing. My companion and I were confused. I asked,
‘Sister Ramirez, have we said or done something that
has offended you?’

“She said, ‘Oh, no, Elder, you haven't done anything
wrong. Six years ago I had a baby boy. He died before
we could have him baptized. Our priest told us that
because he had not been baptized, he would be in limbo

for all eternity. For six years I have carried that pain and
guilt. After reading this scripture, I know by the power of
the Holy Ghost that it is true. I have felt a great weight
taken off of me, and these are tears of joy.” . . .

“After she suffered almost unbearable grief and pain
for six years, the true doctrine, revealed by a loving
Father in Heaven through a living prophet, brought
sweet peace to this tormented woman. Needless to say,
Sister Ramirez and her children who were eight years
and older were baptized” (“Because I Live, Ye Shall
Live Also,” Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2012, 15-16).

5. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

I have studied Doctrine and Covenants 72—74 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

Doctrine and
Covenants /5

Introduction

At a conference of the Church held on January 25, 1832,
the Prophet Joseph Smith received two revelations,
which are both found in Doctrine and Covenants 75.
The first revelation, recorded in verses 1-22, was given
to a group of elders who had submitted their names
for missionary service. The Lord instructed these elders
concerning their missionary duties and assigned them
mission companions. The second revelation, recorded
in verses 23-36, was given to a second group of elders
who wanted to know the Lord’s will concerning them.
The Lord instructed these elders to ensure that their
families would be provided for and to accept a call to
preach the gospel.

Doctrine and Covenants 75:1-5
The Lord addresses those who desire to preach the gospel

How many years are there until you will be eligible
to serve a full-time mission? As you think about
the possibility of serving a full-time mission, what
blessings do you anticipate you would receive by
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sharing the gospel with others? On the space provided,
write some of those blessings:

As recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 75, the Lord
promised many blessings to those whom He called to
preach the gospel. He also gave them instructions to
help them be successful. Read Doctrine and Covenants
75:1-4, looking for what the Lord wanted the elders to
do while preaching the gospel. You may want to mark
what you discover in your scriptures.

1. In your scripture study journal, write why you think it
is important that missionaries preach the gospel in the
manner the Lord described in these verses.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 75:5, looking for what
the Lord promised the elders if they would faithfully
proclaim His gospel. It may be helpful to know that
the word sheaves refers to stalks of grain that are cut
and tied into bundles. Having “many sheaves” means
having an abundant harvest. What do you think
“sheaves” could represent in missionary work?

Sheaves in a field

In addition to the blessing of receiving the fruits of our
labors as we share the gospel with others, the Lord
promised eternal blessings in Doctrine and Covenants
75:5. How might the Lord’s promises in verse 5
encourage you to share the gospel with others?

2. Using what you learn in verse 5, complete the following
principle in your scripture study journal: If we are faithful
in proclaiming the gospel, the Lord will bless us with . . .
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Doctrine and Covenants 75:6-22
The Lord calls and instructs missionary companionships

After the Lord gave instructions and promises to
the elders who were going to serve missions, He
grouped them into companionships and gave each
companionship specific instructions.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 75:6-12 to learn about
the first companionship and the promise the Lord gave
them if they faithfully proclaimed the gospel.

It may help you to know that on October 29, 1831,
William E. McLellin had received a call to serve a
mission to the eastern United States, and Samuel H.
Smith was called as his companion (see D&C 66:5-8).
William initially obeyed this call. His mission ended
early, and he returned to Kirtland, Ohio, at the end

of December 1831. As recorded in Doctrine and
Covenants 75:6-12, the Lord rebuked William E.
McLellin for his murmurings, revoked the call to
serve in the eastern states, and called Orson Hyde to
replace him as Samuel Smith’s companion. However,
the Lord mercifully extended another call for William
to proclaim the gospel in the southern United States
with Luke Johnson as his companion. William accepted
the call to serve, but he did not continue faithfully. He
soon claimed to be too sick to continue his mission.
After leaving his mission, he traveled to Hiram, Ohio,
and married Emiline Miller.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 75:11, 13-14, looking
for the promise the Lord repeated to each of those
missionary companionships if they would be faithful
in proclaiming the gospel. You may wish to mark the
phrases in these verses that assure us that if we are
faithful in proclaiming the gospel, the Lord will
be with us.

3. In your scripture study journal, write about an

experience you or someone you know has had that
assures you that the Lord will be with us as we faithfully share
His gospel with others.

4. Imagine that you have a friend or family member who

is struggling while serving a full-time mission. In your
scripture study journal, write a letter of encouragement to this
person, using the principles you have learned in today’s lesson.
In your letter, share what missionaries can do to more faithfully
proclaim the gospel and what some of the blessings are that
come to those who do so. (If you know a full-time missionary,
you could write the letter to him or her. Then write a note in
your scripture study journal stating you did that.)



Gordon B. Hinckley as a missionary in England, preaching in
London’s Hyde Park

We may face challenges in our efforts to be faithful in
proclaiming the gospel. In an article about President
Gordon B. Hinckley, Elder Jeffrey R. Holland of the
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles wrote about a struggle
President Hinckley faced while serving as a young
missionary in England:

“Elder Hinckley found some of that discouragement
common to missionaries facing new circumstances
in a new land. He was not well physically, and as he
went to his first street meeting . . ., he recalls: ‘I was
terrified. I stepped up on that little stand and looked
at that crowd of people that had gathered. . . . They
looked rather menacing and mean, but I somehow
stumbled through whatever I had to say.’

“Down in spirit and facing no success in missionary
endeavors, Gordon wrote a letter to his father, saying:
‘I am wasting my time and your money. I don't see any
point in my staying here.” In due course a gentle but
terse reply came from his father. That letter read: ‘Dear
Gordon. I have your letter [of such and such a date].

I have only one suggestion. Forget yourself and go to
work. With love, Your father.”

“President Hinckley says of that moment, ‘I pondered
his response and then the next morning in our scripture
class we read that great statement of the Lord: “For
whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever
shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the same
shall save it” (Mark 8:35).

““That simple statement, that promise, touched me. I
got on my knees and made a covenant with the Lord
that I would try to forget myself and go to work. I
count that as the day of decision in my life. Everything
good that has happened to me since then I can trace
back to the decision I made at that time’” (“President
Gordon B. Hinckley: Stalwart and Brave He Stands,”
Ensign, June 1995, 8.)

As recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 75:15-22,
the Lord instructed the missionaries to bless the
households of those who received them. He also
taught them what to do when they were rejected by
those they shared the gospel with. Shaking off the
dust of their feet as a testimony against those who
reject them is not practiced by missionaries today.

Doctrine and Covenants 75:23-29

The Lord explains how the families of those He called to
serve missions should be supported

The second revelation in Doctrine and

Covenants 75, recorded in verses 23—-36, was given
to a different group of elders. In the early years of the
Church, many men who were called to serve missions
had wives and children who depended on them

for support. Accepting the call to serve was a great
sacrifice for the whole family. A natural concern for
many elders would have been what would happen

to their families if they accepted a call to preach the
gospel far from home.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 75:24-28, looking for
the Lord’s instructions to the elders who were needed
to preach the gospel but had families to care for.

In these verses the Lord said that the Church should
help the family when a father or husband accepts the
call to leave to serve a mission. Notice in verse 26 what
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the Lord directed the elders to do if they were able to
find a place where their families would be supported.

In verse 28, the Lord told the elders who were not
able to find other support for their families that they
were excused from traveling, and He assured them
that they would not lose their chance of receiving
eternal life. These elders were still expected to labor
in the Church locally.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 75:29, looking for the
counsel the Lord gave to all of these men. It may be
helpful to know that an idler is an individual who is
unwilling to work and that to “be diligent in all things”
means to be consistent, persistent, attentive, and
hardworking.

You may want to mark the Lord’s instruction in
verse 29 that teaches the following principle: The
Lord commands us to be diligent in all things.

5. Ponder some aspects of your life in which you feel you

can be more diligent. On a separate piece of paper, write
a goal of one thing you will do to be more diligent. Post this goal
where you can see it daily. Once you have done this, write in your
scripture study journal: / have written my goal and placed it
where | can see it daily.

Doctrine and Covenants 75:30-36
The Lord assigns elders to serve as missionary companions

At the end of the second revelation recorded in
Doctrine and Covenants 75, the Lord assigned this
group of elders into missionary companionships.

6. Write the following at the bottom of today’s
assignments in your scripture study journal:

| have studied Doctrine and Covenants 75 and completed this
lesson on (date).

Additional questions, thoughts, and insights | would like to share
with my teacher:

UNIT 16: DAY 3

Doctrine and
Covenants /6:1-49

Introduction

On February 16, 1832, the Prophet Joseph Smith and
Sidney Rigdon were working on inspired revisions to
the Bible. While they were pondering the meaning of
John 5:29, they were shown a vision. This vision, which
is recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 76, affirmed the
reality and divinity of Jesus Christ, taught about the
fall of Satan and the sons of perdition, and described
the three kingdoms of glory and those who will inherit
each kingdom.

Doctrine and Covenants 76 will be studied in three
lessons. In this first lesson you will learn about the
Lord’s willingness to bless us and about the actions of
the Prophet Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon that led
to them receiving the vision. You will also learn about
the fall of Satan and the fate of those who follow him.

The Glory of the Father
and the Son

(verses 19-24)
(verses 25-27)

The Fall of Lucifer Sons of Perdition
(verses 30—49)

The Celestial Glory
(verses 5070, 92—-96)

The Terrestrial Glory
(verses 71-80, 87, 91, 97)

The Telestial Glory
(verses 81-86, 88—90, 98-112)

\
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Doctrine and Covenants 76:1-10
The Lord promises blessings to those who are faithful to Him

If you could select one person to be honored by, who
would it be and why?

Doctrine and Covenants 76:1-5 teaches that the Lord is
wise, powerful, eternal, merciful, and charitable. Verse 5
also teaches that He will honor us if we qualify. Read
verse 5, and identify what we must do to be honored by
Jesus Christ.

In this context, to fear the Lord means to revere, honor,
respect, and love Him. Based on the Lord’s words in
verse 5, we learn that if we revere and serve the
Lord, He will honor us.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 76:6-9, looking for ways
the Lord will honor those who revere and serve Him.
As you read, it might be helpful to know that in the
scriptures the term mysteries generally refers to spiritual
truths that can only be learned through revelation.

According to what you read in verses 6-9, add to the
previous principle: If we revere and serve the Lord,
He will honor us by

Read Doctrine and Covenants 76:10, and identify a
principle regarding how the Lord will reveal truth to us.

1. Ponder the principle that the Lord enlightens us by

the Spirit. To help you remember times when the Lord
has enlightened you by the Spirit, complete the following in
your scripture study journal: / recently felt enlightened by the
Spirit when I . ..

Doctrine and Covenants 76:11-19

Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon describe the
circumstances that led to their vision

The vision recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 76 was received in
the John Johnson farm, in Hiram, Ohio.

The vision that was shown the Prophet Joseph Smith
and Sidney Rigdon is a fulfillment of the Lord’s
promises in Doctrine and Covenants 76:5-10. Read
Doctrine and Covenants 76:11-14, and notice how
the Lord honored Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon
by revealing truth to them.

Have you ever spent time reading the scriptures and
not understood what you read? What have you done
to better understand the scriptures?

What Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon were doing
before they were shown this vision can teach us how
we can better understand the scriptures and invite
the Spirit to reveal truth to us. Read the section
introduction for Doctrine and Covenants 76, and
then read Doctrine and Covenants 76:15-19. As you
read, look for what Joseph and Sidney were doing
that enabled them to receive understanding of the
scriptures through revelation.

Notice that it was while they were studying and
meditating on the scriptures that the Spirit enlightened
their understandings. To meditate on the scriptures
means to ponder or think about what you read. Joseph
and Sidney’s example shows us that if we prayerfully
study and ponder the scriptures, the Lord can
increase our understanding.

Elder D. Todd Christofferson of the

Quorum of the Twelve Apostles explained

how to prayerfully study and ponder the

scriptures: “When I say ‘study,” I mean

some